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FOREWORD

The Students’ Item Response Analysis (SIRA) report on the performance of
students in English Language subject in the Form Two National Assessment
(FTNA) for 2017 has been prepared in order to provide feedback to educational
administrators, school managers, teachers and other stakeholders aboutstudents’
abilities in the English Language subject.

The report contains an in-depth analysis of the students’ performance in English
Language subject in the 2017 FTNA. The report highlights the challenges faced by
the students in answering questions. These include: the inability to identify tasks of
the questions, the lack of knowledge of tenses and grammar, inadequate basic
vocabulary for use in different situations and the inability to interpret and combine
concepts in a comprehension passage. Contrarily, the analysis indicates that some
of the students scored high marks because they could identify the tasks of the
questions, they had sufficient knowledge of grammatical rules, they had adequate
basic vocabulary for use in different situations and they were able to interpret and
combine concepts in a comprehension passage.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) expects that the
feedback provided in this report will enable educational administrators, school
managers, teachers, and other stakeholders to take appropriate measures to
improve the teaching and learning of the English Language in secondary schools.
This will eventually lead to a better performance in the subject. In addition, the
Council expects that the skills which students will acquire from the analysis will
improve their performances, not only in the Form Two National Assessment
(FTNA), but also in other NECTA examinations.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments
and suggestions from teachers, school quality assurers, curriculum developers and
any other educational stakeholders for improving future FTNA SIRA reports.

Finally, the Council would like to thank examinations officers, examiners and all
people who participated in preparing and analysing the data used in this report. The
Council equally thanks all who participated in the printing of the report.

Y

Dr. Charles E.Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
iv



1.0

INTRODUCTION

This report is an analysis of the performance of students, who sat for the
Form Two National Assessment (FTNA)in the English Language subject in
November, 2017. The analysis indicates strengths and weaknesses of the
students during the answering of questions. The focus of the analysis was
on questions which were performed well, those with average performance
and those with poor performance. The analysis also focused on questions
which were avoided by most of the students.

The analysis of the students’ performance in individual items is presented
by indicating the percentages of those who attempted the question and
those who scored various marks. The focus is on the percentages of
students with high marks, average marks and low marks. Extracts of
responses from the students’ scripts have been presented to show how they
answered questions in view of the demands of each item.

Three categories of performance are also used in the analysis of the
students’ performance in each topic. The performance from 65 to 100
percent is categorised as good, from 30 to 64 percent is average, and from
0 to 29 percent is weak. Three basic colours have been used to represent the
performances: green indicates a good performance, yellow shows an
average performance while red denotes a weak performance. The whole
analysis is based on the average percentage of the students who scored an
average of 30 percent or above, of the marks allocated to the question. The
students’ performance in each topic is summarised in the Appendix.

The English Language Assessment for FTNA 2017 tested the students’
competences on Comprehension and Summary, Language Use, Patterns
and Vocabulary and Reading Programme. The English Language paper
had four sections A, B, C and D, with a total of 10 compulsory questions.
Section A had 2 questions, where question 1 had 15 marks and question 2
had 5 marks, making a total of 20 marks. Section B, had 3 questions, where
question 3 and 4 carried 5 marks each, and question 5 carried 10 marks,
making a total of 20 marks. Section C, had 3 questions, whereas, question 6
carried 5 marks, question 7 carried 15 marks and question 8 carried 20
marks, making a total of 40 marks. Section D had 2 questions each carrying
10 marks, making a total of twenty 20 marks. All questions were set based

on the English Language Syllabus for Secondary Schools of 2010.
1
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2.1

211

The number of students who sat for this paper in November 2017 was
484,637, of which 253,983, were girls and 231,527 were boys. Among the
students who sat for the English Language National Assessment, 81.16
percent passed with different grades, as shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Students’ Pass Grades in FTNA 2017, English Language
National Assessment

Grade A B C D F
% of Students 14.76 8.34 25.94 32.12 18.84

According to this data, the performance in this year’s English Language
examination has increased by 3.95 percent when compared to 2016 where
77.21 percent of 409,507 students passed with different grades, as shown in
Table 2.

Table 2: Students Pass Grades in FTNA 2016 English Language
National Assessment
Grade A B C D F

% of Students 6.11 11.34 28.46 31.29 22.78

ANALYSIS OF THE STUDENTS’
QUESTION

Section A: Comprehension and Summary

PERFORMANCE IN EACH

There were two (2) compulsory questions in this section. Question 1
consisted of part (a), which carried 10 marks and part (b), which carried 5
marks. Question 2 carried 5 marks, making a total of 20 marks.

Question 1: Comprehension with Short Answers and True/False
Questions

In this question, the students were instructed to read a given passage and
answer a question that followed using information from the passage (i-v) in
part (a) and to write TRUE if a statement is correct or FALSE if a statement
is not correct (i-v) in part (b). The question tested the students’ ability to
read and comprehend the given passage.

My pet is a dog, his name is Nene. He has brown and black fur and

his hind legs are slightly shorter than the front ones. His ears are

always upright. 1 can remember certainly well the day my father

brought him home. It was on 17" December, 2015. At that time, he
2



was a puppy of two months, it was surely the best day of my life. I
held him and tried to be good at him, but it was a bad day for him
since he had been separated from his mother and other puppies.

Nene did not eat or drink anything the whole day. Of course, | was
happy to have him for my own, but his cries made me feel sorry for
him and | promised to take good care of him. After three days, he
started eating well and even played with me.

Nene is a lovely dog; he is loved by all members of our family. He
comes to greet me whenever |1 come back from school. He wags his
tail and lies down ready to play. He is an intelligent and obedient dog
I have ever seen.

After finishing my homework, | always play with him. My mother
often tells me “Mark, 1 am happy you got what you have always
wanted”. We feed him once a day, we provide him with plenty of
water throughout the day, along with dog-food. To make him clean,
we give him a bath with dog-shampoo once a week. We also clean his
kennel every day. Every year, we take him to the veterinary clinic for
vaccinations. He is both a protector and a friend.

The question was attempted by 100 percent of the students, of which 30.14
percent scored from 10 to 15 marks, which is a good performance.
Moreover, 56.03 percent scored from 4.5 to 9 marks, which is an average
performance and 13.83 percent scored from 0 to 4 marks, which is a weak
performance. Among the students with a weak performance, only 0.25
percent scored 0. The general performance of the students in the question
was therefore good, since 86.17 percent scored from 4.5 to 15 marks. The
over allstudents’ performance in the question is summarised in Figurel.



Scores

m0-4
45-9
m10-15

56.03%

Figure 1: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 1.

The analysis of the students’ responses shows that the students with high
marks were able to read and understand what was written in the passage.As
a result, they could complete the five sentences (i-v) in part (a) with correct
information from the passage. They also identified statements (i), (ii) and
(iv) which were correct and statements (iii) and (v) which were not correct
among the five statements given in part (b). The performance suggests that
the students understood the task of the question and had adequate reading
comprehension skills. Correct responses for part (a) and (b) are shown in
Extract 1.1 and 1.2, respectively.



Extract 1.1

Questions

(a)

Answer the following questions by using the right information from the passage.
(i)  Who was keeping the dog?

(ii) When was the dog brought home?
The...clog.wsas. brought...home....cn...L 2P Necember. 2045

(i) Why do you think Nene was crying?
..Nena..was...Cm/)mﬂ....«Y{.nff.....be‘..chﬂ...bﬁen..;iepqramﬁ ..... Fon)....
Whis avelber. aned T ather. o PUPPLRLT . oL

(iv) How many times was Nene fed in a day?

L Nene.. was... yed. . one. .a.cfa.u’o ......................................................

(v} Why was Nene taken to the veterinary clinic?

Extract 1.1: A response by a student who read and understood the passage,
as was able to identify the answers for the five items (i-v) given.

Extract 1.2

(b

For each of the following statements, write TRUE if the statement is correct or
FALSE if the statement is not correct.
(i) The dog had brown and black fur ...... TRUE oo .

(ii) Nene was a protector and a friend...... TKUE... ... ..
(iii) Mark did not like to play with the dog ,..FBUE. U
(iv) Nene’s ears were always upright...... TRUE oo

(v) Nene was brought home when he was three month

old........ Fale oo

Extract 1.2: A response by a student who realised that statements (i), (ii)
and (iv) were correct while statements (iii) and (v) were not correct.

The students with average marks in this question scored from 4.5 to 9
marks. The majority of the students in this group were able to answer items
(1), (ii), (iv) and (v) in part (a) and items (i), (iii) and (iv) in part (b). This
performance suggests that they had partial comprehension skills, which
prevented them from identifying all the answers in the passage.
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Further analysis showed that a few students who scored 0 failed to respond
to the questions as required; probably due to a poor mastery of the English
Language, which might have hindered them from understanding what was
written in the given passage. Consequently, many of them left the questions
unanswered. Others just picked unrelated words or sentences from the
passage and used them as answers. In answering item (i) Who was keeping
the dog?, for example, one of the students, responded as follows: his name
is Nene. Another student provided the following response: Is a lovely dog.
He is loved by all members of our family. Another student respondedas
follows: It was surely the best day of my life. Comparatively, however, very
few students scored 0 in part (b) of the question. Samples of poor responses
for part (a) and (b) are presented in Extract 1.3 and 1.4, respectively.

Extract 1.3

(i) Who was keepmgt
& Jmmn..f%mj...... %)T’Cmc LIHJ ..... J..:‘?F%.J.Li ....... ﬂ’n@liﬂ'

(i) 1?1wa‘s the 1 i ght ho m‘f]r? [_m)&[ Ly all MTlF UIrgwﬁqml/

aﬁ{'m‘zmeﬂeﬁ‘ef 1 ome b

(iii) Why do youLthlnk Nenj as Cﬁmg'?

et W57 . i N rem\// JB lﬁ\)/ el an el {ﬂl”q,\
Dlomj( azlelw e: ................ t? ...................... ﬂ ..........

(iv) How many times was Nene fed in a gay?

%mmnqﬁa@m@«m TeqTmMmeHwa

(v) Why was Nene taken to the vetermary clinic? m [&
dla; oy

Ngm, & nbf/ eqk'cnu}nn

Extract 1.3: A response by a student who just copied some words and
sentences from the passage and used them in answering part (a).



Extract 1.4

(b)  For each of the following statements, write TRUE if the statement is correct or

FALSE if the statement is not correct.
() The dog had brown and black fur THUE .....cocccor

(i) Nene was a protector and a frlendgﬂ\s%

(iii) Mark did not like to play with the dog JRUE

(iv) Nene's ears were always upright... %\“E e s

(v) Nene was brought home when he was three month

old....‘..j?.\% ..................

Extract 1.4: A response by a student who scored only 1 mark in item (i)
among the five statements given.

2.1.2 Question 2: Reading and Obtaining Specific Information from the
Given Passage

In this question, the students were instructed to read a short passage and
thereafter identify five adjectives from the passage. The question tested the
students’ ability to identify specific information from the passage, making
application on what they have learned, specifically adjectives and using the
knowledge in answering the question.

| am not as big as an elephant. | am not as fat as a pig. | am not as
tall as a giraffe. I am not as fierce as a lion. I am not as talkative
as a parrot. | am not as greedy as a hyena. | am not as fast as a
cheetah and | am not as blind as a bat because | am who | am.

The question was attempted by 99.99 percent of the students, of which
39.15 percent scored from 4 to 5 marks, which is high performance.
Moreover, 3.45 percent scored from 2 to 3 marks, which is average
performance and 57.40 percent scored from 0 to 1 mark, which is weak
performance. Among the students with a weak performance, 55.68 percent
scored 0. The general performance of the students in the question was
therefore average, since 42.60 percent scored from 2 to 5 marks. The
overall students’ performance in the question is summarised in Figure 2.



3.45
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Figure 2: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 2.

The students with high marks in this question scored from 4 to 5 marks.
Those who scored 5 marks were able to read the short passage and identify
five adjectives among the eight adjectives given in the passage. These are:
“big”, “fat”, “tall”, “fierce”, “talkative”, “greedy”, “fast” and “blind.” This
suggests that they knew what adjectives are. Extract 2.1 is a response of a
student who identified the adjectives: “big”, “fat”, “greedy”, “tall” and
“fierce” from the short passage, as shown in Extract 2.1.

Extract 2.1

Identify five adjectives from the given passage:

) o BEG e
Gy b et
G oo L0 oo et

i) .. .
) AR e e e

Extract 2.1: A response by a student who identified the five adjectives from
the given passage, thus scoring high marks.



The student with average marks in this question scored from 2 to 3 marks.
These students were able to identify two or three adjectives among the
eight adjectives given in the passage. Many of these students mixed
adjectives with other word classes, such as nouns, verbs or an adverb, as
shown in Extracts 2.2 and 2.3, respectively.

Extract 2.2

Identify five adjectives from the given passage:

Extract 2.2: A response by a student who identified 2 adjectives in items (ii)
and (iii). The words in items (i), (iv) and (v) were incorrect responses.

Extract 2.3

Identify five adjectives from the given passage:

(i) b:c\ ...........................................................................................
(i) .- rtf.@l,ﬁ.e ..................................................................................
) DO
(V) VB CC oo

Extract 2.3: A response by a student who identified 3 adjectives in items (i),
(iii) and (iv). The nouns in items (ii) and (v) were incorrect responses.

Further analysis shows that the students who scored 0 in this question failed
to identify the five adjectives in the short passage, which is an indication
that they did not know what adjectives are. Many of the students in this
category left the question unanswered. Some of the students copied nouns
in the short passage and used them as answers. One of the students, for
example, provided the nouns: “lion”, “cheetah”, “elephant”, “hyena” and

9



“giraffe.” Others just copied some words in the short passage and used
them as answers. One of the students, for example, provided the words: “I”,
Are”, “They”, “Is” and “Were”, as shown in Extract 2.4.

Extract 2.4

Identify five adjectives from the given passage:

W e e e
() o A e
(iif) TL{‘} ...............................................................................
(i) oo L e
W) o VR R )

Extract 2.4: A response by a student who provided the words “T”, Are”,
“They”, “Is” and “Were”, instead of adjectives.

Other students copied the comparative sentences in the short passage and
used them as answers, as shown in Extract 2.5.

Extract 2.5

Identify five adjectives from the given passage:

0 Lo nekoas big esen etehank
(i) ....\,mm...ﬁ%....cxﬁ..hk..QS..Q..[)._{IS .........................................
i) Aon nok as el s & qiralBr s
v \om. nok oo fast as & Cheetah
® LA nok. Hiede 0. abad L besaus e Lam. wholan

Extract 2.5: A response by a student who failed to identify the five
adjectives from the passage given.

10



2.2

221

Section B: Language Use
This section consisted of three questions, which were divided into matching
items, jumbled sentences and writing a composition.

Question 3: Matching Items

In this question, the students were instructed to match items in column A
with those in column B to make meaningful sentences by writing correct
letters below corresponding item numbers. Column A consisted of five (5)
statements describing ownership using the verb “belong.” Column B
consisted of eight (8) alternatives containing different forms of possessive
pronouns where the students were to select best answers. The question
tested the students’ ability to use possessive pronouns “mine”, “ours”,
“yours”, “hers”, “his” and “theirs” and “its.”

Column A Column B
(i)  This pen belongs to me. A. ltisyours.
(i) These houses belong to us. B. ltishis.
(iif) This cat belongs to you. C. ltistheirs.
(iv) This dress belongs to Upendo. D. They are ours.
(v) This knife belongs to my father. E. ltisits.
(vi) This farm belongs to them. F. Itis hers.
G. ltisours.
H. Itis mine.

The question was attempted by 100 percent of the students, of which 41.55
percent scored from 4 to 5 marks, which is a good performance. Moreover,
31.81 percent scored from 2 to 3 marks, which is an average performance
and 26.64 percent scored from 0 to 1 mark, which is a weak performance.
Among the students with a weak performance, 10.9 percent scored 0. The
overall performance of the students in the question was therefore good,
considering that 73.36 percent scored from 2 to 5 marks. The students’
performance in the question is summarised in Figure 3.

11
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Figure 3: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 3.

The students with high marksscored from 4 to 5 marks. Those who scored 5
marks were able to match statements in column A with their corresponding
possessive pronouns in column B, which is an indication that they knew
how to use the possessive pronouns tested. They knew that the possessive
pronoun “mine” refers to a thing or things that belong to aspeaking person.
The possessive pronoun “ours” refers to a thing or things that belong to
speakingpeople. The possessive pronoun “yours” refers to a thing or things
that belong to a person or persons being spoken to. The possessive pronoun
“hers’ refers to a thing or things that belong to a female person spoken
about. The possessive pronoun “his” refers to a thing or things that belong
to a male person being spoken about. The possessive pronoun ‘“theirs”
refers to a thing or things that belong to people being spoken about. The
possessive pronoun “its” refers to a thing or things that belong to an animal,
a thing or even a child.

With that knowledge, the students were able to associate possessive
pronouns in column B with statements in column A.They realised that item
(i) required a possessive pronoun “mine” (letter “H”), since it correlates
with apersonal pronoun “me.” They realised that item (ii) required
apossessive pronoun “ours” (letter “D”); since it correlates with a personal
pronoun “us” and the subject in plural form “These houses.” They realised
that item (iii)required a possessive pronoun “yours” (letter “A”), since it
correlates with a personal pronoun “you.” They realised that item (iv)
required a possessive pronoun “hers” (letter “F”), since it correlates with a

12



2.2.2

noun “Upendo”, which refers to a female person. Finally, they realised that
item (v) required a possessive pronoun “his” (letter “B”), since it correlates
with a noun “my father”, which refers to a male person. Extract 3.1 is a
good response by one of the students.

Extract 3.1

ANSWERS
COLUMN A ) (i) (i) i) %) i)
COLUMN B 1 D A = B, C

Extract 3.1: A sample of a response by a student who matched sentences in
column A with their corresponding items in column B.

On the other hand, a few students who scored O failed to match the
statements in column A with their corresponding possessive pronouns in
column B. The incorrect matches provided by the students in this category
show that, they did not have adequate knowledge of the meaning and use of
possessive pronouns tested. As a result, they just guessed the answers.
Extract 3.2 is a sample of a poor response by one of the students.

Extract 3.2

ANSWERS

COLUMN A ) (i) (iii) (iv) ) vi)
COLUMN B B H G D A C

Extract 3.2: Aresponse by a student who failed to match items in column A
with their corresponding items in column B.

Question 4: Re-arranging Jumbled Sentences into a Logical Sequence

In this question, students were instructed to re-arrange sentences into a
logical sequence to make a meaningful paragraph by writing a letter of a
corresponding number in the table provided. The question tested the
students’ ability to relate events in a logical manner.

The family was composed of four members.

The four members were Mr&Mrs Jongo and their two children.
One of the children was a boy and the other was a girl.

Once upon a time, there was one family living in the village
The village was known as Songambele.

mooO W >

13



F  The boy was called Musa and the girl was Anne.

The question was attempted by 100 percent of the students, of which 9.13
percent scored from 4 to 5 marks, which is a good performance. Moreover,
17.43 percent scored from 2 to 3 marks, which is an average performance
and 33.44 percent scored from 0 to 1 mark, which is a weak performance.
Among the students with a weak performance, 24.18 percent scored 0. The
general performance of the students in the question was therefore good,
considering that 66.56 percent scored from 2 to 5 marks. The overall
students’ performance in the question is summarised in Figure 4.

Scores

m0-1
2-3
m4-5

17.43%

Figure 4: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 4.

The students with a good performance scored from 4 to 5 marks. Those
who scored 5 marks were able to identify and use appropriate transitional
clues in re- arranging the five jumbled sentences into logical sequences to
make a meaningful paragraph. The students recognised the sentence “D” to
be the first sentence because it starts with an expression “Once upon a time
......~ which is used at the beginning of children’s stories to mean “a long
time ago.” The sentence “E” was identified to be the second sentence
because it states a name of the village (Songambele), which was first
introduced in the sentence “D”. The sentence “A” was selected to be the
third sentence since it starts with a phrase “the family” which refers back to
the phrase “one family” in the sentence “D”. The sentence “B” was selected
to be the forth because it mentions the four members of the family
introduced in the sentence “A”. The sentence “C” was recognised to be the
fifth sentence because it mentions the sex of the two children introduced in

14



2.2.3

the sentence “B.” Extract 4.1 is a sample of a good response by one of the
candidates who scored high marks in the question.

Extract 4.1
ANSWERS
1 st 2Ild 3l'd 4lh ) Sth 6th
D E A & C F

Extract 4.1: A response by a student who was able to re-arrange the jumbled
sentences in a logical sequence to make a meaningful paragraph.

The students who scored 0 failed to identify and use transitional markers to
determine the arrangement of sentences from the first sentence to the last in
the given jumbled sentences. As a result, they seemingly guessed answers.
Extract 4.2 is a sample of a poor response by one of the students.

Extract 4.2

ANSWERS

lst 2nd 3rd 4th ﬂth 6th
A £ B C D F

Extract 4.2: A response by a student who failed to re-arrange the jumbled
sentences in a good order to make a meaningfulparagraph.

Question 5: Writing a Composition

In this question, the students were instructed to write a composition entitled
“My Friend’s Birthday Party.” The question tested thestudents’ ability to
narrate past events. The students were given the following guidelines.

(@) When and where was the venue?

(b) How were the people dressed up?

(c) How many people attended the party?

(d) Were there any entertainments, e.g. singing, dancing?
() What and how was the food and drinks served?

The question was attempted by 99.99 percent of the students, of which
17.45 percent scored from 6.5 to 10marks, which is a good performance.

15



Moreover, 28.84percent scored from 3 to 6 marks, which is average
performance and 53.71percent scored from 0 to 2.5 marks, which is weak
performance. Among the students with a weak performance, 35.13 percent
scored 0. It was further noted that 0.01 percent avoided the question. The
general performance of the students in the question was therefore average,
since 46.29percent scored from 3 to 10 marks. The overall students’
performance in the question is summarised in Figure 5.

100 +
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -
50 -
40 -
30 -

20 - 17.45
10 | L
O = T T
0-25 3-6 6.5-10
Scores

53.71

28.84

Percentages of Students

Figure 5: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 5.

A few students who scored from 6.5 to 10 marks demonstrated adequate
knowledge of the subject matter.Those who scored 10 marks wrote a
composition entitled “My Friend’s Birthday Party” using the five guide
questions correctly. They also demonstrated a good command of the
English Language. They excellently elaborated and organised the points
using appropriate words and well-formed sentences. Extract 5.1 is a sample
of a good composition by one of the students who scored high marks.

16



Extract5.1

wed | ning ok A0 00 inds dles got Wy
........ “Wm\@w:?wma nw
\\\\\L\\\‘W\Q\\m:\mw ......... m\x-...[’.\.\.\....\‘i& .....
o A0 sk g ot g - o\ St . . ik
B0 oagehe B Ohaoe e O\ e O, \ o0
xml\\\}_\msg ................
S, . farky . ag 3. oy s o Ty vadud DI, Dtopl:
M. .\m\;..mgﬁu@.,.x\‘ mﬂswm\gtdmfﬁﬂ\w “\g .&?.:t.rd.

W, oy dtsing oo v § ope.. hended

....................................................................................................

.............................................................................................

........................
................................................................................

..........................................................................................

......................................................................................................

Extract 5.1: A good response by a student who wrote a composition about
his/her friend’s birthday party and thus score highmarks.
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The students who scored from 0 to 2.5 marks, which is categorised as a
weak performance, failed to write a composition as required. Some of the
students tried to invite their friends to a birthday party. Those who scored
from 1 to 2 marks failed to elaborate points clearly due to the poor mastery
of the English Language. For example, one of such students provided the
following explanation: My friend | like | attended birthday party. There
many entertainment, singing, dancing and music. The following unclear
explanations were also provided by one of the students: birthday party of
my friend’s attended Monday morning at 2:00. Also were dancing music to
singing that day, were eating rice, and drinking drinks. Another student
provided the following explanation: So was many people in the party
people dressed one type of clothes colour which is black. We have 60
people who attended in the party.

Further analysis of the students’ responses shows that the students who
scored O demonstrated inadequate knowledge of composition writing.
Many of such students left the question unanswered. Some of the students
invited their friends to a birthday party, as shown in Extract 5.2.

Extract 5.2

re Aras = ALTIDE §

........................................................... Malhdprsaiitestssaryrsasnnnainintianeserrns

nead (o Your Welgome ot The. B, da 0. e

...................... Y R L R R R R ) O O

Extract 5.2: A response by a student who tried to invite a friend to a birthday
party contrary to the task of the question.
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There were also the students who just described their daily routines. Others
tried to re-arrange the sentences in question 4 and used them as answers to
question 5. Others just copied some words or sentences from the passage in
question 1 and used them as answers in question 5, as shown in Extract 5.2.

Extract 5.2

...................................
.........................................

..................................

.+ mf*ﬁgwcﬂ’a ............. f .......... fu.f.@:!.’!?@%ﬂlﬁf..lﬁ...wai..
ﬁu' e gj ........................................ Fﬁ.lelﬁﬁ.l&.mm....cmd ......
Avdd do be ged gk i b wha) ahaed dag for
hmbuf i 0. had dey ....'C..h.ém....f.a@.h .....

................................................................

..ﬂ?ff? .*.J. ................................................. z%m ............ the uihote
..é?j..@f...@%lﬁf.ﬂf ..... Lu.c.u..}.( ) UPLthfC‘fm ULl
..... uJ*quﬂme/P e ormy for hiincind |
"rcrmédv‘ct’a/ﬁrf jﬂw/%ffffz%ee
..................................... P(...LH.@L/..?{T’?/...?V.G.. vy

..... -
pne. 10,9, /ety dage 15 loved by, all meniats of
...Qe@f...f@mt‘fﬂy ....... mmuf/?@”fw
L Torme blagk Frem e 7 .......................

Extract 5.2: A response by a student who copied some sentences from the
passage in question 1 and used them as answers in question 5.
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2.3

2.3.1

Section C: Patterns and Vocabulary

This section consisted of three compulsory questions 6, 7 and 8. Question 6
that carried 5 marks, part (a) of question 7 carried 5 marks and part(b)
carried 10 marks, making a total of 15 marks. Question 8 had parts (a) and
(b) that carried 10 marks each, making a total of 20 marks. The whole
section had a total of 40 marks.

Question 6: Completing a ParagraphUsing Words Given in a Box

In this question the students were given a paragraph with five blank spaces
which were to be filled in using words given in a box. The question tested
the correct use of indefinite pronouns.

Someone, nobody, somewhere, everybody, nothing

It was a cold and windy night. Manju and his family were in their sitting

room doing (a)...............cceeeee. (b) oo . ...wanted the door closed,
but (c)... ... stood up to do it. The wznd camefrom @)...
up the hz‘lls. (e) veveeeeeennnnn ... ShoOuld stand up and close the door, |t is too

windy for me,” shouted the youngest boy. Surprisingly enough, all of them
stood up and rushed to the door.

The question was attempted by 99.99 percent of the students, of which
12.53 percent scored from 4 to 5 marks, which is a good performance.
Moreover, 33.47 percent scored from 2 to 3 marks, which is an average
performance and 54.00 percent scored from 0 to 1 mark, which is a weak
performance. Among the students with a weak performance, 26.73 percent
scored 0. The general performance of the students in the question was
therefore average, since 46.00 percent scored from 2 to 5 marks. The
overall students’ performance in the question is summarised in Figure 6.
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Figure 6: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 6.

The students who scored high marks were able to complete the paragraph
using the indefinite pronouns given in the box. These students had adequate
knowledge of the meaning and uses of the indefinite pronouns given in the
box. They knew that indefinite pronouns are used to refer to people, things
or places without saying exactly who or what they are. The indefinite
pronouns ending in “-body” or “-one” are used for people, the indefinite
pronouns ending in “-thing” are used for things and the indefinite pronouns
ending in “-where” are used for places. They thus related the indefinite
pronouns to the blank spaces in the paragraph and realised that item (a)
required an indefinite pronoun “nothing”, which correlates with a word
“nothing.” Normally, people do something or nothing. They also realised
that item (b) required an indefinite pronoun “everybody”, which correlates
with a clause “wanted the door closed because it was a cold and windy
night.” Moreover, they realised that item (c) required an indefinite pronoun
“nobody”, which means “no one” stood up to do it.” They further realised
that item (d) required an indefinite pronoun “somewhere”, which correlates
with a phrase “the wind came from.” They finally realised that the item
required an indefinite pronoun “someone”, which implies “any person.”
Extract 6.1 is a sample of a good response by one of the students who
scored high marks in the question.
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Extract 6.1

It was cold and windy night, Manju and his family were in their sitting room doing

(a)..no%fnq .................. (b) @UQW)deU} ................ wanted the door closed,
but () .10 b.@.d\l} ............ stood up to do it. The wind came from (d)
Somesdherg.......... up the hills. (e) “. Some QIE............ should stand up and close

the door, it is too windy for me,” shouted the youngest boy. Surprising enough, all of them
stood up and rushed to the door.

Extract 6.1: A response by students who correctly completed the paragraph
by using the words given in the box, thus scoring highmarks.

Contrarily, the students who scored 1 mark or O did not have adequate
knowledge of the meaning and uses of the indefinite pronouns given.
Consequently, they randomly picked the words without considering the
meaning of the sentences given. For example, one of the students used an
indefinite pronoun “someone” in item (a), without realising that the
subsequent sentence: “Manju and his family were in their sitting room
doing someone” was meaningless. The student also used the word
“nothing” in item (b), without realising that the item required an indefinite
pronoun ‘“everybody” that refers to people, as signalled by the words
“wanted the door closed. However, the student correctly used an indefinite
pronoun “nobody” in item (c) to make a meaningful sentence: “nobody
stood up to do it.” In item (d) the student used the indefinite pronoun
“everybody”, without realising that the words “came from” correlates with
“a place”, not “people.” In item (e) the student used an indefinite pronoun
“somewhere”, without realising that the resultant sentence: “Somewhere
should stand up and close the door,...” was meaningless. Extract 6.2 is a
response of a student who failed to complete the paragraph by filling in the
blank spaces using the words given in the box.

22



Extract 6.2

It was cold and windy night. Manju and his family were in their sitting room doing

(a)Eve\\(jbog ........ (b) SOWW\"RVE ............... wanted the door closed,
but (c) M'HMEﬂ .............. stood up to do it. The wind came from (d)
Somep one

......................... up the hills. (e) “. Mlﬁaﬁ should stand up and close

the door, it is too windy for me,” shouted the youngest boy. Surprising enough, all of them

stood up and rushed to the door.

Extract 6.2: A response by a student who failed to complete the paragraph
by usingcorrect words.

2.3.2.1: Question 7 (a): Filling in the Blanks Using Correct words from the List

In this question, the students were instructed to fill in the blanks using
correct words from a given list. The question tested the correct use of
prepositions of place, direction and time.

Words: towards, within, through, after, at

(i)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)
v)

He arrived here... ... ......sunrise.

The travellers rested...... ... ......out the day.
We are .................. the allocated time.
The party will szart...............6:00pm.

We are heading......... the bus stand.

2.3.2.2 Question 7 (b): Re-writing Sentences Using Correct Question Tags

In this question, the students were given five sentences to re-write using
correct question tags. The question tested the correct use of question tags.

(i)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)
v)

Abdallah likes playing tennis...............cc.cce e eeeie e e e e e
CatS TKE 7S ... cv et et et et et e e e et e e e e
George does not enjoy reading novels................ccccccceveevee v
Your parents hate SMOKING... ... .....c.ccoeeeeeiee et e ee e et e e e
Reading makes me happy ... ..........ccoeeoeeieeieses it e e e e
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The question was attempted by 100 percent of the students. Among these
students, 76 percent scored from 0 to 4 marks, out of which 7.04 scored 0.
Moreover, 17.74 percent scored from 4.5 to 9 marks, which is an average
performance and only 6.26 percent scored from 10 to 15 marks, which is a
high performance. The general performance of the students in the question
was therefore weak, since only 24 percent scored from 4.5 to 15 marks. The
overall students’ performance in the question is summarised in Figure 7.

Scores
m0-4
45-9
m10-15

17.74%

Figure 7: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 7.

The students who scored low marks, including 0 in part (a) of question 7
did not have adequate knowledge of the meaning and uses of the tested
prepositions. They thus guessed answers. In attempting item (i), for
example, many students in this category used the incorrect prepositions
“through”, “towards” or “within.” In attempting item (ii), they used the
incorrect prepositions “after”, “through”, “within” or “towards.” In
attempting item (iv), they used the incorrect prepositions “within” or
“through.” In attempting item (v), they used the incorrect prepositions “at”,
“through”, “after” or “within.” Extract 7.1 is a sample of a poor response
by one of the students.
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Extract 7.1

1) He arrived here ............ M)‘\'H’)\lﬂ ..................... sunrise.

(ii) The travellersrested ............. ai ...................... out the day.
(iii) Weare ........... to W.@I.dsf. .................. the allocated time.
(iv) The party will start .............. ‘H’"O - h .............. . 6:00 pm.
(v) Weare heading ........... Q:F {'-9 ) AT .. the bus stand.

Extract 7.1: A response by a student who failed to fill in the blanks spaces
with correct prepositions given in the list.

Conversely, the students who scored high marks in part (a) were able to fill
in the blank spaces with correct prepositions given in the list. This suggests
that they had adequate knowledge of the meaning and uses of the tested
prepositions. They realised, for example, that item (i) required the
preposition “at”/“after”, as signalled by the word “sunrise” denoting the
time with reference to the appearance of the sun in the morning. They
realised that item (ii) required the preposition “through”, which correlates
with the words “out” and “day” to imply “the whole day.” They also
realised that item (iii) required the preposition “within” denoting “inside”
or “not beyond” the allocated time. Moreover, they realised that item (iv)
required the preposition ‘“at”/“after” denoting “the time when an event
takes place.” Finally, they realised that item (V) required the preposition of
direction “towards” denoting “in the direction of the bus stand.” Extract 7.2
is a sample of a good response by one of the students.

Extract 7.2

(a) Fill in the blanks by using the correct word from the following list.

towards, within, through,. after, at

(i) Hearrivedhere ............ a £ Yy sunrise.
(ii) The travellers rested ...... ’c'bto.t.{gh ...................... oﬁt the day.
(iii) Weare ................ Wwithin ... the allocated time.
(iv) The party will start ........... Qb 6:00 pm.
(v) We are heading ........ thf}J.Q.fC!f. ............. e the bus stand.

Extract 7.2: A response by a student who was able to fill in the blanks
spaces with correct preposition given in the list.
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Further analysis shows that the students with high marks in part (b) of

question 7 were able to re-write the given sentences with their correct

question tags. This was an indication that they had adequate knowledge of

how question tags are formed. They knew that:

(1) If a statement is positive, a question tag should be negative and vice
versa.

(i)  The use of auxiliary verbs changes according to the number (singular
or plural) of subjects in statements.

(iii) Tenses of verbs in a statement should be the same as those in the tags.

Extract 7.3 is a sample of a good response by one of the students.

Extract 7.3

(i)  Abdallah likes playing tennis.

Abdallah Lkes ‘O[CLJLery tonnis. olecsnt he’

FUTUPETORURN A Fherfibuar % J % SR DU+ St e SURPI sty e~ 0y A T I TR PP P ORI S

(ii) Cats like rats.

(iii) George does not enjoy reading novels.

(iv) Your parents hate smoking.

(v) Reading makes me happy.

Extract 7.3: A response by a student who was able to re-write the given
sentences with their correct question tags.

On the contrary, the students who scored 0 in part (b) did not have
adequate knowledge of question tag formation. Consequently, they
provided incorrect sentences, where a positive statementis followed by a
positive question tag; for example, Abdallah likes playing tennis, *does he?
They also provided sentences without agreement between the auxiliary verb
in the question tag and the subject in the statement; for example, Your
parents hate smoking,*doesn 't they? Instead of, don’t they? Moreover, they
provided sentences where the tense of the verb in a statement is not the
same as those in the tags; for, example, Abdallah likes playing tennis, *will
he?, as shown in Extract 7.4.
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Extract 7.4

(i) Abdallah likes playing tennis.
...... A oo BEL e

(i) Cats like rats.

(iii) George does not enjoy reading novels.
), 77
........ L.'//(//ﬂ?]//)dg/

(iv) Your parents hate smoking.

(v) Reading makes me happy.

Extract 7.4: A response by a student who could not insert correct question
tags by violating the procedures.

There were also students who changed the structure of the sentences or
omitted some parts of the sentences, as shown in Extract 7.5.

Extract 7.5

(i) Abdallah likes playing tennis.

CAbNeNade NS N RS
(ii) Cats like rats.

(iii) George does not enjoy reading novels.
..&e.fz,j......,n.cz.ﬁ....agg.y...&.eq.kf\nﬁ..nb.u.e.[ .......................................
(iv) Your parents hate smoking. ‘
_.mm....@mmﬁ......\o..@.\.&g;....x.m».m.n% ..........................................
(v) Reading makes me happy.

IR AR W PVX N o ' k.a.f..(?.}, ........................................................

Extract 7.5: A response by a student who violated procedures of inserting
correct question tags.
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2.3.3.1 Question 8 (a): Re-writing Sentences Using Correct Forms of Verbs in
the Brackets

In question 8 (a), the students were given five sentences to re-write using
correct forms of verbs in the brackets. The question tested the correct use of
the simple present tense.

(i)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

Mboka (take) his breakfast at 7:00 a.m. every day.

Our cow (go) to the river to drink water every afternoon.
She (do) her homework at 5:00 every evening.

We (learn) Mathematics every day.

My brother and I (watch) television every evening.

2.3.3.2 Question 8 (b): Family Relations

In question 8 (b), the students were given a family tree and were required
toanswer questions based on the relationships between family members.
The question tested the students’ability to describe family relationships.

John

Neema Hamisi + Ashura

+

(i)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)
v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)
)

14,: »lrxlf[ v v

Salome  Peter Anna

L |

b

Rose, Daniel

What is the relationship between John and Neema? ........................
How many children do Neema and John have?............ccccccccveveinennen,
How many children do Hamis and Ashura have?............ccccoceiiennn.
Who is HaWa’s MOREE?............c.ccccueiiiiiieiiieieee et
WhO0 iS ROSE’s father?........cooiiiie e,
Who is Salome’s Brother?...............cccoevvuvieiiieeiiieiiiieeiieeeie e
Who is ASRA’S fATRET?..........cccuoveeiieeeiieeeie e
Who is Daniel’s MOtRer?..............ccc.cccveeecuveeiieieeiieeeiee e
Who is Ashura’s granddaughter?...................ccccccovveeviianiiiaiianiiianinns
Who is Hawa’s brother in law?.................ccoocoevoiiiiieiiiis i,
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The question was attempted by 100 percent of the students, of which 26.91
percent scored from 13 to 20 marks, which is a good performance.
Moreover, 63.11 percent scored from 6 to 12.5 marks, which is an average
performance and 9.98 percent scored from 0 to 5.5 percent, which is a weak
performance. Among the studentswith a weak performance, only 1.93
percent scored 0. The general performance of the students in the question
was therefore good, since 90.02 percent scored from 6 to 20 marks. The
overall students’ performance in the question is summarised in Figure 8.

7-12.5 63.11

Scores

0-6.5 . 9.98

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percentage of Students

Figure 8: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 8.

The students with high marks in part (a) were able to re-write the given
sentences into the simple present tense. For example, they added “s”or “es”
for the third person singular, in sentences (i) and (iii). The students also
knew that some verbs do not change in their simple present when in
collocation with other pronouns in the third person singular form, as in
sentences (ii), (iv) and (v). Extract 8.1 is a sample of a good response by
one of the students who scored high marks in question 8 (a).
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Extract 8.1

(i) Mboka (take) his breakfast at 7:00 a.m everyday.

@’ur ow! £ ) J{'o \"ﬁ\a r’wer '}0 c{an\c wq’m €Veny 0“@7(\0{\0~

...........................................................................................................................

(iii) She (do) her homework at 5:00 every evening.

\du C‘(OOJ \ur ‘(\Cﬂleot‘\l- c{t 00 cyer € venine-

(iv) We (learn) Mathematics every day.

WQ Qacn Mqﬁ’)mc{"fu‘ euujopw‘u’v

......................................... erarsarersfreciacscaiiasedianriiistinsatoiinn

(v) My brother and 1 (watch) television every evening,.

...........................................................................

Extract 8.1: A response by a student who correctly changed the verbs in the
brackets into the simple present tense.

Contrarily, the students who scored 0 in question 8 (a) failed to re-write the
given sentences into the simple present tense. In attempting item (a), for
example, one of the students changed the sentence into: Mboka take his
breakfast at 7:00 am every day. Another student changed it into: Mboka
taken his breakfast at 7:00 a.m. every day. In attempting item (ii), one of
the students changed the sentence into: Our cows was goes to the river to
drink water every afternoon. Another student changed it into: Our cow go
to the river to drink water every afternoon. In attempting item (iii), one of
the students changed the sentence into: She done her homework at 5:00
every evening. In attempting item (iv), one of the students changed the
sentence into: We learns Mathematics every day. In attempting item (v) one
of the students changed the sentence into: My brother and | watches
television every evening. There were also students who changed the verb in
the brackets into the present continuous tense, as shown in Extract 8.2.

30



Extract 8:2

(i) Mboka (take) his breakfast at 7:00 a.m everyday.

f\f\\sc\&m&l@\‘w@\wwkﬁ%ﬁ?OOQMQV@@

(ii) Our cows (go) to the river to drink water every afternoon.
o ot vt geing Yo lt ive o drink welereery
affernoutt-
(ili) She (do) her homework at 5:00 every evening.

She is. B ber homeusek. of 500 2Ty ety

(iv) We (learn) Mathematics every day.

thl@&rm@m{&vzwﬂtwwg&ﬁ

(v) My brother and I (watch) television every evening.

J\/&jkm&«mno\lamw&tkﬂ’&wstoﬂw@wemfj -

Extract 8.2: A response by a student who changed the verbs in brackets
into the present continuous tense instead of the simple present tense.

Further analysis of the students’ responses shows that the students who
scored high marks in part (b) provided correct relationships between the
members in the given family tree. This suggests that they read and
understood the family tree and they knew the words used to describe the
family members in the English Language. Extract 8.3 is a sample of a good
response by one of the students.
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Extract 8:3

(i) What is the relationship between John and Neema?
Tre schhonchip betusen. Toho and Neemr. . hushord ard wife.
(i) How many children do John and Neema have?

TJehoand Neema bave oo childen-

(iii) How many children do Hamis and Ashura have?
(iv) Who is Hawa’s mother?
(v) Who is Rose’s father?

(vi) Who is Salome’s brother?
(vii) Who is Asha’s father?

Hoisi - ds Ashas qathed
(viii) Who is Daniel’s mother?

Acka is Domiels. metler.

(ix) Who is Ashura’s grand daughter?
Rowe s Achurls. granddaughter:

(x) Who is Hawa’s brother in law?

Petoris. Hawars. brather o low.

Extract 8.3: A response by a student who correctly provided the
relationships between the members of the given family.

On the contrary, a few students who scored low marks, including 0, failed
to answer the questions on the relationship between the members in the
given family tree. This suggests that they did not understand the family tree
nor did they have adequate knowledge of the words used to describe the
family members in the English Language. One of the students, for example,
used the names provided in the family as answers. Extracts 8.4 and 8.5 are
samples of poor responses in question 8 (b).
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Extract 8.4

(i) What is the relationship between John and Neema?

Selame.i. pekes .. PRDOG e
(i) How many children do John and Neema have?

\‘V\S ..... S QUDARRDY o
(i) How many children do Hamis and Ashura have?

Psha. s Howa west Homisi.. Ackure.......

(ivy Who is Hawa’s mother?

HCLUQC&%"’\«Q ..... Vos. Aeven
(v) Who is Rose’s father?

AW O AN e e
(vi) Who is Salome’s brother?

LSOO
(vil) Who'is Ashba:?gather?

A0, e

(viii) Who is Daniel’s mother?

(ix) Who is Ashura’s grand daughter?
AR S AT

(x) Who is Hawa’s brother in law?

NN O e

Extract 8.4: A response by a student who failed to answer questions on the
relationship between the members of the given family.
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Extract 8.5

(i) What is the relationship between John and Neema?

SN e
(i) How many children do John and Neema have?

SO e
(iii) How many children do Hamis and Ashura have?

OO OSSOSO RSOORRSPOOIS
(iv) Who is Hawa’s mother?

NOERRY A AU
(v)  Who is Rose’s father?

Sadheein \aw T

(vi) Who is Salome’s brother?

(viii) Who is Daniel’s mother?

e NOMRE
(ix) Who is Ashura’s grand daughter?
(x) Who is Hawa's brother in law?

Extrz_ict 8.5: A response by a student who failed to answer questions on the
relationship between the members of the given family.
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2.4

24.1

Section D: Reading Programme

There were two compulsory questions in this section. Question 9 was from
Class Readers and question 10 was from Poetry. Each question carried ten
(10) marks, making a total of 20 marks for the section. The questions tested
the students’ ability to interpret simple class readers and poems.

Question 9: Class Readers

In this question, the students were instructed to select one class reader they
had read from the given list and answer questions given. The question
tested the students’ ability to interpret simple stories read.

LIST OF CLASS READERS
The Magic Garden

Kalulu the Hare
Hawa the Bus Driver

Fast Money

Mabala the Famer

The Death Factory

K. R Cripwell (1977), William & Collins
Sons and Company Ltd., Great Britain.

F. Worthington (1937), Longman, England.

R. S. Mabala (1988), Ben & Company, Dar
es Salaam.

K. R Cripwell (1978), William & Collins
Sons and Company Ltd., Great Britain.

R. S. Mabala (1988), Ben & Company, Dar
es Salaam.

B. Mapalala (1996), Heinemann Educational
Publishers, Great Britain.

J. Steinbeck (1948), Willium Heinemann
Ltd., Great Britain.

Give the title and the author of the book.
Name two important characters in the story and briefly say what they

Is the story interesting? Why?

Give two lessons you have learnt from the story

The Pearl
(@)
(b)
did.
(i)
(ii)
(c)
(d)
(i)
(e) Isthe story relevant to

our real society? Why?
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The question was attempted by 100 percent of the students, of which 2.67
percent scored from 6.5 to 10 marks, which is a good performance.
Moreover, 34.22 percent scored from 3 to 6 marks, which is an average
performance and 23.11 percent scored from 0 to 2.5 marks, which is a weak
performance. Among the students with a weak performance, only 4.58
percent scored 0. The general performance of the students in the question
was therefore good, since7 6.89 percent scored from 3 to 10 marks. The
overall students’ performance in the question is summarised in Figure 9.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -

50 1 42.67
40 - 34.22

30 23.11

20
10 -
0_

0-25 3-6 6.5-10
Scores

Percentages of Students

Figure 9: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 9.

The students with high marks scored from 6.5 to 10 marks depending on
the clarity of the response to a given item. Those who scored 10 marks
were able to mention the title and the author of the Readers; for example,
Mabala the Farmer written by R. S Mabala. They also mentioned two
important characters in the class readers, for example, Mabala, Mauja and
Martina and explained what these characters did. Moreover, they clearly
explained that the story is interesting and relevant to our real life because
there are lazy people in our societies getting problems like Mabala. They
provided lessons they learnt from the story; for example, “laziness makes
life difficult”, “we should be careful with our money” and “being good
mothers like Mauja the hard worker, not to be lazy like Mabala.” They also
elaborated points using of appropriate words and well-formed sentences.
Extract 9.1 is a sample of a good response by one of the students.
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Extract 9.1

by Richard . S Mabala. )

{b) Name two important characters in the story and briefly say what they did.
(i) Mabala = he was g man who didat  know how

.en.gach. .maize.pland, indecd. or.applying. Yo he ol
(ii)-..M..QHJQ....:..?L.}.‘.? ..... wite of Mabala, she was a conng and
hardweorking womormﬁ‘he*ﬁ@cﬂh@Forlevo,ltoafjr)fo .........

(d) Give two lessons you have learnt from the storL

i L have learnt fo be responsi le to my.. dulies; like

Mayja...even. though. L tace many.challenges and aveid. ..

(e) Is the story relevant to our real society? Why?
The Sfony i relevant o our donQtLj since. there are many

......................................................... ’ I Y DT T
..{39!71.i.liR.J..in..fodggg...ljf.a..v.ﬂ.lnq..is'ye...|.l'.|<.g..Mgbq{g...cmo‘.’.})f;:...w.iqce ..........
..w.tne.ﬁ@..3.Hﬁ.e..]ouqqur...'.\s..lgi_g .fiepeudj.mg..Qn..‘nﬁ.t.-@fﬁ@. o e 9.\!93.%’.99-

Extract 9.1: A response by a student who correctly answered the questions
using Mabala the Farmer by R. S Mabala.

Conversely, the students who scored low marks in the question failed to
respond as required. Many of the students in this category managed to write
the title of the books and the authors but failed to provide answers to other
items. Further analysis shows that many of the students who scored 0

avoided the question or just copied titles of the class readers or publishers
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given and used them as answers. The responses provided by the students
with low marks, including 0 indicate that, they did not thoroughly
understand the class readers given in the list. Extract 9.2 is a sample of a
poor response by one of the students.

Extract 9.2

(a) Give the title and the author of the book.
Hanta the Bus paver - B- ¢ < makala (1923), Beo (omgany,

(b) Name two important characters in the story and briefly say what they did.
... abdda Yhe famer ~R-3 -Habola (122,200 B Gompany,

Extract 9.2: A response by a student who failed to answer all questions on
class readers given in the list.
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2.4.2 Question 10: Poetry

In this question, the students were instructed to read a given poem and
answer questions that followed. The question tested the students’ ability to
read and interpret the poem.

Twinkle twinkle little star
How | wonder what you are
Up above the world so high
Like a diamond in the sky

When the blazing sun is set
And the grass with dew is wet
Then you show your little light
Twinkle, twinkle, all the night.

Questions
(@) What is the title of this poem?

(b) What is it compared to the diamond?

© e
" e
() Whatcanyou learn fromapoem?

The question was attempted by 99.98 percent of the students, of which
17.71 percent scored from 6.5 to 10 marks, which is a good performance.
Moreover, 28.71 percent scored from 3 to 6 marks, which is an average
performance and 53.58 percent scored from 0 to 2.5 marks, which is a weak
performance. Among the students with a weak performance, 27.09 percent
scored 0. The general performance of the students in the question was
therefore average, since 46.42 percent scored from 3 to 10 marks. The
overall students’ performance in the question is summarised in Figure 10.
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Figure 10: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question 10.

The students with high marks were able to read and understand what was
written in the poem. As a result, they were able to answer questions on the
given poem. Extract 10.1 is a sample of a good response by one of the
students who scored high marks in the question.

Extract 10.1

(a) What is the title of this poem?

(d) When can the stars be seen?

] hy.....Sowr. Lon.. bo. ook cight...ox. during Tre. pight

(e) What can you learn from a poem?

Wt l...leam....g.rpm...ff!@..ﬁaem.i.r...ﬂ’zﬂf..._@.._muﬁ.l ..... behaw....xll.

dn..our._sotiety io_odk.. o.....ahine,..and. ux_.m wth. bt ac..a.
minor gyt bu’a}‘y For goglﬂ b lop an) behoe Y
lUJ\II ue ar dﬂ?r?

Extract 10.1: A response by a student who read the given poem and
correctly answered the questions given.
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On the contrary, the students who scored low marks in the question failed
to respond as required, probably due to the inadequate interpretation skills
or the poor command of the English Language. Many of the students in this
category managed to answer items (a) or (b) but failed to answer other
items in the question. Further analysis shows that some of the students who
scored O just copied items in the question without providing answers.
Others copied some words in a verse, lines or all stanzas of the poem and
used them as answers, as shown in Extract 10.2.

Extract 10.2

(a) What is the title of this poem?
The bite oe s ooem Tl YOMe

(b) What is it compared to the Diamond?

(c) Where are the stars found?
AT S, g I FOWE

(d) When can the stars be seen?

Con e, Stos R Seen o0 988

() What can you learn from poem?

Co,wu\mm om0 enem. . abose. Srogs wih deu

Extract 10.2: A response by a student who failed to answer the question on
the given poem.

41



3.0

4.0

PERFORMANCE OF THE STUDENTS IN EACH TOPIC

Four topics were examined in the English Language subject in FTNA 2017.
These are Comprehension and Summary, Language Use, Patterns and
Vocabulary and Reading Programme.

The analysis indicates that question 8 under Patterns and Vocabulary had a
good performance, since 90.02 percent of the students scored from 6 to 20
marks. Question 1 under Comprehension and Summary ranked second,
since 86.17 percent of the student scored from 4.5 to 15 marks. Question 9
under Reading Programme had a good performance, since 76.89 percent of
the students scored from 3 to 10 marks. Question 3 under Language Use
had a good performance, since 73.36 percent of the students scored from 2
to 5 marks. Question 4 under Language Use had a good performance,
considering that 66.56 percent of the students scored from 2 to 5 marks.

Moreover, the analysis indicates that question 2 under Comprehension and
Summary had an average performance, since 42.61 percent of the students
scored from 2 to 5 marks. Question 10 under Reading Programme had an
average, since 46.42 percent of the students scored from 3 to 10 marks.
Furthermore, question 5 under Language Use had an average performance,
since46.30 percent of the students scored from 3 to 10 marks. Question 6
under Patterns and Vocabularyhad an average performance, since 46.00
percent of the students scored from 2 to 5 marks. Finally, question 7 under
Patterns and Vocabulary had a weak performance, since only 24 percent of
the students scored from 4.5 to 15 marks.

The students’ performance in each item and topic is summarised in the
Appendix, where green colour represent a good performance, yellow colour
an average performance and red colour a weak performance.

CONCLUSION

The general performance of the students in the English Language subject in
FTNA 2017 was good. The students performed well because of their ability
to identify tasks of the questions, were able to follow instructions, had
adequate competence in concepts related to English Language topics and
were able to explain and elaborate points using appropriate words and well-
formed sentences. Conversely, a few students performed poorly due to their
inability to identify tasks of the questions, lack of knowledge of the tested
topics and the poor mastery of the English Language.
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5.0

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to maintain a good performance of the students in English
Language subject, it is recommended that:

11

1.2

13

Students should be given a lot of tasks which will help them
practise all the four language skills namely speaking, listening,
reading and writing. This will eventually enable them to speak,
listen, read and write various English Language texts.

Students should be guided to read class readers and poems
recommended in the reading programme to enable them to improve
their comprehension and analysis skills, which were seen lacking in
some of the students’ responses.

Students should be guided and encouraged to read intensively and
extensively to enable them to improve their vocabulary and
grammar competences. This will enable them to use vocabulary and
grammatical elements correctly.
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Appendix

- Questions
SIN Topic Number
1 Comprehension
and Summary
2
2. | Language Use
3 Reading
Programme
10
4 Patterns and

Vocabulary

The Percentages of Students
who Scored an Average of
30 Percent or Above
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42.61

Remarks

Average

Average

Average









