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FOREWORD

The Report on the Students’ Items Response Analysis in English Language
subject, in the Form Two National Assessment (FTNA) 2015, has been prepared in
order to provide feedback to students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the
public in general, about the performance of the students and the challenges they
face in attempting examination questions.

The Form Two National Assessment is a formative evaluation which, among other
things, shows the effectiveness of the educational system in general and the
educational delivery system in particular. Essentially, the students’ responses to the
assessment questions indicate what the educational system has been able or unable
to offer to the students in their two years of Ordinary Secondary Education.

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards
understanding of possible reasons behind the students’ poor or good responses in
English Language Subject. The report highlights the factors that made the students
perform well in the assessment. Such factors include ability to identify the
demands of the questions, ability to follow instructions and adequate knowledge
and skills on the concepts related to the subject. On the other hand, the report
highlights the factors that made a few students fail to score high marks in the
questions. Such factors include inability to identify the demand of the question,
inability to follow instructions and inadequate knowledge and skills on the
concepts related to the subject. The feedback provided will enable the educational
administrators, school managers, teachers, students and other stakeholders to take
appropriate measures in order to improve the students’ performance in future
assessments administered by the Council.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate comments
and suggestions from teachers, students, school quality assurers, curriculum
developers and the public in general, that can be used in improving future FTNA
reports.

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examination Officers, Coordinators,
Examiners and others who participated in processing and analysing the data used

in this report.

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

This is an analysis of the items response of the students who sat for the
Form Two National Assessment (FTNA) in English Language subject in
November, 2015. It shows the students’ performance in each question as
well as the strengths and weaknesses of their responses.

The analysis of the students’ performance is categorised into three groups,
depending on the percentage of the students who scored an average of 30
percent or above of the marks allocated in a particular question. If the
performance of the students ranges from 50 to 100 percent, it is considered
as good, from 30 to 49 percent is average and from 0 to 29 percent is
categorised as poor or weak. These categories are indicated by using
colours, whereby, green colour shows students with good performance,
yellow colour indicates average performance and red colour shows poor
performance.

The analysis of the students’ performance is organised in such a way that
the students’ performance in individual items for the 2015 English
Language paper is presented by indicating the percentage of those who
attempted the question and their scores. Samples of extracts of students’
responses are presented in order to provide a general overview of how the
students responded in view of the demand of each item.

The FTNA, 2015 English Language Assessment focused on testing the
students’ on Language use, Patterns and Vocabulary and Reading
Programme. This Assessment had twelve questions distributed in sections;
A, B, Cand D. Section ‘A’ had 2 compulsory questions; question 1 carried
10 marks and question 2 carried 5 marks, making a total of 15 marks.
Section ‘B’ had 3 compulsory questions, each one carrying 5 marks,
making a total of 15 marks.

Section ‘C’ had 5 questions, whereby questions 6, 7, 8 and 9 carried 7.5
marks each and question 10 carried 15 marks, making a total of 45 marks.
Section ‘D’ had 2 questions, 11 and 12, which carried 12.5 marks each,
making a total of 25 marks.



2.0

2.1

2.1.1

The questions were set basing on the 2005 English Language Syllabus for
Secondary Schools, which was revised in 2010.

The number of students who sat for this paper in November, 2015 was
363,17, of which 178,509 (49.15%) were boys and 184,668 (50.84) were
girls. Among the students who sat for the English Language Assessment,
80.83 percent passed with different grades. In making a comparison to
2014, this performance is a bit low as 85.08 percent of the students passed
with different grades as seen in the following table.

YEAR GRADE

A B+ B C D E F

% of students 10.77 | 14.25 | 13.7 19.07 | 23.02 | 15.5 | 0091
in 2015

% of students 148 | 122 |13.6 |213 |232 126 |23
in 2014

The table shows the Students’ Pass Grades in FTNA 2015 in Comparison
to 2014 English Language Assessment.

ANALYSIS OF THE STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH
QUESTION

SECTION A: COMPREHENSION AND SUMMARY

There were two (02) compulsory questions in this section. Question 1
consisted of part (a) and (b), each carrying 5 marks and question 2 carried 5
marks, thus making a total of 15 marks.

Question 1: Comprehension and Summary with Short Answers and
true/False Questions

The students were required to read the given passage and answer the
question by completing the five sentences (i-v) in part 1(a) with the right
information from the passage and to write TRUE or FALSE for each of the
five statements (i-v) in part 1(b). The question tested the students’ ability
to read and comprehend the given passage.

The question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which 63.7
percent scored from 5 to 10 marks, 29.3 percent scored from 3 to 4.5 marks
and 7 percent scored from 0 to 2.5 marks. The data analysis shows that the
students’ perfomance was good as seen in Figure 1.

2
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Figure 1: Students’ Performance

The students who scored high marks comprehended the passage and were
able to complete the five sentences with the right information from the
passage. The students could also identify the two statements which were
correct and the three which were not correct among the five given
statements. These correct responses are shown in Extract 1.1 and 1.2
respectively.

Extract 1.1

(a)  Answer the following questions by using the right information from the passage.
() Whatis a suitable tie for this passage? ... PEALLALL oo
(i) Who was interested in reading the newspapers? ... LREQ ......ovvvrrrreernnnn.
(iii) Give the name of Mayasa’s penpal ....(Y) Q,b.y ........................................
(iv) Who was Sara’s penpal? ......C.a50L008 .....vvvoeecoeeceee,
(v) Where was Sara’s penpal living? pa At a0 FAQ000

Extract 1.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored all five marks in part 1 (a). This student read the passage and
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understood its content and was able to complete the five sentences with
the right information from the passage.

Extract 1.2

(b)  For each of the statements below, write TRUE if the statement is correct or FALSE if
the statement is not correct.
(i) Caroline was 13 yearsold ...... TRUE ..o ossvessssmssssssmssmossasisgoion
(ii) Sara liked reading news and advertisement in the newspapers.. FAME. . o,
(iii) Caroline was interested in swimming and singing ... [R L& .........c.coovvnv....
(iv) Sara found the column written penpals which she was used to read FALE...
(v) Mary was living in Paris...... TR S S

Extract 1.2 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored all five marks in part 1 (b). This student read the passage and
understood its content and was able to identify the two statements which
were correct and the three statements which were not correct, among the
five statements given.

There were students who managed to read the passage and answer correctly
five sub questions out of ten sub questions given in this question. For
example, one of the students, managed to answer sub question (i) and (ii)
but failed to answer (iii), (iv) and (v) sub questions in part (a). In part (b)
the student was able to identify that a statement in sub question (i) and (iii)
was TRUE and that the statement in (v) was FALSE. However, the
sequence of incorrect answers in the rest of the sub questions indicate that,
the student did not comprehend well the passage as he/she could not write
correct answers. Extract 1.3 is the sample from a script of a student who
answered correctly five questions.



Extract 1.3
QUESTIONS

@ Answer the following questions by using the right information from the Eassage

(i) What is a suitable title for this passage? ..... P E U P’A\" .................

(i) Who was interested in reading the newgpapers? ........ 5‘4 QA ..............

(iii) Give the name of Mayasa’s penpal LS S \S“ Q(Z’ .........................
(iv) Who was Sara’s penpal? E NU\?% \\)D ............................... -

(v) Where was Sara’s penpal living? ...... M P\\‘ﬁﬁﬁj .........................

(b) For each of the statements below, write TRUE if the statement is corfect or FALSE if
the statement is not correct.

®
(i) o=
—
(iii) Caroline was interested in swimming and singing ...... \. (ZU'E‘ ...............
TRE

(iv) Sara found the column written penpals which she was used_to read .1, /N
AL

(v) Mary was living in Paris....... .00 T

Extract 1.3 is the sample of a response from the script of a student who
managed to answer correctly, five out of the ten sub questions given.

Further analysis of the students’ responses shows that a few students who
scored a zero mark failed to respond as required due to a poor mastery of
English Language and as a result, they could not read and understand what
was written in the passage. When answering part 1(a), for example, some of
these students left the questions unanswered, others tried to answer the
questions using answers of their own, which were not based on the given
passage, while others just copied some words or sentences from the passage
and used them as answers. In part 1(b), there were some students who did
not answer the question at all. This implies that these students did not know
what to write as they lacked comprehension skills. Extract 1.4 shows a
sample of a poor response.



Extract 1.4

(@) Answer the following questions by using the right information from the passage.

................................................

.............................................................................

ii) Who was interested in reading the newspapers? Bt way teacting

......................................

i) Give the name of Mayasa’s penpal ffom E‘B‘Om

....................................................

(
(
(iv) Who was Sara’s penpal? ...... gowﬂ o e :\TQQC‘ i VBY'L;{QQ)
(

....................................................

v) Where was Sara’s penpal living? QLW ..... et l»-i

......................................

(b)  For each of the statements below, write TRUE if the statement is correct or FALSE if
the statement is not correct,

(i)  Caroline was 13 YEars 0l ........coovveivrreririririieeeeeees s
(i) Sara liked reading news and advertisement in the NEWSPAPErs..............oovvevens,
(i) Caroline was interested in swimming and SINZING ....vvvvvvrvvvrrvrrrrereeeeeenenn,
(iv) Sara found the column written penpals which she was used toread ................
(

V) Mary was living in Paris...........ocovvverniiiinns e

Extract 1.4 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored a zero mark in part 1(a). This student just copied some words
from the passage and used them as an answer. In part 1(b), the student
could not write anything.

2.1.2 Question 2: Mentioning Five Functions of Vitamins

In this question, the students were required to read the given short passage
about vitamins A, By, By, D and E and then mention five functions of
vitamins. The question tested the students’ ability to read and comprehend
the following passage.

“Vitamins are needed in the body in small quantities. They are
necessary for the body to carry its normal activities and stay healthy.
Vitamin A is needed for healthy eyes, skins and hair; it is also used for
proper bone growth. Vitamin D is used for development and
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maintenance of bones and teeth. Vitamin B; is needed to promote the
activities of nervous system. Vitamin E prevents the damage of cells
and vitamin By, helps to form blood cells”.

This question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which
87.9 percent scored from 2.5 to 5 marks, 10 percent scored from 0 to 1
mark and 2.1 percent scored from 1.5 to 2 marks. The data analysis
shows that the performance of students in this question was good, as
seen in Figure 2.

100 -

% of Candidates
=

10.0

0.0-1.0 1.5-20 25-35.0
Weak Average Good

Scores

Figure 2: Students’ Performance

The students who scored high marks in this question managed to mention
the five functions of vitamins A, By, Bi,, D and E, as described in the given
short passage. Extract 2.1 shows the sample of a good response.



Extract 2.1

@ W.Omﬁ()..A.iJ...OQQa!OJ.{Or...b.@awﬂy..@.y.QJ..J.km.‘Oncp...kai(.- .......................
(b) ..V.i\amm...61..w..n.oaJ.oJ..Jo..pmﬂa’.@..%c...ac’.vm.[vm..o;...oomw..JyJ.}am.- .......
(0 .Vi}ﬂmiﬂ...@lz......L)Q’VOJJ[.O../UM..HQOJ..CO}./J.- ............................................
(d) ..\Jj.iamm...b..i.J.'..uiod.f.o.r...J.o.vc’.om.anl..aofJ.mam}anom..c(...Eonai.mJ..l.aa%
(e) ..\].i}.omm..E..V.O.(QV.QO}J..}.L.Q...c’.om.a@.@...o;..cau.h .......................................

Extract 2.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who managed to mention the five functions of vitamins, as described in
the short passage.

The analysis of the students’ responses shows that, there were also students
who managed to write three functions of the vitamins as written in the
given passage. For example, one of the students was able to identify the
function of vitamin A, D and B; but could not identify the functions of
vitamin Bj, which helps to form blood cells and vitamin E which prevents
the damage of the cells instead he/she just copied the general information
from the passage as seen in Extract 2.2 in part (a) and (b).

Extract 2.2

Mention the five functions of vitamins.

.......................................................................................................

o ...ﬂt)@..a.fbe.u_fz?.@.es[{cr.r?....fo..f..!f?.?.b@.@lg...t@.(aw. s ool actolig

© ....Qf#i.....l/.’.f@f’lfﬁ...@.....4.md@’i.fﬁi....E@!ih}...?'l&%f.’@.g@/hat“f
o itamin b S wied for clovelopment anc mafarenanp O bme

...................................................................................

in

1pet b \
O ... Witemin Byt neeced 10 Promote fire Qthue, 0 1erUD

...........................................................................................

f J7J fom -

Extract 2.2 is the sample of a response from a script of a student who read
the passage but could not identify the specific functions of the two vitamins
(B2 and E), as mentioned in the passage.

A few students who scored a zero mark failed to mention the five functions
of vitamins as required. Some of these students left the questions
unanswered, others answered the questions using their own invented

8



2.2

2.2.1

answers which were not based on the given short passage and others just
listed the types of vitamins. The trend of incorrect responses indicates that,
the students did not understand well what was written in the passage due to
poor mastery of English Language. Extract 2.3 shows the sample of a poor
response.

Extract 2.3

....................

Extract 2.3 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who mentioned the vitamins without their functions.

SECTION B: LANGUAGE USE

This section consisted of three compulsory questions in which, the first,
was on matching items, the second, was re-arranging jumbled sentences
and the last, was writing an invitation card. Each question carried 5 marks,
thus making a total of 15 marks.

Question 3: Matching Items

This question required the students to match each sentence in Column A
with the word in Column B, by writing the correct letter beside the item
number. This question tested the students’ knowledge of vocabulary
commonly used to describe shapes of different objects.

Column A Column B

(i) A completely round flat shape. A. Triangle

(1) A flat shape with three straight
lines and three angles.

(iii)) A shape that has four straight C. Rectangle
equal sides and four angles.

(iv) Flat shapes with four straight D. Cone
sides, two of which are longer than E. Circle
the other two.

B. Pyramid




Column A Column B
(v) A flat shape with at least five or F. Polygon
more angles. .
(vi) A shape with square or triangle G. Cylinder
base and sloping sides that meet in H. Square
a point at the top.

The question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which 50.9
percent scored from 2.5 to 5 marks, 30.1 percent scored from 0 to 1 mark
and 19 percent scored from 1.5 to 2 marks. The data analysis shows that in
this question the performance of students was good, as seen in Figure 3.

m00-1.0
Weak

1.5-2.0

Average
m25-50

Good

Figure 3: Students’ Performance

The students who scored high marks were able to match the sentences in
Column A with their corresponding responses in Column B because they
were familiar with the vocabulary commonly used to describe shapes of
different things, as seen in Extract 3.1.

Extract 3.1
ANSWERS
COLUMN A @) (iD) (iii) (iv) v) (vi)
COLUMN B £ A Ho C F B

10



Extract 3:1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student who
managed to match the description in Column A with their corresponding
vocabulary items in Column B.

The analysis further shows that there were students who were able to match
three items because they knew the name of some shapes given in the
question. For example, one of the students knew the description of a circle,
a triangle and a polygon but could not distinguish a square from a
rectangle, as seen in Extract 3.2.

Extract 3.2
ANSWERS
COLUMN A (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)
COLUMNB | [ ' C G ~ B

Extract 3.2 shows the sample of a response from the script of the candidate
who managed to identify the names of the three shapes described in Column
A, but confused a square with a rectangle.

On the other hand, the students who scored a zero mark failed to match the
items in Column A with their corresponding responses in Column B,
because they did not read very carefully the statement describing the shape
and also they did not know the right nouns which refer to the various
shapes of objects. Most of the students matched item (iv) “A4 flat shape with
four straight sides, two of which are longer than the other two” with letter
H “square” because they were attracted by the phrase “four straight sides,”
thus ignoring the phrase “longer than the other two,” which differentiates a
rectangle from a square. The correct answer for item (iv) was letter C:
“Rectangle”. Moreover, the students who matched item (vi) “4 shape with
square or triangle base and sloping sides that meet in a point at the top”
with letter A: “Triangle,” were attracted by the word “friangle” in the given
statement without understanding the meaning intended for the whole
sentence. The correct answer for item (vi) was letter B: “Pyramid”.

11



2.2.2

Extract 3.3

ANSWERS
COLUMN A 6} (ii) (iii) (iv) V) (vi)
COLUMN B A C D G E B

Extract 3.3 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored a zero mark. The student failed to match the items in Column
A with their corresponding responses in Column B.

Question 4: Re-arranging Jumbled Sentences

This question required the students to re-arrange the following five
sentences into a logical sequence to make a meaningful paragraph.
A. The baby who was crying was my younger brother.
His name was called Usinitelekeze.
As I was watching the television, I suddenly heard a cry of a baby.
I was in the sitting room watching television.
Usinitelekeze was crying because, he was left alone in the bedroom.

mmoaw

I then rushed into the room so that I could carry him.

The question tested the student’s ability to identify and use appropriately
the cohesive devices in re-arranging the jumbled sentences into a logical
sequence to make a meaningful paragraph.

The question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which 46.7
percent scored from 0 to 1 mark, 45.8 percent scored from 2.5 to 5 marks
and 7.6 percent scored from 1.5 to 2 marks. The data analysis indicates that
the performance of the students in this question was good, as seen in Figure
4.

m(0.0-1.0
Weak

1.5-2.0
Average

m25-50
Good

Figure 4: Students’ Performance
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The analysis of the students’ responses shows that, the students who scored
high marks were able to identify and use appropriately the cohesive devices
in re-arranging the five jumbled sentences into a logical sequence to make a
meaningful paragraph. These students realised that sentence D is the first
because of the words, “I was in the sitting room”. Sentence C is the second
because of the words “As” and “Suddenly”. Sentence A is the third because
of the words “the baby,” referring to the specific baby earlier mentioned.
Sentence B is the fourth because of the pronoun “His,” which relates back
to the name of the baby and sentence E is the fifth because of the name
“Usinitelekeze” which was mentioned in the preceding sentence. Extract
4.1 shows the sample of a good response.

Extract 4.1
ANSWERS
18( 2ﬂd 3rd 4th 5th 6th
€ C A & e F

Extract 4.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored five marks. This student could identify and use appropriately
the cohesive devices to re-arrange the five sentences into a logical
sequence to make a meaningful paragraph.

Further analysis of the students’ responses indicates that there were also
students who managed to re-arrange correctly, the three sentences in a
logical sequence. For example, one of the students was able to identify the
1* sentence, the 2" and the 5™ sentence but he/she could not identify the 3
and 4™ sentences. The student could not associate the phrase, “I suddenly
heard a cry of the baby” in (C) with “the baby who was crying” in (A),
though there was a connection between these two sentences. This student
also failed to link “the baby” in (A) with his name in (B), as seen in Extract
4.2.

Extract 4.2
ANSWERS
lst 2nd 3rd 4lh I Sth 6lh
D C B A | _E F

13



2.2.3

Extract 4.2 shows the sample of a response from the script of the student
who managed to identify three sentences correctly and confused the 3™ and
4™ sentences.

A few students who scored a zero mark in this question failed to identify
and use the cohesive devices appropriately in re-arranging the five jumbled
sentences into a meaningful paragraph. For example, one of the students
chose sentence ‘A’ to be the first without realising that “The baby” comes
after “a baby” since “baby” has been mentioned for the second time. The
same student chose sentence B to be the second without realising that the
pronoun “His” refers to the noun “a baby”. Still the student was unable to
identify and use the cohesive devices appropriately, thus chose C as the
third, D as the fourth and E as the fifth. Extract 4.3 shows the sample of a
poor response.

Extract 4.3
ANSWERS
1 st 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6(11
A B & C D F

Extract 4.3 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored a zero mark. This student could not identify and use the
cohesive devices to re-arrange sentences into a logical sequence.

Question 5: Writing an Invitation Card

This question required the student to write a card to invite his/her friends to
attend his/her brother’s graduation party using the following guideline.

(a) Family name: Mr. & Mrs Sherehe

(b) Purpose of invitation: Graduation Party

(c) Date: 12/04/2015

(d) Place and Time: Mapochopocho Hotel, 11.00am — 6.00pm

(e) Contact: Mrs. Sherehe 0754222333

The question tested the students’ ability to write an invitation card using the
components, format and appropriate language.

This question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which 45.5
percent scored from 2.5 to 5 marks, 41.7 percent scored from 0 to 1 mark
and 12.8 percent scored from 1.5 to 2 marks. The data analysis shows that

14



the performance of the students in this question was good, as seen in Figure
5.

100 -+
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Figure 5: Students’ Performance

The students who scored high marks managed to write an invitation card
using the given guidelines and the correct format of writing a card. Extract
5.1 shows the sample of a good invitation card, written by one of the
students.

Extract 5.1

..... The....ponniles.op. Ms X Mis. Shohe bindl, onib.....
pio&/ﬁﬁoc‘%/ﬂ;/Mm Enmanuel {7 ...................
I Graduation. Por ._,.,.g&.‘ﬂm’:r....moo,..Luwﬂx.wdﬂ.in.
....Jch}....on.../Q./Qée/ﬁors..;q. ...Mo.f)ocluo.p.ochoﬁobl..aﬁ...ii:gc;am
..... :tDGOOme.YQMpmdanQamleﬂo&ihhd
...... mh&mmﬁqéluma\feurgﬂm\d]ﬁwwedﬂb

e OO AL j‘ﬂw....ﬂ)ﬁa..“ O e e

....................................................................................................
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2.3

231

Extract 5.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who managed to write an invitation card using the proper format and
content.

Further analysis of the students’ responses shows that, the students who
scored a zero mark did not know the proper format of an invitation card and
misused the given guidelines. Other students in this group wrote a friendly
letter instead of an invitation card. They also demonstrated a poor
command of English language, which hindered them from connecting the
given guidelines logically into a card. Extract 5.2 shows the sample of a
poor response.

Extract 5.2

Extract 5.2 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student who
did not know the proper format of an invitation card. This student used the
friendly letter format and wrote meaningless sentences.

Section C: Patterns and Vocabulary

This section consisted of five compulsory questions. Each question carried
7.5 marks, thus making a total of 45 marks for the whole section.

Question 6: Completing the Sentences Using the Given Words

In this question, the students were given five sentences with blank spaces
which were required to be filled in using the words given in the box. This
question tested the students’ ability to use correct and appropriate
quantifiers to express the quantities of the given nouns.
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This question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which 50.3
percent scored from 3.5 to 7.5 marks, 31.3 percent scored from 0 to 2
marks and 18.4 percent scored from 2.5 to 3 marks. The data analysis
shows that the performance of the students in this question was good, as
seen in Figure 6.

J

100
90
80
70
60 -|
50.3
50

40 -

% of Candidates

30 -

18.4
20 -

10 -

0
0.0-2.0 2.5-3.0 3.5-75
Weak Average Good

Scores

Figure 6: Students’ Performance

The students who scored high marks were able to complete the sentences
using the words given in the box. These students had adequate knowledge
and skills on the use of quantifiers commonly used to express the quantities
of both countable and uncountable nouns. Extract 6.1 shows the sample of
a good response.
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Extract 6.1
6. Complete the following sentences using words given in the box.

any, a lot of, many, enough, much

(@) How ....... much. ... money do you want?

(b) Itisnot....eno US\’.\. ..... for all of us to share.

(c) You can choose ..... Q f\i‘) ........ of the books you like
(d) Thereis...Q. \0& Sk water in an ocean.

(e) There are too ... YSAD,....... mistakes in this essay.

Extract 6.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student who
scored high marks. This student was aware of the correct uses of quantifiers.

In this question, the analysis shows that, there were also students who
managed to answer three out of the five questions. These candidates were
able to use some of the quantifiers. For example, one of the students
managed to write the correct answer in part (b), (c) and (d), but he/she
failed to write the correct quantifier in (a) as the student wrote “many”
without realising that money is used with much. In part (e), the student did
not understand that much is used with uncountable nouns but in this case
“mistakes” is a countable noun. Therefore, the correct answer was “many”.
Extract 6.2 is the sample from the script of the students who answered three
questions.

Extract 6.2

6. Complete the following sentences using words given in the box.

any, a lot of, many, enough, much

(@) How MC\.\(L\\.s ... tnoney do you want?

(b) Itisnot.. .9!’.‘.0.\),&\!\. ...for all of us tp share.

(¢) You can choose .. &=kt QV\\*j of the books you like.
() Thereis. Q.. \ot OF. water in an ocean.

() There are too ... NI\, €\, ....mistakes in this essay.
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Extract 6.2 is the sample of a response from the script of a student who was
able to identify the correct quantifiers for three parts in this question.

On the other hand, the students who scored a zero mark in this question
failed to complete the sentences using the words given in the box due to
inadequate knowledge on the use of quantifiers commonly used to express
the quantities of both countable and uncountable nouns. For example, in
attempting part (a), one of the students used “a /ot of” instead of “much”.
This student did not know that “a /ot of” is used in positive sentences. In
part (b), the student wrote “any” instead of “enough”, this student could not
realize that “any” is used to mean “it does not matter which”, therefore, it is
not applicable in the given sentence. In part (c), the student wrote “much”
instead of “amy”. The student did not know that “much” is used with
uncountable nouns and in this case “books” are countable nouns. Moreover,
using “many” instead of “a lot of” in part (d) was wrong since “many” is
used with plural nouns. Extract 6.3 shows a sample of a poor response.

Extract 6.3

6. Complete the following sentences using words given in the box.

any, a lot of, many, enough, much

(a) How ot of

(b) TItisnot...GLS\....... for all of us to share.
(¢) You can choose M of the books you like.

(d) Thereis..... NS4y L. water in an ocean.

“ ; ; :
(e) There are too ... :f’.‘:@.\%\. ... mistakes in this essay.

Extract 6.3 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student who
scored a zero mark due to inadequate knowledge of the uses of the given
quantifiers.

2.3.2  Question 7: Filling in the Blanks with the Correct Word

In this question, the students were given five sentences with blank spaces to
be filled in with the correct word from the given list. The question tested
the students’ ability to use relative pronouns in constructing meaningful

sentences.
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Whose, whom, which, where, who

(a) Thisisthe person ................. was involved in an accident.

(b) Thestudent ................. pen was stolen is my best friend.

(c) Dar es Salaam is the only place ........... I like to stay.

(d) This is the man ........ I wanted to marry.

(e) Weare livinginaplace ..................oeeee. we are too close to the
bus stand.

This question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which 42.9
percent scored from 3.5 to 7.5 marks, 30.5 percent scored from 0 to 2
marks and 26.6 percent scored from 2.5 to 3 marks. The data analysis
shows that the performance of students in this question was good as seen in
Figure 7.
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Figure 7: Students’ Performance

The students who scored high marks had adequate knowledge on the uses
of relative pronouns. These students knew that relative pronouns are used
to refer to things, places and people. Extract 7.1 shows the sample of good
response from the script of a student.
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Extract 7.1

7. Fillin the blanks with the correct word in the following list. One word can be used more than
once.

whose, whom, which, where, who

(a) This is the person ‘N\" VR was involved in an accident.
(b) Thestudent......... \N\W&e pen was stolen is my best friend.
(c) Dares Salam s the only place . W0C........... I like to stay.
(d) This is the man \I“\" WM. ..... T wanted to marry,

(e) Weare living in a place N\QUQ we are 00 close to the busistand.

Extract 7.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student who
scored full marks. This student had adequate knowledge of the uses of
relative pronouns.

Moreover, there were students who managed to answer three questions. These
candidates knew the uses of some of the relative pronouns in the question. For
example, one of the student could use the relative pronoun “who” in part (a),
“whom” in (d) and “where” in (e). On the other hand, the student’s response in
part (b) “which” indicates that he/she did not know that the relative pronoun is
used to talk about things, which is not the case in this sub question. Thus the
correct answer was “whose” which is used to talk about possession in reference to
the person “student”. Moreover, in (c) the student used “whose” instead of
“where” which is used to talk about place in this case “Dar es Salaam”. Extract 7.2
is a sample of a response from a script of a student who scored 3 marks in this
question.

Extract 7.2

7. Fill in the blanks with the correct word in the following list. One word can be used more than
once.

whose, whom, which, whére, who

(a) This is the person WMO +ee...... Was involved in an accident.

(b) The student U\)\’L\ ... peh was stolen is my best friend.

(c) Dar es Salam is the only place . \NW.OS&..... I like to stay.

(d) This is the man ..\A2YA0YA... T wanted to marry.

() We are living in a place here. We are too close to the bus stand.
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Extract 7.2 is the sample of a response from the script of a student who was
able to use correctly the relative pronouns; who, whom and where in some
cases and failed to use whom and where in the other context.

However, the students who scored zero marks did not know how to use
relative pronouns in constructing meaningful sentences. Most of them were
not aware of the rules of using who, whose, whom, which and where. For
example, when attempting part (a), one of the students wrote “where”
instead of “who.” This student did not understand that where is used in a
relative clause to talk about a place. In part (b), the student could not realize
that “which” is used in relative clause when talking about things.
Furthermore, in part (c), the student wrote “whom” instead of “where”
without knowing that “whom” is used to talk about people. The answer
given is contrary to the requirement of the question as the sentence is about
a place. In part (d), the student wrote “whose” instead of “whom”. This
student could not realize that “whose” is used to talk about possession,
which is not the case in the given sentence. In part (e), the correct answer
was “where” but the student wrote “who,” while the task of the question is
to fill in the blank spaces with the relative pronoun which is used to talk
about a place. Extract 7.3 shows the sample of a poor response.

Extract 7.3

0once.

whose, whom, which, where, who

(a) Thus is the person W h‘z..( €...... was mvolved in an accident.
(b) The student W(”LCQ“ ........ pen was stolen is my hest friend.
(¢) Dar es Salam is the only place Whom ...... [like to stay.

(

(e) We are living in a place Who ....... we are too close to the bus stand.

7. Fillin the blanks with the correct word in the following list. One word can be used more than

Extract 7.3 shows the sample of a poor response from the script of a student
who scored a zero mark. This student had inadequate knowledge of the uses
of relative pronouns.
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2.3.3 Question 8: Re-writing the Sentences According to the Instructions

In this question, the students were given the following five sentences and
had to re-write them according to the instructions given after each.

(a) The boy is black like charcoal. (Re-write using as .......... as)

(b) Amina can sing and dance. (Re-write using both ..... and
..................... )

(¢) You can walk or run. (Re-write using either ............... or)

(d) The boy was not at home. He was not at school. (Join the sentences
using neither..................... nor)

(e) He was not fast to catch the thief. (Re-write using enough
................. to)

This question tested the students’ ability to make and use grammatically
correct sentences using the target structure patterns.

The question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which 70.9
percent scored from 0 to 2 marks, 15.2 percent scored from 3.5 to 7.5
marks and 13.9 percent scored from 2.5 to 3 marks. The data analysis
indicates that the performance of the students in this question was weak, as
seen in Figure 8.

m00-2.0
Weak
2.5-3.0
Average

m35-75
Good

Figure 8: Students’ Performance

The analysis of the students’ responses shows that many students who

scored a zero mark did not meet the demand of the question and had

inadequate knowledge of the uses of comparatives, correlative conjunction

and quantifiers. Some of these students just copied the sentences and the
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instructions without giving answers. Others tried to re-write the sentences
using their own words which were not based on the instructions given,
while others left all the question items unanswered. There were a few
students who tried to re-write the sentences without knowing the structural
principles. For example, in answering part (a), one of the students wrote a
meaningful sentence but he/she did not realise that a comparative “as....as”
is used with adjectives. In part (b), the student did not know that
“both....and” is used to talk about two things and therefore, “both” was
supposed to be placed before the verb “sing,” while “and” was supposed to
be placed between the two actions, “sing and dance”. The student did not
realise too that a conjunction, “either....or” in part (c) is used to show a
choice of two things and that “either” was supposed to be placed before a
main verb “walk” and not before an auxiliary verb “can”. In part (d), the
student did not know that “neither....nor” has a negative meaning and that
he/she was not supposed to use “not” in the same sentence. In part (e), the
student did not know the right position of the determiner, “enough”, as
seen in Extract 8.1.

Extract 8.1

8. Re-write the following sentences according to the instructions given.

(&) The boy is black like charcoal. (Re-write using as ..... as)

(b)  Amina can sing and dance. (Re-write using both .....and)

Bt can_sindboth dance

(¢)  You can walk or run. (Re-write using either ..... o)

Ehar an wall or run

(d) The boy was not at home. He was not also at school. (Join the sentences using neither

ﬂ/f;f};/)” -/70/ wtf not d% Zwmzz wr Wy vds wot i//fﬂﬂ'/[{(/’wa/

(€) He was nof fast to catch the thief. (Re-write using enough ..... to)

ORI o a5 ol fad fo calch the Hhief

Extract 8.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student who
did not know how to re-write the given sentences due to lack of knowledge
on the uses of comparatives, correlative conjunctions and relative clauses.
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Furthermore, there were also students who managed to re-write three
sentences out of the given five sentences as instructed. The students’
responses to this question show that they had knowledge of some patterns
in English Language. For example, one of the students managed to re-write
the sentences by using the quantifier “both.....and” in (b) and “either

...or” in (c). Moreover, the student was able to use the conjunction
“neither....nor” to join the two sentences in part (d). However, the student
failed to rewrite the sentence by using the comparative “as........ as,”’ in
part (a). It was wrong to write, “the boy as black as like charcoal”, because
the student dropped the main verb “is” and also used both “as” and “like”
without knowing that they meant the same. The correct sentence in this
case was “The boy is as black as charcoal”. In part (e), the student did not
use the quantifier “enough.....to” in re-writing the sentence correctly, as
he/she dropped “not” in his/her sentence and used “enough” before an
adverb “fast,” instead of writing it after the adverb. Therefore, the correct
sentence was “He was not fast enough to catch the thief”. Extract 8.2 shows
the sample of these responses.

Extract 8.2

8. Re-write the following sentences according to the instructions given.

(a)  The boy is black like charcoal. (Re-write using as ..... as)

.Ihe....bo.x...cl&..Hc.t.dq.Q.S...l.lfkf...cﬁaqrcoal :

...................................................

(b) Amina can sing and dance. (Re-write using both .....and)
Brmina..Can.. )O.QH?....SJ’D%...QDC’...CQC&O.CG ....... e S
(¢)  You can walk or run. (Re-write using either ..... or)

You.can. ether. wark or run.

LR R R i I T

(d) The boy was not at home. He was not also at school. (Join the sentences using neither

... OT)

he. ey g neither a-homenor of school

(e) He was not fast to catch the thief. (Re-write usin g enough ..... to)

Hfunsehou%k&&b ..... cath the thef. N

Extract 8.2 is the sample of a response from the script of the student who
could not use properly comparative “as.....as” and quantifier “enough....to”.
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A few students who scored high marks understood the question and had
adequate knowledge on the uses of comparatives, conjunctions and
quantifiers. Extract 8.3 shows the sample of a good response.

Extract 8.3

8. Re-write the following sentences according to the instructions given.
(a) The boy is black like charcoal. (Re-write using as ..... as)
(b) Amina can sing and dance. (Re-write using both .....and)

(c) You can walk or run. (Re-write using either ..... or)
You can eithes Walk o« run,

(d) The boy was not at home. He was not also at school. (Join the sentences using neither

+vr.. 1OT)
Thoboy Was nefther ahenme  ner af sches!

(e) He was not fast to catch the thief. (Re-write using enough ..... to)

Extract 8.3 shows the sample of the response from the script of a student
who scored high marks. This student managed to re-write the sentences as
required and had adequate knowledge on the use of conjunctions,
comparatives and quantifiers.

2.3.4 Question 9: Filling in the Blanks with the Correct Given Words

In this question, the students were given the following five sentences with
blanks to fill in with the correct word given in the brackets.

(@) Lo sick. (fill/feel)
(b) We are expectingto ................. at 8.00 am. (leave/live)
(€) Heisa...oooovi veiiiiiiiiic e tired. (beat/bit)
(d) Yourroomisalways ..........cocevviiiiiiiiininn.n (knit/neat)
(e) Itistoo late, let’sgoto....... in my bedroom. (sleep/slip)

This question tested the students’ ability to use verbs, adjectives and
adverbs which are related in pronunciation but are different in spelling,
meaning and use (minimal pairs).

26



The question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which, 78.9
percent scored from 3.5 to 7.5 marks, 15.5 percent scored from 2.5 to 3
marks and 5.6 percent scored from 0 to 2 marks. The data analysis shows
that the performance of students in this question was good as seen in Figure

9.

m0.0-2.0
Weak

2.5-3.0

Average
m35-75

Good

Figure 9: Students’ Performance

The students who scored high marks had adequate knowledge on the

meaning and use of the target verbs, adjectives and adverbs. Extract 9.1
shows the sample of a good response.

Extract 9.1

(b)
©)
(d)
(e)

9. Fill in the blanks with the correct word given in the brackets.

We are expecting to L’QD\UQ- ..... at 8:00 am. (leave/live)
Heisa ... \OVE....... tired. (beatbi)
Your room is always ....... neak..... (knit/neat)

It is too late, let’s go to S \QQ.ﬁ3 ....in my bedroom. (sleep/slip)

Extract 9.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student who
scored high marks. This student understood the question and was able to fill
in the blank spaces with correct words given in the brackets.
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The data analysis further shows that, there were students who were able to
give the right answers to three questions. These students had an idea with
some words which have the same pronunciation but have different spelling
and meaning. For example, one of the students could distinguish the
meaning of the two pair of words in part (a), (d), and (e) but failed to do so
in (b), as he/she chose “live” instead of “leave” and in part (c) he/she chose
“beat” instead of “bit”. These responses indicate that the student could have
been confused with the same pronunciation of those words but also he/she
did not know the meaning of those words as he/she ended up guessing the
answers as seen in Extract 9.2.

Extract 9.2

9. Fillin the blanks with the correct word given in the brackets.
9 1.5 . sick. (Gilfee)
b) We are expecting to SN at8:00 am, (leave/live)

Extract 9.2 is the sample from the script of a student who managed to give
the right answers for three questions.

A few students who scored a zero mark did not know the spelling, meaning
and use of the target verbs, adjectives and adverbs given. For example, one
of the students wrote “fill” in part (a), instead of “feel”. This response
implies that the student did not realise that the verb “fill” means to make
something full of something which is contrary to the context of the
sentence which requires the linking verb “feel” which means to experience
a particular emotion. In part (b), the student wrote “live” without knowing
that “live” can be used as a verb or adjective to mean “to have your home
in a particular place/not dead”. However, the right word for the given
sentence is “leave” which means “to go away from a place”. Moreover, the
student just guessed the answer for part (c) by writing “beat” which means
“to defeat somebody in a game” instead of writing “bit” to mean “a little”
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in the given context. In part (d), the student did not know the meaning of
the given two minimal pairs that is why he/she opted for “knit” which
means “to make clothes” instead of “neat” which means “tidy and in order”
as the questions demands. The use of the verb “slip” by the student
suggests that the student did not know the meaning of this vocabulary
which is “to slide a short distance by accident so that you fall or nearly
fall”. The student was not aware that “sleep” was the right verb to be used
in the given context to mean “to rest with your eyes closed and your mind
and body not active”. Extract 9.3 shows the sample of a poor response

Extract 9.3

9.  Fill in the blanks with the correct word given in the brackets.
@ I...[ 1—“1 ....... sick. (fill/feel)
b) We are expecting to L'\Jf/ ........ at 8:00 am. (leave/live)
¢) Heisa.... 19 tast...... tired. (beat/bit)
(d) Your room is always ....... % NE..... (knit/neat)
(e) Itistoolate,let’sgoto....... LWP ....... in my bedroom. (sleep/slip)

(
(

Extract 9.3 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student who
scored a zero mark. This student did not know the spelling, meaning and use
of the target verbs, adverbs and adjectives.

Question 10: Completing the Sentences by Using Prepositions

In this question, the students were given ten sentences with blank spaces to
be filled in with the correct word from the list.

at, by, since, for, to, during, until, with, through, on.

(a) They have been living in Mwanza .................. 2005.
(b) Texpected to see my grandfather ............ the holiday.

(¢) Wearrived .......coooiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 6 o’clock.
(d) TItravelledto Mbeya .........ooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian.. bus.
(6) Hecutan orange ..............coeeeeveienienninniannnn. a knife.
() Jumawenttoschool ................oooeiiiiiiiii. Food.
(g) She has been washingacar..................... two hours.
(h) Weare waiting ..........oovviiiiniiiiiiiiiieeeeiiens ceeennn you.
(1) Youshouldpass ........cooevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnn this door.



(j) Tgaveanexercise book ............cooeiiiiiiai my friend.

The question tested the students’ ability to use prepositions in constructing
meaningful sentences.

The question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, in which 62
percent scored from 7.5 to 15 marks, 22 percent scored from 4.5 to 7 marks
and 16.1 percent scored from 0 to 4 marks. The data analysis shows that the
performance of the students in this question was good, as seen in Figure 10.
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Figure 10: Students’ Performance

The analysis of the responses indicates that, the students who scored high
marks had adequate knowledge and skills on the use of prepositions of
time, place, movement, and means correctly in the given sentences. Extract
10.1 shows the sample of a good response.
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Extract 10.1

10.  Complete the sentences by using the correct prepositions from the following list. One word
can be used more than once.

at, by, since, for, to, during, until, with, through, on

(a) They have been living in Mwanza ... 2N CE......... 2005.
(b) Iexpect to see my grandfather ..... dusog..... the holiday.
© Wearived.....0k......... 6 o’clock.

(d) TItravelled to Mbeya ..... bﬂ .......... bus.

(¢) He cutan orange .....\0 ith....... a knife.

(f) Juma went to school ....0N.......... foot.

(2) She has been washingacar....g0L........... two hours.

(h) We are waiting ...... 121 s you.

(i)  You should pass ..... &.hr.oug‘n... this door.

() I gave an exercise book ...... o my friend.

Extract 10.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who managed to use prepositions in constructing grammatically correct
sentences.

There were students who managed to answer five out of ten questions
which were given. These students knew the correct uses of some
prepositions. However, they were confusing some of the prepositions in
some contexts of use. For example, in attempting part (a), one of the
students confused “for” with “since” as they are both used with time. In
part (b), the student wrote “since” instead of “during,” without realizing
that the task was on when something will happen. In part (f), the student
confused “by” with “on” as they are both used as the preposition of means.
In part (j), the student used “with” instead of “to,” which is used to show
the person that receives something as required by the question. Extract 10.2
is the sample of a response from the script of the student who scored half of
the total scores.
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Extract 10.2

10.  Complete the sentences by using the correct prepositions from the following list. One word
can be used more than once.

at, by, since, for, to, during, until, with, through, on

(a) They have been living in Mwanza ...... F o ... 2005.
(b) Iexpect to see my grandfather ..... S ' . ﬂ/(,? ... the holiday.
(¢) Wearrived ....... Q’E .......... 6 o’clock.

(d) Itravelled to Mbeya OL \} ....... bus.

(¢) He cut an orange \llt\’b ...... a knife.

(f) Juma went to school ....... ‘9 N ] ..... foot

(g) She has been washing a car Cb ...... J ....two hours.
(h) We are waiting .........t 0.

(i)  You should pass th fbuc[ I). this door.

(j) Igave an exercise book ..... X l"h ...... my friend.

Extract 10.2 is the sample of a response from the script of a student who
managed to fill in the blank spaces with correct prepositions.

A few students who scored low marks had inadequate knowledge of the
uses of preposition. Also they had poor mastery of English Language.
Some of them just filled in blank spaces by guessing as they wrote the
incorrect prepositions. For example, in answering part (a), one of the
students wrote “to” instead of “since” which is used with a point of time as
in “since 2005”. In part (b), the student wrote “on” instead of “during” as
he/she could not realize that a preposition “during” was the right answer
which means at some point in the period of time as in “during the holiday”.
In part (c), the student wrote “through” instead of “by,” which is used to
show a means of doing something as in “travelled by bus”.

Furthermore, in part (e), the student used “by” as the preposition of means
but he/she did not know that “with” was the right preposition to be used in
this case. In part (g), the student wrote “since” while the correct answer was
“for,” which is used with a period of time “two hours”. Moreover, the use
of “with” in (i) and “until” in (j), implies that the student lacked adequate
knowledge of the uses of prepositions, hence guessed the answers. Extract
10.3 shows the sample of poor response.
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24.1

Extract 10.3

10.  Complete the sentences by using the correct prepositions from the following list. One word
can be used more than once.

at, by, since, for, to, during, until, with, through, on

(a) They have been living in Mwanza ....... H) ........... 2005.
(b) Iexpectto see my grandfather ...... 0") ........... the holiday.
(¢) Wearrived ....... Q\L .......... 6 o’clock. |
(d) Itravelled to Mbeya .. 1% mc{? A ... bus.

(e) He cutan orange ﬂ .......... a knife.

(f) Juma went to school .....}[.! 0 V ....... foot.

(g) She has been washing a car ..... “ﬁ 'fl(e ....... two hours.

(h) We are waiting d\l{l‘ﬂ ......... you.

(i)  You should pass W‘ . - ........ this door:

(i) Igave an exercise book ..... U U"M ........ my friend.

Extract 10.3 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored low marks because of inadequate knowledge on the uses of the
target prepositions.

SECTION D: READING PROGRAMME

There were two compulsory questions in this section. Question 11 was
from class readers and question 12 from poetry. Each question carried 12.5
marks, making a total of 25 marks for section D. These questions tested the
students’ ability to read and interpret correctly what they have read.

Question 11: Class Reader

In this question, the students were required to select one class reader which
they have read, from the given list and answer the given five questions.

(a) What is the title of the book?

(b) Who was the main character?

(c) What does the main character like to do?

(d) Identify one major event which made the main character popular.

(e) How can you describe the main character?

The question tested students’ ability to interpret literary works by
identifying the title of the book, main character, what the main character
likes to do, one major event which made the main character popular and
characterization of the main character.
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The question was attempted by 91.6 percent of the students, of which 39.4
percent scored from O to 3 marks, 33.1 percent scored from 6.5 to 12.5
marks and 27.4 percent scored from 3.5 to 6 marks. The data analysis
indicates that the performance of students in this question was good as seen
in Figure 11.

m0.0-3.0
Weak

3.5-6.0

Average
mG6.5-125

Good

Figure 11: Students’ Performance

The students who scored high marks had adequate knowledge and skills in
reading and interpreting the class readers as required. They were able to
identify the title of the book, main character, what the main character likes
to do, the event which made the main character popular and were also able
to describe the main character. Extract 11.1 shows a sample of a good
response.
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Extract 11.1

(a) What is the title of the book?
hoe blle o tho, bk o HawAL T God BRWER.
(b) Who was the main character?

%mwc’wml@fwul’amﬁ .........

(©) V\Lhat does the main character like to do?
Thoomindhemchoe hkeu b dover o bas

(d) Identify one major event which made the main character popular.

The.. oxonh_ahich mcds tho. man. chitacde. paddec, ia Jeh abch she
y ) 0 : N 00 L ot
. '}‘If;%‘é‘o% VQ,%’)J%# jtjzi‘ "‘a‘“r‘f‘d"flsﬁ‘;ﬁ}”ﬁémﬁ/?'ffa'/”%a%%‘f@g&/d%f% -%;; e
(< ow Ca’n‘y()u escribe the main character?’
......... H’)@...mc.m..c.}.nm&an..wm...caNac/....Hém...uéu)..uau...Ju[o;ma.r.n...@m;..
! .J..h@..b&.@q..a..bpwg.uiﬁa. G‘J@uamlzm&clodum/v@fﬂuabw
< /.‘./.\/QC,..U”.%G;...4&@0.;..‘/}.14 fn....maa\...n.’za,ﬂ.y..abg}.a.c/w..b./@.&.aﬁga!i,.
Hhad ha wsa.obwiad b, for.. hoc.sho. ¥e7. 200 anadad e el
onad pogpbe. e tohoco. by of Yo oad Sho. wecoded. i porch...

Extract 11.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored high marks. This student had adequate knowledge and skills in
reading and interpreting class readers.

Further analysis of the students’ responses show that there were students
who managed to answer two questions. Their answers imply that they
lacked analytical skills which could help them to respond to whatsoever
question asked about the particular book. For example, one of the students
was able to respond to part (a) and part (b) by identifying the title and the
main character accordingly. However, the student failed to give the
required answers to part (c), (d) and (e) because he/she misunderstood the
questions. For example, in part (d), the question asked on the specific event
which made Hawa to be popular but instead, one of the students responded
as if he/she was asked to write the reasons which made Hawa to become
popular. Extract 11.2 is the sample of a response from the script of a
student.
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Extract 11.2

(a) What is the title of the book?
............. G HAWR THE B VeI

(b) Who was the main character?

Extract 11.2, is the sample of a response from the script of a student who
could not score full marks due to the misconception of the questions, which
could be attributed to a poor command of English Language.

The students who scored low marks had inadequate knowledge of class
readers and failed to understand the requirement of the question. For
example, one of the students was able to answer part (a) by mentioning the
title of the book which was determinant to the answers of other questions.
In part (b), the student mentioned the title of another book which was not
related to the task of the question since, he/she was required to mention the
name of the main character in the earlier mentioned book title in part (a).
Moreover, the sequence of the incorrect answers went on to other sub
questions as he/she just mentioned the names of characters in parts (c), (d)
and (e), which was contrary to the requirement of the given tasks. Extract
11.3 shows a sample of a poor response.
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Extract 11.3

(a) What is the title of the book?

SRR the bor SeBvey ]
(b) Who was the main character?
cmmsaka AR FRIDE L c

(¢) What does the main character like to do?

lermognt

................................................. e e ceacaeneseansesortosesassorsssvsssssonnonnsassonnanss

(d) Identify one major event which made the main character popular.

.......................................................................................................

T - 4= N 1= PPN UPPR
R T T TS o 3 T e = B <R URRR s

BT ..

Extract 11.3 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who managed to answer part (a) but failed to respond correctly in other parts
of the question as he/she failed to interpret the requirement of the given
tasks.

2.4.2 Question 12: Poetry

This question required the students to read the following poem and then
answer the given questions.

White sheep, white sheep,

On a blue hill, when the wind stops,
You all stand still, when the wind blows,
You work away slowly, white sheet.

Where have you learnt to be obedient?

Show me that school, to take my children,
Because, when I tell them to stop they move,
And when I tell them to move they stop.
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Questions

(a) What is the title of this poem?..........ccccceeviiiiiiniiiiciieiees

(b) What is white sheep referred to ?.........ccoeeveviieiieniieiiene,

(c) What is the blue hill referred to? ...,
(d) What is the opposite of a word obedient?

(e) What can you learn from a poem?

The question tested the students’ ability to read and answer the questions
with the information obtained from the poem. The students were required
to identify the title of the poem, what does the word “white sheep” and
“blue hill” refer to the opposite of the word “obedient” and the lesson/what
has been learnt from the poem.

The question was attempted by 99.9 percent of the students, 83.3 percent
scored from 0 to 3 marks, 10.6 percent scored from 3.5 to 6 marks and 5.9
percent scored from 6.5 to 12.5 marks. The data analysis shows that the
performance of the students in this question was weak, as seen in Figure 12.

100 77 833
@z _
= 80 +~
= 60 -
=
~
= 40 -
\O 5 =
S 20 4 10.6 5.9
-y
-—
0 T T T '
0.0-3.0 3.5-6.0 6.5-12.5 None
Weak Average Good response
Scores

Figure 12: Students’ Performance

The responses analysis of the students who scored zero marks shows that
they did not understand the given poem and therefore, they could not
respond to the questions as required. Some of these students just copied the
questions without giving answers. Others tried to answer the questions
using answers from their own source which was not based on the poem and
others just copied some lines of the poem and used them as answers, as
seen in Extract 12.1.
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Extract 12.1

QUESTIONS
(a) What is the title of this poem? A ﬂ% wlBlen  Jtell Ao trmoue the

(b) What is white sheep referred to? On..ab Lue L:\(UJ wrhen e dna )‘—@Qﬂ .

7OUC\M§t ...... St denthe udnd blowis veu vierk stuceds se
Co Xy T ite  SKeeps? 7
hat

(c) What is the blue hill referred to? ... \AMaE N | $hae. .. wumcp,stﬁfs,

Extract 12.1 shows the sample of a response from the script of a student
who scored a zero mark. This student had inadequate knowledge of the
poem and had poor mastery of English language.

Moreover, the analysis shows that, there were students who were able to
answer two of the five given questions. Their responses indicate that, they
either partially understood the poem or misinterpreted it. For example, one
of the students managed to answer part (a) and part (e) of the question, but

failed to relate the poem to reality, as seen in Extract 12.2.
Extract 12.2

QUESTIONS
(a) What is the title of this poem? ... AWHIE . HEEL oot

(b) What is white sheep referred to? ....«nu... o /@ e TODAETD e,

(d) What is the opposite of a word obedient? ...z 744... Jf./w ot

abitg . atthio. . whoule] .. /.Qem).w.’. A dnielon., G ... Lo . Y ows....
: 4
@//\H/JV‘J ....................................................................................................
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Extract 12.2 is the sample of a response from the script of a student who
misinterpreted the poem and as a result he/she failed to answer the questions
correctly.

On the other hand, the few students who scored high marks had adequate
comprehension skills which enabled them to understand what the poem was
about and could also interpret the content and respond correctly to the
questions asked. Their responses imply that they had a good command of
English language, which enabled them to elaborate, organize the points
using appropriate words and well-formed sentences, as seen in Extract 12.3.

Extract 12.3
QUESTIONS
(a) What is the title of this poem? . /}Ub .,él,[;/{ﬂ Z ﬁ,{\d oy MWM Xféﬂ/ﬁ

(b) What is white sheep referred to? W}wfz - /M 72@’42»??}‘2(% . 4/10 . /éi@ . [/[QUJM ..

4. alm aé,ajzwf .....................................................................................

(e) What can you learn from a poem? \/&Umgf ﬁaﬁmf ?U‘W Ao peso.. ...
b.emj....céx/tmﬁ o oo Whid. v e, can 4ol Ao ...
it Lo Lidken, ,auw/ A

Extract 12.3 shows the sample of a response form the script of a student
who scored high marks. This student comprehended the poem and was able
to answer the questions correctly.

PERFORMANCE OF THE STUDENTS IN EACH TOPIC

The analysis of the students’ performance in FTNA in each topic indicates
that 91.5 percent of the students in Comprehension and Summary had
average score of 30 percent and above, indicating a good performance.
However, in making a comparison to 2014, there is an increase in
performance by 4.65 percent. Furthermore, 69.14 percent of the students
had an average performance of 30 percent and above in Patterns and
Vocabulary, which was also a good performance. In making comparison to
the performance of this topic with 2014 results, there is an increase of 25.02
percent in the performance. Moreover, the students had a good performance
in Language Use despite the decrease of performance by 6.76 percent, as
60.5 percent of the students had an average performance of 30 percent and
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5.0

above in 2015. On the other hand, students’ performance in Reading
Programme was average, as only 38.50 percent of the students got average
performance of 30 percent and above. There is a decrease in the
performance of the students in this topic by 14.4 percent, when compared
with the 2014 performance. Further analysis indicates that the students had
high scores in question 1, 2, and 10 and had low scores in question 8 and
12. The performance is summarized in the Appendix.

CONCLUSION

The general performance of the FTNA, 2015 English Language was good
since many students scored above average. This performance implies that
students had adequate knowledge and skills which enabled them to
interpret the questions from different topics and respond accordingly.

Despite the good performance, the students faced problems in the Reading
Programme due to lack of analytical skills to enable them to respond to the
questions asked in different readings and poem. The students also
demonstrated a poor mastery of English Language and inadequate
knowledge of grammar, especially the uses of comparison, correlative
conjunctions and quantifiers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to improve the performance of students in the English Language
subject, it is recommended that:

(a) Students should be given a lot of tasks which will help them
practice all the four language skills, namely, listening, reading,
speaking and writing.

(b) Students should be encouraged to read class readers and other story
books extensively so as to improve their vocabulary and grammar
competencies. In so doing, they will be able to acquire enough
knowledge and skills in using correct spelling and construction of
grammatically correct sentences, in both spoken and written forms.
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(c)

(d)

Interpretation and analysis of poems should be encouraged by the
English Language subject teachers since poems provide a wide
chance of practice in effective language usage.

The structure and grammar lessons should be regularly practiced
under the sections of Patterns and Vocabulary, since many students
have demonstrated inadequate knowledge and skills in using
grammar as many of them performed poorly in question 8.
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Appendix A

Summary of Candidates’ Performance per Topic

Percentage of candidates

"
S/N Topic Question who scored an average of | Remarks
Number
30 percent or above
! Comprehension and
" | Summary
) Patterns and
" | Vocabulary
3 69.9
3. | Language Use 4 533 Average
5 583
Reading Programme 11 60.6
4. 1 166 Average
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Appendix B

A Summary of the Candidates’ Performance per Topic in FTNA 2014 in

Comparison to FTNA 2015

Average Performance(%)

100

91.50

m2014
m2015

Comprehension Patterns Language Use Reading Programme
and and
Summary Vocabulary
Topic

44






