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FOREWORD

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education (ACSEE) serves as a final
assessment at the end of two years of Advanced Secondary School Education in
Tanzania. This examination evaluates the effectiveness of the educational system
and teaching methods by assessing how well candidates have achieved the learning
objectives stipulated in the course of study.

The Candidates’ Item Response Analysis (CIRA) report on the Arabic Language
subject in the 2025 ACSEE was compiled to provide feedback to all stakeholders
in education about candidates’ performance. This report explains the reasons for
the candidates’ success or failure in the Arabic Language. It identifies factors
contributing to outstanding performance, such as the ability to understand the
examination questions and a strong grasp of subject concepts and principles.
Conversely, some candidates performed poorly due to a misunderstanding of the
question requirements and inadequate knowledge of the subject. Those performing
at an average level typically demonstrated moderate subject knowledge but lacked
detailed explanations.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) expects that all
educational stakeholders will use the feedback provided and recommendations
suggested in this report to improve the teaching and learning for the prospective
candidates in the future examinations administered by the Council.

The Council would like to appreciate the examination officers, statisticians, and all
who participated in writing this report.

L

Prof. Said Ally Mohamed
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0

INTRODUCTION

This report evaluates how the candidates performed in the 125 Arabic Language
subject during the May 2025 Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education
Examination (ACSEE). The examination adhered to the 2019 Arabic Language
syllabus and the July 2019 Arabic Language Examination Format.

The Arabic Language examination consisted of two (2) papers, namely 125/1
Arabic Language paper 1 and 125/2 Arabic Language paper 2. Each paper had
eight (8) questions distributed across Sections A and B. The candidates were
required to answer four (4) questions in Section A and two (2) questions in
Section B. Each question in Section A carried fifteen (15) marks while each
question in Section B carried twenty (20) marks. The aim was to test the
candidates’ Arabic Language skills in Comprehension, Grammar, Language
Use, Morphology, Composition, Rhetoric, Response to Readings and Literature.

The candidates who sat for the Arabic Language Subject Examination in May
2025 were 145, of which 97.24 per cent passed and 2.76 per cent failed,
whereas in May 2024, there were 95, of which 96.84 per cent passed and 3.16
per cent failed. These results indicate that the 2025 performance has improved
by 0.4 per cent compared to the performance in 2024.

The candidates’ performance in each question is presented by indicating the
task of each question, the expected responses and how the candidates
responded. Samples of responses extracted from the candidates’ scripts are
presented to show how the candidates responded in relation to the demands of
each item.

Analysis of the candidates’ performance per question is based on the three
categories, namely Good, Average and Weak. Good performance ranges from
60 to 100 per cent, and it is represented by the green colour. Average
performance ranges from 35 to 59 per cent, and it is represented by the yellow
colour. Weak performance ranges from 0 to 34 per cent, and it is represented by
the red colour. The candidates’ performance on each topic is summarised in the
Appendix section.



2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES IN EACH QUESTION
IN ARABIC LANGUAGE PAPER 1

2.1 Section A: Short Answer Questions

This section had five questions. The candidates were required to attempt four
(4) questions. Each question carried fifteen (15) marks, making a total of 60
marks for the whole section.

2.1.1 Question 1: Reading Passage and Answering Questions

This question had two parts: (a) and (b). The question was set from the
topic of Comprehension. It tested the candidates’ ability to read and
comprehend a passage.

In part (a), the candidates were required to read the passage and answer
the following five (5) items.

1. (forl Ao Low godi A 5457 clas) (o o o) “What are the reasons
that led to Said’s superiority over others?

N

(£ a il g 53! ho prrand) die i gira It of aSad fiLad) “Why do you
think that Said is loved by everyone, including teachers and
classmates?

3. (Lol agaaliy A 40535 taw a sl ils) “What do Said and his

sisters do in their morning routine?”

4, (Fibd Loy 48] ga Law Jolil e) “When do Said and his sisters
have breakfast?”

o

(FBS14all gl la 13) Lo 3 0 w0 ) “Where do you find Said when
it is time to study?”

In part (b), the candidates were required to analyse each of the
underlined words from the passage (a).

The question was attempted by 131 (90.34%) candidates, out of whom
16 (12.21%) scored from 0.5 to 5.0 marks; 37 (28.24%) scored from
5.5 to 8.5 marks and 78 (59.55%) scored from 9 to 15 marks. The
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candidates’ general performance on this question was good since 87.79
per cent of the candidates scored from 5.5 to 15 marks. The overall
performance on this question is presented in Figure 1.

100 -
90 -
80 A
70 - 59.55
60 -
50 A
40 +
30 A
20 A 12.21

10 -

o | I
0-5.0 55-85 9.0-15
Scores

28.24

Percentage of Candidates

Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance on Question 1

The analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that the candidates
who performed well in this question understood the requirements of the
question hence they provided correct answers to both parts (a) and (b).
For example, one of the candidates provided his/her answers to the five
items in part (a) as follows:

1. (ol odpe Liin (A ity 208 0 o it (G585 ) o055 A il
Ssldiall oo I GlitabY]g) “The reasons that led to Said’s superiority
over others are: He lives at house with calm and tranquility, far from
problems.”

2. (ledgiag LST oS Y e iy 60l (a poand) dic o guaa Jpew f aSa))
“It was judged that Said was loved by everyone, both teachers and
classmates, because he was intelligent and humble”.

3. (¥ oadd o e g 1) s ageitid dibiily Labuall agaaliy A O sa s
Ol A 05 Llie 4isac 5) “They brush their teeth as part of their
morning routine so that, if they get close to anyone, they do not
disturb them with food residue left in their teeth.



. (Clbally slall agd sa g | slets of sar jlhd) L g 4/ 93/ 2o Lww J5LiT) “Said

and his sisters have breakfast after washing their faces with soap
and water”.
(w0 CSIia iy 3 4S)dall Stvall Ssiaiall Cils 5 S)dall gl Gla 1) L da g
s A A 53y “When it is time to revise, Said is found behind the
table prepared for studying, organizing his revision from one subject
to another.

In part (b), the candidates correctly analysed the underlined words
according to their positions in the sentence from the given passage as
follows:

1.

(o8] (A 5l datd duai dadle g cigaio OIS & = Ligaag) “Beloved =
the predicate of “was” in the accusative case, and the sign of its
accusative case is a visible fat-ha at the end of it".

(G Ao (o Ssgaall e pdla Jod = Jic) “Asked = Passive past
tense verb, built on fat-ha”

Ldle g ciguaia £ laa Jad ; paialy 5 saally cualll i a ;o = gaai )
0 3] 4 5wl daid 4ual) “To wake up = that: the particle nasbu , the
verbal noun, and to wake up: a present tense verb in the accusative
case, and the sign of its accusative case is a visible fat-ha at the
end of it.”.

(03] A 5Ll Aot duai dodle g ipaio Jla = lud/sie) “Modest = a
noun in the accusative case, and the sign of the accusative is a
visible fat-ha at the end of it”.

(b rara Gl cipaaio £ jlisa Jod 1aa]y ccsallly il cija b = ) Ja
o AS A 5l dadd duai dade g a2 Ligag) “Until | find = until: the
particle of purpose and nasbu, and | find: a present tense verb in
the accusative case bian mudhmadharat ujuba after until, and the
sign of its nasbu is a visible fat-ha at the end of it”.

This indicates that the candidates had sufficient vocabulary and good
command of the Arabic Language. Extract 1.1 is a sample of a
candidate’s response.
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Extract 1.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 1

5




In Extract 1.1, the candidate provided correct answers to all items
related to the given passage.

Further analysis of the candidates’ responses in this question shows
that 37 (28.24%) candidates had an average performance. Some of
them provided two or three correct answers to parts (a) and (b). Others
candidates left items of part (b) unanswered. This showed that the
candidates lacked sufficient vocabulary in the Arabic Language.

On the contrary, there were few candidates (12.21%) with weak
performance in this question. Most of them failed to comprehend the
passage. Eventually, they copied some words in the question or
sentences from the passage and wrote them as answers. Others
repeated the questions due to misunderstanding of the meaning of the
words.

For example, in item (a)-1 which required the candidates to mention
the reasons that led to Saidy to be superiority over others. Most of
those candidates provided incorrect responses. For example, one of the
candidates wrote (4iw e A Ligaall o o ow Gigdi A g3 ol cud)

“The reasons that led to Saidy’s superiority over others at school.
Another candidate wrote his response as follows: ( g Lew LS crow 4
Cdly s Ll e [ sS Lhud JLE) “For reason, Saidy was among those who
received a great share of praise and commendation” instead of ( et/
ity GliiabY) g £ 9agl) 00 s S (5 ity 2 o8 0 i Ao it (G987 ) 0055 A
Sstdadl o) “The reason that lead to Saidy’s superiority over others is to
live at house with calm and tranquility far from problems.

In item (a)-2, the candidates were required to explain factors caused
Saidy loved by everyone. Most of the candidates who provided
incorrect responses due to a misunderstanding of the passage. Instead,
they copied sentences without considering their meanings. For
example, one of the candidates wrote as follows; ( s I f afad
(il ) i (8 AL Lty g docudi o ping Lgeiil £ 3o ] g S3LiuY) (pa piand) Lic)
“It was judged that Said is loved by everyone, teachers and classmates
because he respects himself and then discusses his academic life.”

Another candidate wrote (£ illy 5iud) o grand) tic oigias ftea f aSad
Luyta A Ligad "It is clear that Saidy is loved by everyone by the
6



teachers and classmates and is well-liked at school" instead of ( &/ a$a/
leids| gila g LaST LS 47Y £a il g 53y (10 prand) die i guaa Jtiea) “It is noted
that Saidy is loved by everyone, including teachers and classmates
because he was intelligent and humble.”

In item (a)-3, the candidates were required to explain on what Said and
his sisters do in their morning routine. The candidates whose provided
incorrect responses in this item wrote as follows :( adf 4y fes/
3 a5 Lae Ld) "My sisters and a breakfast meal help us a school day.
Others provided their responses with grammatical error. For example,
one of the candidates wrote( ag-licd cbliiil 91920 af ] 2 g Ao adtE L
313 ,44) “It helps them through the school day, then they come back to
brush their teeth again” instead of ( ciliil Laloall agaaliy 4 sasd
i) (4 955 Uil digae jy ¥ padd o] o |5 581 1) i ageilidl) “They
brush their teeth in their morning routine so that if they get close to
anyone, they do not disturb them with food residue that is in their
teeth.”

In item (a)-4, the candidates were required to explain that “When do
Said and his sisters have breakfast?”” Some of the candidates who failed
to provide correct responses wrote as follows; ( 4wy 4363/ o Lew Jolil
s ) 8 s Lilias] cliialld 3 gt pmi] p3 2 4ei A Lite L JLES) “Helping us at
lessons day we come back for brushing our teeth again” This response
is incorrect according to the demand of the question. Another candidate
wrote his response without mention when and provide his/her response
as follow (Lhdf 4ua g 4553/ go 2w J9liZ) "Saeed has breakfast with his
sisters" instead of ( slaly ag sy sluds f oy lhd) Lia g 4/ 53) g L Jolily
csbally) “Said and his sisters have breakfast after washing their faces
with soap and water.”

In item (a)-5, the candidates were required to explain that “Where do
you find Said during revision time?” The candidates provided wrong
answers as they manifested grammatical errors and insufficient
command of the Arabic Language. For example, one of the candidates
Wrote: (=i s/ ) 5ala e (81 4l i O 8 481 dall S gl] s 1) it 23 9
(t4~di o1a)) “Said found that when it is time to study, he arranged my
studies from one subject to another until he found himself” This
provided response was incorrect. Another example, one of the

7



candidates wrote ( Gl e Aadas Lo S J2dld 5 8)iall S gl Gl fif b ta g

4i ) "Saidy found when it's time to study, he should use every
harmless trick he can think of (to avoid it)" instead of (s M/ 1w ta &
SR () bdla a4 SNda iy 6 SIdalt Strall Sudaiad Cils 5 uS)dal! < gfl) “\When
the time comes for revision, Saidy is behind the special table prepared
for the revision, arranging his pamphlets from one subject to another.”

In part (b), the candidates failed to analyse the underlined words. Most
of these candidates provided wrong answers or insufficient responses
as follows:

In the word (&) “Beloved” for example, one of the candidates
wrote as follows: g g lia Jed)) “Present continuous tense in the
nominative case” instead of (dadd 4raidade g cipaio GLS ol = Ligaa
o3/ 45 418 “Beloved = the predicate of “was” in the accusative case,
and its sign is a visible fat-ha at the end of it."

In the word (Liw)Asked one of the candidates answered as ( e o/
) noun in the genitive case with the preposition “fiy ” instead of ( Jiw
Gl Ao iva Jpgaall e pila Jod =) “Asked = Passive past tense verb,
built on fat-ha.”

In the word (gaai &) “To wake up:” Wrote as ( =& g—iw cuall cia = of
Gl cida o sa udiled] Jod : paual o sSd) “that: the letter of nasbu
past tense verb built on the deletion of the “nun” instead of = saai )
5Ll dadd dpai Ladle g i guria £ jlira Jod ; paaiy 5 jdaally cuall) s 20
o3/ “To wake up = that: the letter of nasbu and the verbal noun,
and to wake up: a present tense verb in the accusative case, and the
sign of its accusative case is a visible fat-ha at the end of'it.”

In the word (&-2/sid) “Modest”, one of the candidate just repeated the
word and did not clarify it as used in the sentence instead of writing
(o8] A 5 Ll dadd duai dadle g o paia Jla = a3/ 434 “Modest = a noun in
the accusative case, and the sign of the accusative is a visible fat-ha at
the end of it.”

In the word (/) “Until | find” one candidate wrote as ( «i~ ;s
ML midl o ipaiocighea raaf midl o iacibel) “Until”: The
conjunction formed by fat-ha “+a® 1 find” Conjoined, in accusative

8



case, with a visible fat-ha instead of «ceailly Liel i pa 2 in = daf i)
Aol dati i ddle g a day Liga g 8 paida Gy i gaio £ laa Jad ria g
o3 “Until | find = until: the letter of purpose and the accusative, and |
find: a present tense verb in the accusative case with an obligatory
implied an after until, and its sign is a visible fat-ha at the end of it”.
Extract 1.2 is a sample of candidate’s weak response.
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Extract 1.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 1

Extract 1.2 is a sample of responses from a candidate incorrectly
analysed all the given underlined words in the passage due to the
inadequate knowledge of Arabic grammar.
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2.1.2 Question 2: Rules of the Arabic Grammar
This question had three parts, (a), (b) and (c). The question aimed at
testing the candidates’ ability to identify and analyse the rules used in
the given sentences. This question was set from the topic of the Arabic
Grammar.

In part (a), the candidates were required to analyse underlined words
from the given sentences:

1. (g A<ULy e pSela 49 “Guidance has come to you from your
ministry.”

. (&8 S | pis Lalels 227 ¥) “Do not put too much food in your mouth.”

. (Cgaaldl) alily |siiad ¥ “Don't be sad, for you are the successful
ones.”

. (Wil A Jtasa iy Lde o)) “Indeed Ali sent Muhammad to Arusha.”

. (il e [sad o Gsiulead)) “Thieves will not escape the punishment.”

w N

[Sa I

In part (b), the candidates were required to construct five sentences
which included the following:

. (sl L5420 “Semantic emphasis.”

. (e <2l “Causal adjective”, or “Attributive adjective.”

. (gbadl Jusd)) “Absolute Substitution” or “exact apposition.”

. (&) “Conjunction.”

. (Uan 4d o pdy /aial) “Subject and its predicate is in a preposition
form.”

O b wN R

In part (c), the candidates were required to put an appropriate number
in each blank space in the following phrases:

1. (.. M e ) “There are ... minutes left.”

2. (oo Helw 22y adidS £a) “The servant came after two hours.”

3. (L errrrreranen (Adiwall 4) “There are ..... bed in the hospital.”
4., (g el ) st «.... Soldier walked to the field.”
5. (aaf_pbli..... <y 54l 1 bought ........... quintals of wheat.”

The analysis of data revealed that out of 121 (83.45%) candidates who
attempted this question, 37 (30.58%) candidates scored 0 to 5.0 marks,
53 (43.80%) candidates scored 5.5 to 8.5 marks while 31 (25.62%)

10



candidates scored 9 to 14 marks. Therefore, the candidates’
performance on this question was generally good as 84 (69.42%) of the
candidates scored from 5.5 to 14 marks. The summary of candidates’
performance on this question is presented in Figure 2.

100 H
90 -
80 A
70 -
60 -
50 43.80

40 -
w08 o5 62

20 A
10 ~

Percentage of Candidates

0-5.0 55-85 9.0-15
Scores

Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance on Question 2

The analysis revealed that 31 (25.62%) candidates performed well on
this question. These candidates analysed the underlined words. This
shows that the candidates had adequate knowledge of the uses of
Arabic Language principles. For example, in part (a), one of the
candidates provided his/her answers as follows:

1. (Y Lo 5 el daall 424, dadle g £ 4900 JoU 2 03¢ ) “Guidance: The
subject in nominative case and the sign of nomination is a dhamma
estimated on the alif.”

2. (9 hiliire g9 duall) placl] o 408 foldl) o ga dadle g i g pne ol i
A il ga Jao A widl o e 4l cilae "dilsl) “Fyka: a noun in
the genitive case by the preposition “fiy” and the sign of its genitive
case is the particle “ya” because it is among the five nouns, and it is
a noun in the genitive case and the “kaf” is mudhafu ilayhi, and the
possessive pronoun in the genitive position built on fat-ha.”

3. (Al ssdall pan 0¥ sglall 42, ddley £ odse [tall i cogaalil)
“Successful people: The predicate of the subject in nominative case,

11



and the sign of it’s nominative case is waw, because it is a noun
masculine plural.”

4, (Aadily cipaio 4 (Jsrda :/taaq) “Muhammad: direct object marked
with a fat-ha.”

5. ("H" = cpaio £ liaa Jod 1fpal o JULlin)g cualy i e o gl
ol gl g dwaid) JiadY) G Y £l Cida duai Lade 4) “They will not
survive: Lan is a particle of negation and nasbu and future tense.
They will survive: a present tense verb in the accusative case by
“lan” and the sign of its accusative case is omission the “nun”
because it is one of the five verbs and the “waw” is the subject.”

In part (b), these candidates were able to construct five sentences from
the instruction given as follows:

. (Aedi sl <ul) <1 saw the minister himself.”

. (es5) Gudgall Sa I suas) “The polite man's brother attended.”
. (e 4if £l3) “Your brother Said came.”

4, (cisjéal e Cela) “Mary came and Zainab.”

. (st 348 aldl) “The pen is on the chair.”

w N -

ol

In part (c), these candidates were able to put an appropriate number in
each blank space in the following phrases as follows:

1. (gt a)f o i e ) “There are four minutes left.”
2. (il cpdelu 2oy adlil) £L3) “The servant came after two hours.”
3. (L cusde Adiwad 4 “There were twenty beds in the

hospital”

4, (gia dte Glual A sd) “One hundred soldiers walked to the
field”

5. (Liad _pbalid £30 y 3dl) <) bought three quintals of wheat.”

This shows that the candidates had good in command of the Arabic
Language and they also were knowledgeable on the Arabic language
grammar. Extract 2.1 is a sample of a candidate’s response.

12
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Extract 2.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 2
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In Extract 2.1, the candidate identified all rules used in the underlined
words from the given sentences.

On the contrary, the analysis shows that 53 (43.80%) candidates
performed averagely. Most of them were able to analyze the underlined
words, while some were partially able to construct sentences as
instructed, each containing one, (gs-ea 2554 “Semantic emphasis”,
two, (= <2if)) “Causal adjective”, three, (Ba J2ud) “Absolute
Substitution”, four («ike) “Conjunction” and (ddaa 4ud o g jiial)
“Subject and its predicate is in a phrase form”.

Conversely, the candidates who performed weakly in this question
failed to analyse the underlined words. They also were unable to
construct sentences that contains: one, (gus-tal/ 54 ) “Semantic
emphasis”, two, (=l <2if)) “Causal adjective”, three, ((f—iball J1—uf)
“Absolute Substitution”, four («ikel) “Conjunction” and ( o /il
4Laa 44d) “Subject and its predicate is in a phrase form”, some of the
candidates who’s failed to fill appropriate numbers correctly in the
gapes of the sentences given. Furthermore, some of them skipped the
questions.

For example, in item (1) part (a), one of the candidates wrote = s/
(& Jae A cipaio fuai )“Guidance =Tamyeez mansub in the place
nominative case”. Another candidate wrote (F el fed “Present
tense” instead of (.if¥Y/ o 5 tiall daiall 4ad ) LMo g £ 44 00 Jold ;501 )
“Guidance: The subject in nominative case and the sign of nominative
is the dnamma estimated on behalf of alif.”

In item (2), (o8] Ao 5L 5 sl g a0 au) L) “Fyka” is a genitive
noun, with a clear kasrah at the end.” Another candidate’s response
was (daddll (e b 5 jsll] 0 g Ladle g (s g 10 al L) s @ NOUN N the
genitive case governed by the preposition ‘fiy’, and its genitive marker
is a kasrah in place of a fat-hah, instead of (s 4ade g & g e aud ;i
A il e e ) Ciliaa LS g Cilila gb g Lasaid] plan] ro Y foli]
Al dilaa s a9 “In you: a noun in the genitive case with the
preposition “fiy”” and its sign is the letter “ya” because it is one of the
five special nouns. It is a noun in the genitive case and the “kaf” is
added to it, built on the fat-ha in the genitive case.

14



In item (3), (cuaatd) “Successful people” just he/she repeated the
same word. Another example of candidate’s response was ( gt
(Al (5 Lai gl o) o oipaia 4y Js2da the survivors): a direct object,
marked by a waw instead of a fatkah because it is a sound masculine
plural” instead of (gan ¥ ¢ glsll 4ad) Ladle g of 44 s J1ial) il ;o gaalil)
allud) sialy “Successful people: The predicate of the subject in
nominative case, and the sign of it’s nominative is waw, because it is a
sound masculine plural.”

In item (4), ('+ex9) “Muhammada, he wrote (el g sdse ety is
subject in the nominative case and its sign of nominative case is
dhamma. Another candidate’s response was ( 4wai 4ade g o gais Ciai ac
o 3] 45 Ll 4"-\-@ "A descriptive noun in the accusative case, marked by a
visible fatha at its end" instead of (4aiily o paio 4 Jseda ;/tard) “Muhammad:
direct object marked with a fat-ha.”

In item number (5) (& <) “They will not survive": (e 4e_liza Jod
Ol dida 4Y id If) A present tense verb built on behalf of fat-ha
because of omission of nun. Another example is (i o A/ 2/ sad)
instead of (= cuaio £ luae Jad o) pads s Jollics] g cualy AT s G 2lgads
(JeU gl o5 Lwaid) Jad¥) (o 45Y 105l cids dpai Ladle g " “They will
not survive: Lan is a particle of negation and nasb and future tense.
They will survive: a present tense verb in the accusative case with
“lan” and the sign of its accusative case is omission the “nun” because
it is one of the five verbs and the “waw” is the subject.”

In part (b), the candidates constructed incorrect sentences contrary as
they directed from the question. For example, one of the candidates in
sentence “Semantic emphasis” wrote: (Glislai jlic Lagsd ) "In them
(both) are two springs flowing”. Also, in sentence of “Causal
adjective” wrote (b4 Jldf 1aae eLa )“Muhammad came, the best of his
fathers . In addition, sentence of Absolute allowance wrote /&S z_siw)

(' “Identify such-and-such.” Another example in item (4), one of
the candidates wrote (klly Sl ks I <ad) “] went to Dar — es — salam
while night” and another one, in item (5), one of the candidates wrote
(4¥ s s O AY) “Qur-ani is the book of Allah.”

15



In part (c), most of the candidates failed because they did not use the
appropriate numbers to fill the gaps. Some of them filled in words
instead of numbers”. Others left the blank space.

For example, in item (1), one of the candidate who provided irrelevant
response as follows: (gités Luitad (o il a0 &) “There are eight minutes
left”. Another one wrote ( 4Lt dewas (a iff (1o &) "There are five minutes
left."

In item (2), one of the candidates filled words instead of numbers
wrote (plef (e lu des 230 (22 “The servant came after two hours’
front”. Another wrote (<uu/ Aidiwall 9 "In the hospital, | was shown a
bed."

In item (3) and (4), most of the candidates left the blank space unfilled.
This suggests that the candidates had inadequate knowledge on Arabic
grammar. Extract 2.2 is a sample of a weak response.
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Extract 2.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 2

In Extract 2.2, the candidate incorrectly identified the mafuulu mut-lag
in the given sentences.
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2.1.3 Question 3: Language use.
This question had three parts (a), (b) and (c). The question aimed at
testing the candidates’ ability to apply the Arabic rules by using the
instructions provided. The question was set from the topic of Language
Use. This question carried 15 marks.

In part (a), the candidates were required to identify five types of
unoriginal inflection with examples:

el pa bgio dsas Gy £ 0] s o L o 4N e Y)

In part (b), the candidates were required to fill in the blanks of the
following sentences using the appropriate words from between the

brackets:
(i) — LadLilS — (L) — LagoiilS — Lad3LS)

1. (lisd pliba —_ Lila¥/y &) “Trust and honesty ------- are
two good qualities.”

2. (W qullby ale cullh plaady Y ey Ceeeee the seeker of
knowledge and wealth do not satisfy.”

3. (ks plial)) “The two friends are ...... loyal”.

4, (————— (piiial cuach) | liked two stories .............

5. (——————— il & jg) <] stayed up two nights ---------

In part (c), the candidates were required to construct five exceptional
sentences as instructed.

1. (ealll cualy Y Aiiwal) “The word except by "illaa" must be in the
accusative case”.

2. (euall jila ¥ dical) “The word excepted by “illaa" can be in the
accusative case.”

3. (Ud ol faled) s o Ljea Y Aiad) “The word excepted by
"illaa™ is inflected according to the grammatical function of what
come before”

4, (o ridiwad) “The word excepted by "ghair”

5. (A" — Adiwal) “The word excepted by "khalaa”

18



This question was attempted by 121 (83.45%) candidates, out of whom
50.41 per cent scored from 0 to 5.0 marks. Additionally, 24.79 per cent
scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks. Moreover, 24.80 per cent scored from 9
to 15 marks. The scores indicate that the candidates’ performance was
average since (49.59%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 15 marks. The
overall candidates’ performance in the question is summarised in
Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Candidates’ Performance on Question 3

The candidates who performed well in this question correctly answered
five unoriginal inflexions with examples as required. For example, in
part (a), some of the candidates wrote as follows:

1. (Jadll ) Ladi o s fia o sill cds) “Omitting the letter nun. Example :
You will never go to the class”

2. (el iy o shia el cipa cdds) “Omitting the weak letter.
Example: People will never fear”.

3. (Cpedwa £¥30 s fia delaad g/4) “The plural waw. Example: These are
Muslims ”.

4. (el ot s fia ¥ “The letter Alif; Example. The two boys
played”.

5. (Ll < sfia, 2l “The letter Yaaun; Example. | passed by your
brother”.
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In part (b), the candidates correctly provided responses in accordance
to the instructions as follows:

1.

3.
4.
5.

(Olinb Jlideo Lealits L[y 4di0 ) “Trust and honesty both are
good qualities”

(Jo ulthy ale cullh Glesds ¥ L) ) “Two people do not satisfy: a
seeker of knowledge and wealth”

(Olhalia Lt 35 yliwal) “Both friends are loyal”

(CHid) opicads cuac /) | admired by two stories”

(LagetllS Cpilull] < g | stayed up for both two nights”

In part (c), the candidates were able to construct five exceptional
sentences according to the instructions as follows:

1.
2.

>

(Lde ¥ plisay) uas) «All friends attended except Ali”.

(Ao o Lhe ¥ plisal) uaa L) “No friends attended except Ali or
Ali”

(He ¥/ _waa L) “No one attended except Ali”

(Ao e slisay)l uaa) “All friends attended except Ali”

(Aes/ Lle D5 slisa¥) uas) “All friends attended except Aliya or
Ali”

This good performance indicates that the candidates had sufficient
Arabic vocabulary and appropriate knowledge of the Arabic grammar.
Extract 3.1 is a sample of a good response.
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Extract 3.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 3.

Extract 3.1 shows responses from a candidate who provided correctly
five types of unoriginal inflection with examples as required in part (a).

The analysis of candidates’ responses shows that 30 (24.79%)
candidates had an average performance. These candidates managed to
identify two or three among five types of unoriginal inflection with
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examples and failed to identify others. Hence, they scored an average
marks.

On the contrary, there were 61 (50.41%) candidates with weak
performance. These candidates failed to identify five types of
unoriginal inflection with examples. Some of them left the questions
unanswered. Other candidates identified parts of speech like pronouns,
nouns, verbs, and prepositions instead. For example, one of the
candidates provided incorrect responses as follows: (a) 1- — & z_saall)
( - <i/“Pronouns: | — you — she”. 2- (taas - Ldile :¢Llew¥/“The Noun:
Aisha — Muhammad”. 3 - (ueiS- o :Jady)) “Verbs: learned —
swiped”. 4 - (&€ - (- A s ad) “The letter: to — in — from” and 5-
((6L4Y/“The sign”.

Moreover, these candidates also provided incorrect responses to items
of part (b). Most of them filled in the blank spaces with inappropriate
words. This implies that they lacked adequate knowledge of applying
the Arabic rules. For example, one of the candidates wrote (1) (<)
“Two (Males)” (2) (¢ “Two (Females) (3) (o) “Two (Males)”,
(4) ((»#Lds/<Both (Females) ” and (5) (Lstls) “Both (females)”. Extract
3.2 is a sample of a weak response.
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Extract 3.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 3.

In Extract 3.2, the candidate added the letter ‘attaun’ to the active

verbs instead of changing the verbs into passive voices.
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2.1.4 Question 4: The Rules of Morphology

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were
instructed to identify intensive forms from the given text and state their
morphological patterns. In part (b), the candidates were required to
clarify a number of objects for each of the given verbs may happen and
then to use them in meaningful sentences. The question tested the
candidates’ ability to comprehend Arabic morphology. The question
was derived from the topic of Morphology. The following is the
passage used in part (a):

Lic <0 ip jdll sie £ A Y dllac ¥ il cuiliaral) die i dilay) cosut (o o)
LS S ) g Laild s, A5l sl 9] dalal ial g, il is ¥ makal)
£l o Cigprall plica p4d aLii Yy 13 Vg LS Y9 iSes ], Aileall
Al Nla ¥ g Silew ageia J gy Y pgle e (CpuSluval]y

“The believer, because of his faith, is very patient in times of
calamities, diligent in his deeds, and does not panic in times of fear. He
is grateful in times of greed and not withholding of goodness. He
places before him the commands and prohibitions. He always weighs
his words and guards his tongue. He is not a liar, nor envious, spiteful,
or a gossip. He is generous in doing good to the poor and needy,
compassionate toward them, and does not turn away any beggar or
anyone who comes to him”.

In part (b), the candidates were required to clarify a number of objects
for each of the given verbs may happen and use them in meaningful
sentences.

slgio /g J<I bda Aan 9 lgles) af JiadY) 038 (o Jad JS lgsials Jsrdal] 208 Gy

(&L - o) — S ) — LS — an)

A total of 97 (66.90%) candidates attempted this question and their
scores were as follows: 35 (36.08%) scored from 0 to 5 marks, 35
(36.08%) scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 27 (27.84%) scored from 9
to 13 marks. The scores indicate that the candidates’ performance was
good since 62 (63.92%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 13 marks. Figure
4 summarises the candidates’ performance in question 4.
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Figure 4: Candidates’ Performance on Question 4

The analysis shows that candidates who performed well in this
question provided correct responses in part (a). Furthermore, they were
able to identify intensive forms from the text and state their
morphological patterns.

For example, in part (a), one of the candidates provided his/her correct
responses as follows:

iy | Al dua s Ailsal) s

Jrds | oliSa“|jar” Jiad e “Partient”

dad | s Spiritful” Jod £ Panicked”
Jd alai“ Gossiper” i 5 “Gratiful”

Jad | glia“ Artiful” had &+a“ With holding”
Jstd | cdghe “Kind” Jzd olLis“ Balanced”

In part (b), the candidates were able to clarify a number of objects from
the given verbs may happen and use them in composing meaningful
sentences.
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bpda dlan 4 4l A gedo Juc Jadl
| thought Ali was a merchant | takes two objects | “ Thought”
ta Ligh lglo) AY) S s cual Ls
The mother clothed her son a | takes two objects | “Clothed”
new garment
Adad) A b giia o ptad) cido )f Jia/g ¥ sede cuals S )
The school sent a delegate to takes one object “sent”
the session
. T Gy sallf cullhslf 2y yf helda & cual 2y
| showed the student the takes three *“ Showed”
exercise was useful objects
. agdly 5 jadil) Jalel| alad Jaa g ¥ prda cual abd
The worker cut the tree by axe | takes one object “Cut”

The good performance indicates that the candidates had sufficient
knowledge of the Arabic morphology tested. Extract 4.1 is a sample of
a good response.
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Extract 4.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 4.

Extract 4.1 is a sample of part of the responses from a candidate who
was able to identify intensive forms from the text and state their

morphological patterns.

Further analysis reveals that 35 (36.08%) candidates had average
performance on this question. They provided two or three correct
answers in both parts (a) and (b). In part (a), Most of them provided
correct responses to the items (1) and (4) which instructed candidates
to identify intensive forms from the text and state their morphological
patterns. Furthermore, in part (b), candidates were able to clarify a
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number of objects for each of the given verbs may happen and use
them in meaningful sentences.

On the contrary, 35 (36.08%) candidates performed weakly on this
question. Some of candidates wrote (Je¥aw)) which was not the
demand of the question. Another one wrote ((el— padla ,Jlad — tula)
“envious — Faailun, preserver — Faailun. Additionally, one of the
candidates wrote (Jiled - Lails agiled — agile) “Up to them — fa’alayhim,
always fa’ailun”. This indicates that the candidates did not have
enough knowledge of intensive patterns.

Additionally, in part (b), some candidates failed to state the number of
objects each verb takes and to use them in meaningful sentences.

For example, one of the candidates responded as follows: ( 44& seewa
g | olS e (D0 Jordal) “According to: number of objective is
three”. And another response the answer was like that. This indicate
that they did not have enough knowledge about number of objects of
the verbs, hence they failed to create meaningful sentences using the
verbs given.

This indicates that the candidates had insufficient knowledge of
intensive patterns forms and state their morphological patterns. Also,
they did not have knowledge of the number of objects that are taken by
verb. This led them failing to construct meaningful sentences by using
them. Extract 4.2 is a sample of a weak response.
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Extract 4.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 4.
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In Extract 4.2, the candidate constructed an active participle instead of
the required passive participle, which was contrary to the question’s
instructions.

2.1.5 Question 5: The Rules of Morphology

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were
required to answer different questions as instructed. In part (b), they
were required to clarify the Mas-darul — Fiyli verb with only two
examples according to its meaning from each verb given. The question
tested the candidates’ ability to understand the Arabic morphology.
The question was set from the topic of Morphology. The question was
as follows:

a) Answer the following questions:

1. (b J< 1alg Jia pa (J2d) <l gl cild) “List the patterns of the verb (Jed)
(fa ‘ala) with one example for each form.”

2. (sl Lo Y, pdlall S iladall A iYL KY) Jinall Jadl) dicw ciiS g
4Lyt “Explain how a verb with a weak final letter (a weak verb
ending with an alif) is conjugated with pronouns in the past tense.
Support what you say with examples.”

3. ((Uaa (5 43) 540 GlSall Lac g 5 40 Gla jlf Lace) CilalSl] 0dd (o Lol JS Jea)
(s — ulae — 26 99) 25044) “Use each of the following words once
as a noun of time and once as a noun of place in meaningful
sentences.”

4, (¥ Joldl aul o (4440 L) “What is the difference between an
active participle and an instrumental participle?”

5. (D 48 (o Jsrdad awl flay <diss) “How is a passive participle
formed from a non-triliteral verb?”

b) (Al Lao Sty Lo s Jod JSI Spltia 5 | o il8) “Give the root with two
examples from each verb which denotes the following:”

[EY

. (ELEaYLy) £LY) Ao Jedl J3 /d) “When the verb indicates refusal or
abstention”.

. (el Lo Jdl Jo 13) “When the verb indicates walking.”

3. (4l e Jadll J1 1) “When the verb indicates a profession.”

4, (#1Y Ao Jadll Jo /3) “When the verb indicates illness.”

5. (4 adl Lo Jedl Jo /d) “When the verb indicates movement.”
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The question was attempted by 110 (75.86%) candidates, out of whom
where 29 (26.36%) scored from 0 to 5 marks; 37 (33.64%) scored from
5.5 to 8.5 marks and 44 (40.00%) scored from 9 to 14.5 marks. The
overall candidates’ performance in the question was good since 73.64
per cent scored from 5.5 to 14.5. Figure 5 illustrates the distribution of
candidates’ scores on the question.
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Figure 5: Candidates’ Performance on Question 5

Statistical analysis shows that 40.00 per cent of the candidates
performed well on this question. Most of them answered the question
correctly. For example, in part (a), the candidates wrote as follows:

1. (fdadll go Jod il ) “Form of (29 with examples”
Ny — e s fie ok — J&d  Did - does. Example: he opened — he
opens”
QLA — Jii shia Jodi— J2d “Did - does. Example: he descended —
he descends”
&) s — uts o flo Jidi — Jed “He did - he does. Example: he wrote -
he writes”

2. o als lgdal ) o 5 UG AN ISy ilaall ) il K Y Jind Jodl) dicaf 1)
(2 954 Jie £ 2L “When a verb with a weak final letter (an
alif) is conjugated with pronouns and its alif is the third root
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letter, it changes back to its original letter, either waw (s) or ya’
(). For example: (&e- esand e - )"

3. Sy dlaa 4 olSally Glajlf Law) cilalsl Jea “Making words a noun for
time and a noun of place in meaningful sentence”
) (P e pa day) Wl deld) 5 plill 5 ga Lis ) “Here is the meeting
place and four o'clock is a meeting time”
) (adiad] pudaa CpllY) o g 9 padiad] ulaa uadl 18] “This building
is the Conference hall and Monday is the Conference session”
&) (o Lss wlis g (A 9 ol 250 480 08 4 ). “This village is my
father's birthplace, and he in January he was born
4, O s A Jadll 4 a8 of Jadl) dia g g a Ao UYLl fliay 2] 38 Jolil] ans)
(gtaio (DL Jodll o R0 o) g0 LY ace) gadiiw 1 Jo Jrd
Adeliva 4 dull “The active participle (ism al-fa'il) is a noun
derived from a verb to denote the one who performs or commits
the action, while the tool noun (Ism al-aala) is a noun derived
from a transitive triliteral verb to indicate the instruments or
tool humans use in their craft or work”. _s& (e Jsedal audl flay
o Lo el g La gaidre Lapa 40 jLaall s iy 48 laa (g Ao AU
(¢ “The passive participle of a non-trilateral verb is formed from
its present tense by changing letter of the present tense to dhamma
and putting fat-ha before the last letter”

In part (b), the candidates who scored high marks provided correct
responses as follows:

1. = shha (Jad) o o jsaa b pLLY) 5 £ LY Ao OO Jedll J3 1))
(T s #L/<If the triliteral verb indicates refusal or
abstention, its verb noun become (fi ‘aal) Example: Ibaaun and
Jimaahun”

2. (i g chin rchia (find) Ao o teca (s pedd] Lo Jadl) S 1) “If the
verb indicates movement, its verb noun become (fa'ilun),
such as: rahiil and dabiib ”

3. (Asbs 55T s fla 2(AlrS) o o pticaa (b A ) e Jodl) Jo 1) “If
the verb indicates a profession, its verb noun become
(fi ‘ala): such as: tijaara and hiyaaka"
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b4, (LS g1 s fia (Jr9) o o pticaa s £14) o Jedl) J3 13) “If the
verb indicates an illness, its verb noun become (fu aala),
such as: suda'u and zukaam ”

5. (o¥5a Ll i fia ((20ad) Ao o ptuaa L A padl o Jodl) S 1) “If
the verb indicates movement, its verb noun become
(fa’laani), such as: ghaliyan and jawalaan ”.

This implies that the candidates had adequate knowledge of the
Morphology in Arabic Language Extract 5.1 shows a sample of the
candidate’s good responses to question 5.
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Extract 5.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 5.

33



In Extract 5.1 shows the candidate who answered this question
correctly. This situation indicates that the candidate had enough
knowledge of Arabic morphology.

Further analysis indicates that 37 (33.64%) candidates had an average
performance. These candidates managed to answer three or four items.
Also, he/she was able to clarify the roots of all item but failed to come
with example in another items. This indicates that the candidates had
partial knowledge on the Arabic morphology.

In contrast, 29 (26.36%) candidates performed weakly in this question.
These candidates failed to provide correct responses, except for one
response to part (a). This indicates that the candidates had insufficient
knowledge of morphology.

In item (1), for example, one of the candidates wrote: ( - < » Jidi— (=
&%) “Fa’ala — Yaf'ulu : Kataba — Yuktabu” that was an incorrect
response.

In item (2), wrote :-( dlel paid A i S Y Jivall Jedll Jod 2ics) “The
verb ending with an alif is conjugated in the past tense by attaching
pronouns directly to it”

In item (3), the candidate wrote. (a4 ulis (1€ 54 :olSally Sl ilf ac]
instead of words given as noun of time and nouns of place at a time
used in sentences.

In item (4), candidate wrote ( Glid s Jogaall Aisall GlELS auf 38 Joldl] as
...... 5Y) Ay £ liiaall J2dll 9. “The active participle is a noun derived
from the passive voice and is derived from the present tense verb and
the noun of the instrument”.

In item 5, the candidate wrote, (Js¢aall o (Ficiall acs) g8 J32dalf ais)
“Passive participle it is a noun of Mushtaqu known as Majhuul”.

In part (b), the candidates were required to clarify the Maswdarul-fiiyli
with two examples for each verb given according to what it indicates.
In this question, many candidates failed to give Maswdarul fiyli with
their examples. This indicates that the candidates had insufficient
knowledge of Arabic Morphology.

34



For example, one of the candidates wrote ( - e «cid g — i cda g — ciayg

<s) that is incorrect response. Extract 5.2 is a sample of an incorrect
response.
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Extract 5.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 5

In Extract 5.2, shows that the candidate failed to give Maswdarul fiyli
with their examples all the items given.

2.1.6 Section B: Essay Questions
This section consisted of three questions: 6, 7, and 8. Question 6
focused on letter writing, while questions 7 and 8 were related to essay
writing. Each question was worth twenty (20) marks.

2.1.7 Question 6: Letter Writing
In this question, candidates were required to write an informal letter to
their sister, who lives in America, while they themselves are in Lindi,
Tanzania. The letter was intended to convince her to study hard and
prepare well for the final exams. Their names were supposed to be
Twaabal-Mushiybi.
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This question was attempted by 145 (100.00%) candidates, out of
them, 48 (33.10%) scored from 1.5 to 6.5 marks; 73 (50.34%) scored
from 7 to 11.5 and 24 (16.56%) scored from 12 to 18 marks. The
general performance on this question was good because 66.90 per cent
of the candidates scored from 7 to 18 marks. The candidates’
performance on this question is summarised in Figure 6.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -
50 -
40 - 33.10%

30 -
20 n 16.56 cyll

0 - . .
1.5-6.5 7.0-11.5 12.0-18.0
Scores

50.34%

Percentage of Candidates

Figure 6: Candidates’ Performance on Question 6

The analysis shows that 24 (16.56%) candidates performed well in this
question. These candidates wrote good letters as instructed, adhered to
the principles of writing informal letters, including the appropriate
position of the address, salutation, main body and a conclusion.

This suggests that the candidates had sufficient vocabulary and good
command in Arabic Language. Extract 6.1 is a sample of a correct
response from a candidate whose performance in this question was
good.
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Extract 6.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 6

In Extract 6.1, the candidate was able to write an informal letter to her
sister who lives in America, convincing her to study hard for the
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preparation of the final exams. He/she also adhered to the format of an
informal letter.

On the contrary, (50.34%) of the candidates had an average
performance managed to adhere to the principles of writing formal
letters. These candidates correctly structured their letters by writing
appropriate position of the address, salutation, main body and a
conclusion. However, their explanations were insufficient and
incoherent. Additionally, their responses had some grammatical errors
and spelling mistakes. Hence, they attained average marks.

Conversely, 48 candidates (33.10%) performed poorly on this question.
These candidates provided insufficient and unclear explanations.
Furthermore, some repeated certain words in their answers.
Additionally, their responses contained a lot of spelling mistakes. A
few even copied some text directly from the question paper and
presented it as their answers. This indicates that the candidates had an
inadequate vocabulary and a weak mastery of the Arabic language.
Extract 6.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate whose
performance in this question was weak.
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Extract 6.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 6

In Extract 6.2 is a part of a response from a candidate who provided
unclear explanation due to inability to express himself in Arabic
Language. Hence, he attained lower marks.

2.1.8 Question 7: Essay Writing
In this question, candidates were required to write an essay of not less
than 200 words on the topic, “Money is a double-edged weapon.” The
question aimed to assess the candidates' ability to express themselves
in Arabic language.” The question was set from the topic of
Composition.

The question was attempted by 9 (6.21%) candidates, of whom 5
candidates (55.56%) scored between 0 and 6.5 marks, 1 candidate
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(11.11%) scored 9.5 marks and 3 candidates (33.33%) scored between
14 and 17 marks. The overall performance in this question was
average, as 4 (44.44%) candidates scored between 9.5 and 17 marks.

The candidates’ performance on this question summarised in Figure 7.

100 5
20 1
80 +
70 1
60
30 A
40 A
30 1
20 A
10
0

3333

11.11

Percentage of Candidates

.5 14-17
Scores

Figure 7: Candidates’ Performance on Question 7

The analysis shows that 3 (33.33%) candidates performed well in this
question. These candidates explained the concept of money as a
double-edged weapon in less than 200 words. They also structured
their essays logically into such components as introduction, main body
and conclusion in a good logical flow. As a result, they scored high
marks.

This suggests that the candidate had good command of the Arabic
Language. Extract 7.1 is a sample of a good response in question 7.
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Extract 7.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 7

In Extract 7.1 reveals that the candidate correctly explained about the
benefits of money and its negative effects.

Further analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that some
candidates demonstrated average performance. These candidates
provided insufficient explanations of the advantages and disadvantages
of money. Moreover, their responses contained grammatical errors and
spelling mistakes. As a result, they attained average marks.
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On the contrary, the candidates with weak performance in this question
provided insufficient and unclear explanations due to their limited
ability in the Arabic Language. Furthermore, some of them provided
their points that were unrelated to the demands of the question due to
poor mastery of Arabic Language. For example, one of the candidates
explained that ( oS 1/ g a/ selaw ¥ o8 dedi (ulill (g3 Jall ) alels Of iy
........... il g cpSnall (6 B O iy Jla e yaind). Additionally, their
explanations had a lot of grammatical error and spelling mistakes.
Extract 7.2 is a sample of a weak response.
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Extract 7.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 7
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In Extract 7.2 is a part of a candidate who provided unclear
explanations on benefits of money and its effects.

2.1.9 Question 8: Essay Writing
In this question, the candidates were required to write an essay on the
importance of knowledge in the development of the nation in not less
than 200 words. The question aimed at testing the candidates’ ability to
express themselves in Arabic Language. The question was set from the
topic of Composition.

The question was attempted by 136 (93.79%) candidates, out of them
59 (43.38%) scored between 0 and 6.5 marks, 45 (33.09%) scored
between 7 and 11.5 marks, and 32 (23.53%) scored between 12 and
17.5 marks. The overall performance was average, as 77 (56.62%)
candidates scored above average marks, as illustrated in Figure 8.

100 -
90 4
80 A1
70 4
60 -
50 1 43 38
40 1
30
20 A
10 1

0 -

3309

Percentage of Candidates

7-11.5 12 -17.5
Scores

Figure 8: Candidates’ Performance on Question 8

The candidates who scored high marks in this question managed to
write about the importance of knowledge in national development.
They also composed their essays in not less than 200 words.
Furthermore, they structured their essays with a clear introduction,
main body, and conclusion, maintaining a logical flow throughout their
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essays. As a result, they achieved high scores. Extract 8.1 is a sample
of a good response.
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Extract 8.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 8
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Extract 8.1 is a part of responses from a candidate who explained well
about importance of education in the national development.

Further analysis shows that there were 45 (33.09%) candidates
performed averagely. These candidates managed to mention two or
three points with insufficient explanations due to limited ability to
express themselves in Arabic Language. On top of that, their responses
had some grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. Hence, they
performed averagely.

On the contrary, 59 (43.38%) candidates performed weakly in this
question. Most of those candidates had inability to express themselves
using Arabic Language. Therefore, they provided unclear explanation
or explanation that were unrelated to the demands of the question. For
example, one of the candidates wrote ( <u i/ 4a_d _ous (o (a gias alel]
Luel o alelf 13). This sentence was unclear because of grammatical
errors. This implies that the candidates lacked sufficient vocabulary
and good command of Arabic Language. Extract 8.2 is a sample of a
weak response.
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Extract 8.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 8

In Extract 8.2 is a part of response from a candidate who failed due to

inability to express himself in Arabic Language

47



3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES IN EACH QUESTION
IN ARABIC LANGUAGE PAPER 2

3.1 Section A: Short Answer Questions
This section contained five (5) questions, and candidates were required to
answer four (4) of them. Each question carried fifteen (15) marks, making a
total weight of 60 marks for the whole section.

3.1.1 Question 1: The Eloquence
This question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question aimed at
assessing the candidates’ ability to explain the concepts of (4al<adl)
“Al-faswaaha” with examples. The question was set from the topic of
rhetoric.

In part (a), the candidates were required to answer the following five
items;

a) Explain the following with its examples.

1. (i cied) “Weak composition” or “Disorganized structure”
2. (wlalsy jds) “Dissonance of words”

3. (Jeriwyl 4/ &) “Strangeness of usage" or "unusual usage”.

4. (Ad 1éeil) "Verbal complexity" or "lexical complexity”

5. (gsiral Ldedl) “Semantic complexity”

In part (b), candidates were required to distinguish between phrases
that contain a defect that affects eloquence and that are free from such
defect, then to correct sentence that contains a defect by putting them
in their original and correct form.

1. (Lalf lgapay [pF OIS #% lglags s tay Cinsald
"So she became, after the beauty of her appearance *** As if a
desolate place, its traces drawn by a pen."

2. (Lane il oME g Lgifg #4% 2 Lol U i8S
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“How can Adam be the father of all creation *** while you
father and the two heavy ones is Muhammad”.

3. (Lolsd cprlly culdl 6 LaSL ) 3¢ Y ikl G b Lin)
“I love you, O color of youth, because *** | saw you as twins in
both heart and eye.”.

4. (ay ¥ oS ala ) Jha #o Ladg LI 1) cialdl 5)
“If hearts are at odds with one another, they are like broken
bottles that cannot be mended”.

5. (4s/ LLS e taaa ¥/ J1a/g [4 La) “No one read it except Muhammad,
with his brother’s book™.

The question was attempted by 117 (80.69%) candidates, out of whom,
46 (39.32%) candidates scored from 0 to 5 marks, 32 (27.35%)
candidates scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 39 (33.33%) candidates
scored from 9 to 14 marks. The general performance in this question
was good since 71 (60.68%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 14 marks.
The general performance of candidates is summarised in Figure 9.
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SO 30329%

40 - 33.33%
30 27.35%
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0 - | |
0.0-5.0 5.5-85 9.0- 14.0
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Percentage of Candidates

Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance on Question 1

The candidates who performed well in this question were able to
answer the question in part (a) and (b).
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For example, in part (a), one of the candidates who performed well by
providing his/her answers as follows:

1. Ao _padall £ ga 48 50 bal) dill) sc |48l oo NS 7 g A 98 rdillil v
sl fla i g Wil | S lia
Laeha bl odas & Gulll] (o ##%)aa) g bt ASS Jaaa of alg

“Weak composition: This is when a sentence deviates from the

2.

4.

5.

established grammatical rules of language, such as when a pronoun
refers to a word that comes after it in both word and order. For
example, his saying: “And if glory could make someone live forever,
it would have kept the one it once led alive.”

slgd Sha Glaallls bgily) Ligrag spacdl) o Lg i i Lo ilalSl] AL
i en i o ly 8 GlSa cipa g
“Dissonance of words: what makes them heavy to the ear and
difficult to pronounce with the tongue.
For example: His saying: And the grave of Harb is in a deserted
place* And there is no grave near the grave of Harb.”
ol ie Jariny) Aglle ¥ g ivall 5Ll e LalSh oS 48 Jarial) Ll &
o, slaadlf
e L ¢ Lip gl pSSISES o ATISIST aSl
“The strangeness of usage is that the word's meaning is not clear
and its usage is not familiar to eloquent Arabs. For example: "Why
are you crowding around me as you would around a mad? Get
away from me.”
S0 cpew Il i) o UYL 50U e NS 9SO 90 o Ll el
b el oy Juadlly 5] ulal) bgib] ga 6 gapdlli 9 SilLalS))
Al LIS pa dana Jua /g Le 3 [ La
Verbal complexity: is when the speech does not clearly indicate
the intended meaning due to delaying or bringing forward the
words from their original places or by separating words that should
go together Example: No one read it except Muhammad with his
brother’s book.
sha dpadl peal) o YA S oS 2 G 5G OF 5 5 205 sinad) el
Al 6 ALiadf aSIal) &
“Semantic complexity: This occurs when the structure of a sentence
contains a hidden or implied meaning. For example: The ruler
spread his tongues throughout the city.”
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In item (b), one of the candidates who performed well in this question
identified the mistakes that made the given sentences not to be
eloquent as follows:

1. (Al Léeil)) cue ted) “It has a defect (verbal complexity),
(2 ol eanally) “and the correct thing is to say:”
(Lo seay b Lalh IS xxx | 45 glings sty Ciasald)
“After its beauty, it became a wasteland xx as if a pen had drawn
its ruins”

2. ((A L&) e ted) “It has a defect (verbal complexity), (
:Ji ol eaalls) < and the correct thing is to say:”
(MR iy dana g xxx Lyl Ll p ] (5% i)

“How can Adam be the father of creation xxx while your father is
Muhammad and you are the two heavy ones?”.

3. (e 44 sy mawe <) “The verse is correct and it has no
defects”.

4, (¢ 4 iy maw <f) “The verse is correct and it has no
defects”.

5. (Al Léeil)) cue led) “It has a defect (verbal complexity)”, ( a4y
(: 54 a2l “The correct is to say:”

(ol LS ¥/ 48] g dasa [ La )
“Muhammad and his brother didn’t read except only one book.”

This good performance shows that the candidates had sufficient

knowledge of metaphor. Extract 9.1 is a sample of good responses
from one of the candidates.
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Extract 9.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 1
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In Extract 9.1 shows good responses from a candidate who was able to
identify the mistakes that made the given sentences not to be eloguent.

Furthermore, candidates with average performance were able to
explain the given concepts with examples. Some were able to explain
three or four concepts with appropriate examples, while others
explained all the concepts correctly but failed to provide examples for
some of them.

Moreover, some candidates were able to distinguish between phrases
that contained defects affecting eloquence and those that were free
from such defects. They also successfully corrected the flawed phrases
by restoring them to their original and proper form. However, others
failed to correct the defective phrases in one or two items. This
indicates that the candidate has the partial understanding of concepts of
eloquence (datadl) “Al-faswaaha .

However, 46 (39.32%) candidates did not perform well in this
question. These candidates provided incorrect responses to the five
items given. Others succeed to explain the meaning of concept but
failed to bring example. Moreover, their explanations had many
grammatical and spelling errors. This shows that the candidates had
inadequate knowledge of Al-balagha and Al-fasaha, also they did not
understand the demand of the question especial the question from part

(b).

For example, in part (a) item (4), one of the candidates wrote as
follows; (£l 4t o Lo s Ll 2idell) “Verbal complexity is what is
called the meaning of a word". Another one wrote (:&dl/ Léell £ i 4
(Al 2dll £157 9 "Verbal complexity: It is a type of pre-Islamic
poetry" instead Of ( —eall e LIV 5 8L 1 AN 19S o 98 2 il el
e clalSl G Juailly g L) lgib) 30 8 lgeaptli g Clall] gl usss I sal]
LS LS aa Laaa Jua/y ¥/ [ L) “Verbal complexity: is when the speech
does not clearly indicate the intended meaning due to delaying or
bringing forward the words from their original places or by separating
the words Example: Only one person read it, Muhammad, along with
his brother’s book™.
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Another example, in item (5), one of the candidates wrote ( el
Adda Lines dira e Lo gd sgizad). “Meaning complexity is what is
called meaning in the sense of truth” Another candidate’s responses
was ( pudi A Lol o Lagale bt ] £/ 93] (ra £ o5 NS 2 5 givall Lol
goivdly A pEeilf Lad cpedd ) "Semantic complexity: It is also a
type of pre-Islamic poetry. The complexity in this poetry is divided
into two types: verbal complexity and semantic complexity" while the
correct answer was (ieall (e YLl 43 cus Gl 9 o 98 9 25 ginall Lidell
Absall B atical] astal) Gy 2 fia 3] 4ol “Semantic complexity: It is when the
structure of the sentence has a hidden of the intended meaning. For
example, "The ruler spread his tongues throughout the city."

In part (b), the candidate failed to distinguish between phrases that
contained defects affecting eloquence and those that were free from
such defects. Additionally, the candidate was unable to correct the
flawed phrases by restoring them to their original and proper form.

For example, in item (1), one candidate wrote (wbdl <lilial)
“Deviation from analogy”. While another candidate just wrote the
word which he/she believed that caused the mistake in sentence
(i¢iaa) “happiness" instead of (Adl Léedll :cue led) “It has a defect
(verbal complexity), (:Ji& &f eaalls ) “and the correct thing to say

2

1S:
(L8 gdages dty CinaialP** ga gy i Lol S )
“After its joy, it became a desert *** as if a pen had drawn its
pictures”

In item (2), one of the candidates wrote ( «&/ «éedfWeak structure”.
Another candidate wrote (a2 “Adam” instead of (Adl/ Léell)) cue (g
“It has a defect (verbal complexity), (: & &f eaally ) « and the
correct thing to say is:”
(SO cuify dana gl g ##5 Lyl L a] (5% i)
“How can Adam be the father of creation *** while your father is
Muhammad and you are the two heavy burdens?”.

Additionally, in item (5), one of the candidates wrote («&dlicied)
“Weak structure” Another candidate wrote(@tay </2alg) “one, unity”
instead of ((~Ldl Ldeil)) ce Led “It has a defect (verbal complexity)”,
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(:54 paall 240 9) “The correct situation is:” (LS ¥/ 4/ go dass [ La
Jaa/9) “Muhammad and his brother didn’t read except only one book.”

The responses indicate that the candidates had insufficiency knowledge
of eloquence (4atwdl) “Al-faswaaha. Extract 9.2 is a sample of a
candidate’s weak responses.

.\‘&s\]'l 1\\’0411.“ l
) )

il e da atlhe
5 I \

Codyull (o |2

AN
h—y ] u

-/
oLl owalS

Cé .:\-r\‘J‘\ aﬁ\é O A LO a0 :)T\\L\&\ le ‘1

— - a—
L __uam i -_‘]ll
((J'}" ~— [
[ L) G]'l.mg ,nA_uLo 50 ('.lnl(, -.ﬂl_‘.\l;ﬂ
VA k‘?. o - 7
dla> 2 61w Al .»
i J
u‘nL.I.n! \fll‘ /f\A.A\J\A a S\MAA) \)‘\ u‘y-lc’ :g
W W £ I
: )
[
M&;Q;V.o rn_,«_uk,o N2 idb\.“ "a.v_,l\ 4
] H
\‘AXA_)‘ Q.o oy l.n j=ve) IFJQ.‘A-?_AL_S‘\ L.Q'.PLH Ly
! g [ "
Y
o Ml

Extract 9.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 1
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Extract 9.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who provided
incorrect answers to all parts of the question.

3.1.2 Question 2: Similes and Metaphor.
This question had three parts: (a), (b) and (c). The question aimed at
assessing the candidates’ ability to understand the concepts of (4sil)
“Attash-bihu”, (ileiwy) “Metaphor” and (=) “Information” or
“Alkhabar”. The question was set from the topic of rhetoric.

In part (a), the candidates were required to convert the following

similes into explicit metaphors from the following sentences:

1. (#M¥l goal A cduwds pladf) “The tongue is like a sword in
wounding and harming”.

2. (Olealll 4 IS agai placd! ) “In the sky are stars like pearls in
brilliance”.

3. (sl A Jadls Ghu jaddl ) “In the sea are ships like mountains in
height”.

4, (dwdlpad A (Gdalls olih) <A book is like a friend in
companionship”.

5. (obdlts Lo i) “The nightingales sang like singing girls”.

In part (b), they were required to explain the intended similarity in

each of the following similes.

1. (2. cwbill & gw o5 “The orator's voice was like thunder”.

2. (-2ds aleadl 2305) “The teacher's words are like honey”.

3. (Umls Labild 43 j) “Fatima's face is like the full moon”.

4. (s 4 138 4 gl pal) 35 Guwad) | touched the newborn's skin and it
was like silk”.

. (Pl Ll jid) 3dii) “The news spread like light”.

ol

In part (c), they were required to identify other purposes of information

indicated by the following information:

1. (s sid G (Al Ui Lad ) “Indeed, | am in need of whatever good
you send down to me”.

2. (Lid il Jeilif5 o sl 545 A &) “My Lord, indeed my bones
have grown weak and my head is ablaze with gray hair”.
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3. (Ltdlf L5 80 agl jAl 1) #% el g a g8 (ulil] Judig : oLl S “The poet
said: "And the worst of people are those of no merit — when you
boast with them, they speak only of their ancestors."”.

4, (5pad iy 5 e ) “The eye sees, but the hand is short”.

5. (& 4¥ oS/ Lad pill od ) Lo (gay af ol Mgd “Your saying to
someone who has not achieved what he wanted: "goodness lies in

what God has chosen for you.”

The candidates who attempted this question were 99 (68.28%). The
analysis shows that all 99 candidates (100%) scored between 0 and 5
marks. Overall, the performance was weak, as illustrated in Figure 10.
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Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance on Question 2

The analysis shows that 99 candidates (100%) performed poorly on
this question. These candidates failed to convert the similes into
metaphors; instead, they explained the metaphor procedure. This
indicates that the candidates have insufficiency knowledge of Tashbihi
and Istiara.

For example, in part (a) item (1), one of the candidates wrote his/her
responses as follows: (A& a3 of Lal<l [s&Y chuall oY aMSL cscal) 4uid
bl 444481 9) “The sword was compered to speech because, the sword
does not actually speak word or words, the clue (contextual indicator)
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is 'the tongue™. Another candidate wrote ((#/4¥s zuadl A chuadl Glell)
"The tongue is like a sword in a wound and for causing harm." Instead
of (JL Cduw 4488 o &) “There is a sharp sword between his lips”

In item (2), one of the candidates wrote ( il g8 g 5/ sallls a gaill 4
slawd) 4480 ) “The stars were compered to fruits — this is an explicit,
and the contextual clue is 'the sky’”. Another candidate wrote (stewd/ 4
Oledd 5l agad) "In the sky, the stars like pearls in shining." Instead
of (Ll slacdl U oo j s 7)) “L ook how God decorated the sky with
pearls”

In item (3), one of the candidates wrote ( (Sl ¥ ol o¥ a <l A4 ol 4uid
weee A i3y Y9 “The sea was likened to generosity because the sea
neither spends nor fears poverty...” Another candidate wrote ( =/ -4
sHell A Jad Géwd) "In the sea, the ships as the mountains in the
heights," instead of (gl e asll 4 Jraall ) “Mountains flow
into the sea while taking goods”

In part (b), candidates were unable to recognise “Wajhu Tashbih” from
the sentence given instead their responses related to the thing it is
compared to (4w 4~s due to lacking knowledge of concept of
“Tashbih”.

In addition, some of them failed to know the demand of question. For

example, one of the candidates wrote as follows in part (b) item (1)
(££.) “thunder” (2) (4= “the sword”. (3) (<) “the full moon”. (4)
(=) “the silk™. (5) (s “The light”. Another candidate wrote in
all five item in this part (~siss) "Omitted". While correct responses
were:

. (Al 5350) 4l 43 ) “Similarity (intensity and harshness)”.
(Ps2d) 4udd) 43 9) “Similarity (sweetness)”.

(Y5 1si)) 4l 42 9) “Similarity (light and radiance)”.

(Al y Liﬂl) 4l 42 9) “Similarity (softness and smoothness)”.
(Ae i) 4l 43 ) “Similarity (speed)”.

Ok wbdE
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Furthermore, in part (c), Candidates were unable to identify the other
purposes of news as indicated by the sentences given, instead some
candidates gave their responses by writing basic purposes of
information. This indicates the candidate had poor knowledge in “A4/ —
khabar”. For example, one of the candidates provided responses as
follows: (1) (éL8a¥) “implied meaning”, (2) (é+téas%) “implied
meaning” (3) (i 519 “The benefit of the information” (4) (44L a¥)
“implied meaning” (5) (6% “implied meaning”. Another
candidate wrote that (1- =¥ 2-3ef 3-wawd) 4- 4 5-all),
while correct answers were:

1. (pbasiwd)) “Mercy”.

2. (el jlgd) “Showing weakness”.

3. (&) “Reprimand”.

4. (Jasd _lg) “Showing helplessness”

5. (uall L= &al) “Encouraging patience”

Generally, this indicates that the candidates had insufficiency
knowledge of the concept of simile, metaphor and information. Extract
10.2 is a sample of a candidate’s incorrect responses.
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Extract 10.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 2
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In Extract 10.2 is a sample of a response from a candidate who failed
to convert similes into metaphor, identify similarities as well as
purpose of information. Hence, he/she attained weak performance.

3.1.3 Question 3: Literature (Poem)
The question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question intended to test
the candidates’ ability to comprehend artistic works. The question was
set from the topic of literature.

In part (a), the candidates were required to give out five benefits that
can apply in our society today from the text provided:

Ailida o) Loy o ga (il g o] pies i LS g o> 38 9 (8 B8 I O A L
el el 5 3Ty <l ping il il (] i Bl ol Lo e 8 i
AT LaS a8 jlia o 4S9 gl iy £ s agle il ¥ g ol grabsy g g agl bl g
JEg dlasga ang illlag rrac] 5 iab i didga Ao S g ad S o S ab LS
Y oS &t Gl gy puaal) A dagil] £ sl g cliids o 48] g ol Sladead 3o €9 ol

Ml o 2Ty AL U ] Ulewa 6 g g (g o guits

“My son, your father grew up while alive and lived until he was tired
of life. | advise you to do something that, if you uphold it, will earn
you respect among your people. So heed this from me: be kind to your
people, and they will love you; be humble, and they will respect you;
smile at them, and they will listen to you. Do not be selfish, and they
will make you their leader. Honor the young as you honor the old, and
the old will honor you. The young will grow up loving you. Be
generous with your wealth, protect your family, support your
neighbors; assist those who seek your help, honor your guests, and be
quick to rise when someone needs aid. You have only a limited time to
live. Protect your dignity by not asking anyone for anything.”

In part (b), the candidates were required to explain the intended
meaning of the following words:

dslics - 9)@4/-&()@]/- ‘Z&(.U/fﬂ/‘- & 9 gy
oSy e [ i GG Y- e Y-

The question was attempted by 134 (92.41%) candidates, among them
25 (18.66%) candidates scored from 0 to 5.0 marks. Moreover, 31
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(23.13%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 78 (58.21%)
candidates scored from 9 to 15 marks. The general performance in this
question was good as 109 (81.34%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 15
marks. The candidates’ performance is summarised in Figure 11.
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Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance on Question 3

The analysis shows that the candidates who scored high marks in this
question succeed to give out five benefits that we can apply in our
society today from the text provided.

They also explained the intended meaning of the words from the text
given. This indicates that the candidates had sufficient knowledge of
the topic of Literature.

For example, in part (a), one of the candidates answered his/her
responses as follows:

1. sy adliis 4 agedls Lo painall 389 Y 9¥) o duayl Las) “The
importance of giving advice to children and members of society on
what benefits them in this world and the hereafter.”

2. i Jpae WY golai] grany Spaad) (PEIL o padaad) I8 o Al
Sty 5 las zainadl “Members of society should be embodying
good morals of all kinds, as they are the pillar of societal progress
in terms of civilization and economy.”

62



3. psiwe oo B (ats pdal] duall (A o yg by s sof S A ogladd
ASly “Cooperation in good deeds is vital and necessary for the
development of humanity regardless of their status or differences.”

This good performance suggests that these candidates had sufficient
knowledge of the Literature. Extract 11.1 is a sample of a candidate’s
good responses.
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Extract 11.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 3

In Extract 11.1, the candidate explained well the five benefits that we
can apply in our society today from the text provided. Also, they
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explained the intended meaning of the words from the text given,
although there were few grammatical errors.

On the contrary, candidates with average performance were able to
explain two or three benefits from the provided text that are applicable
to today’s society. They also explained the intended meaning of two or
three words from the given text. Hence, they scored average marks.

In addition, the analysis shows that there were candidates who had
weak performance in this question. Most of them provided incorrect
responses to the given items, other candidates left the items
unanswered and a few of them repeated the items. For example, one of
the candidates wrote incorrect responses as follows: (- ciga alS5 2 1))
i) o) — 4 g A ) o) ] o Coll oy Cilea iy — gl
(A S ) g,

Furthermore, in part (b), many candidates provided unclear explanation
of the intended meaning of the given words in the text. For example,
one of the candidates provided unclear intended meaning of the words
given as follows: (¥ «ids ¥ = dyiey ¥ oridly = poy maal) cllbidng = g jous
(Ao rid = Dla ccila 98 Y = i), Another incorrect response from
another candidate was (e = B «ela ¥ = dyuesy « b gl = £540). This
suggests that these candidates had insufficient knowledge of the topic
Literature. Extract 11.2 is a sample of a candidate’s responses.
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Extract 11.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 3

In Extract 11.2, the candidate responded by demonstrating a poor
understanding of artistic works, as they provided unclear and incorrect
interpretations of the intended meanings of the given words in the text.

3.1.4 Question 4: Literature (Prose)
The question had three parts, (a), (b) and (c). The question intended to
test the candidates’ ability of the Arabic poetry. The question was set
from the topic of literature.

In part (a), candidates were required to extract three characteristics that
are generally associated with pre-Islamic poetry from the given verse.".

Jagad Joddl co o ol By #* (] jia g coun g 480 e i LdE

“Stop, let us weep over the memory of a beloved and a home ** At the
ruins lives between Dakhool and Hawmal"

il g gamgl) £l oils o #% Algaw S add) £ 508 Jilg

“And a night like the waves of the sea has spread its curtains ** upon
me with various worries to test me.”

65



In part (b), the candidates were required to complete the five lines after
the next line of the poem:

................................... g pleadll (g0 ST Y U1

1. “I'm not saying let women go unveiled ** ............ccocoviiiienn.

In part (c), they were required to explain biography of poet of the poem

B9 gl o il b % dag S PR BT )
“l am delighted by the noble qualities ** The delight of a stranger in
his return and meeting.”

LSguadll sdgl jelidl) Las 5 oo jlag¥ly duas [
“Briefly talk about biography of poet of this poem.”

il 008 audili A Axdd o) e g 2
“Explain the reason that led him to compose this poem.”

The question was attempted by 104 candidates (71.72%), of whom 29
(27.88%) scored between 0 and 5 marks, 40 (38.46%) scored between
5.5 and 8.5 marks, and 35 (33.66%) scored between 9 and 15 marks.
The overall performance on this question was good, as 75 candidates
(72.12%) scored between 5.5 and 15 marks. The detailed performance
distribution presented in Figure 12.
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Figure 12: Candidates’ Performance on Question 4

The analysis shows that 35 (33.66%) candidates performed well in this
question. These candidates understood the requirements of the
question. They managed to complete the given prose. They also were
able to answer correctly the questions about poetry.

In part (a) for example, one of the candidates provided his/her
responses as follows:

ls¥) A Sy Ja ) G ## | g sl (g0 J58 Y UT ]
Y grailly sl 4 #* [gf i G aSs0 Yo NS 2
(DY g spd il i Nd ## g daily Guillad) 5 | shesd 3

1. 1 am not saying, "Leave women unveiled, walking around with men
in the market."

2. And | am not telling you to go to too far, with covering strict rules
and making life hard.

3. Instead, be balanced and in both ways, because the problem lies in
both too much freedom and too much control.
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This good performance suggests that the candidates had sufficient
vocabulary and knowledge of the topic of Literature. Extract 12.1 is a
sample of a candidate’s responses.
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Extract 12.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 4

In Extract 12.1, the candidate answered correctly the questions related
to the passage given, although there were some spelling mistakes.

In contrast, the analysis shows that 40 candidates (38.46%) scored
average marks on this question. Most of these candidates were able to
extract two characteristics that are generally associated with pre-
Islamic poetry. They were also able to complete the five lines
following the given line of the poem. Additionally, they provided a
brief account of the poet’s background; however, they failed to explain
the reason that prompted him to compose the poem. Furthermore, some
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grammatical errors were evident in their explanations. As a result, they
obtained average marks.

In addition, the analysis shows that 29 (27.88%) candidates had weak
performance in this question. Most of the candidates failed to provide
correct answers to all the parts of the question. Other candidates
provided incorrect responses to two parts out of three.

In part (a), for example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: (<itas
(Fladl (b (wiliad L) 4 pailad — Faal) “Characteristics of praise
poetry, political poetry, and Maja'u (satirical) poetry.”

This weak performance suggests that the candidates lacked sufficient
vocabulary and knowledge of the topic of Literature. Extract 12.2 is a
sample of a candidate’s incorrect responses.

q_{LJ el Vo503 18y

.;\,.,f
L’/

oij&u—‘L \he ware —‘.U\j-;lf\_y-h:s_jg

o) d azsy )L-:/,._:LC\_;—- |>e-2

!

C g—9_-|~n rA—A:_';-“ \-‘-&'6 ‘4’

—_

Ao & et | NN 2o by o s

Extract 12.2: A Sample of incorrect Responses to Question 4

In Extract 12.2, the candidate wrote lines of another poem, which is
contrary to the requirement of the question.

3.1.5 Question 5: The history of the Arabic literature
This question had two parts, (@) and (b). The question tested the
candidates’ ability to understand the history of the Arabic literature.
The question was set from the topic of the literature.

In part (a), the candidates were required to answer the following five
items:
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(AR adl jliad Jile) “What are the characteristics of pre-lIslamic
poetry?”

(Ll F adl Ujie s <dss) “What was the status of poetry
during the pre-Islamic period?”

(Yl addl A oelaglly el G (44N L) “What is the difference
between praise and satire in Arabic poetry?”

4, (faraial seldll Jgwaiall L) “What is meant by a "Muhadhram?”

5. (Mg sl gl daa i oo Jjlas¥u &dad) “Briefly talk about the

biography of “Abu al-Bagai al-Rundiy”

N

w

In part (b), the candidates were required to explain briefly Arabic
political life during pre-Islamic era. The question was as follows:
(Ao arll 6 Dislsedl) i palf Slua cuils <dss) “How was the political life
of the Arabs in the pre-Islamic era?”

The question was attempted by 126 (86.90%) candidates out of which
44 (34.92%) candidates scored from O to 4.5 marks, 46 (36.51%)
scored from 6 to 8.5 marks and 36 (28.57%) scored from 9.0 to 12.5
marks. Thus, the general performance of this question was good since
82 (65.08%) candidates scored from 6 to 12.5 marks. Figure 13 shows
the candidates’ performance on this question.
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Figure 13: Candidates’ Performance on Question 5
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Data Analysis reveals that 36 (28.57%) candidates who attempted this
question performed well. These candidates provided correct answers to
the five given items of part (a). They also managed to explain briefly
about Arabic political life during pre-Islamic era in part (b).

In part (a), for example in item (1), one of the candidates wrote the
following as the characteristics of pre Islamic poetry.

"Characteristics of Arabic poetry:” = el sedl & jrae 1
“Free from errors and foreign words.” Liaas ¥/ LY 5 gL/ o LS -
" Tends to be concise" s/ A Juai -
“Simple words.” S Usgews -

Another example in item 2, one of the candidates wrote position of

poet in pre—Islamic poetry as follows:

e g L Sraf peidily S (s oin gl 230 Y) Ui g Tl LS (6 ol LS 2
Lo ilda Joa S Sy g bglunly

“In pre-Islamic times, poetry was the only means of communication

among tribes, spreading their glories, praising their lineage, and

recording their achievements for future generations”.

This good performance shows that the candidates had sufficient
knowledge of the Arabic Literature. Extract 13.1 is a sample of a
candidate’s good responses.
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Extract 13.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 5

In Extract 13.1 is a sample of response from a candidate who provided
good responses to all items given.
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Further analysis shows that 46 candidates (36.51%) scored average
marks. These candidates provided two or three correct responses in
part (a) and briefly explained the political life in pre-Islamic Arabia.
However, their explanations were unclear and contained numerous
grammatical and spelling errors. As a result, they were unable to score
full marks.

Moreover, the analysis of candidates’ performance shows that 44
candidates (34.92%) scored between 0 and 5 marks, which indicates a
weak performance. These candidates lacked knowledge of the tested
concepts and, as a result, provided incorrect responses. Other
candidates did not understand the requirements of the question. For
example, one of the candidate wrote the meaning of Al-jahli e/ jliai
adal) Lo g8 i) Laldlad) s dgpaSall uily Jand) (oo 4id £LE Gad 7Y b La])
“when it was popular with ignorance and not intended ignorance
against the dream” instead of the characteristics of pre Islamic poetry.
Other examples provided that incorrect responses as follows:

Initem 2, (¥ (dud wae A L] Ula A puldl) (ulil] US Lilblad) 5 al) U jia
.......... Ol il e 4 9) “People were in peace in pre Islamic poetry.”

In item 3, ( Lsar 54 slaglls o<, 515 Cuus o 8 S Jia dbiar (8 i ey tal)
A juarll 43S o30) “Praise refers to glorifying a person for their
characteristics, such as good morals, whereas satire refers to poetry that
was written during the pre-Islamic era.”

In item (4), candidates’ responses indicated that they were not familiar
with the concept of Ash-shaa ‘iru al-Muhdharam (the veteran poet). For
example, one candidate wrote ( (il G O LS p aiall ol L J gaialf
Al A Lalug Liaf 4 e ) Asshairu Muhdhwaramu “The veteran poem”
Is a situation where by the one he lives safety.”

In item (5), candidates’ responses indicated a lack of knowledge about
the biography of the poet “Abu al-Bagai al-Rundiy” Example one
candidate wrote:

(&t rae 4 old L9 “It was a poet in age of story”. In addition,
another candidate instead of explaining the biography of Abu al-Bagai
al-Rundiy wrote the speech of Qus bin Ayaad at Ugadh market.
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This shows that the candidates had insufficient knowledge of the

Arabic Literature. Extract 13.2 is a sample of a candidate’s weak
responses.
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Extract 13.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 5
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In Extract 13.2, the candidate provided incorrect responses to all items
given.

3.2 Section B: Essay Questions
This section is comprised of three questions and the candidates were required
to attempt only two questions. Each question carried twenty (20) marks.

3.2.1 Question 6: The Story of Sindbadu Albahriy
In this question, candidates were required to explain what happened to
Sindbadu Albahriy on his first voyage and how he survived after the
ship sank, in not less than 200 words. The question assessed the
candidates’ ability to express themselves in the Arabic language. It was
drawn from the topic Response to Reading.

The 123 candidates (84.83%) attempted the question. Among them, 50
candidates (40.65%) performed poorly, scoring between 0 and 6.5
marks. 57 candidates (46.34%) demonstrated average performance,
scoring between 7 and 11.5 marks, while 16 candidates (13.01%)
performed well, scoring between 12 and 17 marks. Overall, the
candidates’ performance in this question was average, as 59.35% of
them scored between 7 and 17 marks. Figure 14 summarises the
candidates’ performance.
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40 -
30 -
20 - 13.01
0 - |

00-6.5 7-11.5 12-17

Scores

46.34

Percentage of Candidates

Figure 14: Candidates’ Performance on Question 6
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The candidates who performed well on this question were able to
answer it correctly and organised their thoughts in a clear and logical
flow. However, their responses contained some spelling mistakes. This
good performance indicates that the candidates had sufficient
vocabulary and knowledge of the story. Sindbadu Albahriy. Extract
14.1 is a sample of a candidate’s good responses.
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Extract 14.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 6
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In Extract 14.1, the candidate explained the statement by relating it to
the story of Sindbadu Albahriy and organized their thoughts in a clear
and logical flow.

Further analysis of candidates’ performance shows that 50 candidates
(40.65%) who scored low marks on this question were unable to
express themselves effectively in Arabic language. Most of them
provided unclear explanations and their responses contained numerous
grammatical and spelling errors. This weak performance indicates that




the candidates had insufficient vocabulary and limited ability to
express themselves in Arabic Language. Extract 14.2 is a sample of a
candidate’s weak responses.
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Extract 14.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 6

In Extract 14.2, the candidate provided unclear and insufficient
explanations, which contained numerous grammatical and spelling
errors.

3.2.2 Question 7: The Story of the Merchant of Bundugiyyah
In this question, candidates were required to write a composition
calling on their community to adopt the value of loyalty, using
examples of loyal behavior between two friends in the story “The
Merchant of Bundugiyyah”, in not less than 150 words. The question
tested the candidates’ ability to express themselves in Arabic Language
and was set from the topic Response to Reading.

The question was attempted by 41 candidates (28.28%), of whom 16
(39.02%) scored between 0 and 6.5 marks. Furthermore, 14 candidates
(34.15%) scored between 7 and 11.5 marks, while only 11 candidates
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(26.83%) scored between 12 and 15 marks. The overall performance
on this question was good, as 25 candidates (60.98%) scored between 7
and 15 marks. Figure 15 summarises the candidates’ performance in
question 7.
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Figure 15: Candidates’ Performance on Question 7

The candidates who performed well in this question were able to write
a good composition on the given topic, appropriately highlighting three
lessons from the case between Antonio and Shailoki. Moreover, they
demonstrated the ability to express themselves effectively in Arabic
Language.

This good performance suggests that the candidates had sufficient
vocabulary and knowledge of the Story of Merchant of Bundugiyyah.
Extract 15.1 is a sample of a candidate’s good responses.
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In Extract 15.1, the candidate explained what happened to Antonio up
to the point when he failed to pay his debt to Shailoki on time and how
he was able to defend and save his friend. The candidate also

Extract 15.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 7

appropriately identified three lessons from the story.

On the contrary, candidates with average performance provided
insufficient explanations about what happened to Antonio until he
failed to pay the debt and how he was able to defend and save his
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friend. Furthermore, they identified one or two lessons that society can
learn from the case of Antonio and Shailoki. Moreover, their responses
contained numerous grammatical errors and spelling mistakes.
Consequently, they obtained an average performance.

In contrast, candidates with weak performance in this question had
limited ability to express themselves in Arabic, which caused them to
describe the characteristics of Bassanyo and Antonio instead of
discussing loyalty and its importance in society. This resulted in
insufficient and unclear explanations in their responses. Moreover,
their explanations contained numerous grammatical and spelling
mistakes. This weak performance indicates that the candidates were not
proficient in Arabic Language. Extract 15.2 is a sample of a
candidate’s weak responses.
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Extract 15.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 7

Extract 15.2 is a sample of part of responses from a candidate who
wrote insufficient explanation. Moreover, his/her explanations were
unclear and had many grammatical and spelling mistakes.
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3.2.3 Question 8: The Story of the Merchant of Baghdad

In this question, the candidates were required to write an essay of not
more than two hundred words, explaining what the Caliph was doing to
know the condition of his people and find effective solutions to the
problems they face and explaining the positive results of his actions.
The question tested the candidates’ ability to express themselves using
Arabic Language. The question was set from the topic of Response to
Reading.

The question was attempted by 126 (86.90%) candidates, out of whom
30 (23.81%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 64 (50.79%) scored from 7 to
11.5 marks and 32 (25.40%) scored from 12 to 16 marks. The overall
candidates’ performance in this question was good since 76.19 per cent
scored from 7 to 16 marks. Figure 16 illustrates the distribution of
candidates’ scores on the question.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -
SO 2381%

40 - 25.40%
30 50.79%
20 -
10 -
0 - | |
0.0-6.5 7.0-11.5 12.0- 16.0
Scores

Percentage of Candidates

Figure 16: Candidates’ Performance on Question 8

The analysis shows that, 32 (25.40%) candidates who scored high

marks understood the demands of the question. Furthermore, they

explained what the Caliph was doing to know the condition of his

people and find effective solutions to the problems they face and

explaining the positive results of his actions. Moreover, they structured
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their essays with a clear introduction, main body, and conclusion,

maintaining a logical flow throughout their essays. Hence, they
deserved high scores.

This implies that the candidates had a good command of Arabic
Language. Extract 16.1 is a sample of a candidate’s good responses.
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Extract 16.1: A Sample of Good Responses to Question 8

In Extract 16.1, the candidate explained what the Caliph was doing to
know the condition of his people and find effective solutions to the
problems they face and explaining the positive results of his actions,

although, there were some spelling mistakes.
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On the contrary, the candidates with average performance provided
insufficient explanations. Moreover, their responses had a lot of a
grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. Hence, they obtained average
scores.

In contrast, the candidates with weak performance in this question had
limited ability to express themselves in Arabic Language. Moreover, their
explanations had many grammatical and spelling mistakes or sometimes
wrote their response contrary to the demand of the question. This weak
performance shows that these candidates were incompetent in Arabic
Language. Extract 16.2 is a sample of a candidate’s weak responses.
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Extract 16.2: A Sample of Weak Responses to Question 8

In Extract 16.2, the candidate failed to answer the question. Moreover,
his/her explanations were unclear and had many grammatical and spelling
mistakes.
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4.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH TOPIC
Eight topics were included in the Arabic Language examination subject. Five
topics were in 125/1 Arabic Language 1, and three topics were in 125/2 Arabic
Language 2 in ACSEE, 2025. These topics were Comprehension, Grammar,
Language Use, Morphology, Composition, Rhetoric, Literature and Response
to Readings.

Analysis of the candidates’ performance on each topic indicated that the
candidates had good performance on Comprehension (87.79%), Grammar
(69.42%), Literature (72.84%), Morphology (68.78%) and Response to
Readings (65.71%).

These candidates performed well on these topics because they had adequate
knowledge and clearly comprehended the demands of the questions. This
implies that the candidates scored an average of 35 and above in those topics.

Analysis of the candidates’ performance in 125/1 Arabic Language also
indicates that candidates had average performance on the topic Composition
(55.97%) and Language Use (49.59%).

The summary of the candidates’ performance in different topics presented in
the Appendix section.

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Conclusion
The candidates’ overall performance in the Arabic Language subject in
the ACSEE 2025 was good, as (97.24%) candidates passed. This good
performance demonstrated sufficient knowledge of the tested topics and
mastery of Arabic Language. Their knowledge and skills enabled them to
understand the requirements of the questions and respond appropriately.

In spite of good performance, a few candidates performed weakly. These
candidates had insufficient knowledge of the tested topics and limited
mastery of Arabic Language. Consequently, their performance was weak.

5.2 Recommendations
In order to improve the candidates' performance in the Arabic Language
subject in the future, this report recommends the following:
(@) The topic Rhetoric, which appears to be more difficult for students,

should be taught by providing numerous examples, engaging students
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(b)

(©)

(d)

in discussions, and asking questions to ensure their understanding
during teaching and learning.

Teachers should emphasis students to use Arabic Language both in
schools and outside school environments to improve their writing
skills.

Teachers should organize essay writing, debate competitions, and
other extracurricular activities for students. Students should
participate in conversation in order to acquire skills for expressing
themselves in Arabic. This will enable them to develop better
language competencies.

Schools should initiate Arabic language clubs that organize debates
and presentations on complex topics in Arabic language to improve
students’ articulation and advanced vocabulary.

90



Appendix A

Candidates’ Performance on Each Topic in ACSEE 2025
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