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FOREWORD 

This report presents Candidates’ Items Responses Analysis Report (CIRA) on the 

Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) which was conducted in 

2022. This report aims to provide feedback to all educational stakeholders on the 

factors that contributed to the candidates’ performance in Arabic. 

 

The Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) is a summative 

evaluation which intends to monitor students’ learning to provide feedback that 

teachers, students and other educational stakeholders can use to improve teaching 

and learning respectively. This analysis shows justification for the candidates’ 

performance in the Arabic Language subject. The candidates who attained high 

scores had adequate knowledge of tenses and grammatical rules, sufficient basic 

vocabulary to use in different contexts, the ability to interpret simple stories, the 

ability to understand multiple choice questions and choose correct responses and to 

match the vocabulary with their opposites. However, candidates who scored low 

marks faced difficulties in responding to the questions due to their insufficient 

knowledge of the tested concepts. 

 

This report will help students to identify strengths and weaknesses for them to 

improve learning before sitting for their Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examination (CSEE). It will help teachers to identify the challenging areas and 

take appropriate measures during teaching and learning. 

 

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) expects that the 

feedback provided in this report will shed light on the challenges for which 

education stakeholders should take proper measures to improve teaching and 

learning the Arabic Language subject. Consequently, students will acquire 

knowledge, skills and competence indicated in the syllabus for better performance 

in future examinations. 

 

The Council appreciates the contribution of all those who prepared this report. 

 

 
Dr. Said Ally Mohamed 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report analyses the performance of candidates who sat for the Certificate of 

Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) in Arabic Language subject in 2022.  

Arabic Language paper consisted of 12 questions, with section A, B and C. 

Candidates were supposed to answer 11 questions. In section A and B, the 

candidates were required to attempt all the questions. In section C, the 

candidates were required to choose three (3) of the four questions. Section A 

had two (2) questions, in which question one (1) had ten (10) items that carried 

10 marks and question two (2) had five (5) items that carried five (5) marks, 

making a total of 15 marks. Section B had six (6) questions, in which question 

three (3) carried 10 marks; question 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 carried 6 marks each, 

making a total of 40 marks. Section C had four optional questions, each carrying 

15 marks where a candidate had to choose three (3) questions. 

The analysis of the Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (CSEE) in 

Arabic Language presents what the requirements of each question were; and 

what was expected as the responses in each question. Furthermore, it shows how 

the candidates answered the questions. Samples obtained from the candidates’ 

responses are presented to provide a general picture of how the candidates 

responded to the questions.  

The rating of candidates’ performance has been grouped as ‘good’, ‘average’ 

and ‘weak’. In this analysis, the performance ranging from 65 to 100 per cent 

has been categorised as ‘good’ and is represented by green colour; the 

performance ranging from 30 to 64 per cent has been categorised as ‘average’ 

and is represented by yellow colour; the performance ranging from 0 to 29 per 

cent has been categorised as ‘weak’ and is represented by red colour. The 

overall candidates’ performance is summarised in the Appendix A. 

The total number of the candidates who sat for the Certificate of Secondary 

Education (CSEE) in 2022 in Arabic Language was 16,602, out of which 

(24.6%) of the candidates passed and (75.4%) of the candidates failed. In 2021, 

candidates who sat for the Certificate of Secondary Education (CSEE) were 

15,528; out of these, (16.7%) of the candidates passed and (83.3%) of the 

candidates failed. This implies that the performance of the candidates in the year 

2022 has increased by 7.9 per cent compared to the year 2021. 
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2.0   ANALYSIS ON THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE ON EACH 

QUESTION 

2.1 SECTION A: Multiple Choice and Matching Items  
 

This section consisted of two questions. The candidates were required to attempt 

all the questions. Question one (1) was a multiple-choice question and had ten 

(10) items that carried 10 marks. Question two (2) was matching items and had 

five (5) items, each carrying 1 mark, making a total of fifteen (15) marks for this 

section.  
 

2.1.1 Question 1: Multiple Choice Question 
 

This was a compulsory question. It consisted of 10 multiple choice items 

derived from various topics of the syllabus. The candidates were required to 

choose the most correct answer from the given alternatives and write its letter 

beside the item number in the answer booklet provided.  

The question was attempted by 16,602 (100.00%) candidates. A total of 464 

(2.79%) candidates scored from 7.0 to 10.0 marks, which is a good 

performance. In addition, 5,973 (35.98%) candidates scored from 3.0 to 6.0 

marks, which is an average performance. Lastly 10,165 (61.23%) candidates 

scored from 0.0 to 2.0 marks, which is a weak performance.ُ The general 

performance in this question was average since 6,437 (38.77%) candidates 

scored from 3.0 to 10.0 marks. The overall candidates’ performance in the 

question is summarised in Figure1. 

 

 Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance in Question 1 
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The analysis of each item in this question is as follows: 

 

Item (1) was,  

 
The item was about Adverbs (ُُظَرُوف). The candidates were required to identify 

Adverb of time found in among the five (5) sentences given. The item intended 

to measure the candidates’ knowledge of adverb of time ( مَانُ  ُالزَّ  The .(ظَرْفُ

candidates with the knowledge of adverbs ( فُُظَرُو  ) opted for the right answer 

 They realised that, the option comprised a sentence with a phrase indicates .(ج)

an adverb of time which was ‘ُ ب  .(before maghrib)’ قَبْلَُالْمَغر 

This indicates that, these students not only understood the adverbs of time, but 

they also understood the adverbs of place. This is because, the distractors given 

in involved adverbs of place. 

On the other hand, the candidates who selected other options (أ), (ب), (د) and (ه), 

they just confused between adverbs of time and that of place. This is because, 

the distractors they chose contained adverbs, but were adverbs of place. 

Moreover, the candidates did not know what the sentences meant. This shows 

that, the candidates were poor in both adverbs of time and adverbs of place. 
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Item (2) was,  

 

This item was based on meaningful sentences ( ُ المفيدةالْجُمَلُ ). It demanded the 

candidates to identify the meaningful sentence from the options given. The 

candidates who had the knowledge of meaningful sentence attempted option (ه) 

which was: ( ُمَكْتوُْبةَُ   The candidates chose .(The blackboard was written) (السَّبُّوْرَةُ

the sentence because they knew that, it brings complete meaning. They also 

understood that, it was a nominal sentence (ُُيَّة ) whose subject ,( الْجُمْلَةُُالْْسْم  مُبْتدََءُُالُْ)  

was (ُُالسَّبُّوْرَة) while its predicate ( الْخَبرَُُ  ) was (  The students who .(مَكْتوُْبةَُ 

performed well in this item had enough knowledge of Arabic sentences. 

 

Meanwhile, there were some of the candidates who opted for options (أ), (ب) 

and (ج) which were (ُُس بَُالْحَار  (شَر   (The guardian drank), (ُْي (بَُذُُكَتَُالت لْم   (The student 

wrote) and )ُمَة ُالْخَاد   respectively. These (The maid (female) is sweeping) )تكَْنُسُ

candidates were wrong. This is due to the fact that, the mentioned options 

contained transitive verb (ُِّْي ُمُتعَدَ  ) which needed object (ف عْل  عولُبهمف  ) to complete 

the meaning. The options for instance, can be completed as follow: )ُس بَُالْحَار   )شَر 

(The guard drank) in option (أ) can be written as  ُس بَُالْحَار  يْرَ( )شَر  الْعصَ   (The guard 

drank juice), option (ب) can be written as ُُيْذ سَالَةَ( ُكَتبََُ)الت لْم  ِّ الر   (The student wrote a 

letter) and option (ج) can be written as مَةُُ (غُرْفَة   )تكَْنُسُُالْخَاد   (The female maid  is 

sweeping a room. 

  

On the other hand, those who selected the option (د) ( نْدُُمَعَُلَيْلَى  Hind and) (زَارَتُْه 

Laila visited) were also wrong. This clause contained the word ُزَارَتُْ)  )  which 

was transitive verb; hence  it needed an object like (َُالْمَتْحَف) (the museum) to 

make it meaningful.  
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They selected it because the option contained four (4) words. In other words, 

they were deceived by a number of words found in the clause which were four 

(4). The candidates were not aware that, number of words in a clause does not 

determine its meaningfulness. 

 

Generally, students who performed poor in this item were weak in both 

vocabulary and Arabic sentence structure. 

  

 

Item (3) was: 

 

The item was about ‘ ُالتَّرَاكِيْبُ الْعرََبيَِّة’ (Arabic sentences). The item required 

students to identify a sentence which was grammatically incorrect among the 

list provided. The candidates with the knowledge of Arabic grammar sentence 

chose (ج) which was ( الِبُ زَمِيْلَهُ لَمْ يدَْعُو ا لطَّ ). This is because the sentence consisted 

of the word (يدَْعُو) which was a defective verb; hence, it becomes in accusative 

or jussive case by omitting defective letters (  حُرُوْفُ عِلَّة). As for this option waw 

was a defective letter, so it was supposed to be omitted as the word preceded by 

the particle lam which makes the verb to be in jussive case. Moreover, the 

students who opted for the option understood rules concerning defective verbs 

in Arabic language. 

On the other hand, the candidates who chose other options were wrong. The 

students failed to understand that, those sentences did not have grammatical 

errors; as there was grammatical agreement of words in those sentences.  
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Item (4) was, 

 

The item was about ( ِعْرَاب (عَلََمَاتُ الِْْ  (signs of inflection). The item demanded the 

candidates to identify type of word ‘kasra’ is its sign of nasbu (accusative case) 

among the options given. The candidates who had the knowledge of signs of 

inflection opted for (ب). The candidates knew that, ( السالم الؤنثجمع  ) becomes in 

nominative case by the sign dhamma and becomes in both accusative and 

genitive case by the sign kasra. This indicates that, they had sufficient 

knowledge of declinability and indeclinability ( عْرَابُ   in the Arabic ( وَالْبنَِاءُ الِْْ

Language.  

 

Unlike, those who selected the option (أ) and (د) did not know when kasra 

appears as an accusative sign ( ِعَلََمَةٌ لِلنَّصْب) and when it appears as a genitive sign 

 They did not understand that, the kasra when appears at the end of .(عَلََمَةٌ لِلْجَرِ  )

singular noun ( ُالْْسْمُ الْمُفْرَد) or Broken Plural ( ِجَمْعُ التَّكْسِيْر) which are not mu’utalli 

at its last letter,  represents the sign of jarr and not nasbu.  

 

On the other hand, those who opted for (ج) and (ه) went astray. This is because 

there is no way whereby kasra can appear as a sign of any inflection whether it 

is nominative, accusative or genitive at the end of dual noun (الْمُثَنَّى) and 

structured masculine plural ( ُجَمْعُ الْمُذَكَّرِ السَّالِم). The candidates did not know that, 

these two kinds of nouns become in accusative case by yaa as their accusative 

sign.  

 

In short, those who chose wrong options, they had a poor mastery of 

declinability and indeclinability ( ُعْرَابُ وَالْبنَِاء  .in Arabic grammar (الِْْ
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Item (5) was, 

 

The item was derived from declinable and indeclinable words (ُُُّوَالْمَبْن ي  .(الْمُعْرَبُ

The item required the candidates to choose two words which were indeclinable 

 .from the options given (مَبْن ي ُ)

The candidates who had the knowledge of indeclinable words chose (ه) which 

was (َُبْن ُيضَْر   strive, they (third person feminine plural) beat)), since the (اسْعيَْنَ،

option had indeclinable words, whereby the word (َُاسْعيَْن)  was imperative verb 

( بْنَُ) and (ف عْلُُالَْْمْرُ  (يضَْر   was present tense connected with a nuun of emphasis (ُُنُوْن

يْدُ   Moreover, the Candidates knew the ahwaal al-iiraab of the command ,(التَّوْك 

verb and the ahwaal al-iiraab of the imperative verbs. 

Meanwhile, other candidates who opted for (ج) and (د) confused them with the 

right answer. This is because the word َُبوُْن (يضَْر   ( (They beat) and (َُب يْن (تضَْر   (You 

beat) in (ج) and (د) respectively, were among special five verbs ( ُالُْ خَمْسةَُُالَْْفْعاَلُ ) 

which are always among declinable verbs ( لْمُعْرَبةَُُالَْْفْعاَلُُا ). They also confused the 

word )َتسَْعوَْن( in (د) with the right answer. The candidates were misled by the last 

letter nun (النون) which resembled the nuun found in the (َُاسْعيَْن) . In addition, 

their partial knowledge of indeclinable words convinced them  to think that, the 

word )يسعيان( in )ج( was among the indeclinable. 

There were however, some of the candidates who opted for (أ) (َبُُُأَسْعى (تضَْر   and 

 The candidates lacked the knowledge of both indeclinable and .)تسعىُنصرب( (ب)

declinable words. 
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Item (6) was, 

 

Item (6) was about inflection of the imperfect verb (ُ ع ُالْمُضَار  ُالْف عْل   The .(إ عْرَابُ

candidate was required to identify, which word from the options given, when 

precedes imperfect verb, it (imperfect verb) becomes mansuub. The candidates 

who had sufficient knowledge of (ُ ع ُالْمُضَار   ,This is because .(أ) chose (إ عْرَابُُالْف عْل 

the word (ُْكَي ) was among accusative particles (ُ ُالنَّصْب  which meant (in (أَدَوَاتُ

order to). 

Meanwhile, the candidates who selected option (ج) ‘ نُْإ ُ ’ (if), (د) ‘مَا’ and (ه) ‘ ْمَن’ 

they had confused between accusative particles (ُ ُالنَّصْب  and jussive (أَدَوَاتُ

particles (   .(أَدَوَاتُُالْجَزْمُ 

In addition, those who opted for option (ب) were wrong, since the word (ُْكَم) 

(how many) was an interrogative particles ( ُالْْسْت فْهَامُ   and not among (أَدَوَاتُ

accusative particle. 
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Item (7) was,  

 

The item (7) derived from nominal sentences ( ُالْجُمْلَةُ الْْسْمِيَّة). The item required 

the candidates to choose a nominal sentence in which its predicate was a 

nominal sentence too. The candidates with the knowledge of nominal sentence 

opted for (ج). They selected this because; they understood that, the predicate of 

a subject ( ٌباَبهُُ طَوِيْل) which is nominal sentence came as a predicate of the 

nominal sentence.  

 

The candidates who selected option (ب)  ( ِالِبُ لَمْ يحَْضُرْ إلَِى الْفَصْل (الطَّ  (The student 

did not attend the class) and (ه) ( حْلَةَ فيِْ وَقْتِ الصَّ  يْفِ هَذِهِ الْبنِْتُ تحُِبُّ الرِ  ) (This girl likes 

trip at summer season) were wrong. This is because the options comprised 

predicates which were verb sentences. The predicates were: ( ِلَمْ يحَْضُرْ إلَِى الْفَصْل) 

and ( ِحْلَةَ فيِْ وَقْتِ الصَّيْف  respectively. The candidates did not (ه) and (ب) in ,(تحُِبُّ الرِ 

know that, the item demanded predicate which was in nominal sentence state.   

 

Apart from that, the candidates who opted for the (د) ( ٌفيِ الْقَفَصِ عُصْفُوْر)  (A bird is 

in the cage) were wrong. This is due to the fact that, the sentence comprised 

predicate quasi-sentence ( شِبْهِ جُمْلَة   خَبرَُ  ) which is ( ِفيِ الْقَفَص)  and not predicate in 

the state of nominal sentence as required in the item. On the other hand, the 

candidates who opted for the rest option were also wrong. 
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Item number (8) was, 

 

Item (8) was about Nouns ( سْمَاءُ الَْ  ). The item demanded the candidates to 

identify a non-dual noun found in the nouns given in the item. The candidates 

who had sufficient knowledge of Arabic nouns opted for (د) which was ( ُرَمَضَان). 

This is because it was the right answer according to item’s demand, although it 

resembled the state of dual noun as it ends with alif and nuun. This kind of noun 

is known as Nouns Prohibited from Variation ( ِاسْمٌ مَمْنُوْعٌ مِنَ الصَّرْف) as it always 

does not accept tanween and kasra at the end. Those who responded well in this 

item had mastered well this part of Arabic grammar. 

 

Meanwhile, others who selected the remaining options were wrong. This is 

because they were dual nouns which showed two (2) entities, whereby option (أ) 

(تلِْمِيْذَانِ )  showed two students, option (ب) ( ِوَلَدَان)  meant two (2) boys, option (ج) 

(عَلِيَّانِ )  meant two Alys and option (ه) ( ِزَائرَِان)  meant two visitors.  

 

The poor performance showed by the candidates by choosing the distractors 

indicates that, they were unable to distinguish alif and nuun found in dual nouns 

and alif and nuun found in some nouns which are prohibited from variation. 

This indicates that, they did not have knowledge of nouns prohibited from 

variation ( ِمَمْنُوْعٌ مِنَ الصَّرْف) and dual nouns. 
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Item number (9) was, 

 

Item (9) was derived from pronouns ( ُِمَائر  The item asked the candidates to .(الضَّ

identify a sentence in which its subject was a connected pronoun ( ٌضَمِيْرٌ مُتَّصِل). 

The candidate with the knowledge of pronouns ( ُِمَائر النَّاسُ ذَهَبوُْا )ُ(ب) opted for (الضَّ

 (ذَهَبَ ) They realized that, the verb .(People went to the working place) (إلَِى الْعمََلِ 

was connected with the pronoun waw of third person masculine plural ( ُوَاو

 These candidates had sufficient knowledge of verbs and pronouns in .(الْجَمَاعَةِ 

Arabic language. 

The candidates who opted for other options were wrong; since all the options 

contained estimated pronouns ( مُقَدَّرَةٌ  ضَمَائرُِ  ). In (أ) the verb  ( ُِيقَْبض)  (he is 

catching) contained estimated pronoun ‘َُه و’ (he) referred to ‘  شُرْطِي’ (a 

policeman). In (ج) the verb ‘ َّدَق’ (he knocked) comprised an estimated pronoun 

 .(the bell) ’الْجَرَس‘ referred to ’ه وَُ‘

Moreover, the verb ‘ ُنَرْفَع ’(we are raising)  in (د) consisted of estimated pronoun 

 consisted (she is doing well) ’تحُْسِنُ ‘ (ه) and option ’ نَحْنُ ‘ referred to (we) ’نَحْنُ ‘

of estimated pronoun ‘ َهِي’ (she) referred to ‘ ُالْفَتاَة’ (The girl). 
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Item (10) was, 

 
 

Item (10) was about an object ( ب هُ ُمَفْعوُْلُ  ). The item asked the candidates to 

determine a sentence which had no object ( ب هُ ُمَفْعوُْلُ  ). The candidates who had 

enough knowledge of the object opted for the correct answer (ج) ‘ُ يْذَةُ ُالت ِّلْم  صَارَت 
يْطَةُ   The reason that made them to choose .(The student (girl) became active) ’نَش 

this distractor is that, the sentence given contained the auxiliary verb ‘ُْصَارَت’ 

which is among annular of kaana and its sisters ( وَأَخَوَاتهَُاُكَانَُ ). These verbs make 

their nouns in nominative and make their predicates in accusative case. 

 

Meanwhile, the candidates who selected distractors, they were wrong, since the 

distractors contained an object ( ب هُ ُمَفْعوُْلُ  ). In option (أ) the sentence مَتُ ن ظَّ ُالْب نْتََُُُ
) contained an object (The girl arranged a room) غُرْفَةُ  ب هُ ُمَفْعوُْلُ  ) which was  ُغُرْفَة (a 

room). In option (ب) the sentence ‘ دَرْس اُالُْْسْتاَذُُُشَرَحَُ ’ (The teacher explained a 

lesson) contained an object ( ب هُ ُمَفْعوُْلُ  ) which was دَرْس ا (a lesson). 

 

In (د) the sentence ‘ رُُُباَعَُ اُالتَّاج  سكَُر  ’ (The businessman bought sugar) comprised an 

object ( ب هُ ُمَفْعوُْلُ  ) which was ‘ا ‘ the sentence (ه) In option  .(some sugar) ’سكَُر  ُصَنَعَُ

ارُُ يًّاُالنَّجَّ كُرْس  ’ (The carpenter made a chair) contained an object ( ب هُ ُمَفْعوُْلُ  ) which 

was يًّا  The candidates who opted for the incorrect answers were not .(a chair) كُرْس 

familiar with the object, kaana wa akhwaatuha and transitive verbs. 
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2.1.2 Question 2: Matching items 
 

The question consisted of five (5) matching items. It was about nouns. List ‘A’ 

consisted of nouns while List ‘B’ involved their opposites. The candidates were 

required to match each word noun in List A with its corresponding opposite in 

List B by writing the letter of the corresponding response beside the item 

number in the answer booklet provided. The question was: 

 

 

The question was attempted by 16,602 (100.00%) candidates, out of whom 

1,577 (9.50%) candidates scored from 4.0 to 5.0 marks, which is a good 

performance. Also, 4,108 (24.74%) candidates scored from 2.0 to 3.0 marks, 

which is an average performance. Lastly, 10,917 (65.76%) candidates scored 

from 0.0 to 1.0 mark, which is a weak performance. Therefore, the candidates’ 

general performance in the question was average, considering that, 5,685 

(34.24%) candidates scored from 1.5 to 5.0 marks. The overall candidates’ 

performance in the question is summarised in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance in Question 2 

The data shows that, 1,577 (9.50%) candidates had a good performance. These 

candidates mastered Arabic Language nouns. The data shows that, the 

candidates who scored full marks (5.0) in this question were 578 (3.48%) 

candidates. They showed sufficient knowledge of Arabic Language nouns. The 

candidates who scored all the marks for example, matched the items of List ‘A’ 

with the correct definition from List ‘B’ as follows:  

Item (1) which was “ ُالصُّعوُْد” (ascending) was matched with (ب) which was 

 which (و) matched with (few) ”الْقِلَّةُ “ item (2) which was ,(descending) ”الْهُبوُْطُ “

was “ ُالكَثْرَة” (many), item (3) “ ُالْبعُْد” (far) with (أ) “ ُالْقُرْب” (near), item (4) 

احَةُ “  matched (early) ”التَّقَدُّمُ “ and item (5) (tiresome) ”التَّعبَُ “ (ج) with (rest) ”الرَّ

with (ز) which was “ ُر  The extract 2.1 is a sample of good responses .(late) ”التَّأَخُّ

from one of the candidates 
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Extract 2.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 2 
 

The Extract 2.1 is a sample of responses from one of the candidates who 

matched Colum A and B with their opposities correctly. 

 

Although the performance was good, 4,108 (24.74%) candidates scored average 

marks. The analysis shows that, some of them matched correctly between two to 

three items. This is attributed to the candidates’ partial knowledge of the subject 

matter.  

 

On the other hand, 10,917 (65.76%) candidates failed in this question. 

Moreover, 34.99 per cent of candidates scored zero. The candidate lacked the 

knowledge of Arabic Language vocabulary, as the results they guessed the 

answers. Extract 2.2 shows a sample of the incorrect responses from one of the 

candidates. 

 



16 
 

 
 

Extract 2.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 2 
 

The Extract 2.2 is a sample of a response from one of the candidates who scored 

zero. The candidate matched the items incorrectly. 
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2.2 SECTION B: Short Answers 
 

This section had six (6) questions. Each question had six items except question 

three that had five items. The candidates were required to answer all the 

questions. Each question carried six (6) marks, except question 3, which carried 

ten (10) marks, making a total of forty (40) marks in this section.  
 

2.2.1 Question 3: Inflection ( ُالِْعْرَاب) 
 

This question had five items. The candidates were required to identify inflection 

عْرَابُُ)  :of the underlined words given. The question was (الإ 

 

The question was attempted by 16,602 (100.00%) candidates. Among them, 

13,306 (80.14%) candidates scored from 0.0 to 2.5 marks, which is a weak 

performance. Yet, 2,478 (14.93%) candidates scored from 3.0 to 6.0 marks, 

which is an average performance. Additionally, only 818 (4.93%) candidates 

scored from 6.5 to 10.0 marks, which is a good performance. The performance 

in this question was weak as 3,296 (19.85%) candidates scored from 3.0 to 10.0 

marks. The overall candidates’ performance in the question is summarised in 

Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Candidates’ Performance in Question 3 
 

The analysis shows that, 80.14 per cent of the candidates performed weakly. 

Some of them responded to some items with incorrect and insufficient answers 

to some of the items. Consequently, they scored low marks which did not enable 

them to get either a good or an average performance. On the other hand, 56.64 

per cent of the candidates scored zero. Some of these candidates provided 

irrelevant answers. Moreover, some of them failed to understand the demand of 

the question. Further analysis shows that, some of the candidates wrote 

meaningless sentences while others skipped the question. This shows that the 

candidates lacked the knowledge of word analysis of the Arabic Language. 

Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a weak response from one of the candidates in 

this question. 
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Extract 3.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 3 

 
 

Extract 3.1 above shows a sample of responses from one of the candidate who 

provided incorrect responses. The candidate did not understand the demand of 

the question. He or She, for instance, shifted the word الكتااب()  in part ()أ to the 

last position instead of analyzing it. 

The analysis shows that 14.93 per cent of the candidates had an average 

performance in the question. This performance can be attributed to candidates’ 

partial knowledge of inflection and analysis. For example: some of them either 

failed to provide correct answers to some items or provided responses with 

excessive grammatical errors. Some of them provided incomplete answers to 

some items or to all items. Furthermore, some of the candidates in this category 

left some parts of the questions blank. There were however, some of the 

candidates who responded correctly to some item. 

The data shows that, 4.93 per cent of the candidates had a good performance. 

Further analysis shows that, 0.5 per cent scored full marks. The candidates were 

competent in analyzing the Arabic sentences. One of the candidates for 

example, responded as follows:  

In item (1) )َُئه ُقاَر  تاَبُُ ُالْك  ُ :wrote )ينَْفعَُُ رَة  ُظَاه  ُضَمَّة  ه  ُمَرْفُوْع ،ُوَعَلََمَةُُرَُفْع  ع  ُمُضَار  )ينَْفعَُُ: ف عْل 

ه ( ر  .عَلَىُآخ   Yanfau: Present tense in nominative case, and its sign of nominative 

is visible dhwama on the last consonant تاَبُُ)  رَة ُ: الْك  ُظَاه  ه ُضَمَّة  ل ُمَرْفُوْع ،ُوَعَلََمَةُُُرَفْع  فَاع 

ه ( ر  .عَلَىُآخ  Al-Kitaab: Subject in nominative case, and its sign of nominative is 

visible dhwama on the last consonant.  
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In the item (2) ُ ، وَعَلََمَةُُنَصْب ه  ُمَنْصُوْب  ُب ه  :ُمَفْعوُْل  : الطَّال بيَْنُ  ُف يُالْفصَْلُ  سُُالطَّال بيَْنُ  ِّ )رَأىَُالْمُدَر 

ُمُثَنًّى(. َنَّهُ ُلْ   Attwalibaini: An object in accusative case and its sign of الْياَءُ

accusative is yaa because it is dual noun. نَُ: ف يُْ) ُلَُْمَحَلَُّلَهُُم  عَلَىُالسُّكُوْن  ُمَبْن يُ  ِّ حَرْفُُجَر 

عْرَاب (  Fii: The genitive article structured by sukun which does not has no الْإ 

specific position for irab ه (ُ:الْفصَْلُ ) ر  رَة ُعَلَىُآخ  ُكَسْرَة ُظَاه  ه  ِّ ُ"ف يْ"،ُوَعَلََمَةُُجَر  ُب ـ مَجْرُوْر  .اسْمُ   

Al-faswli: The noun in genitive case caused by fii, and its sign of genitive is 

visible kasra on the last consonant.  

In item (3) ُ ُضَمَّة  ه  ُرَفْع  ُ ُوَعَلََمَةُ ُمَرْفُوْع ، ل  ُالْفَاع  سَائ لُُ: نَائ بُ ُمُتأَنَ ِّيةَ ُ. الرَّ ُق رَاءَة  سَائ لُُ ُالرَّ ئتَ  )قرُ 

ه (. ر  ُعَلَىُآخ  رَة   Arrasailu: Subject of passive voice in nominative case, and its) ظَاه 

sign of nominative is visible dhwama on the last consonant ،ُ: مُتأَنَ ِّيةَ ُ) ُمَنْصُوْب  فَة  ص 

ه ( ر  ُعَلَىُآخ  رَة  ُظَاه  ُفَتْحَة  ُنَصْب ه  .وَعَلََمَةُ  Mutaaniyyatan: Adjective in accusative case, 

and its sign of accusative is visible fat-ha on the last consonant.  

In the item (4) .) ُالْفَتْح ُعَُلَى ُمَبْن ي  ُمَاض  ُف عْل  ُجَاءَُ: : يْنةَ  ُالْمَد  الُ ُعُمَّ  Jaa: Past tense  )جَاءَُ

structured on fat-hi يْنَةُ  ُكَسْرَُ: )الْمَد  ه  ِّ ،ُوَعَلََمَةُُجَر  ُمَجْرُوْر  ُإ لَيْه  ه (.مُضَاف  ر  ُعَلَىُآخ  رَة  ُظَاه  ة   Al-

Madinati: Compliment in genitive case, and its sign of genitive is visible kasra 

on the last consonant.  

In item (5) .مُبْتدََء  ُ فُْع ُالرَّ ُمَحَل ِّ ُف يْ ُعَلَىُالْكَسْر  شَارَةُ  مَبْن ي  ُالْإ  : اسْمُ :ُهَؤُلَْءُ  ُالْحُكُوْمَة  بَّاءُُ ُأطَ   )هَؤُلَْءُ 

Haaulai: Demonstrative noun structured by kasr in place of nominative of the 

subject. بَّاءُُ ُظَاه رَُ: أطَ  ُضَمَّة  ه  ُرَفْع  ُوَعَلََمَةُ ُمَرْفُوْع  ُالْمُبْتدََء  ُمُضَافُ خَبرَُ ُوَهُوَ ه ، ر  ُآخ  ُعَلَى .ة   ، 

Atwibbau: Predicate of the subject in nominative case, and its sign of 

nominative is visible dhwama on the last consonant.  

Extract 3.2 is a sample of responses from one of the candidates who analyzed 

the given underlined words correctly. 
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Extract 3.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 3 
 

Extract 3.2:  A sample of responses from one of the candidates who analyzed all 

the sentences correctly. 
 

2.2.2 Question 4: Al-binaa’u 
 

The question was about Al-binaau. It required the candidates to identify 

situations of bibaai the past tense (perfect verb) )ُالماض ُفعل ُبناء  and  أحوال

reasons for that situations from the options given. The question was:- 
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The question was attempted by 16,602 (100.00%) candidates. Also, 16,149 

(97.27%) candidates scored from 0.0 to 1.5 marks, which is a weak 

performance. Also, 251 (1.51%) candidates scored from 2.0 to 3.5 marks, 

which is an average performance and 202 (1.22%) candidates scored from 4.0 

to 6.0 marks, which is a good performance. The general performance of the 

candidates in the question was therefore weak as only 453 (2.73%) candidates 

scored from 2.0 to 6.0 marks. The overall candidates’ performance in the 

question is summarised in Figure 4. 

 

 
 

Figure 4: Candidates’ Performance in Question 4 
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The analysis shows that, 97.27 per cent of the candidates performed weakly, 

Moreover, 94.64 per cent scored zero. The candidates provided irrelevant 

answers to all items. This shows that the candidates lacked knowledge of 

Arabic verbs. Some of the candidates even skipped the question as others 

copied words from other questions and used them as answers in this question. 

Moreover, some of the candidates wrote meaningless sentences. Furthermore, 

some of them wrote the sentences as they are. In addition, some of them did not 

understand the demand of the question. Extract 4.1 is a sample of weak 

responses from one of the candidates. 

 

Extract 4.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 4 
 

Extract 4.1 is a sample of responses from one of the candidates who provided 

incorrect answers.  

Further analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that 251 (1.51%) candidates 

had an average performance in the question. Some of the candidates in this 

category were able to respond correctly to some items. However, some of them 

were able to give the reasons for the verbs to be indeclinable to some parts of 
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the question. There were, however, some of the candidates’ responses which 

were affected by grammatical errors. This average performance implies that the 

candidates had a partial knowledge of ah’waal al’binaai and i’iraab of perfect 

verbs ()الفعال . 

 

Moreover, the data show that, the candidates who performed well in this 

question were 202 (1.22 %). The data shows that, 0.4 per cent of the candidates 

scored full marks in this question. One of the candidates for example, responded 

as follow: 

 

قْمُ   السَّببَُ  نوَْعُ الْبِناَءِ  الْفِعْلُ  الرَّ

 جَاءُوْا  أ

(They came) 

مِ    مَبْنيِ  عَلىَ الضَّ

(Structured on 

Dhwammi) 

اعَةِ لِْتِ صَالِهِ بوَِاوِ الْجَمَ   

It was connected 

with pronoun waw 

for third person 

masculine plural  

 

 أخََذْتُ  ب

(I took) 

  عَلىَ السُّكُوْنِ مَبْنيِ  

(Structured on 

Sukun) 

كَةِ لِْتِ صَالِهِ بِالتَّاءِ الْمُ  تحََرِ   

It was connected 

with pronoun taa 

with vowel  

 اشْتدََّ  ج

(It increased) 

 مَبْنيِ  عَلىَ الْفتَْحِ 

(Structured on Fat-

hi) 

ءٌ لمَْ يتََّصِلْ بِآخِرِهِ شَيْ   

It was not 

connected with any 

pronoun 

 They) كَتبَْنَ  د

wrote)     

 مَبْنيِ  عَلىَ السُّكُوْنِ 

(Structured on 

Sukun) 

وَةِ لِْتِ صَالِهِ بنِوُْنِ النِ سْ   

It was connected 

with pronoun nun 

for third person 

feminine plural 

 رَجَعْناَ هـ

(We returned) 

 مَبْنيِ  عَلىَ السُّكُوْنِ 

(Structured on 

Sukun) 

الَّةِ  لِْتِ صَالِهِ بِـ "ناَ" الدَّ

 عَلىَ الْفاَعِلِيْنَ 

It was connected 

with pronoun naa 

for first person 

plural 
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قْمُ   السَّببَُ  نوَْعُ الْبِناَءِ  الْفِعْلُ  الرَّ

 ذهََباَ و

(They two 

went) 

 مَبْنيِ  عَلىَ الفتح

(Structured on Fat-

hi) 

نيَْنِ لِْتِ صَالِهِ بِألَِفِ الْْثْ   

It was connected 

with pronoun alif 

for duality 

 

The candidates managed to give a good response as they understood that, 

whenever a past tense connected with taa for first person singular ( كَةُ  التَّاءُ  الْمُتحََرِ  ) 

as in part (أ), nun for third person feminine plural ( النِ سْوَةِ  نُوْنُ  ) as in part (د) and 

naa for first person plural ( الَّةِ  "نَا" الْفَاعِلِيْنَ  عَلَى الدَّ ) in option (ه) always will be 

structured by Sukuun. 

 

In addition, they knew that, when a past tense is connected with waw for third 

person masculine plural ( ِوَاوُ الْجَمَاعَة) will be structured by Dhwamm and 

whenever either it was not connected with any pronoun or was connected with 

pronoun alif for duality ( ِأَلِفُ الْْثْنَيْن) will be structures by Fat-h. 

 

Generally, those who correctly responded to the question understood not only 

the situations whereby perfect verb is mabniyyun  (مبني) but also the reasons 

behind that situations. This means that they mastered well Arabic grammar. 

Extract 4.2 shows a sample of good responses in this question.   
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Extract 4.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 4 
 

Extract 4.2 is a sample of responses from one of the candidates who managed to 

answer the question. 
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2.2.3 Question 5: إن و أخواتها :النواسخ (Annawaasikh: inna and its sisters) 
 
 

This question had six items about ) إنُوُأخواتهااُ)النواسا (inna and its sisters). The 

candidates were required to use the particle inna or one of its sisters in the 

nominal sentences given. They also were required to consider necessary changes 

that may occur after using them. The question was: 

 

The question was attempted by 16,602 (100.00%) candidates and their 

performance was generally weak. The data shows that, 12,424 (74.83%) 

candidates scored from 0.0 to 1.5 marks, which is a weak performance. Also 

2,374 (14.30%) candidates scored from 2.0 to 3.5 marks, which is an average 

performance. Lastly, 1,804 (10.87%) candidates scored from 4.0 to 6.0 marks, 

which is a good performance. The overall performance in this question is 

summarised in Figure 5. 

 
 

Figure 5: Candidates’ Performance in Question 5 
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As shown above in the figure 5, the candidates who performed weakly in this 

question were (74.83%). On the other hand, the data shows that, 69.35 per cent 

of the candidates scored zero in this question. Some of these candidates failed to 

identify the requirement of the question. Consequently, they provided 

information that was not required in the question. Furthermore, some of them 

responded with meaningless sentences, while others skipped the question. 

Extract 5.1 is a sample of poor responses from a candidate who scored zero in 

question 5. 

 

Extract 5.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 5 

 
 

The extract 5.1 is a sample of weak responses from the candidate who failed in 

all the question parts. The candidate failed to understand the demand of the 

question, consequently provided incorrect answers.  

However, the data show that only 2,374 (14.30%) candidates had an average 

performance in this question. The candidates in this group left some parts of the 

question unanswered. There were, however, some of them who provided 

answers with grammatical errors. In addition, some of them were able to answer 

some of the parts, among which there were sentences with grammatical errors. 

This indicates that they had partial knowledge of both verbal and nominal 

sentences. 
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The candidates who performed well in this question correctly used inna or one 

of its sisters correctly. In addition, they put an appropriate vowel on the last 

consonant. Most of them, however, failed to score full marks in this question 

due to some reasons such as providing answers in some parts that were 

characterised by grammatical errors. Consequently, they scored from 4 to 5.5 

marks. Furthermore, 1.2 per cent of the candidates scored full marks. The 

candidates showed competence on using inna and its sisters. Extract 5.2 is a 

sample of good responses from one of the candidates who scored all marks 

allocated in this question. 

 

Extract 5.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 5 
 

Extract 5.2 is a sample of good responses from the candidate who answered all 

parts of the question correctly. 
 

2.2.4 Question 6: البناء (Al-binaau) 
 

This question was about )البناء(. It had three parts. The candidates were 

instructed to connect nun for third person feminine plural ( وْنُ النِ سْوَةِ نُ   ) to present 

tense in the given sentences and make necessary changes needed. The question 

was: 
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The question was attempted by 16,602 (100.00%) candidates and their 

performance was generally weak. The data shows that, 16,222 (97.71%) 

candidates scored from 0.0 to 1.5 marks, which is a weak performance. Also 

203 (1.22%) candidates scored from 2.0 to 3.5 marks, which is an average 

performance. Lastly 177 (1.07%) candidates scored from 4.0 to 6.0 marks, 

which is a good performance. The overall performance in this question is 

summarized in Figure 6. 
 

 
 

Figure 6: Candidates’ Performance in Question 6 
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The analysis shows that, 16,222 (97.71%) candidates scored from 0.0 to 1.5 

marks which is a weak performance. Some of them filled in one item with the 

correct answer. Most of the candidates were able to connect nuun nnis’wa ( نون

 .in some parts; however they failed to change the subject of the sentence (النسوة

There were also candidates who scored half marks in some items. On the other 

hand, the data shows that, 92.74 per cent of the candidates scored zero. The 

candidates were unable to use the suffix nuun in the verbs. In addition, they 

were not able to change what was necessary. Further analysis shows that, the 

candidates were not knowledgeable about nun for third person feminine plural 

 Yet, some of them copied some words from other areas in the .( نُوْنُ النِ سْوَةِ )

question paper and used them as their answers. There were, however, some of 

the candidates who left the questions unanswered, Also there are those who did 

not understand the demand of the question. Extract 6.1 shows a sample of a 

weak response from one of the candidates in this question. 
 

 
 

 

Extract 6.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 6 
 

The extract 6.1 is a sample of responses from the candidate who provided 

incorrect answers. The candidate wrote the sentences as they are without 

connecting the nuun and making changes required.  

 

Further analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that 1.22 per cent of the 

candidates had an average performance in the question. This group managed to 
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respond correctly, but only in some items. Some of their answers provided had 

grammatical errors. This average performance implies that the candidates had a 

partial knowledge of nun for third person feminine plural nuun nni’swa ( ُنُوْن

(النِ سْوَةِ   . 

 

The analysis shows that, 1.07 per cent of the candidates had a good perfomance. 

On the other hand, 37 candidates  attained full marks in this question. The 

candidates were able to answer this question correctly by connecting present 

tense with nuun nis’wa )ِنُوْنُ النِ سْوَة( and change what was necessary in the 

sentence. The candidates responded as follow: In part (أ) wrote: “  يطَْبخَْنَ  الُْمَّهَاتُ 

عاَمَ  “ :wrote (ب) In part .(Mothers are cooking the food) ”الطَّ الِباَتُ  الْبسَِاطَ  شْنَ يفَْرِ  الطَّ ” 

(The girl students are unfolding the mat). In part (ج) wrote: “  شُئوُْنَ  يدُِرْنَ  الْبنََاتُ 

  .(The girls are running home activities) ”الْمَنْزِلِ 

 

The candidates in part (أ) connected the word “ َُتطَْبخ” (she cooks) with nuun 

nis’wa  ْنُ النِ سْوَةِ()نُو  and came up with the sentence “ هاَتُ  عاَمَُُيطَْبخَْنَُُالْأ مَّ الطَّ ” (Mothers 

are cooking the food). In part (ب), they connected present tense “  with ”تفَْرِشُ 

nun nis-wa  )نون النسوة(  and came up with the following response “ الِباَتُ  ُفْرِشْنَُيَُُالطَّ

The candidates in part .(The girl students are unfolding the mat) ”الْبسِاَطَُ ُُ )ج(

connected the verb with nun nis-wa  )نون النسوة(  and came up with the 

sentence“ الْمَنْزِلِ  شُئوُْنَ  يدُِرْنَ  الْبنََاتُ  ” (The girls are running home activities). The 

candidates were able to connect nuun nis’wa )ِنُوْنُ النِ سْوَة( and change what was 

necessary to be changed. Moreover, the candidates changed prefix taau in the 

verbs to be yaau. In addition, the candidates were able to change the subjects in 

the sentences to be plura. The extract 6.2 is a sample of good responses from 

one of the candidates: 

 
 

Extract 6.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 6 
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The extract is a sample of good responses from one of the candidates who was 

able to connect present tense with nuun nis’wa ()ِنُوْنُ النِ سْوَة  and changing what 

was necessary in the sentence.  

 

2.2.5 Question 7: Relative Pronouns (السماء الموصولة) 
 

This question was about Relative Pronouns (ُالموصولة  The question .(الْسماء

demanded candidates to construct sentences using Relative Pronouns given. The 

question was: 

 
 

 

The question was attempted by 16,602 (100.00%) candidates. A total of 14,406 

(86.77%) candidates scored from 0.0 to 1.5 marks, which is a weak 

performance. In addition, 1,550 (9.34%) candidates scored from 2.0 to 3.5 

marks, which is an average performance. Lastly, 646 (3.89%) candidates scored 

from 4.0 to 6.0 marks, which is a good performance. The general performance 

in this question was weak as 2,196 (13.23%) candidates scored from 2.0 to 6.0 

marks. The overall candidates’ performance in the question is summarised in 

Figure 7. 

 

 
 

Figure 7: Candidates’ Performance in Question 7 

 

The data shows that, 14,046 candidates scored from 0.0 to 1.5 marks which is a 

weak performance. The candidates who scored some marks constructed 
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ungrammatical sentences. There were, however, some of them who answered 

one part of the question correctly and another part with ungrammatical 

sentences.  However, 1.91 per cent of the candidates scored zero. They were 

unable to respond to the items as required. The candidates lacked knowledge of 

Relative Pronouns (أسماء الموصولة). Consequently, some of them left the 

question unanswered and some of them copied some words from other 

questions and used them as answers. Furthermore, some of the candidates 

copied some words from the stem of this question (the statement of the 

question) and used them as answers for this question. Additionally, some of the 

candidates wrote meaningless sentences. In addition, some of the candidates did 

not understand the demand of the question.. Extract 7.1 is a sample of poor 

responses. 

 

Extract 7.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 7 

 

Extract 7.1 shows a sample of responses from one of the candidates who gave 

incorrect answers. The candidate failed to use the relative pronouns correctly. 

The candidate for instance, in part )ب( wrote sentence which had grammatical 

mistakes and the sentence was incomplete. 

 

Further analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that 1,550 (9.34%) 

candidates had an average performance in the question. Some of the candidates 



35 
 

were able to answer some parts correctly. In addition, there were some 

candidates who answered some parts; however, among those parts they 

answered, there were minor grammatical errors. This average performance 

implies that, the candidates had partial knowledge of Relative Pronouns. 

 

On the contrary, the candidates who scored high marks in this question were 

able to construct correct sentences using relative pronoun. However, some of 

the candidates failed to score full marks in this category as their responses were 

involved either correct and incorrect answers or correct and ungrammatical 

sentences. On the other hand, 122 candidates scored full marks in this question. 

One of the candidates for instance responded as follow: ُ 

 

The candidate used the word ( ْالَّذِي) to construct the sentence ( َالِبُ الَّذِيْ نَجَح حَضَرَ الطَّ

(فيِ الْْمْتحَِانِ   (The student who passed the examination came). He or She used the 

word ( ِْالَّتي) to construct the sentence  ُبيِْب  The)  التِ لْمِيْذَةَ الَّتيِْ كَانَتْ مَرِيْضَةً()عَالَجَ الطَّ

doctor treated a girl student who was sick). He or She wrote:  ِْئي )نَامَتِ الْبنََاتُ اللََّ

 Furthermore, the .(The girls who were tired from reading slept) تعَِبْنَ فيِ الْقِرَاءَةِ(

candidate used the word ( ِذَيْن ذَيْنِ حَضَرَا  to construct the sentence (اللَّ )رَأَيْتُ التِ لْمِيْذَيْنِ اللَّ

(افيِ الْفَصْلِ مُبكَِ رً   (I saw two boy students who came to the class early). He or She 

used the word ( ِاللَّتاَن) to form the sentence  َت انِ تدَْرُساَنِ فيِ الْفَصْلِ مُجْتهَِدَتاَنِ()التِ لْمِيْذَتاَنِ اللَّ  

(The two girl students who are studying in the class are hard workers). The 

student used the word ( َذِيْن سوُْنَ  to create the sentence (الَّ ذِيْنَ يدَُرِ  مِيْنَ الَّ )أُحِبُّ الْمُعلَِ 

 The Candidates were able to .(I like teachers who are teaching students)ُ التَّلََمِيْذَ(

create sentences using relative pronouns )أسماء الموصولة(. The Candidates 

considered gender and number to ensure grammatical agreement. Extract 7.2 is 

a sample of responses from the candidate who responded to the question 

correctly. 
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Extract 7.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 7 

 

The Extract 7.2ُshows a sample of good responses from one of the candidates 

2.2.6 Question 8: Simile ( ُالتَّشْبيِْه) 
 

The question had three (3) items and it was about Simile. The question required 

the candidates to construct meaningful sentences using the ( ُالشَّبهَُ   The .(وَجْهُ

question was: 

 
 

 

The question was attempted by 16,602 (100.00%) candidates, out of whom 

14,967 (90.15%) candidates scored from 0.0 to 1.5 marks which is a weak 

performance, 431 candidates (2.60%) scored from 2.0 to 3.5 marks which is an 

average performance; and 1,204 (7.25%) candidates scored from 4.0 to 6.0 
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marks which is a good performance. Therefore, the candidates' general 

performance in the question was weak, considering that 1,635 (9.85%) 

candidates scored from 2.0 to 6.0 marks. The overall candidates’ performance in 

the question is summarised in Figure 8. 

 

 

Figure 8: Candidates’ Performance in Question 8 

 

As shown above, the candidates who had a weak performance in this question 

were 90.15 per cent. On the other hand, 89.71 per cent of the candidates scored 

zero. The candidates lacked knowledge and skills of creating meaningful 

sentences using wajhu al-shabhi ( ُال شَّبهَُ وَجْهُ ).  Consequently, some of them 

skipped the question. There were, however, some of the candidates who copied 

words from other questions and used them as answers in this question. 

However, some of the candidates did not understand the demand of the 

question. This suggests that the candidates in this question lacked the 

knowledge of al-tashbiih )التشبيه( . Extract 8.1 shows a sample of a weak 

response from one of the candidates in the question. 

 
 

Extract 8.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 8 
 

https://www.wordhippo.com/what-is/another-word-for/consequently.html#C0-3
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The Extract 8.1 shows a sample of responses from one of the candidates who 

failed to use wajhu al-shabhi given. The candidate wrote the words as they are 

without creating sentences by using them. 
 

Furthermore, the analysis indicates that, 431 (2.60%) candidates scored from 2.0 

to 3.5 marks, which is an average performance in this question. Majority of the 

candidates were able to answer correctly only one party of the question. 

Consequently, they scored two marks. This suggests that they had partial 

knowledge of the Arabic language and vocabulary.  

 

As shown in the analysis, the candidates with a good performance in the 

question had scores ranging from 4.0 to 6.0 marks. They were able to create 

sentences using the words given. However, some of them failed in one part. The 

data analysis shows that, 7.25 per cent of the candidates scored full marks. They 

were able to use the words (wajhu al-shabh) to create meaningful sentences. 

The candidates knew the pillars of tashbiih. Moreover, they knew what the word 

given in this question meant. Extract 8.2 is a sample of a good answer. 
  

 
 

Extract 8.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 8 

 

Extract 8.2 shows a sample of a response from one of the candidates who was 

able construct sentences using wajhu al-shabh given. 
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2.3 SECTION C: Composition 
 
 

This section had four questions: one question was about writing an article and 

one question on letter writing. While the rest two questions were about literary 

works. The candidates were required to attempt only three questions in this 

section. Each question carried fifteen (15) marks, making a total of 45 marks. 

 

2.3.1 Question 9: Literary Works 
 
 

The question was about literary works. The question required the candidates to 

explain about challenges a person may encounter when he/she refused to 

cooperate with colleagues in the life. The candidates were required to use the 

literary book ‘The Kingdom of Bee’ ( نَّحْلُ مَمْلَكَةُُال ) to write about it in not less than 

one hundred and fifty (150) words. The question was: 
 

 

 

The question was attempted by 7,494 (45.14%) candidates. The general 

performance in this question was weak as 27.37 per cent of the candidates who 

attempted the question scored from 4.5 to 14.0 marks. Furthermore, the analysis 

of the candidates who attempted the question shows that: 5,443 (72.63%) 

candidates scored from 0.0 to 4.0 marks, which is a weak performance, 1,834 

(24.47%) candidates scored from 4.5 to 9.5 marks, which is an average 

performance.  Yet, 217 (2.90%) candidates scored from 10.0 to 14.0 marks, 

which is a good performance. The performance in the question is summarised in 

Figure 9. 
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Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance in Question 9 

 

The candidates who performed weakly in this question showed weaknesses in 

analyzing Arabic literary books. However, some of the candidates who scored 

some marks in this category had a good introduction, but failed to provide 

satisfactory explanation in the main body. Furthermore, 35.59 per cent of the 

candidates who attempted the question scored zero. They were unable to write 

and analyze the story at all. Consequently, some of them wrote meaningless 

sentences. On the other hand, some of the candidates copied words or passages 

from other questions and put them as their answers. These incorrect answers 

show that, these candidates lacked enough vocabulary and the knowledge of 

analyzing Arabic literary works. Extract 9.1 is a sample of a candidate who 

performed poorly in this question.  
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Extract 9.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 9 

 

Extract 9.1 shows a sample of weak responses. The candidate failed to answer 

the question. In addition, some of the sentences are meaningless. 

The candidates who scored from 4.5 to 9.5 marks as an average performance 

identified the question's requirement. The candidates were able to write 

introduction and conclusion but mixed correct and incorrect points in the main 

body. They also did not score high marks because they did not provide 

exhaustive elaborations. 

The candidates who performed well in this question responded to the question 

as required. Furthermore, the candidates organized their points appropriately, 

starting with the introduction, main body and conclusion. The candidates’ good 

performance shows that, they had adequate knowledge of the story of “Bees’ 

Kingdom” (  Moreover, they showed the knowledge of analyzing and .(مَمْلَكَاةُُالنَّحْالُ 

summarizing the Arabic Language story. However, their responses had some 

very minor grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. Extract 9.2 shows a 

sample of a good response. 
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Extract 9.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 9 

 

Extract 9.2 is a sample of responses from one of the candidates who performed 

well in this question, although he or she had a few mistakes. 

2.3.2 Question 10: Literary Works 
 

The question was about literary works. The question required the candidates to 

explain about techniques used by the old lion to catch gazelle. Thereafter they 

were instructed to give five lessons learnt from the story as in the book ‘The 

Gazelle and old lion’ (ُُُالْعجَُوْز ُوَالَْْسَدُ  However, the candidates were .(الْغَزَالَةُ

instructed to write about this in not less than one hundred and fifty (150) words. 

The question was was: 

 

This question was attempted by 4,467 (26.91%) candidates. The analysis of the 

candidates who attempted the question shows that: 142 (3.18%) candidates 

scored from 10.0 to 14.0 marks, which is a good performance, 1,366 (30.58%) 

candidates scored from 4.5 to 9.5 marks, which is an average performance.  Yet, 

2,959 (66.24%) candidates scored from 0.0 to 4.0 marks, which is a weak 

performance. The performance in the question is summarised in Figure 10. 
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Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance in Question 10 

 

The data shows that 3.18 per cent of the candidates who attempted the question 

scored high marks. These candidates answered the question correctly. 

Furthermore, these candidates organized their points appropriately, starting with 

the introduction, main body and conclusion. These candidates’ good 

performance shows that, they had adequate knowledge of the story of ‘The 

gazelle and the old lion’. Moreover, they showed a mastery of the Arabic 

language. However, their responses had some minor grammatical errors and 

spelling mistakes. Extract 10.1 shows a sample of good responses. 
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Extract 10.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 10 

 

Extract 10.1 is a sample of good responses from a script of a candidate who 

wrote the good essay.  

 

The candidates who scored averagely were able to identify the question's 

requirement. To some extent they had knowledge of the subject matter. Some of 

them provided a relevant introduction but failed to provide good conclusions. 

Additionally, some of them mixed correct and incorrect responses. They also 

did not score high marks because of the failure to provide exhaustive 

elaborations. 

 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that the candidates who 

performed poorly in this question failed to answer the question properly due to 

poor command of the Arabic Language. The candidates who scored zero marks 

on this question provided unclear explanations. Some of them did not 

understand the question's requirement. Others copied words from other 

questions and used them as responses. Some of the candidates just narrated the 

story as it is without interpreting the given statement. The poor performance 
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implies that the candidates did not have adequate knowledge of the story of ‘The 

Gazelle and The Old Lion’. Extract 10.2 shows a sample of a weak response. 

 

 
 

 

Extract 10.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 10 
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2.3.3 Question 11: Article Writing 
 

The question was about Article Writing. The question required the candidates to 

explain about Five (5) Advantages of Transportation. The question was: 

 

The question was attempted by 2,013 (12.13%) candidates. The general 

performance in this question was weak as 10.48 per cent of the candidates who 

attempted the question scored from 4.5 to 13.0 marks. Furthermore, the analysis 

of the candidates who attempted the question shows that, 1,802 (89.52%) 

candidates scored from 0.0 to 4.0 marks, which is a good performance, 188 

(9.34%) candidates scored from 4.5 to 9.5 marks, which is an average 

performance.  Yet 23 (1.14%) candidates scored from 10.0 to 13.5 marks, which 

is a weak performance. The performance in the question is summarised in 

Figure 11. 

 
 

Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance in Question 11 

The data analysis shows that, Most of the candidates wrote answers which were 

not related to the demand of the question. Some of them just copied some words 

from the questions and used them as answers. A few of them composed unclear 

essay. This shows that most of them had poor mastery of the Arabic Language 
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and writing skills. Extract 11.1 is a sample of poor responses from one of the 

candidates. 
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     Extract 11.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 11 

 

Extract 11.2 is a sample of responses from the candidates who had a poor 

performance. 

There were a few candidates who had an average performance in this question. 

The candidates were able to write an article about advantages of transportation, 

although they showed some weakness in their responses such as, failing to 

organize the points in a good order and providing insufficient explanations. 

There were, however, some of them who mixed incorrect and correct responses. 

Generally, their responses had a lot of grammatical and spelling errors. 

On the other hand, there were a few candidates who had a good performance in 

this question. These candidates were able to explain the benefits of 

transportation as the question demanded. The candidates provided good 

introduction, well organized points and lastly they wrote a good conclusion. 

Although, the candidates had a good performance in this question, their 

responses had very minor spelling and grammatical errors which prevented 

them from scoring full marks. Yet, the candidates showed high competence in 

explaining different issues in Arabic Language. This implies that they had 

sufficient vocabulary and grammar of Arabic Language. Extract 11.2 is a 

sample of candidates who performed well in this question.  
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Extract 11.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 11 

 

Extract 11.2 shows a sample of responses from one of the candidates who 

answered the question 

 

 

 

 



54 
 

2.3.4 Question 12: Letter Writing 
 

The question was about Letter Writing. It required the candidates to write the 

letter using a name ‘Said Juma’ to thank his brother who lives in Sudan for his 

support. The question was: 

 
The question was attempted by 10,322 (62.17%) candidates. The general 

performance in this question was good, as 56.68 per cent of the candidates who 

attempted the question scored from 4.5 to 14.0 marks. Furthermore, the analysis 

of the candidates who attempted the question shows that, 598 (5.79%) 

candidates scored from 10.0 to 14.0 marks, which is a good performance, 5,253 

(50.89%) candidates scored from 4.5 to 9.5 marks, which is an average 

performance and 4,471 (43.32%) candidates scored from 0.0 to 4.0 marks, 

which is a weak performance. The performance in this question is summarised 

in Figure 12. 

 

 

Figure 12: Candidates’ Performance in Question 12 

 

The analysis shows that 5.79 per cent of the candidates who attempted the 

question had good marks in this question. These candidates were able to write 

the letter, as the question demanded. Although they arranged their ideas in a 

good flow, their responses had very minor spelling and grammatical errors. This 

implies that these candidates had both sufficient vocabulary of the Arabic 
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Language and good writing skills. Extract 12.1 shows a sample of good 

responses. 

 

Extract 12.1:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 12 

 

Extract 10.1 is a sample of good responses from a script of a candidate who 

wrote the good letter. The candidate had the knowledge of writing Arabic 

letters. The candidate for instance, wrote the address and date correctly. 
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On the other hand, some of the candidates had an average performance in this 

question. The candidates managed to write the address, the greeting, the main 

body and conclusion, yet their response had grammatical errors. This indicates 

that the candidates had insufficient vocabulary. 

The analysis shows that 43.32 per cent of the candidates who attempted the 

question scored from 0 to 4 marks out of 15 marks allocated to this question. 

Some of the candidates in this category, who scored some marks in this 

question, wrote the address of the letter and its introduction. With regard to the 

candidates who scored zero in the question, they completely failed to write the 

letter. The candidates showed weakness such as repeating the question in their 

responses, copying some words from other questions and using them as answers 

and providing unclear explanations. This shows that, the candidates had 

inadequate knowledge of letter writing and insufficient vocabulary. Extract 12.2 

is a sample of poor responses. 

 
 

Extract 12.2:  A Sample of the Candidates’ Responses to Question 12 

 

Extract 11.2 shows a sample of a weak response from one of the candidates. 

The candidate For instance, wrote the question as his or her answer. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE ON EACH TOPIC 

 

The Arabic Language Examination involved the following topics: Noun (ْسمال) ; 

The meaningful Sentence (ُالمفيدة (الجملة ; Reading for Comprehension; 

Expression; Inflection; Indeclineability; Relative Pronouns; Adverbs (الظروف) ; 

Nawaasikhu; Attached Pronouns; Object of the sentence ُبهال) ( مفعول ; Literary 

works and Balagha.   

The topics with average performance were: question 1 which consisted of Noun 

(الْاسم) ; Meaningful sentence (ُالمفيدة (الجملة ; Inflection; Adverbs (الظروف) ; 

Indeclineability; Attached Pronouns and Object of the sentence  (ُبهال (مفعول  

(38.77).  

Other topics with the average performance were: Reading for Comprehension 

(34.24%); Expression (33.59) and Literary works (30.57). 

On the other hand, The following topics had a weak performance: Nawaasikhu 

(25.17%); Inflection (19.85); Relative Pronouns (13.23%); Balagha (9.85%) 

and Indeclineability (2.51). 

The candidates’ performance on the topics is summarised in Appendix A, 

whereby yellow colour indicates average performance, while red colour 

indicates a weak performance on the topics. 

 

4.0     CONCLUSION  

This analysis shows that the average performance of short answer questions was 

lower compared to other types of questions. So, Along with the teachers to 

make sure that the students understand the topics properly, they also have to 

make sure that, they give students a lot of questions that need short answers. 

 

5.0     RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

To improve the performance of the candidates in future examinations, the 

following are recommended: 

 

(a) In order to increase the level of performance in the topic Annawaasikh 

(inna wa akh-waatuha) it is recommended that, the teacher has to present a 
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text which contains inna wa akh-waatuha and kaana wa akh waatuha. 

After that, the teacher should ask the students to read them. Thereafter, the 

teacher should guide the students to identify characteristics of inna wa akh-

waatuha and kaana wa akh waatuha. In addition the teacher should guide 

the students on how to appropriately use them in sentences. Finally, the 

teacher has to provide a communicative task to learners so as to practice 

them.  

 
 

(b) In order to increase the level of performance in Inflection, teacher should 

give enough examples of different sentences having variety of words 

during the teaching and learning process. After that, the teacher should ask 

the students to read them. Thereafter, the teacher should guide the students 

to write these examples and discuss them in their groups focusing on the 

role of each word in the sentence. Lastly, he or she should go around the 

groups to see what is going on.  

 

 

(c) In order to increase the level of performance in the topic Asmaau al-

mauswuul (Relative pronouns), it is recommended that the teacher should 

present to students enough examples of meaningful sentences having 

Relative pronouns during teaching and learning process so that the students 

can see how these pronouns (Asmaau al-mauswuul) are used in sentences. 

After that, he or she should explain them in detail while focusing on the 

topic. Thereafter, the teacher should discuss with the students on how to 

construct sentences by using Asmaau al-mauswuul. In addition, the teacher 

has to put the students in small groups and then, give them different relative 

pronouns and tells them to make sentences using them. 

 

(d) In order to increase the level of performance in the topic Al-balaaghat, it is 

recommended that the teacher should present enough examples of 

Attashbiih (التشبيه)  sentences in the teaching and learning process, ask 

students to read the examples, and then ask them to determine pillars 

(important components) of Attashbiih (التشبيه)  from the sentences. Also he 

or she should explain them in detail while focusing on the components of 

simile (أركان التشبيه) . ُAfter that, the teacher should discuss with the students 

on how types of simile are formed. 
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(N: B, before shifting to the types of simile, the teacher should make sure 

that, the components of simile are familiar to students. This is because; 

there is a close relationship between them). Furthermore, the teacher should 

guide the students in their groups to construct simile sentences. Lastly, the 

teacher should give the students general exercise about simile. 

(e) In order to increase the level of performance in the topic al-binaau, the 

teacher should present to students enough examples of different verbs and 

nouns during the teaching and learning process. These words should 

include declinable and indeclinable words. Thereafter, the teacher should 

guide the students to identify from those words, indeclinable (mabniyy) and 

declinable (mu’urab) words. In addition, the teacher should give other 

examples of verbs that are mu’urab and show how those verbs can change 

and become mabniyyu. Furthermore, the teacher has to put the students in 

small groups and then, give them muurab verbs and tell them to explain in 

what circumstances those verbs can change into mabniyyu. 

 

(f) Along with the teachers to make sure that the students understand the topics 

properly, they also have to make sure that, they give students a lot of 

questions that need short answers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



60 
 

Appendix A 

Summary of Candidates’ Performance on Each Topic 

2022 

S/N Topics 
Number of 

Questions 

The Percentage of 

Candidates who 

Scored  an 

Average of 30% of 

Marks or Above 

Remarks 

1.  

Multiple-choice 

question: Noun 

(الْاسم) ; Meaningful 

sentence (ُالجملة

(المفيدة ; Inflection; 

Adverbs (الظروف) ; 

Indeclineability; 

Attached Pronouns 

and Object of the 

sentence  (مفعولُبهال)   

1 38.77 Average 

2.  
Reading for 

Comprehension  
2 34.24 Average 

3.  Expression  11 & 12  33.59 Average 

4.  Literary works  9 & 10 30.57 Average 

5.  Nawaasikhu  5 25.17 Weak 

6.  Inflection  3 19.85 Weak 
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2022 

S/N Topics 
Number of 

Questions 

The Percentage of 

Candidates who 

Scored  an 

Average of 30% of 

Marks or Above 

Remarks 

7.  Relative Pronouns  7 13.23 Weak 

8.  Balagha  8 9.85% Weak 

9.  Indeclineability  6 & 4 2.51 Weak 

 

 

 




