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FOREWORD
The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA\) is contented to
issue this Students’ Item Response Analysis report of the Form Two
National Assessment (FTNA) 2019 for Chinese Language subject. The
assessment delivers an evaluation of the product of students’ learning of the
Chinese Language in Tanzania for two years.

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards
understanding of possible reasons behind the students’ performance in
Chinese Language subject. The report highlights the factors that made the
students to either perform well or fail to score high marks in the questions.
The factors which made most of the students perform well are their ability
to answer the questions according to the requirements as well as their
knowledge on the Chinese Language. However, those who did not perform
well failed to comprehend the requirement of the questions and lacked
knowledge on the principles and rules related to the use of the Chinese
Language.

The feedback provided will enable the education administrators, school
managers, teachers, students and education stakeholders to scheme
appropriate measures in order to improve students’ performance in future
assessments administered by the Council.

Finally, the council would like to thank the examinations officers,
statisticians, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) experts,
teachers and all those who participated fully in preparing and in analyzing

the data used in this report.

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0

INTRODUCTION

This report analyses the performance of students who participated in the Form
Two National Assessment (FTNA) in Chinese Language subject on 19"
November, 2019. The assessment was set in accordance with the Chinese
Language syllabus for piloting of 2015.

The students were examined in Comprehension, Language Use, Patterns and
Vocabulary and Composition. The paper consisted of four sections with a total
of 10 questions which were all compulsory.

The analysis of the results shows that, the overall students’ performance was
good. A total of 2,085 students registered for Form Two National Assessment
2019 and the total of 1,766 Students sat for Form Two National Assessment in
November, 2019. The total of 319 students was absent. The total of 1,573
students passed the assessment while the total of 193 students failed. The
students’ performance in each grade is shown in Table 1.

Performance of Students in each Grade

Year Sat Grades

2018 889 A B C D F Total
125 112 239 199 112 787

2019 2,085 279 216 538 540 193 1,766

This report aims to provide the feedback on the students’ performance in each
question. The analysis highlights the requirements of each question by
indicating the expected responses, how the students answered the question and
the analysis of the students’ responses. Samples of students’ responses are
presented in order to provide a general overview of how the students
responded in relation to the demands of each question.

The students’ performance was categorized into three (3) groups: good,
average and poor based on the average percentage of students scored. A topic
was considered poorly performed if the percentage of the students’ scores
ranged from 0 to 29 marks and it was considered averagely performed if the
scores ranged from 30 to 64 marks. Finally, the performance was considered

good if the students’ scores ranged from 65 to 100 marks.
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2.0

It is expected that this analysis will be helpful for Chinese teachers to improve
the teaching and learning of the Chinese Language and consequently improve
the performance in this subject.

ANALYSIS
QUESTION

OF THE STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH

2.1 Section A: Comprehension

There were two questions in this section. Each question carried 10 marks
thereby making a total of 20 marks. The candidates were required to read
the passages and answer the questions. This section tested the candidates’
ability to read and comprehend the information given in the passage.

211

Question 1: Multiple Choices

In this question, the students were instructed to read the given
passage and answer the questions by choosing the correct answer
from the given alternatives A, B, C and D. The passage was all
about a student named Li Xidohai. It gives information about his
classmates, their nationalities and hobbies. It tested the students’
ability on comprehension. The passage was as follows:

. ii] ﬁﬁxo

LiXidohdi shi Zhongwénban de xuésheng, ta de lioshi shi Zhonggudrén. Ta xihuan timen ban)ia
PG R P B 0 F4, RHZTA PEA, BER R0E &
tamen ban ydu sishi ge xuésheng, shigi ge nil xuésheng. You lidng ge Yingguorén, sin ge M(‘:iguérén.!h-J

A & mt AfL, Toikgh, £ & A REA, = AEEA, K

- - - W ¥ ’ 1 I - 3 i - an
Xingqiyl tamen you Fiwénké hé Zhongwénke. Xingqrer méiyou ké xingqisi tamen yu tiyuke,

EH— RNA RLR A PR EMZ RAR. 2HO RNAATE
tamen dou xihuan tiyike. Xinggilid méiyou ke, tamen chingehdng qi yindongching hé tiishiiguin,

& ERAETR. ZHSRAR, RN EF £ E9% & BHK,

The question was attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of whom
790 (44.7%) students scored from 8 to 10 marks which is a good
performance, 904 (51.2%) students scored from 4 to 6 marks
which is an average performance, while 72 (4.1%) students
scored from 0 to 2 marks which is a poor performance, among of
the students 12 (0.7%) students scored 0 mark. According to this
data, the performance in this question was good, since the percent



of the students who scored 30% or above is 1,694 (95.9%). Figure
1 summarizes the students’ performance in question 1.

Scores
mD-2
51.2%0 4 -6

mg-10

Figure 1: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 1.

The analysis of students’ performance indicates that, 790 (44.7%)
students performed well in this question, since they mastered well
topic about Friends. This shows that the students understood the
passage well and the requirements of a question and this enabled
them to identify correct answers from the passage. Extract 1.1 is a
sample of a good response.



EEFR, fFEMEE,
Liri:  Li Xifohai ban ydu dudshao rén?
Blde: S 92 5 VA2 (A,
sishi ge shiqi ge érshisan ge shisan ge
A Wt+A B T4 C —+=4 D +=4A
LiXiaohdi de lioshi shi ni gué rén?
1 F0id 8 2)F R MEA? (¢ )
Yinggudrén Meéiguorén Zhdngguorén Ténsangniyarén
A EEA B ¥EA C ¥YEA D EHEREEA

Tamen ban you dudshao ge nii xuésheng?

2. fef B H B AkFE? (o)

sishi ge shigi ge érshisan ge shisan ge

A wtA B FEA ¢ =+t=4 D +=4

Tamen ban yoéu ni gué rén?

3. fefiHE A MEA? (A)

Yingguoérén hé Méiguérén Zhongguérén hé Tansangniyarén
A EBHA A2 £FA B PEHA # EERETA
Meiguérén hé Tansangniyarén Yingguérén hé Figudrén
C £BA fo BRERTA D RHA # ZEA

Shéi xihuan tiyuke?

4. & Bk HEFR? (c )

Li Xidohai hé ta de l3osht Ndn xuésheng hé nii xuésheng
A FilFath by )T B B4 f k4
Zhongwén ban de xuésheng Yingguérén hé Méiguérén
C TXH K F4 D EEA f= £EA

Xinggiji tamen méiyou Fawénke?
5. ZHILHAAT A ESE? (B )
Xingqiyl Xinggi'ér - - Xingqisi Xingqiwi
A ZH— B EH— C 2w D ZHA
Extract 1.1 is a sample of a correct answer.

In Extract 1.1, a student was able to choose the correct answer in
all items, thus scored 10 marks.

Further analysis shows that, 904 (51.2%) students who performed
averagely in this question were able to choose the correct answers
in some items but failed in other items. Most of students failed in
item 4 and 5. The reasons for choosing wrong alternatives in each
item are as follow: In item 1, the students were asked 2=/ &9
27 2 FE A? (Which nationality is Li Xiaohai’s teacher
from?). The students failed to choose the correct answer which
was C ¥ E A (Chinese), due to the fact that, they did not
understand the passage. Some of them opted for alternative A 3%
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E A (British) and B % E A (American) because according to
the passage these were nationalities of students. Some of them
opted for option D 3 % R & A (Tanzanian) because they
thought that they were asked about their nationality. This implies
that the students did not master well the sub-topic on name and
nationality.

In item 2, the question was #11 32 & %V AN4% 4 (How many
girls are in his class?). The question tested the students’ ability to
identify numbers in the Chinese Language. The students who
scored 0 mark in this item failed to identify the correct answer
which was B +-+t/- (seventeen). Few of them were attracted to
choose option A w+4- (forty) because this was the total number
of students in the class. Others chose option C =+ =4 (twenty
three) because they deducted 17 (girls) from 40 so they remained
with 13 which was obvious the number of boys. Others chose D
+=A (thirteen) by relating with =4 which was the number of
American students. This indicates that the students did not master
the topic on numbers and this led to their failure in identifying the
correct numbers from the passage.

Moreover, in item 3, the question required the students to mention
A yE & ARE A? (where are students in his class from?) It
tested the students’ ability to introduce themselves and to
introduce other people’s nationalities. The analysis shows that the
students who got wrong this item were not able to choose the
correct answer which was (A) =E A # %X EA (England and
America). They picked any of the alternatives because they did
not understand the passage. Few of them chose option (B) + E A
= BRI A (China and Tanzania) and (C) £ B A #= &%
Je I A (America and Tanzania), where the word Tanzanians
was not mentioned in the passage but they thought that they were
asked about their nationality. Other chose option (D) & E A #=
*E A (England and France) because England was mentioned in
the passage, and they mixed the words S 3R fawén ke and &
A fagué rén because of the presence of the character ik,
without knowing that the students from France were not
mentioned in the passage. This indicates that these students did
not understand the passage.

Furthermore, in item 4, the question required the students to
mention # &3k AKF®R? () (who like Physical Education
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class?). It tested students’ ability to expresses their hobbies, likes
and dislikes. The students who scored 0 in this item were not able
to choose the correct answer which was C¥ L 32 & 5 4
(Chinese class). This indicates that these students had insufficient
command of the Chinese Language, as a result some of them

opted for distractor A2 /s Ao 4l 69 £ VT because the
passage mentioned Li Xiaohai and his teacher, others opted for B
B4 Fo 454 because in the passage boys and girls were
mentioned. The rest chose option D 3= E|A A= £ E A (British
and American) because in the passage the words were mentioned

to explain the numbers of foreign students from Britain and
America.

Finally, item 5, the students were required to name £ 27 /LHA]

EA xX#E? () (which day there is no French class?). The
students failed to write the correct answer which was BAL ] —
(Tuesday). They opted for any distractor which led to wrong
responses. The analysis shows that some of them opted for (A)
Z#— (Monday) only because this day was mentioned in the
passage and it was mentioned to have % Ui (French class). So
this shows that they did not understand the requirement of the
question. Others opted for C Z #1w9 (Thursday) because this day
was mentioned in the passage. The rest opted for D £ #i %,
because they thought that Friday is among the schooling days,
and thus they opted it. They also did not notice that this day was
not mentioned in the passage. The analysis indicates that the
students did not master the topics on school and class timetable,
subjects and numbers. Extract 1.2 shows a sample of an averagely
performed response in question 1.



DEFA, RFEHEE,
Lird:  Li Xidohai ban ydu dudshao rén?
Blde: Fik 82 50A2 (A).
sishi ge shiqi ge ¢rshisan ge shisan ge
ABtA B tEA ¢ =FEA D 24
Li Xidohdi de ldoshi shi nd gué rén?
1300 25 & FEA? (C)
Yingguérén Meiguorén Zhongguérén ] Tansangniyarén
A ZBEA B (EA C YEA D EEREA
Tamen ban ydu dudshao ge nli xuésheng?
20 # A 3 Akg4r (D)
sishi ge shigi ge érshisan ge shisan ge
A BTHA B ttA4 C =t=4 D +=A4

Tamen ban ydu ni gué rén?

3. Mg A HEAA? (A)

Yingguorén hé M&iguérén Zhdngguérén hé Tansangniyarén
A EBEA o £FEA B YEA = EEREA
Meiguérén hé Tinsangniyarén Yingguorén hé Figuorén
c $BA A BERTA D EEA F FEA

§héi xthuan tiyuké?
4. 1 ER KER? (D)

Li XiZohdi hé ta de l3oshi Ndn xuésheng hé nii xuésheng

A Fop Aty )F B AF¥4L H kF4
Zhongwén ban de xuésheng Yingguorén hé Meiguorén
C FXH & F4 D EEA = £BA

Xingqiji tamen méiydu Fiwénke?
5. ZHMILIEM &H EFIR? (C)
XingqlyT Xingqi'er- - Xingqisi Xingqiwili

A EZH— B EH— C £Hw D EHA

Extract 2.1 is a sample of an averagely performed response.

In Extract 1.2, a student was able to choose the correct answers in
item 1, 2 and 3 but failed in item 4 and 5.



Further analysis shows that 12 (0.7%) students who had weak
performance scored from 0 to 2 marks and that they failed to
choose the correct answers due to inadequate competence in the
Chinese Language. This hindered them from understanding the
passage and what was written in the given questions. As a result,
some of the students left parts of questions unanswered, others
tried to answer the questions by guessing, hence scored 0 to 2
marks. Extract 1.3 shows a sample of a poor response given by
one of the students.

Li Xidohai de 13oshi shi nd gué rén?
1. g 60 2IF & HMEA? (A )

Yingguorén Meéiguorén Zhongguorén Tansangniyarén
A EBEA B £BA C PEHA D BERREEA

Tamen ban yéu dudshao ge nii xuésheng?

2. 464 B A B0 AkFEA? (D)

sishi ge shigi ge ershisan ge shisan ge

A 9+A B tE4 C —+=4 D +=4

Tamen ban ydu nd gud rén?

3. M o MEA? ()

Yingguorén hé Méiguérén Zhongguorén hé Tansangniyarén
A ZXRA fo £FA B PEHA = EREREA
Meiguoérén hé Tansangniyarén Yingguérén hé Figudrén
c £BA fo BEREA D REA o FEA

Shéi xthuan tiyuke?

4. i BR HRHFR? (O

L1 Xiiohdi hé ta de ldosht Nin xuésheng hé nil xuésheng
A F by 2T B FF4E Fo kF4
Zhdngwén ban de xuésheng Yingguérén hé Méigudrén
c P B F4E D XEA fo £HA
-

Xingqiji tamen méiyéu Fiwénke?
5. ZMILIA &A HLR? (W)
Xingqiyl Xingqi’er Xingqisi Xingqiwi
A Zi— B E#H= C E#vw D EHA

Extract 1.3 is sample of a poor response.

In Extract 1.3, a student did not understand the questions as a
result he/she wrote incorrect answers in all items.



2.1.2 Question 2: True/False

In this question, the students were required to read the given
passage and judge whether the sentence given were true or false.
The passage was about Xiaohai who introduced himself, his
grandmother and his sister. He also explained about his hobby,
grandmothers’ hobby and his sister’s hobby. The students were
supposed to put a tick (V) for the true statements and a cross (X)
for the wrong statements. In order to answer this question, the
students were supposed to understand the four seasons of a year
in the Chinese Language which are & X (spring) , E X

(summer) # X (autumn) and % X (winter). This question tested
the students’ competence to describe the weather and to state likes
and dislikes. The passage was as follows:

Z R,
Wode mingzi jido Xidohdi . Xianzai shi giifian, qidtian shi wo zui xihuan de  jijié. Qi@
A LT M M. LA R KR KE RA REKX MEF, K
tidn chingchdng you xidoyd,  tidngi biléng y& biré.  Wjia pangbian you yigé  gongyuan, qiii
XK %% A 0@ RATRA &R#. RF #0 £ A AB, &
tian de gongyudn hén pidoliang . W9 changchang qu gongyuan pobli hé di langit. Niinai xihuan
Reynr B RER. A FF  LAB Bk Bk b E%
i gongyuén sanbl.  Meiméi xthuan zai gongyuan codi shang wan

AR B, Wb ERE AR Iw bR,

The question was attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of which
1,235 (69.9%) students scored from 8 to 10 marks which is a
good performance, 501 (28.4%) students scored from 4 to 6
marks which is an average performance, while 30 (0.7%) students
scored from 0 to 2 marks which is poor performance, among
whom 9 (0.5%) students scored 0 mark. The data indicates that,
the performance in this question was good, since the percent of
the students who scored 30% or above is 1,736 (98.3%). Figure 2
summarizes the students’ performance in question 2.



1.7%

Scores
m0-2

4-6

Figure 2: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question
2.

The analysis of students’ performance shows that 1,235 (69.9%)
students scored high marks from 8 to 10 marks. These students
were able to put a tick (V) for the correct statements and a cross (x)
for the incorrect ones. This indicates that the students also were
competent in Chinese vocabulary, as they were able to identify
the distractors within the sentence. The students also understood
the passage well and met the requirements of a question; as a
result, they managed to identify correct answers from the given
questions. Extract 2.1 is sample of a good response in question 2.

Xiaohii zui xthuan de jijié shi chiintidn.

1. i RWMEMKGFTEZ HEX. ( > 2

Qiitian ydu xidoyli , tiangi hén reé.

2. FHER H @, FEH K I, C X p)

Zhége gdongyuan zai qititian hén piaoliang.

3. EZEA- - H e AR R AR FEFE C v b]

Xiaohii xThuan qu gongyuan da langia.

4. E B FZ oA F7 W R C = P

Niinai xihuan zai ciodi shang wan .

5. dnd; HExk &£ Fx b It. C > D)

Extract 2.1 is a sample of good response.

In Extract 2.1, a student was able to read the passage and put a
tick (V) for correct statements and a cross (x) for incorrect
statements.

10



Additionally, 501 (28.4%) students had average performance in
this question and they managed to write the correct answers in
some items but failed in others. The majority of the students in
this group were able to give the correct answers in item 1, /Jvi&
REK A E T & A K (Xidohdi’s favorite season is Spring) 2, #
XA @, RAARSK (it rains in Autumn, and the weather is
very hot) and item 3, XA~ @ £ A& RARIE 5 (this park is very
beautiful in Autumn) because they were easily identified in the
text.

Most of the students failed to respond correctly in items 4 and
item 5. In item 4, most of student failed to choose a correct
answer due to the fact that they had insufficient knowledge on the
Chinese characters (Hanzi). This hindered the students from
understanding the meaning of the passage and hence they failed
to identify answers from the passage. The students who
performed averagely had different answers. For example, the
same item others got right while others got wrong. The reasons
behind are as follows.

The analysis shows that the students who failed to put a cross (x)
initem 1 JERERGEFTZEAR. (X) (Xiaohai’s favority
season is spring) did not know that the statement was incorrect
because of the word & X (Spring), Xiaohai’s favority season is
# X (Autumn) and not A& X spring.

The students who got wrong item 2 failed to notice that the
statement was incorrect because of the word f& # (very hot) and
that the correct answer was A& X A v R Ak #. (x) (it
rains in autumn, and the weather is very hot). In the passage, it
was explained that x % 74 &1 # (the weather is not cold and
also not hot). Furthermore, in item 3, they were not able to put a
tick which was the correct answer iX /A~ B 724k R ARIZ %, (V)
(The park is very beautiful in autumn), because they did not
notice that the statement was correct since there were no negation
marker.

11



Moreover, in item 4, the students’ failed to give the correct
answer which was & Exk £ N E4THE K. (V) (Xiaohai
likes to play basketball in the park). The students’ failure is
attributed by the omission of the word &% (jogging) from the
origin statement which was given in the passage.

Finally, the students who scored O in item 5 did not know that the
word #3473 (Grandmother) was a distractor because the sentence
given in the passage was ¥4k Exk £ ¥ 3 L3t (young sister
likes to play on the grass) changing the word &4k (young sister)
to #5343 (Grandmother) distracted students and they thought that
the answer was correct because all words share the same radical
. This resulted into judging the item as correct (+) instead
of putting (x) to qualify the incorrect statement. In addition,
the students did not understand that, according to the passage,
grandmother likes to walk in the park, while Xiaohai’s young
sister is the one who likes to play on the grass. The analysis
shows that the students who scored average marks had partial
knowledge on the topic of family introduction. Extract 2.2 shows
an average performed response in question 2.

Xisohii zui xthuan de jijié shi chantian.

1. ifF RERGEFETRE AR, ( X D)

Qiiitian you xidoyt , tiangi hén re.

2. KX AHdd, RA AR K, ( X )
Zhége gdngyuan zai qiiitian hén piaoliang.

3. EAE A& KR R FERE. ( B )]

Xidohii xihuan qu gdongyuan dia langia.

4. D B3R F B 4T Bk, ¢ x ),

Niinai xthuan zai cdodi shang wan .

5 4y Bk & FExH b It. ( % )

Extract 2.2 is a sample of an average performed response.

In Extract 2.2, a student was able to write the correct answer in
items 1, 2 and 5 but failed in items 3 and 4.

12



The analysis of students’ performance indicates that 30 (0.7%)
students had a poor performance in this question. They were not
able to respond to the five items correctly since they lacked skills
of basic Chinese vocabulary, as a result they scored from 0 to 2.
This revealed that these students lacked knowledge of the Chinese
seasons of the year A& X (spring) , E X (summer) A X (autumn)
and % X (winter). They also had insufficient knowledge on
hobbies. This indicates that the students did not master well the
topics about time and hobbies. Extract 2.1 shows a poor response
in question 2.

Xidohai zui xthuan de jijié shi chontian. Cf/l U"H.Cl n

1. & RERGFTE AR, (,/:F/\k{)

Qiutian ydu xidoyl , tiangi hén re. b& /gvng
2. KX H AP\, XA K H. =N )
Zhége 'gongyuén zai qittian h&n pidoliang. (f)cm'q J,an7

3. EANEA A AAK R EFE. (,_/D_, '%

Xidohii xthuan qii gongyuan di langiu. Paa Ly

4. B Bk 2 AR 4T Hsk. (EBE D)

Nainai xthuan zai ciodi shang wan . _90-"’ yuan

5. wids Bk & ¥x b o3, NI

Extract 2.3 a sample of poor students’ response.

In Extract 2.3 a student did not understand the requirement of the
question; hence he/she copied the words from the passage and
wrote them as answers.

2.2 Section B: Language Use

This section had three (3) questions which were 3, 4 and 5. The students
were required to answer all the questions. Each question carried 10 marks,
thus making a total of 30 marks in this section.

2.2.1 Question 3: Re-arranging the Jumbled Words into Sentences

The question was divided into 5 sub-items; each contained four or
five words. The topic involved were personal information,
especially about one’s name and the nationality. The students

13



were instructed to re-arrange the given words into a meaningful
Chinese sentence by writing the number of the corresponding
word. The question tested the students’ ability to introduce his/her
name and nationality to others. The question was as follows:

=. ZE:IF P ST .
Lird shi Zhonggud wo rén
5] Hter - @O O+ =HE D A& @ A
HE: OO@D@
) Jiao tade shénme baba
1. GO=H @t ay S+ = @ =&
..?
zai Bé&ijing ma ni¥ jia
2. & DI 3T D @15 F=
.7
ta Yinggud ma shi rén
3. M 3= S @2 SA
............................................. ?
nar ta laosht jia Zzai de
4. OFRIL @ s, - P SDFE @ira O&ay
............................................. ?
rén nipéngyou guds ni shi
5. @A 145 A A SH @ @F &
............................................. ?

The analysis of students’ performance shows that the question
was attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of which 735 (41.6%)
scored from 8 to 10 marks, which is a good performance.
Moreover, 579 (32.8%) scored from 4 to 6 marks, demonstrating
an average performance and 452 (25.6%) scored from 0 to 2
marks, which is a poor performance. The students’ general
performance in this question was good, because 1,314 (98.3%)
scored from 4 to 10 marks. Figure 3 summarizes the students’
performance in Question 3.

14



100 -

41.6

Percentage of the Students
Lh
=

0-2 4-6 8-10
Scores

Figure 3: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question
3.

In order to answer correctly this question, the student is supposed
to have knowledge on the structure of the sentences in the
Chinese Language and the proper arrangement of word in a
sentence, such as the position of the subject, verb and object in
the sentence (S+V+0).

The analysis of students’ item response indicates that 735 (41.6%)
students scored high marks from 8 to 10 marks, because they
were able to re-arrange the jumbled words into correct and
meaningful sentences. This indicates that they had adequate
knowledge on Chinese grammar and sentence patterns. They
were also able to understand the use of important interrogative
words like f+ 4 (what) %5 ? (question marker) and " JU?
(where).

For example, in item 1, the students were able to write the correct
answer which was @@MD® ##9 &% = 1+ 4? (What is the
name of his Father?). They also wrote the correct answer in item
2, which was @DQ@® & & #& 4t 5? (Is your home at
Beijing?). This indicates that they were able to identify the types

15



of words in the jumbled sentences (subject -4 K, verb £ (at),
Place—noun object 4t % and the question marker "), as a result
they wrote the correct answer.

The analysis shows further that the students wrote the correct
answer in item 3 which was @2 BB # £ FEA 5?
(Is he a British person?). These students mastered well the
structure of the sentences (S - ¢ + V - & + O - ZE A +
question marker - *%). They also wrote the correct answer in item
4, Q@D #HEZIJF & K £ HFIL? (Where is her
teachers’ home?) by following the rule (S = #£JFa9 K,V =
#£,0 = %RJL). Finally, they got right in item 5, as they wrote
@QG)@RQ mA & A B A? (What is nationality of your
Friend?) (S = &M &, V =& O ="FE A) by observing the rule
(S +V + 0). The analysis shows that these students mastered well
the topic on Personal information and all basic grammar of the
Chinese Language. Extract 3.1 is a sample of a good response in
question 3.
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Lird shi Zhonggud wo rén
Flde: @OE DF M/ DA
HE: ©OQOO@®
jiao tade shénme baba
1. @O~ @1 &y | fta @EE
MR DIOTEI I

zai Béijing ma ni jia

2. D @FE OB @HKE

LDe B

ta Yinggud ma shi rén

3. Ot DxH @8 @E OGOA

DB R0
nar ta laosht jia zai de

4. DRI @4k, - U @K @D Gy

@.2) 298 -

rén nipéngyou guo na shi

5 MOA Q1458 & @EFE @ GO

Extract 3.1 is a sample of a good response.

In Extract 3.1, a student was able to re-arrange the sentences
correctly.

In addition, the analysis indicates that 579 (32.8%) students
scored from 4 to 6 marks, which is an average performance. The
majority of those students were able to answer item 2, M4 (in)
@47 (Beijing) @ %3 (question marker) @7 £ (your home),
R TS ?  (is your home in Beijing)? and item 3, Mt
(he) @3 E (United Kingdom (UK) @ *% (question marker) @
A (is) ® A (person), # £ 3 E A*5? (is he a British?)
because they had partial knowledge on the Chinese sentence
structure (S +V + 0).

They failed in items 1 and 4 because they were not able to use the
possessive adjectives # 47 (his) and #% )% 45 K (her teachers’
home). They did not know the position of possessive adjectives in
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the sentence, as one of them wrote &) 2) (1) (3) which was
wrong. Therefore, this indicates that the students who failed to re-
arrange the words had partial knowledge on Chinese patterns and
structures. Extract 3.2 is a sample of an average performance.

jiao tade shénme baba
1. @O~ @4ty Ot 4a @DEE
LDBADA................. ?
zai Be&ijing ma ni jia

2. i @I F O @R K

ta Yinggud ma shi rén

3. e D3k H D @DE SA

LDEOE& D . .-

nir ta ldosht jia zai de

4. OARIL @ 4o, & I DR @& OGS

rén nipéngyou gué ni shi

5. DA @A X E @HF SO
LBE@D. @M. . ?

Extract 3.2 is a sample of an average performance.

In Extract 3.2, a student was able to re-arrange the words
correctly in items 2 and 3 but failed in items 1, 4 and 5.

Further analysis shows that 452 (25.6%) students scored from 0
to 2 marks, which is poor performance, because they had
inadequate understanding of the Chinese Language. They did not
know the types of words and their position in the sentence. The
analysis shows that the students did not master well the Chinese
vocabulary and Chinese sentence structure; as a result they scored
low marks from 0 to 2 marks. For example, some of the students
in this question mixed up the order of the words. Other students
left the question unanswered because they were not familiar with
the requirement of the question and didn’t know the basic
sentence structure and meaning of the vocabulary.
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2.2.2

In item 3, the students mixed the words, as one of them wrote %
fe % 3= B A instead of writing # 2 3% B A3, This shows that
the students mixed up Kiswahili sentences structure with Chinese
Language sentence structure. The sentence in Kiswahili would be
Je, Yule ni mwingereza? If the sentence is translated into Chinese
Language, it will be Yule = 4, ni = &, mwingereza = 3% &
A, Je = "5 to re-arrange this sentence will be 342 3% E A
Extract 3.3 is a sample of students’ poor response.

Jjiao tade shénme baba
1. @O @ A &y Dt A @EE
......... H.../.....;'...;....;?....4...3.. ?
zai Bé&ijing ma ni jia

ta Yinggud ma shi rén
3. COfte @33 S @D SA
..... .Qh.?..J...-..':‘....l.....l—.\..f..g..)...":j.. ?
nar ta laosht jia zai de

4. COARJIL 4, - YT SFE @i &S

rén nipéngyou gus na shi

5. MDA @& 14% BA A DE @D G©&

Extract 3.3 is a sample of a poor students’ response.

In Extract 3.3, a student failed to re-arrange the jumbled
sentences and ended up mixing words.

Question 4: Matching Items

In this question, the students were instructed to match items in
Column A with those in Column B to make a communicative
response, by writing the correct letters corresponding to item
numbers. Column A consisted of five sentences based on
transportation and it intended to test students' ability to ask about
places, transportation and direction as well how to respond
properly when someone asked about direction. Column B
consisted of seven distractors whereby the students were

19



supposed to pick a letter and match it with the related statement
from column A. The question was:

B ERA, F-RERLLY,
A B
NI h& shui ma? Bil, nabi shi.
1. 4RBK 52 AR, AR,
Ni zénme qu Jidndda? Z4i fefjichdng duimian,
2. hELEMERY B A& Wi .,
Nashi fandian ma? Wo zai guingching,
3 R RE 57 C & £ %,
Qingwén, gichézhan zai nér? B zai.
4. kP, W £ B D k.
Fandidn zai dianyingyun pangbian ma? W zuo feiji qu.
5. WE kK wHKE F7 57 E & &%k,
Wo zi hudchézhdn, nf zai ndr? Hiode, xiéxie.
6. RAEKE, HRAEHIL? F o469, it
Wo zai shuljiao
G & £ i,
Bii kéqi
H REA

The analysis of students’ performance shows that the question
was attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of whom 550 (31.1%)
scored from 8 to 10 marks, which is a good performance; 646
(36.6%) scored from 4 to 6 marks, demonstrating an average
performance and 285 (32.3%) scored from 0 to 2 marks, which is
a poor performance. The general performance in this question
was good because 1,196 (67.7%) scored from 4 to 10 marks.
Figure 4 summarizes the students’ performance in question 4.
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Figure 4: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 4.

The analysis of students’ performance indicates that 550 (31.1%)
students scored from 8 to 10 marks, which is good performance.
These students managed to match all the items in Column A with
corresponding responses in Column B correctly. For example,
item 2 asked /& 2 XA=% X? (How do you go to Canada?).
The student matched with the correct answer E, &4 ¥k (I
went by plane) based on the fact that, in Chinese grammar, if the
question has a pronoun, the answer should also involve the use of

pronoun. In this item, the presence of pronoun 1% (you) led the
students to choose E, because of the pronoun # (I).

Moreover, in item 3, the students were required to answer the
question ARZ 4R E S (is that a restaurant?). In this item, the key
word was 7} & (Is that.....) and the students used to identify the
correct answer A, *~, AR Z (no, that is not) because of the
word A ..

For item 4, the question was 7], A% s6£A8)L?  (where is

a bus station located at?). The students identified the correct

answer as they wrote B, /£ ¥#L% 3t @ (It is opposite to airport).

Finally, in item 5, the question asked #& & X %3k, ARAE

JL? (I am at the railway station, where are you?). The students
21



noticed the correct answer was C, #.& /)% (I am at the square)
because of the Subject 4% (You) which guided them to give the
correct answer that started with the pronoun # (I). This indicates
that the students mastered well the topic about Housing in
subtopic of Giving Directions. Extract 4.1 is a sample of a good
response in question 4.

A3 1 2 3 4 ‘ 5 6

Extract 4.1 is a sample of a good response.

Moreover, the analysis indicates that 646 (36.6%) students had
average performance. The majority of them were able to write
correct answers in items 1, 3 and 5, but failed in item 2 and 4. In
item 2, the question was 17/& 4 %424 X? (How did you go to
Canada?). The student failed to match it with the correct answer
E, &4 ¥H4k (1 went by plane). Most of students chose B, £ 7%
#. 3% 3t & (opposite to airport). They failed to identify the
indicators such as the verb 2 and the presence of the word &4t
(plane) and this made them to relate it with the word ¥ #L3%
(airport).

They also failed in item 4, because in column A asked # 7], %
% sk £ AR)L?  (where is a bus station located at)? the correct
answer was A £ XAt & (opposite to airport) from column
B, but most of students chose E, #& 4 &4t 4 (1 use a plane to go).
The choice of an incorrect answer was influenced by the use of
the preposition /& (a preposition like at, in, on which are used to
show place, but also can be used as a time particle to indicate
when the action has taken place). Some of students confused
distractor A with distractor G, # 7£8£ % (I'm sleeping) which
indicates time and not place. This suggests that the students
lacked knowledge on the topic of giving direction. Extract 4.2 is a
sample of an averagely performed response in question 5.
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A% 1 2 3 4 5 6

B# F E A B C b

Extract 4.2 is a sample of an average performed response.

In Extract 4.2, a student was able to match items 2, 3, 4 but failed
in items 5 and 6.

Furthermore, 285 (32.3%) students had poor performance as they
scored from 0 to 2. These students did not manage to match the
items in Column A with their corresponding letters in Column B.
The trend of incorrect responses provided by the students
indicates that they failed to get the meaning of the words and
sentences in the items. For example, one of the students matched
item 3 AR AR /ED?  (is that a restaurant)? with C &£ % (I
am at the square) instead of A, 15, AR A= (no, that is not). This
shows that the students did not know the meaning of the key word
B .

Similarly, the students matched item 6 & /& K % 3k, 4&Z&Af
JL? (I am at railway station, where are you?) with A, 7~, A7~
A (no, that is not) instead of C, &/ 3% (I am at the square)
which implies that the students were not familiar with the
meaning of the words X % & (railway station) and s~ % (square).
Extract 4.3 is a sample of a poor response in question 4.

AR 1 2 3 4 5 6

B #£ F % cC D E A

Extract 4.3 is a sample of a poor response.

In Extract 4.3, a student failed to match all the items and he /she wrote
incorrect answers.
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2.2.3 Question 5: Completing the Sentences by Using the Words
Given in the List

This question consisted of two parts. Each part carried 5 marks,
making a total of 10 marks for this question. In each part, the
students were instructed to fill in the blanks by choosing a single
correct answer among the given words. The question covered the
topic on fashion and tested the students’ vocabulary level and the
mastery of grammatical rules of the Chinese Language. The
question was as follows:

B, BRPFERE, F () AFgF—MERLLEH.

F (—) 3Fm:
bidoyin ting zénme ydnsé gaoxing yueldiyué
A K¥E B U C &4 D e E &% F A sRAR
Tansangniya xuéxi Zhongwén de rén dud le.
1. JMERESFS] P 65 A( YET.
Wo de aihao shi Zhongguo yinyué.
2. #HEYEIFR ( ) FE F5K.
Nimen qu feijiching?
3. 4 ( ) ETEAE?
Jinnidn zui lidxing de shi bdise.
4. SF w8 ( ) RAaéd,

Mama jintian hén

5. i 45 R R ( ) .

Wo hén xthuan taijiquan

6. AR BARAME ( ).

F (=) 39
chuan Xilixi juyuan dou jiémi
AF B A& C Az D #k E PH
W héngse de yifu.

1. # ( ) L EHRIR,

Women gt kan jingju.
2. £#M1 * ( ) A WAL
Wo méitian kan shi.

3. KER ( ) A
Jintian shi xingqiliti, wémen

4. HXREM>, &M ( ) .

Dianshi kuaiyao kaishi le.
5. &# ( V& T T,
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The analysis of students’ performance shows that the question
was attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of which 338 (19.1%)
scored from 8 to 10 marks which is a good performance; 852
(48.2%) scored from 4 to 6 marks, indicating an average
performance and 576 (32.6%) scored from 0 to 2 marks, which is
a weak performance. The general performance in this question
was good because 1,190 (67.4%) scored from 6 to 10 marks.
Figure 5 summarizes the students’ performance in question 5.

100 -
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Percentage of the Students

Figure 5: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 5.

The analysis of students’ performance indicates that 338 (19.1%)
students scored from 8 to 10 marks, which is good performance.
These students were able to complete the sentences by choosing
the correct words from the list provided. They identified the
correct answers in all items. For example, in part (a) item 2, they
wrote the correct answer which was B 77 (listen). They also

filled in the correct answer in (a) item 3, #/x117 () £ ¥#M3%? C.
In addition to that, they filled in with the correct answers in part
(b). For example, in item 1, the correct answer was A % and it
was identified basing on the presence of a noun & /k (clothes) as
an indicator. The students realized that the verb % (to wear) was
needed so as to complete the sentence. Extract 5.1 is a sample of a
good response in question 5.
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1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

A C N B E |

Extract 5.1 is a sample of a good students’ response.

Further analysis indicates that 852 (48.2%) students who
performed averagely in this question provided correct response in
some of the items and failed in other items. Those students did
not understand the meaning of some vocabularies in the sentences
given and the meaning of some options given. This made them to
answer correctly in some items and fail others. The Extract 5.2 is
a sample of a response performed averagely in question 6.

1 2 3 4 5 6
FlA C D b | ¢
1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
A C b B E

Extract 5.2 is a sample of an average response.

However, 576 (32.6%) students scored low marks in this question
because they failed to complete the sentences by choosing the
correct words from the list provided. These students had
insufficient knowledge on Chinese vocabulary. The response
analysis shows that they did not understand the meaning of the
sentences given and words from which to choose; as a result they
picked the given words by guessing. For example, in item 2, 49
B AF A e ¥ H & & (my hobby is ...Chinese music), the
answer was B 7T (to listen) but most of students chose E & %
(happy) this indicates that the students did not understand the
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meaning of the sentences and the given words. Extract 5.3 is a

poor response in question 6.

3

4

5

A

\

#5240

Sy

4.

1. 2. 3.

C £ 3 A

Extract 5.3 is a sample of a poor response in question 5.

2.3 Section C: Patterns and Vocabulary

This section consisted of 3 questions, which are question 6, 7 and 8.
Each question was worth 10 marks, making a total of 30 marks for the
whole section.

2.3.1 Question 6: Writing the Pinyin for the Given Chinese
Characters

This question consisted of 5 items and each item carried 2 marks,
thereby making a total of 10 marks. The students were given 10
words written in the Chinese characters. They were required to
give the pronunciation of the Chinese characters by writing the
Pinyin into the blanks provided. The question was about the topic
of Jobs. This question tested the students' ability to write the
Pinyin with their respective tones, initials and finals. The question
was as follows:

3. X FARIEBF
Flde: 24 xuésheng
1. E A eeecees ceseccecann ceeeeccccnctcnnans
2. YT ceeennnnn teeseccscsersssacacnes ceeene
3. T A eee-- cececccceiiecniacnnne cecessnaan
4. BT AL seeeenncnce ceeeeeenns ceecverenaaan .-
5. SE Bl ceecececcceccsctcccnccnccctanannenns




The analysis of students’ performance shows that the question
was attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of which 153 (8.7%)
scored from 6.5 to 10 marks, which is a good performance.
Moreover, 606 (34.3%) scored from 3 to 6 marks, which is
average performance and 1,007 (57.0%) scored from 0 to 2.5
marks, which is a weak performance. The students’ general
performance in this question was average, since 759 (43.0%)
scored from 3 to 10 marks. Figure 6 summarizes the students’
performance in question 6.

100 1
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80 1
70 57.0%
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50 1 34.3%

40
30 \ 8.7%

20 1
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Figure 6: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 6.

For the students to be able to answer this question correctly, they
had to master well the three basic elements that compose a

syllable, which should be an initial, a final and the four tones (* °

)

Further analysis shows that the general performance for this
question was average. Many students (34.3%) were able to write
some pinyin correctly in some items and failed in other items. For
example, they were able to write item 1 £ #- yishéng (doctor),
because they mastered well the first tone. They were also able to
write the correct answer in item 3 which was -Z 7 - gongzuo (to
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work). This indicates that they mastered well the first and the
fourth tone, but they failed in item two, instead of writing ZcJ)f —
jiao shi which was the correct answer some of them wrote 140 shi
which was wrong. Others managed to write initials and finals but
failed to mark the tones.

Furthermore, the students failed to mark pinyin in item 4. The
correct answer was & A Shang rén, the students confused with
the pinyin guérén due to the inability of recognizing Chinese
character. Finally, they were un able to write the correct answer
item 5 due to the fact that, they did not master well the characters
and their pinyin as a result they wrote wrong responses, for
example one of them wrote yan ke without tones. This implies
that the students had partial knowledge on the pronunciation of
the characters given. Extract 6.1 is a sample of an average
performed response in question 6.

1 E 4 yi...é.h.ﬁn ........ eeeeeennas
2 # JTi qusr ...... cecesntaeans .
a0 2ub
S VI Y .
4 A S 52 A (4 4 PP
5 ‘,@ﬁ ..kg.o;\.r.\. ..... lé‘.b ............... cos

Extract 6.1 a sample of an average response.

Further analysis shows that the students who had poor
performance in this question scored from 0 to 2, because they
failed to write pinyin to insufficient knowledge on pinyin. For
example, in item 1, &4 yishéng (doctor) student was confused
with % 4 xuésheng (student) because 4 (sheng) these two
words bear different tones but have the same Chinese character.
So the students confused the marking of tones.

In item 2, the students who scored 0 marks were able to write the
initials and finals but failed to insert the tones. For example, one
of them wrote jido shi instead of jiao shz. This indicates that the
student did not master well the tones. They failed to recognize
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the characters in item and this made them to write wrong pinyin,
as one of them wrote rén pai instead of the correct answer
gongzuo.

The analysis indicates further that, the students who scored 0
mark in item 4 failed to write the pinyin. The analysis of
responses indicates that, they just wrote any pinyin which they
know. For example one among them wrote pang ren.

Lastly, the students failed in item 5 due to wrong marking tones
on the pinyin, as one of them wrote yan yuan instead of ydn yudn.
This implies that the students did not master well the recognition
of characters and their pronunciation. Additionally, some students
wrote Kiswahili and English words as their responses instead of
Chinese pinyin and they ended up scoring 0. Extracts 6.2 and 6.3
are samples of poor responses in question 6.

Fv. BB FATEDBF -
e % xuésheng
~ -
1. E 4 ----B&l.Shens
2. Hegp - lAN G
- v
3. T cSMasX G S
a | A .-.-;EF“}.I:V.‘...‘-":, ----f._ll’:.'.?......
5 -] ...--.Q-'.L:’}..L:'-:Q.C.’(.‘.’}- ..........

Extract 6.2 is a response of a poor performance.

In Extract 6.2, a student wrote any pinyin which he/she knows as
responses.

4= . Z 4 xuésheng

1. E A eeeeeenneens 8008

Y [ SR

3 T A eeeennennnn e n8€.. . ...

4 T AL ceeeeeeeeecnn- \E: .................
i X L_D (S L..»GL

5 VH, D] tevececccsccccccccctcccrcditscrrnnns

Extract 6.3 is a sample of a poor response.
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2.3.2

In Extract 6.3, a student wrote English and Kiswahili words as
responses instead of Chinese pinyin.

Moreover, the analysis shows that, there were students who
performed well in this question. Those students had the ability to
recognize the Chinese characters given and knew the initials and
finals, and they were able to mark the tones correctly. This
indicates that, these students mastered well the Chinese
pronunciation. They paid attention to the basic rules of writing
syllables using initials and finals. Additionally, they
demonstrated their ability to mark respective tones to all pinyin
which is an essential rule in spelling pinyin. The Extract 6.4 is a
sample of a good response in question 6.

1. E 4 R DR WY U S

2. T IR

3 T A% \352-03?-‘*}-" ........................

4 A ..S..Tﬂ\é}‘.“.{..(}-.................... .

5 g R YRy
Extract 6.4 is a sample of good response.

Question 7: Multiple Choices

This question consisted of five items and each was worth 2
marks, making a total of 10 marks. In this question, the students
were instructed to choose the correct answer from the given
alternatives by writing the letter of the correct response. The
question covered the sub-topic on size of a housing room, which
examined the students’ vocabulary about houses and their ability
to describe a house in Chinese. The question was as follows:
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. #%AFAE,

Shijia shang ydu hé&n dud

1. B% b & REZ C ) .

shii zhudzi . ylzi . chuédng
A B E RF C #7F D &
Wo zai shuijido.
2. #E ( ) B2,
weishéngjian chiifing woshi fanting
A T A ja] B Bt 5 ¢ BbE D T

Ni jia de "huayuin zhén

3. REE A A ( ) .

haocht rongyi ndn pidoliang
A EFeL B &% C D EX
W& de fangjian yOu yi zhi mao.
4. FeysgiE ( ) A—Rj4.
gén 1i wang de
A SR B % C 4z D 4y
Weishéngjian keéting pdangbian.
5. B AqmE ( YET F H.
wiing de zai gén
A i B &5 cC i D IR

The analysis of students’ performance shows that the question
was attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of which 670 (37.9%)
scored from 8 to 10 marks, which is a good performance.
Moreover, 773 (43.8%) scored from 4 to 6 marks, indicating an
average performance and 323 (18.3%) scored from 0 to 2 marks,
which is a weak performance. The general performance of the
students in this question was good because 1,443 (81.7%) scored
from 4 to 10 marks. Figure 7 summarizes the students’

performance in question 7.
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Figure 7: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 3.

The analysing of the students' performance shows that 670 (37.9%)
students had a good performance. They were able to understand the
meaning of the content. They mastered well the sentence patterns and
structures of the Chinese Language. They attained the competence to
describe a house using the words and structures as required, thus they
wrote correct answers in all items. This implies that the students
mastered well the topic of housing, sub-topic on rooms. Extract 7.1
is a sample of a good response in question 7.
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Shajia shang yéu hén dud

1. ¥4 £ #H &% (A

shi zhudzi yizi chuéng
A P B XT C M3 D &K
WO zai shuijiao.
2. &£ (A it
weishéngjian chifang woshi fanting

A T A E B FT5 C EME D T

Ni jia de huayuan zhén

3. #rEes wm A Dy,

hiocht réngyi nén piaoliang
A HFoL B 5 c D ®%E
Wo de fangjian you yi zhi mdo.
4. Ko ENE ( L ) H—R¥H.
gén Ii wiang de
A SR B 2 C 4z D &
Weishéngjian keting pangbian.
5. Z&m| ( C HYERF F .
wing de zai geén
A & B % c & D =K

Extract 7.1 is a response of a good performance.

Further analysis shows that 773 (43.8%) students scored from 4 to 6
marks which is an average performance. Most of students were able
to understand the meaning of some of the five items, but they did not
understand others. For example, in item 2, some students failed to
recognize the verb B2 % (sleep), and they failed to distinguish the
meaning of other Chinese characters & % kitchen, Et'E (bedroom),
and % /T (dining room). On the other hand, they wrote correct
answer in item 1 and item 3, because they were familiar with the
vocabulary on the sub-topic pertaining to the size of a room. Extract
7.2 is a sample of an average performed response in question 7.
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Shijia shang ydu hén dud

1. #% £ #H #% (A ).

sha zhudzi yizi chuédng
A B B RTF C 47 D &
Wo zai shuijiao.
2. AL O A ) i,
weishéngjian chdfang woshi fanting
A T A |a) B Et+AB c B+E D wmJT

Ni jiad de huayuan zhén

3. 4xEM A A (N D .

hiocht rongyi nan piaoliang
A EFeL B &% C & D EXE
W de fangjian you yi zh1 mio.
4. HegsE ( Co ) H—AR.
geén 1i wang de
A R B ¥ C 4z D &
Weishéngjian keéting pangbian.
5. 2AEM (N YET F A
wing de zai gén
A jE B &9 cC & D =R

Extract 7.2 is a response of an average performance.

In Extract 7.2 a student was able to fill in the correct answer in item 1
and 3 but failed in items 2, 4 and 5.

Apart from the good and average performance, 104 (18.3%) students
scored from 0 to 2 marks, which is weak performance. They did not
understand the structures of the sentences. They also did not know
the meaning of the sentences and they ended up providing wrong
answers. For example, some of the students wrote the letter by
guessing, without thinking about the meaning of the questions. In
item 2, most of these students filled the sentence with A T4 [q]
(toilet); instead of the correct answer C EFZE (room). This implies
that the students did not know the meaning of the sentences and the
alternatives given about the sub-topic of size of a housing room.
Extract 7.3 is a sample of an averagely performed response in
question 7.
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2.3.3

Shiijjia shang ydu h&n dud

1. xR b f #%F (C ).,

shi zhuozi yizi chuéng
A B B %F C #F D &
Wo zai shuijiao.
2. HE (A D it
weishéngjian chifang woshi fanting
A T A a B 5 C BbE D m/T

Ni jia de huayuidn zhén
3. rERey A &£ b,

haocht réngyi nin pidoliang
A L B &% C s D EFx
W6 de fangjian you yi zhT méao.
a. #m&sEm (A D r—am,
gén Ii wing de
A 3R B ¥ Cc i D &%
Weishéngjian keéting pangbian.
5. ZAmE ( ADVEF F #.
wéng de zai gén
A iz B # C & D R

Extract 7.3 is sample of a poor response.

In Extract 7.3, a student provided incorrect responses in all items.

Question 8: Writing the Chinese Characters Based on the Pinyin
of the Words in the Sentence Provided

In this question, five sentences were provided with pinyin. Each
sentence consisted of two blanks for the students to fill in the Chinese
characters based on the pinyin. Each item was assigned 2 marks
making a total of 10 marks. The question covered the topic about
shopping. It tested the students’ ability to write the Chinese
characters by reading the sentences given. The question was as

follows:
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. ARIEPFF B X F
Lira: WS shi  Zhonggud rén.
Flde: K £ () () Ao
WS xidng mii san ge jidan.
1. &K B () =(C)BE,
Diinxin dudshao qidn yi jin?
2. (HY>CH) V¥ & —H?
Niud rou gén yangrou yi yang gui.
3. (H>)>A & FA/ — (I)FF.
WS yao cha hai yao guozhi.
4. ;K &Z(CH, () E XERit-
Shuigud hé kafei yigdng dudshao gian?
5 AKX () oeHE — () F b 4X%e

The analysis of students’ performance shows that the question was
attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of which 96 (5.4%) scored from
6.5 to 10 marks, which is a good performance. Moreover, 774
(43.8%) scored from 3 to 6 marks, indicating an average performance
and 896 (50.7%) scored from O to 2 marks, which is a weak
performance. The students’ general performance in this question was
average, because 870 (49.2 %) scored from 3 to 10 marks. Figure 8
summarizes the students’ performance in Question 8.

Scores

m0-25
3-6

6.5-10

43.8%

Figure 8: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 8.
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The analysis shows that 754 (43.8%) students, who scored from 3 to
6 marks, which is an average performance, were able to write
correctly 4™ for item 1, item 2 %, «&, i for item 4 and #= for item 5.
The students failed to write the other Chinese characters correctly by
missing or adding some strokes. For example, some students added a
small left stroke for the first stroke of 3% for item 1, thus making a
mistake. Some students missed a part of #, leaving only the right
part of the character %. This indicates that these students had partial
knowledge of the Chinese characters. Extract 8.1 is a sample of an
average performed response in question 8.

19 4o 1, 2 3 4. 5.
Zhong | gué | mai ge | Didn | xin LNM yang | chd | hii hé | gong
TIRL A b e | 7|25l

7& CIJ‘ \BEAEr: | gﬁ 40| #

Extract 8.2 is a sample of an averagely performed response.

In Extract 8.2, a student was able to write the correct characters in
item (b), 2, 4 (a) and 5 (a) but failed the remaining.

As figure 8 shows, 96 (5.4%) students scored from 6.5 to 10 marks,
which is a good performance. These students managed to write good
Chinese characters with basic knowledge of writing, such as the
knowledge about strokes and radicals. Moreover, they understood the
meaning of the sentences and this enabled them to write the correct
characters making a meaningful sentence. This indicates that the
students mastered well the basic strokes, the pinyin and their
characters. Extract 8.2 is a sample of a good response in question 8.

15) e 1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
Zhong | gué | mai ge Diin xin Nid yang cha hai hé gong
I EE A s |4 kKL Fel X

Extract 8.1 is a sample of a good response.

In Extract 8.2, a student wrote the correct characters in all items.
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2.4

The students’ performance analysis indicates that, 896 (50.7%)
students scored from 0 to 2.5 marks, they did not know Chinese
characters. Some of them lacked knowledge of organizing the basic
strokes and they had partial knowledge on Chinese character. Certain
students wrote the strokes in disorder and ended up scoring 0 mark.
Some of them left the blanks unfilled. Others succeeded in
recognizing the pinyin but failed to distinguish the Chinese characters
having similar pronunciation. This indicates that these students did
not remember the basic knowledge of Chinese strokes. Extract 8.3 is
a sample of poor response in question 8.

1) 4o 1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
Zhong | gué | mdi | ge | Didn

d ER Y R 1,9@ ] e

?

Nid | yang | chd | hdi | hé | gong

Extract 8.3 a sample of a poor response.

In Extract 8.3, a student was able to write the correct answer in item 1
word 4™, but failed in other items.

Section D: Composition

This section had two questions, which are question 9 and 10. Question 9 was
composed of 5 jumbled sentences which needed students to re-arrange them
into a logical sequence to make a meaningful paragraph. Question 10 was
about a guided composition. The students were instructed to write a
composition by using Chinese characters only. Each item was worth 10
marks making a total of 20 marks in this section. This section tested the
students' ability to write and express themselves appropriately and logically
in the Chinese Language.

2.4.1 Question 9: Jumbled sentences

This question consisted of 5 jumbled sentences and the students were
required to re-arrange them into a logical sequence to make a
meaningful paragraph. The corresponding letters were supposed to be
written in the table provided. Each item was worth 2 marks, thus
making a total of 10 marks. The question tested the students’ ability
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to arrange the related sentences in paragraphs according to the
cohesion and logic flow of information. The question was as follows:

. ATFT@EFEHHA, AansEax, ¥ —adEdd.

Wo de woshi T ydu chudng. =zhudzi hé  yizi.

A ey BMEE A K. XT F HT.
W0 shi tansangniya rén.

B & AMERE A,
WO jiao Ma lili.

C #& " H WM.
W jia zai dudduomai, wd jia you wi ge fangjian.

D £F £ £23F5, KE AEAEA H,

San ge woshi,, yi ge keéting hé yi ge chifang.
E = AMEBEMNE, —AFT Ao —A 5.

Zhudzi shang you dianndo, wo xihuan dianndo yéuxi.

F. 27 Lt #A &, & FR €& HFRo.

The analysis of students’ performance shows that the question was
attempted by 1,799 (100%) of students, of which 852 (48.2%) scored
from 8 to 10 marks which is a good performance. Moreover, 723
(40.9%) scored from 4 to 6 marks, indicating an average performance
and 191 (10.8%) scored from O to 2 marks, which is a weak
performance. The students’ general performance in this question was
good because 1,575 (89.2%) scored from 4 to 10 marks. Figure 9
summarizes the students’ performance in question 9.
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100
90 -
80 -
70
60 -
50 -
40 -
30 -

20
10.8
oIl
0 -
0-2 4-6 8-10
Scores

48.2
40.9

Percentage of the Students

Figure 9: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 9.

The analysis of the students’ performance shows that 852 (48.2%)
students wrote correct responses. The students understood the
meaning of the sentences and they had adequate composition writing
skills in the Chinese Language. They were able to identify and use
appropriate logical clues in re-arranging the jumbled sentences. They
wrote the correct answers in all items. Extract 9.1 is a sample of a
good response in question 9.

1 2 3 4 5 6

& b b E A F

Extract 9.1 is a sample of a good response.

In Extract 9.1, a student was able to re-arrange the sentences and
made a meaningful paragraph as required.

Moreover, the analysis of the students’ performance shows that 723
(40.9%) students had an average performance. Most of students were
able to answer sentence B and sentence C correctly. They recognized
that B should be the first sentence because logically introducing one’s
the nationality comes after introducing one’s name. However they
arranged sentence A and sentence E in a wrong order. Extract 9.2 is a
sample of an averagely performed response in question 9.
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24.2

1 2 3 4 5 6

c 1% b T £ A

Extract 9.2 is a sample of an average performance.

In Extract 9.2, a student re-arranged items B and D, but failed in item
A, EandF.

Furthermore, the analysis shows that 191 (10.8%) students had poor
performance; since they scored from 0 to 2 marks. They failed to
identify and use the cohesive devices appropriately in re-arranging
the jumbled sentences into a logical order. As a result, they picked
the letters randomly. This implies that the students did not understand
the meaning of the items. Extract 9.3 is a sample of a poor response
in question 9.

3 4 5 6

c | ke A ] F h | B

Extract 9.3 is sample of a poor response.

In Extract 9.3, a student failed to re-arrange the sentences in all items.

Question 10: Writing a Composition

In this question the students were instructed to write at least 5
sentences about their daily life with guided sentences. The Five
sentences were provided to guide the students to write a composition

from the topic on Time. The questions were (a) 1% ™ 24 &5F?
(what is your name?); (b) X £/U A JL5? Z# JL? (what
is the day and date of today?); (c) &K % 5?7 (How is the
weather today?); (d) 4= A% ¥t JL & #J& (When did you get
up in the morning?); (e) 7% 4K JLAL A "H3Ci#? (What is the time
for Chinese class today?). The question tested the students' ability to
write and express themselves about their daily life, specifically
talking about the time and weather in the Chinese Language. The
guestion was as follow:
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T AR R TMRXFE — K4, %V S5 &ik.

Ni jiao shénme mingzi?

L4k ™ 2z &
Jintian shi ji yu& ji hao? xingqi ji?

2. &R RJL A ILS? EHIL?
Jintian léng ma?

3. &R A 5?7
Ni jintian zdoshang ji diin gichuan?

4. IR SR F L JU & A2K?
Ni jintidn ji disin ydu zhongwén ke

5. 7 45X JLE A PXBR?

The analysis of students’ performance shows that, the question was
attempted by 1,799 (100%) students, of which 451 (25.5%) scored
from 8 to 10 marks, which is a good performance. Moreover, 375
(21.2%) scored from 4 to 6 marks, indicating an average performance
and 940 (53.2%) scored from 0 to 2 marks, which is a weak
performance. The general performance of the students in this
question was average because 826 (46.8%) scored from 4 to 10
marks. Figure 10 summarizes the students’ performance in question
10.

100
90 -
80
70
60 -
50 A
40
30 -

20 -
10.8
Y I
0 1
0-2 4-6 8 -10
Scores

48.2
40.9

Percentage ofthe Students

Figure 10: The Percentage of Students’ Performance in Question 10.
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The analysis indicates that 451 (25.5%) students had enough
competence in composition writing. They were able to use the
guiding questions, and wrote a good and well organized composition,
with all the grammatical patterns. Finally, they wrote in Chinese
characters correctly. Extract 10.1 is a sample of a good response in
question 10.

o
|
S
3
=
=
=
=
aln
=
|m
R
&0
‘>~
NS>
>
Him
=
e
e
>
Pial
N

....................................................................
.................

é\x QY \{%D/'é\f ﬁibﬁxfﬂab_\k_o

.......................
R I R S doe

.....................................................................................

Extract 10.1 is a sample of a good response.

In Extract 10.1, a student wrote a good composition in characters
correctly.

Further analysis shows that 375 (21.2%) students scored from 3.5 to
6.0 marks, which is an average performance. These students
responded in different ways. For example, some of the students wrote
the composition in pinyin instead of Chinese characters. This
indicates that they did not understand the requirement of the question.
Few of the students did not answer the entire question. Others
answered the questions with grammatical errors and spelling mistakes
although they wrote the composition in Chinese characters together
with pinyin.

For example, one of the students wrote a sentence #& 4 X 2 /L5
(which date is today). It is not a correct sentence because # (l) is a
wrong word in the sentence. /L5 (which date) is a questioning word
which never comes in a statement. Likewise, the students had
spelling mistakes, such as the Chinese character -7 that lacked one
horizontal stroke. This indicates that the students had partial
knowledge on Chinese character writing. Extract 10.2 is a sample of
an averagely performed response in question 10.
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Extract 10.2 is a response of average performance.

In Extract 10 .2, a student was able to answer some parts of the items
I, 2, 3 and 4 but failed in item 5, thus they scored average marks.

Furthermore, the analysis indicates that 940 (53.2%) students scored
from 0 to 3.0 marks, which is a weak performance. They did not
have a good mastery of the Chinese Language. Some of the students
wrote unorganized sentences which are not related to the topic. Some
students even mixed Chinese characters with English sentences.
Others wrote Chinese pinyin without tones, thus scored 0 to 3 marks.
They did not have ability to write a complete and correct Chinese
sentence, but they failed and they ended up switching to the English
Language. Extract 10.3 is a sample of a poor response in question 10.

--------------------------------

............
.................................................................................

Extract 10.3 is a sample of a poor response.
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3.0 STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE IN DIFFERENT TOPICS

The analysis of the students’ responses in various topics indicates that the
students performed well in Comprehension (question number 1 and 2),
Language Use (question number 3, 4 and 5) Patterns and Vocabulary
(question number 7) and Composition (question number 9). The good
performance implies that the students had sufficient knowledge on
Comprehension, Good knowledge of Chinese Vocabularies, subject matter and
had the ability of answering questions according to the requirements.

On the other hand, some students had average performance in the topics of
Patterns and Vocabulary (question number 6 and 8), Composition (question
number 10). The students performed averagely because they had partial
knowledge on Chinese characters and pinyin. Question 6; was performed by
43.0% of students. It was the lowest performed question in this assessment.
The question required the students to write pinyin on the given Chinese
Characters and most of students managed to write correct pinyin, but they put
wrong tone or wrong Initials/Finals on words.

In question 8, the students were instructed to write Chinese Characters. Most
of students were unable to write characters completely and some characters
missed strokes, while others placed strokes wrongly. This indicates that the
students had insufficient knowledge on rules of writing Chinese character.
Finally, in question number 10, the question required the students to write a
composition by using the given guiding questions. Most of the student failed to
use the guiding questions and composed a short essay with a lot of errors.
Some students answered the guiding questions by listing. The analysis
indicates that students had insufficient knowledge on Language Use and
Chinese characters.

There was no topic that was poorly performed in this assessment because all
questions were performed above 40%.

In the analysis report the students’ performance is grouped in three categories,
namely, good performance, average performance and weak performance. The
three categories are represented by three colors: green, yellow and red color,
respectively, as shown in Appendix I. The performance which ranges from 0 to
29 percent is considered weak where as the one which ranges from 30 to 64
percent regarded as average and that ranges from 65 to 100 percent is
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4.0

considered good. The analysis was based on average percentage of
performance of students who scored 30 percent and above of all the marks
allocated to the question.

CONCLUSION

The students’ Performance in the Form Two National Assessment in Chinese
Language subject was generally good as 89.07% percent of students passed the
assessment. This means that in 2019 Form Two National Assessments, the
performance has increased by 3.3% compared to that of 2018, where the
performance was 85.77%. In addition to that, the performance in various topics
has been improved given that this year there is no poorly performed topic in all
questions in the year 2019. The lowest performed question was 43.0% while
the highest was 98.3%.

Furthermore, the analysis of the items indicates that the students were able to
read and comprehend simple texts in Chinese Language. The analysis showed
further that the students had adequate reading comprehension and vocabulary
skills.

Moreover, the analysis of the items indicates that the students who performed
poorly faced challenges in answering the questions. These challenges include
inability to use patterns which are special and important to Chinese Language.
The insufficient knowledge of grammatical rules, especially on constructing
words/sentences was another challenge. They also faced some difficulties in
recognizing and writing the Chinese characters. They did not know how to use
the Initials, Finals, as well as the use of tones in syllables. The rule of writing
Chinese Characters was another hindrance to the students’ performance.

Finally, in order to improve the performance, the students should be given
more exercises to practice both in reading and writing in order to acquire
sufficient vocabulary. According to this analysis, it has been also observed that
most of the students who sat for Chinese Language assessment had basic
knowledge in the Chinese Language, but more effort should be made in order
to improve performance in future examination.
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5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to improve the students' performance in the Chinese Language subject,
it is recommended that:

5.1 Teachers should motivate students on the recognition of Chinese writing,
system including pinyin and Chinese characters.

5.2 Students should be given more writing exercises in order to practice and
improve their ability of using Chinese characters.

5.3 Teachers should encourage students to read more new words and
passages related to the knowledge they learn frequently to improve their
vocabulary and grammar by giving them simple texts.

5.4 Teachers should provide more instructions and exercises on writing
logical paragraphs or composition by giving the students pictures, cards
and simple titles.
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APPENDIX |

Summary of Students’ Performance per Topic for the Chinese Language Subject in
FTNA 2019

% of Students who % of Students
Scored an Average | who Scored an

SIN Topic Nl?n?Ber of 30 Percent or Average of 30 Remarks
Above in each Percent or Above
Question in each Topic

6 43.0
Patterns and
3. Vocabulary 7 81.7 58.0 Average
8 49.3

49



APPENDIX 11

Comparison Summary of Students’ Performance per Topic for 2018 and 2019

2019

Sy fewsy

9A0QY/ JO Juadlad
og jo mmm._m>< ue palods
oYM Sjuapnis Jo abejusdiad

suonsang Jo JaquinN

a1do |

Patterns and

2018

Sy fewsy

Vocabulary

Average

9NO0QY J0 1U82J3d
0€ JO abeJany Ue palods
oYM Syuapnis Jo abejuadiad

60.19

suonsanQ Jo Jagunp

3

2| 59.91

aido

Patterns and

Vocabulary

Composition

N/S

4.
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