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FOREWORD

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) has prepared the
report on the Candidates’ Item Response Analysis (CIRA) for the 2025
Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) in the
Geography Subject.

This report aims to provide feedback to different educational stakeholders,
including students, teachers, parents, policymakers, and the public in general,
on the performance of the candidates in the Geography subject. It also aims to
show the extent to which the instructional goals and objectives have been
achieved.

In this report, the analysis of each question is covered and supported by
statistical data, which have been presented in figures and graphs. Factors that
may have contributed to the candidate’s ability to answer the examination
questions correctly and score high marks included the candidate’s ability to
recognise the demand of the questions, basic knowledge of the subject matter,
skills in computing and drawing, good mastery of the English language, and
essay writing skills. The candidates who scored lower marks portrayed contrary
attributes.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania believes that this report shall
serve as the basis for enabling all people, including educational stakeholders,
school managers, teachers, parents, and students, to identify proper measures to
be taken to improve students’ performance in the future examinations
administered by the Council.

Lastly, the National Examinations Council of Tanzania would like to express
its appreciation to all Examination Officers and stakeholders who provided
valuable support during the preparation of this report.

Prof. Said Ally Mohamed
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0

INTRODUCTION

The 2025 Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination
(ACSEE) in Geography subject covered the 2010 syllabus and adhered to
the 2019 examination format (revised version). The examination consisted
of 113/1 Geography paper 1 and 113/2 Geography paper 2.

Paper 1 consisted of two sections, A and B, with a total of seven (7)
questions. The candidates were required to answer five questions. Section
A consisted of three (3) questions from the topics of Topographic Map
Interpretation, Simple Survey and Map Making and Field Research
Strategies. The candidates were required to answer two questions from
this section; question number one was compulsory. Section B had four
questions, which were set from the following topics: Position, Behavior
and Structure of the Earth, Water Masses, Study of Soils, Dynamic Earth
and Consequences. The candidates were required to attempt three
questions from this section.

Paper 2 consisted of seven (7) questions set from the topics of Population
and Development and Regional Focal Studies in the following subtopics:
Manufacturing Industries, Livestock Keeping and Management,
Sustainable Use of Fuel and Power, Sustainable Mining, and Sustainable
Use of Forestry. The candidates were required to attempt a total of five (5)
questions, whereby question one was compulsory.

This report assesses candidates' performance on each question by showing
what they had to do and the strengths and weaknesses of their answers.
Samples of the candidate’s responses are illustrated in each question.

In this analysis, the performance of candidates in each topic is ranked as
good, average, and weak if the percentage of candidates’ scores ranged
from 60-100, 35-59, and 0-34, respectively. The candidates’ performance
is summarised in the appendix, where green, yellow and red colours are
used to represent good, average and weak performances, respectively.

A total of 73,997 candidates sat for the ACSEE 2025 Geography subject,
of which 73,798 (99.99%) passed and 199 (0.01%) failed.



2.0

2.1

2.1.1

Generally, the performance for the ACSEE 2025 increased by 0.02%
compared to ACSEE 2024, in which 59,815 (99.97%) candidates passed
and 276 (0.03%) failed.

ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH
QUESTION

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE)
in Geography subject intends to measure the candidate’s ability to
comprehend and apply knowledge and skills in numerous situations. It
also assesses the ability to outline, calculate, explain, analyse, describe,
examine, evaluate and interpret various geographical phenomena,
including physical features, map work, population studies, climate
variations and draw conclusions on observations made.

113/1 GEOGRAPHY ONE
SECTION A: Topographic Map Interpretation, Simple Survey and Map
Making and Field Research Strategies.

Question 1: Topographic Map Interpretation

In this question, the candidates were required to study carefully the map
extract of Mvomero sheet (165/4) provided and then to respond to the
following questions:

(@ Outline two ways which have been used to show relief of the mapped
area.

(b) Calculate the distance of the road from grid reference 260006 to
323059 in kilometers.

(c) Explain three major economic activities carried out in the area.

(d) Name the type of drainage pattern found in the mapped area and
how does it relate to relief of that area.

(e) Briefly explain four factors that have influenced population
distribution in the area.

(f) Describe four factors that have affected the composition of the given
map and



(g) Find the time at which the bus arrived at Kibaoni grid reference
260005 if it left Mandera grid reference 227982 at 11:30 am and
travelled at the speed of 50km/hr.

The question carried 25 marks. It was answered by 73,997 (100%)
candidates. The general performance was good because 63,836 (86.27%)
candidates scored 7 marks and above. Further analysis showed that,
12,110 (16.37%) candidates scored 15 to 25 marks, 51,726 (69.90%)
scored 7 to 14.5 marks and 10,161 (13.73%) scored O to 6.5 marks, as
illustrated in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Candidates’ performance for question 1

More analysis showed that 12,110 (16.37%) candidates who scored 15 to
25 marks had sufficient knowledge of observing, interpreting, analysing,
calculating and evaluating different phenomena in topographical maps. In
part (a), they correctly outlined two ways which have been used to show
relief of the mapped area, which are: Contour and Trigonometrical station
around grid reference 288012. In part (b), they calculated the distance of
the road from grid reference 260006 to 323059 in kilometres as;

Map distance from grid reference 260006 to 323059=18.4 cm
Map scale = 1:%/2 km or 1:50000
1cm = 50,000 (1/2km)
18.4cm =X
Y2kmx 18.4cm
lcm
=9.2km



The actual distance of the road from grid reference 260006 to 323059
ranged from 9 to 9.5 km.

In part (c), they explained three major economic activities carried out in
the area, which are: (i) Trading due to the presence of all-weather roads
from Wami prison to Kibaoni, from Mandera to Kibaoni, and from
Mkundi to Mvomero. Also, the presence of a market in the Mvomero area
indicates the existence of trade in the area. (ii) Agriculture due to the
presence of Wami River farms to the east and west of the mapped area.
Also, the presence of the Chamkole plantation indicates the existence of
agriculture in the area; (iii) Fishing due to the presence of rivers at the
Northern part of the mapped area, which indicates the existence of fishing
activity and (iv) Lumbering activities due to the presence of forests and
woodland in the northern part of the mapped area.

In part (d), they identified the type of drainage pattern and its relationship
to relief in the mapped area as a dendritic drainage pattern. This is because
most streams join the main river at an acute angle. For example, at the
Northern part, there are many streams joining the main river at an acute
angle. Relief in the region has influenced the drainage of the area. For
example, many rivers flow from the Northern part of Mvomero, where
there is a steep slope that has been indicated by close contours, directing to
the Southern part with spaced contours in the lowland area.

In part (e), they explained the four factors that have influenced population

distribution in the mapped area, which are; (i) Relief for example lowland
areas like Mvomero are more populated as compared to highland areas).
(ii) Social services such as schools, a market and hospitals at Mvomero
suburban, which influenced high population compared to the area with
poor social services. (iii) Transport and communication, such as roads
from Mandera Kibaoni to Mvomero, have influenced high population
compared to other areas with poor transport and communication. (iv)
Arable land in the southern part, which influences agriculture and the
availability of water sources.

In part (f), they described four factors that have affected the composition

of the given map, which include (i) Date of compilation: for example, the

map of Mvomero was compiled in 1970 by the Ministry of Land-

Government of the United Republic of Tanzania. (ii) Purpose of the map:

to show the relief and other physical features (both man-made and natural
4



features). (iii) Scale of the map used, Example 1: 50,000, Nature of the
geographical areas and land represented. (iv) The nature of the
geographical area affected the map composition because some of the
features were not clearly seen due to highlands, lowlands and manmade
features, which became obstacle to other features like rivers, buildings and
vegetation cover, which were either at the back of the other features or
were not clearly seen; (v) Level of technology, The map has been prepared
using old technology and hence has few features compared to the maps
drawn using modern technology, like computers and satellite images.

In part (g), they calculated the time that the bus would reach at Kibaoni
and concluded that the bus will arrive at Kibaoni at 11:34 am, as it has
been portrayed in extract 1.1, which is a sample of a correct response for
question 1.
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Extract 1.1: A sample of the correct response for question 1

Additionally, the majority of the candidates (69.90%) who scored 7 to
145 marks had moderate knowledge and skills on the topic of
Topographic Map Interpretation. In part (a), some candidates correctly
outlined one way used to show relief of the mapped area, while others
outlined colouring and hachure methods as the way used to present relief
features in the area, which was incorrect. In part (b), some candidates
managed to measure the distance of the road from grid reference 260006
to 323059, but they failed to calculate the distance of the road in the
mapped area in kilometres due to a lack of mathematical skills.



In part (c), some candidates identified the major economic activities in the
area, but they failed to provide correct evidence which illustrates the
identified economic activities in the mapped area. Some mentioned
transportation as the major economic activity, which was incorrect. In part
(d), some of the candidates identified the type of drainage pattern but
failed to clarify its relationship to relief in the region, while others
identified the wrong drainage pattern found in the mapped area.

In part (e), some candidates identified a few factors that influenced
population in the mapped area, while others mixed correct and incorrect
factors, such as the drainage system, soil, social services and relief, as the
factors that have influenced the population distribution of the area. In
those answers provided, the correct ones were relief and social services. In
part (f), some candidates mixed up correct and incorrect factors which
affected the composition of the given map, while other candidates wrote
incorrect answers like key, title, latitude and content of the map. In part
(9), some candidates found the distance from Mandera to Kibaoni as 8 cm
but failed to find the time that the bus will reach Kibaoni, while others
failed to calculate both the distance and time.

On the other hand, 10,161 (13.73%) candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks
had inadequate knowledge of Topographical Map Interpretation skills. In
part (a), some candidates outlined one way which was used to show relief
in the mapped area, while others presented incorrect methods of
presenting relief on the map, such as spot height, colouring, benchmarks,
hill shading and hachuring, because these methods of presenting relief on
topographical maps have not been used in that particular map.

In part (b), they failed to calculate the distance of the road because of
insufficient mathematical skills for calculating. Some candidates provided
the map distance but failed to change it into kilometres by using the map
scale. For example, one candidate measured correctly the length of the
road as 18.4 cm; when converted to scale, the candidate obtained 21.96 km
as the ground distance, which was incorrect.

In part (c), they provided a few economic activities without giving
evidence from the map. Some candidates failed to differentiate between
economic activities and social activities, in such a way that they
mentioned the presence of hospitals, schools and churches as economic
activities. Others mixed economic activities and social activities, such as

9



2.1.2

trading and markets, with the presence of water, roads, schools, hospitals
and dispensaries. In part (d), some candidates identified the type of
drainage pattern but failed to explain its relationship to relief of the
mapped area, while others wrote ;trellis, radial and rectangular drainage
patterns which was incorrect answers.

In part (e), some candidates explained the factors for population change
such as birth, death and migration instead of factors which influenced
population distribution in the mapped area. In part (f), some of the
candidates provided the essentials of the topographical map such as title,
margin, legend, map scale, direction indicator, while others presented
contents found in the topographical map, such as roads, railway,
mountains and valleys, instead of factors affecting the content of
topographical maps.

In part (g), most of the candidates failed to find the time at which the bus
will arrive at Kibaoni because of insufficient mathematical skills in
calculating time by using the location on the map. Some calculated the
map distance from Mandera to Kibaoni with a map scale of 1:50,000
without using the speed of a bus 50 km/hr while others failed to calculate
the time that the bus arrived at Kibaoni.

Question 2: Simple Survey and Map Making

This question demanded the candidates to: (a) explain briefly seven
equipment used in chain survey and (b) draw a well-labelled diagram
showing how one can use the rectangle method to avoid a pond obstacle
in chain survey by using four points.

The question carried a total of 15 marks. It was answered by 23,817
(32.20%) candidates. The general performance was good because 17,310
(72.68%) candidates scored 5.5 marks and above. Further analysis showed
that 7,316 (30.72%) candidates scored 9 to 15 marks, 9,994 (41.96%)
scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks, and 6,507 (27.32%) scored O to 5 marks, as
has been illustrated in Figure 2.

10
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Figure 2: Candidates’ performance for question 2

More analysis showed that 7,316 (30.72%) candidates who scored 9 to 15
marks had sufficient knowledge on the topic of Simple Survey and Map
Making. Those candidates explained seven equipment used in chain
survey in part (a), which are (i) The chain has length of 20 cm or 30 cm
and is made of tempered steel wire; it is used to measure distance on the
ground. (ii) Tape is made from steel strip or fibreglass with a length of
10cm. The tape measures either 20cm or 30cm. It is used to measure on
the ground. (iii) Surveyor’s band: made from a steel strip which is rolled
into a metal frame with a winding handle and a length of 30 m, 50 m or
100 m. It is used to measure long distances. (iv) Cross staff is made of
metal or wood with eye slits at right angles, and used to measure right
angles from the line of traverse. (v) Ranging rods are poles of wood or
light metal 2 m, 2.5m or 3 m long; hey are used to mark points and
aligning straight lines. (vi) Arrows are thin steel skewers for marking
points on the ground. (vii) Pegs are wooden pegs 40mm square and 50cm
long to mark position permanently during survey. (viii) A good quality
notebook about 150 mm by 100 mm spiral-bound at the top. Used for
recording necessary information, (ix) Offset rods are similar to ranging
rods. They are used for aligning the offset over traversing and (x) Abney
level and Clinometer are used for insuring the chain or tape is on
horizontal plane while taking measurements. Most of those candidates
supported their answers with a well-labelled diagram despite the fact that
those diagrams were not one of the requirement of the question.
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In part (b), the candidates drew a well-labelled diagram to show how one
can use a rectangle method in a chain survey to avoid a pond obstacle.
Those candidates followed the right procedures for avoiding a pond
obstacle in a chain survey, which are: Establish points C and D besides the
obstacle along the line of traverse, establish two perpendiculars CE and
DF of equal length to overlap obstacle, measure the distance between E
and F; Then EF to CD and thus distance AB = EF+ DB. Extract 2.1 is a
sample of a correct response for question 2.
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Extract 2.1: A sample of correct response for question 2

In extract 2.1, the candidate explained correctly the equipments used in the
chain survey and correctly drew the diagrams of those equipments
although, the diagrams in 2(a) were extra.

Furthermore, 9,994 (41.96%) candidates who scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks
had moderate knowledge about Simple Survey and Map Making. Some
candidates explained correctly the seven equipments used in a chain
survey but failed to provide good procedures and draw a well labeled
diagram of rectangular method of avoiding a pond obstacle. Others mixed
up correct and incorrect equipments used in chain surveys, such as
umbrellas, abney level, ruler, plumb bob, rubber and pencil.

Conversely, the 6,507 (27.32%) candidates who scored 0 to 5 marks had
little knowledge about Simple Survey and Map Making. The candidates
were not able to explain seven equipment used in a chain survey in part (a)
and failed to draw a well-labelled diagram of the rectangle method of
avoiding a pond obstacle in part (b). Others mentioned the seven
equipment without explanations and provided incorrect procedures for
avoiding a pond obstacle in part (b). Examples of the procedures on how

15



to avoid a pond obstacle in a chain survey were to establish two points,
measure the distance of the established points, put the number of measures
in a, b, c and d, and then calculate the numbers obtained. Those
candidates revealed inadequate knowledge on Simple Survey and Map
Making especially on equipment used in chain survey and the procedure
of avoiding a pond obstacle in chain survey. Extract 2.2 is a sample of an
incorrect response for question 2(b).
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Extract 2.2: A sample of incorrect response for question 2(b)

In extract 2.2, the candidate mentioned and drew methods used to
overcome obstacles in chain surveys, which are right angles, rectangles
and triangular methods, instead of showing the procedures of using a
rectangle method to avoid a pond obstacle in a chain survey.
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2.1.3 Question 3: Field Research Strategies

The question required the candidates to describe nine stages that a
researcher has to follow in order to obtain meaningful information. The
question carried 15 marks.

The question was answered by 50,053 (67.60%) candidates. The general
performance was good since 46,096 (92.09%) candidates scored 5.5 marks
and above. Further analysis showed that 28,173 (56.28%) candidates
scored 9 to 15 marks, 17,923 (35.81%) scored 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 3,957
(7.91%) scored 0 to 5 marks. Figure 3 illustrates the performance of
candidates in this question.

Scores
m0-5
O5.5-85
mo-15

Figure 3: Candidates’ performance for question 3

The majority of the candidates (56.28%) who scored 9 to 15 marks had
adequate knowledge of Field Research Strategies, particularly on the
stages of conducting research. Most of them provided relevant
introductions by defining research as a scientific and systematic process of
collecting, examining, analysing and interpreting data. They described
nine stages of research that a researcher has to follow in order to obtain the
meaningful information, which are formulating the research problem,
literature review, formulation of hypothesis and research questions,
preparing the research design, data collection, data analysis, data
presentation and hypothesis testing, data interpretation and report
writing. The candidates completed the task with a relevant conclusion.
Extract 3.1 is a sample of a correct response for question 3.
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Extract 3.1: A sample of correct response for question 3

Conversely, the 3,957 (7.91%) candidates who scored 0 to 5 marks lacked
sufficient knowledge on Field Research Strategies, particularly on the
stages of conducting research. Some of them misinterpreted the question
by providing the importance of research, which is that it requires solutions
based on scientific studies, is a source of knowledge, existing theories and
concepts, and a basis for government planning and decision-making and
improves practice in production and the market of goods and services.
Other candidates listed the stages of field research without describing
them, while others described the research stages randomly.

Others mixed stages of research with criteria of good research, like
identification of the problem, literature review, research being systematic,
research being logical and empirical, and it should involve data collection
and presentation. This proves that those candidates misinterpreted the
question and thus failed to meet its demand. Extract 2.2 is a sample of
incorrect responses for question 3.
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Extract 3.1: A sample of incorrect response for question 3

In extract 3.1, the candidate explained the qualities of a good research that
are systematic, oriented, selective, objective and confidential instead of the

stages that a researcher has to follow in order to obtain meaningful
information.
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2.1.4 Question 4: Position, Behaviour and Structure of the Earth

The question had the statement that, human life depends much on
atmosphere. The candidates were required to support the statement by
describing four main characteristics of atmosphere and, in five points, to
give its importance.

This question was attempted by 69,947 (94.50%) candidates. The general
performance was good since 66,773 (95.46%) candidates scored 7 marks
and above. The analysis showed that 45,684 (65.31%) candidates scored
12 to 20 marks, 21,089 (30.15%) scored 7 to 11.5 marks and 3,174
(4.54%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks. Figure 4 illustrates performance in
question 4.

70 + 65.31
60 —+
50 —+
40 —+
30 +
20 +

10 + 4.54
0 .
0-65 7-11.5 12-20
Scores

30.15

Percentage of Candidates

Figure 4: Candidates’ performance for question 4

Further data analysis revealed that 45,684 (65.31%) candidates who
scored 12 to 20 marks showed sufficient knowledge and skills on the topic
of Position, Behaviour and Structure of the Earth, particularly on
Atmosphere. For example, one candidate defined atmosphere; as an
envelope of transparent, odourless gases held to the earth by gravitational
attraction. Most of them described the main characteristics of the
atmosphere as follows: it is composed of several gases such as nitrogen,
oxygen and others; it is divided into different layers based on temperature
variations with altitude; it has both mass and weight, which vary with
altitude; the mass and weight are lower at the higher altitude; the gases in
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the atmosphere contain variable quantities of water and solid matter such
as dust and crystals of salt; and there is energy which exists in the
atmosphere, where the source of energy is the sun.

In addition, majority of the candidates in this category explained the
importance of the atmosphere as; Nitrogen and oxygen play a role for
plant growth, respiratory function- oxygen present in the atmosphere
helps human being in the respiration, carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
absorb long wave solar radiation hence heat balance, it plays a key role in
weather patterns and climate, which are vital for agriculture and water
supply in daily life, ozone layer in the atmosphere filters ultra- violet
radiation from the sun, so it shields human and plant life, water vapour
absorb outgoing terrestrial radiation hence help atmosphere energy
balance and dust and crystals of salt present in the atmosphere attract
water for condensation. The candidates finalised with a relevant
conclusion. Extract 4.1 is a sample of a correct response for question 4.
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Extract 4.1: Asample of correct response for guestion 4

Furthermore, the 21,089 (30.15%) candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks
had moderate knowledge of the characteristics and importance of the
atmosphere. Most of them explained two correct characteristics. They also
identified five correct importances of atmosphere but explained them
incorrectly.

On the other hand, the 3,174 (4.54%) candidates who scored 0 to 6.5
marks had inadequate knowledge of the concept of atmosphere. They
provided a relevant introduction but failed to describe the main
characteristics of the atmosphere. Some of them described the
characteristics of the Earth, like it is far from the sun, it rotates on its own
axis and it has water bodies, instead of the characteristics of the
atmosphere.

Few candidates described the structure of the atmosphere and drew the
vertical structure of the atmosphere, such as the troposphere, stratosphere,
mesosphere and thermosphere, instead of the characteristics of the
atmosphere. Another candidate described incorrect characteristics of the
atmosphere, which are that it is a vacuum, the atmosphere is supportive,
the atmosphere is dynamic and the atmosphere is protective. That
indicated that those candidates misconceived the question demand. Extract
4.2 is a sample of an incorrect response for question 4.
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Extract 4.2: A sample of incorrect response for question 4

29

In extract 4.2, the candidate described the layers of the atmosphere, which
are the troposphere, stratosphere, mesosphere and thermosphere, and
drew a vertical structure of the atmosphere to support the responses
instead of explaining four characteristics and four importances of the
atmosphere.



2.1.5 Question 5: Water Masses

The candidates were required to examine five geological structures which
influence the formation of springs with the aid of well-labelled diagrams.
The question carried 20 marks.

This question was attempted by 22,104 (29.90%) candidates. The general
performance was good since 17,313 (78.33%) candidates scored 7 marks
and above. The analysis showed that 10,065 (45.54%) candidates scored
12 to 20 marks, 7,248 (32.79%) scored 7 to 11.5 marks and 4,791
(21.67%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as illustrated in Figure 5.

7-11.5 32.79

Scores

Percentage of Candidates

Figure 5: Candidates’ performance for question 5

Data analysis revealed that 10,065 (45.54%) candidates who scored 12 to
20 marks had adequate knowledge on the topic of Water Masses,
especially on groundwater. Majority of those candidates defined spring as
a natural flow or outflow of water from the ground to the surface. They
correctly examined five geological structures which lead to the formation
of the spring, which are (i) (i) at the foot or bottom of the scarp slope or
deep slope of a cuesta where the water table is exposed, (ii) along a fault
line where a permeable rock layer has been brought against the
impermeable rock layer, (iii) where rocks are jointed, (iv) where a dyke
cuts along the rock strata, (v) in limestone areas, (vi) in depressions, (vii)
in gently sloping alternate layers of impermeable and permeable rocks
and (viii) at the presence of permeable rock lying over impermeable rocks
in a hill or mountain. Moreover, the candidates drew well-labeled
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diagrams describing geological structures that influence the formation of
springs. The variation of their marks was a result of the strengths and

accuracy of their responses. Extract 5.1 is a sample of the correct response
for question 5.
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Furthermore, the 7,248 (32.79%) candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks
portrayed moderate understanding of groundwater, specifically on how the
springs are formed. Most of them explained few correct answers, while
others failed to explain the points correctly, contrarily to the demand of

the question.
On the other hand, 4,791 (21.67%) candidates who scored O to 6 marks

revealed inadequate knowledge on the concept of groundwater,

Extract 5.1: A sample of correct response for question 5

33



specifically on the formation of springs. Some candidates examined few
geological structures which lead to the formation of springs and did not
draw diagrams, while others drew incorrect diagrams. Other candidates
examined incorrect geological structures which lead to the formation of
springs, such as high pressure in the rock, the presence of fissures, and the
presence of hot materials which are associated with volcanicity rather than
the formation of springs. Some of the candidates explained the
geomorphic processes which lead to the formation of Earth landforms
such as volcanic eruption, weathering, mass wasting, faulting and
earthquakes. Most of the candidates misconceived the questions with
different erosional features, but they did not remember where they were
formed. Extract 5.2 is a sample of an incorrect response to question 5.
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Extract 5.2: A sample of incorrect response for question 5

In extract 5.2, the candidate described various features formed due to
geomorphic processes, such as dykes, valleys, craters, calderas and
gullies, instead of the geological structure which leads to the formation of
springs.

Question 6: Study of Soils

The candidates were required to examine eight processes which are
involved in soil formation. The question carried 20 marks.

This question was attempted by 68,709 (92.90%) candidates. The general
performance was good because 61,642 (89.72%) candidates scored 7
marks and above. Data analysis showed that 39,850 (58.00%) candidates
scored 12 to 20 marks, 21,792 (31.72%) scored 7 to 11.5 marks and 7,067
(10.28%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as illustrated in Figure 6.
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Figure 6: Candidates’ performance for question 6

Further data analysis revealed that, 39,850 (58.00%) candidates who
scored 12 to 20 marks had adequate knowledge on the topic of the Study of
Soils. For example, one candidate defined soil as; a layer of organic and
weathered inorganic materials found on the earth’s surface which is
capable of sustaining plant growth. The candidate examined correctly the
processes which are involved in soil formation which are; denudation,
weathering, humification, organic sorting, mineralization, eluviation,
leaching, illuviation,  precipitation, eluviation,  podsolization,
gleying/waterlogging, calcification and salinization. The candidate
finalized the work with a relevant conclusion. Extract 6.1 is a sample of
correct response for question 6.
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Extract 6.1: A sample of correct response for question 6

In contrast, 7,067 (10.29%) candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks had
insufficient knowledge on the topic of the Study of Soils. Some of them
provided relevant introductions but explained incorrect processes of soil
formation, while others explained factors for soil formation, which are
parent rock, organic matter, time and climate. Other candidates explained
the methods of maintaining soil fertility and conserving the environment,
such as afforestation, terraces, crop rotation, mixed farming, mulching,
land reclamation and avoiding overgrazing, instead of the processes of
soil formation. Those incorrect responses showed that the candidates did
not understand the demand of the question. Extract 6.2 is a sample of an

incorrect response for question 6.
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Extract 6.2: A sample of incorrect response for question 6

In extract 6.2, the candidate explained the methods of improving soil
fertility and conserving the environment, which are mulching, terracing,
afforestation, destocking, crop rotation, mixed cultivation and contour
farming, instead of the processes of soil formation.

Question 7: The Dynamic Earth and Consequences

The candidates were required to examine seven merits and four demerits
of glaciated regions in human life. The question carried 20 marks.

This question was attempted by 60,503 (81.20%) candidates. The general
performance was good since 52,923 (87.47%) candidates scored 7 marks
and above. Detailed data analysis showed that 27,249 (45.04%) candidates
scored 12 to 20 marks, 25,674 (42.43%) scored 7 to 11.5 marks and 7,580
(12.53%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as has been illustrated in Figure 7.
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Figure 7: Candidates’ performance for question 7

Further data analysis revealed that 27,249 (45.04%) candidates who
scored 12 to 20 marks portrayed sufficient knowledge on the topic of the
Dynamic Earth and Consequences, specifically on the subtopic of
denudation and deposition. Those candidates provided a relevant
introduction and correctly examined seven merits and four demerits of
glaciated regions in human life. Majority of them defined glaciated
regions as the areas which were once covered by ice or have been covered
by ice up to date which experience erosional and depositional features,
like the Northern part of Europe Russia and Canada.

Moreover, they examined the merits of glaciated regions to human life:
clay plains are very fertile and favourable for agriculture; they provide
sites for hydroelectric power; glaciated regions provide tourist
attractions; they provide good pasture in summer; outwash plains create
recreational centres; they provide habitat for some species like bears; they
provide sites for fish breeding like fjords; they are sources of water
bodies; and they are important in moderating climates. The candidates
examined the demerits of glaciated regions, such as that they lead to soil
erosion, sand and outwash plains are infertile, boulders deposited by
glaciers do obstruct farming and the use of machines, poor drainage is
due to the deposition of moraines and drumlins, the addition of water in
the sea and that they hinder transport and communication like moraines
and ice blocks. Extract 7.1 is a sample of the correct response for question
7.
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Extract 7.1: A sample of a correct response for question 7

On the other hand, 7,580 (12.53%) candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks
revealed inadequate knowledge on the merits and demerits of glaciated
regions to human life. Some candidates examined the features formed in
glaciated regions like cirques, pyramidal peaks, U-shaped valleys,
hanging valleys, erratics and eskers, while others described the features of
karst regions such as caverns, stalactites, stalagmites and hills instead of
the merits and demerits of glaciated regions.

Some of them examined the contributions of glaciation, such as the
formation of lakes, the promotion of the growth of plants, sources of
employment, and sources of international recognition. Other candidates
explained the importance of glaciation as (i) presence of vegetation, (ii)
formation of water sources, (iii) formation of mountains and hills, (iv)
volcanism, (v) increase in temperature, and (vi) increase in diseases.
Others explained incorrect demerits of glaciation, as it leads to
environmental pollution, the eruption of some tropical diseases, and the
destruction of culture, and the area is not safe for human settlement. Most
of the candidates misconceived the question demand.
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2.2

2.2.1

113/2 GEOGRAPHY 2

This paper consisted of seven questions which were set from two topics:
Population and Development and Regional Focal Studies. Questions 1 and
2 were set from the topic of Population and Development, while questions
3,4, 5, 6and 7 were set from the Regional Focal Studies in the following
subtopics: Manufacturing Industry, Livestock Keeping and Management,
Sustainable Use of Fuel and Power, Sustainable Mining, and Sustainable
Use of Forestry Resources. The candidates were required to attempt five
questions, and each question carried 20 marks.

Question 1: Population and Development

The question was compulsory and required the candidate to use eight
points to support the statement that Population explosion is a great social-
economic disaster in Tanzania.

The question was attempted by 73,995 (100%) candidates. The general
performance on this question was good since 72,581 (98.09%) candidates
scored 7 marks and above. The detailed data analysis showed that 62,301
(84.20%) candidates scored 12 to 20, 10,280 (13.89%) scored 7 to 11.5
marks, and 1,414 (1.91%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as illustrated in Figure 8.

90 — 84.20
80 —+
70 +
60 —
50 +
40 +
30 +
20 + 13.89

10 - 191
0 ' I
0-6.5 7-11.5 12-20

Scores

Percentage of Candidates

Figure 8: Candidates’ performance for question 1

Further analysis showed that 62,301 (84.20%) candidates who scored 12
to 20 marks supported correctly the statement that population explosion is
a great social-economic disaster in Tanzania. For example, one candidate
defined population explosion as an unusual, sudden or very rapid increase
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in the number of people compared to the available resources in an area
for a given period of time. The candidate explained eight effects of
population explosion in Tanzania such asit has led to inadequate
provision of social services, it has led to mass unemployment,
Environmental degradation caused by overexploitation of resources,
transport problems like traffic jams, outbreak and rapid spread of many
diseases, rise of crimes, widening poverty margins, increase in
dependence ratio, slowing down of industrial growth and limiting the
chance of industrial expansion. The candidate revealed adequate
knowledge and skills on population issues, as they were well informed.
Extract 8.1 is a sample of a correct response for question 1.
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Extract 8.1: A sample of correct response for question 1

Conversely, 1,414 (1.91%) candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 had insufficient
knowledge on population explosion. Some of them explained the
importance of population explosion, such as that they provide employment
Other candidates explained incorrect causes of
population explosion, like increases in rural-urban migration, poor family
planning, increases in the ageing population, misallocation of resources,
and poor government support, instead of describing how population
explosion is a disaster to social and economic development in Tanzania.

Extract 8.2 is a sample of an incorrect response for question 1.
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Extract 8.2: A sample of incorrect response for question 1

In extract 8.2, the candidate explained the importance of population
explosions, which are improvements in the status of women, provision of
services, increasing employment opportunities, development of
markets, development of towns and cities, development of science and
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2.2.2

technology, improvement of transport and communication and availability
of labour force, instead of explaining how population explosion is a
disaster to the social and economic development of Tanzania.

Question 2: Population and Development

This question required the candidates to explain four physical and four
social factors which influence population migration.

The question was attempted by 66,229 (89.50%) candidates. The general
performance was good since 65,164 (98.39%) candidates scored 7 marks
and above. Further analysis showed that 51,459 (77.70%) candidates
scored 12 to 20 marks, 13,705 (20.69%) scored 7 to 11.5 marks and 1,065
(1.61%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as illustrated in Figure 9.

7-11.5 20.69

Scores

0-6.5 1.61
| I | | |

0 20 40 60 80 100
Perentage of Candidates

Figure 9: Candidates’ performance for question 2

The detailed data analysis showed that 51,459 (77.70%) candidates who
scored 12 to 20 marks understood the question demand. Those candidates
explained correctly four physical and four social factors, which influence
population migration. For example, one candidate defined migration as the
movement of people from one place to another which involves either a
temporary or permanent change of place of residence and crossing a
defined boundary which occurs over time and place. The candidate
explained physical factors for migration, which are good climate, edaphic
factors, relief of an area, natural hazards like earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions, the presence of natural resources like mining places, and pests
and diseases. Moreover, the candidate explained social factors for
migration, which are lack of social services, population pressure, social
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2.2.3

conflicts, family relatives who may attract people to migrate, security
factors, marriages and divorce. The candidate finalised the question with a
relevant conclusion.

On the other hand, the 1,065 (1.61%) candidates who scored 0 to 6.5
marks demonstrated inadequate knowledge and skills about population
migration. Few candidates gave incorrect physical and social factors for
migration. Some of them mixed correct and incorrect factors for
population migration by explaining causes of migration. One candidate
explained the influence of peer pressure, unemployment, poor
infrastructure development, inadequate funds, famine and hunger and
noise pollution as physical and social factors for migration. Another
candidate in the same category explained the physical factors for
population migration as employment opportunity, provision of social
services, political stability, and proper provision of markets, and the social
factors as natural calamities, natur, nature of the soil and geographical
position instead of four physical and four social factors which influence
population migration. Those candidates misconceived the physical, social
and natural factors for population migration. Those responses indicated
that the candidates had limited knowledge about population migration.

Question 3: Manufacturing Industries

The question was Examine eight factors behind rapid and modernized
development of aircraft industry in the United States of America.

The question was attempted by 62,689 (84.70%) candidates. The general
performance was good since 61,887 (98.72%) candidates scored 7 marks
and above. The detailed analysis showed that 51,114 (81.54%) candidates
scored 12 to 20 marks, 10,773 (17.18%) scored 7 to 11.5, and 802 (1.28%)
scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as illustrated in Figure 10.
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Figure 10: Candidates’ performance for question 3

Further analysis indicated that 51,114 (81.54%) candidates who scored
from 12 to 20 marks had sufficient knowledge on the topic of
Manufacturing Industries. Majority of the candidates in this category
provided a correct introduction to manufacturing industries and correctly
examined the factors for the rapid development of the modernised aircraft
industry in the USA, which are research and technology, capital
investment, availability of market, the influence of WWI, WWII, and the
Korean and Vietnam wars, the development of outer space technology, the
commercialisation of American aircraft industries, trust and honesty in
business, good policy, government support and outbreak of cold war.
Extract 10.1 is a sample of correct response for this question.
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Extract 10.1: A sample of correct response for question 3

Moreover, the 10,773 (17.18%) candidates who scored 7 to 11.5 marks
revealed moderate knowledge of the factors causing rapid and modernised
development of aircraft industries in the USA. Some of them explained a
few correct factors. Examples of incorrect factors examined were good
climate conditions, cheap labour and a reliable power supply.

On the other hand, 802 (1.28%) candidates who scored 0 to 6.5 marks
examined few factors behind the rapid and modernised development of
aircraft industries in the USA. Some of the candidates explained the
factors for the development of aircraft industries as the existence of raw
materials, employment opportunities, government expenditure, the
development of iron and steel industries and the improvement of transport
and communication. Some of them explained the incorrect factors for the
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development of aircraft industries as the need for a strong military and
defence force, the need to supply the agricultural products, the presence of
a high and developed iron and steel industry, an abundance of fuel and
power supply and the presence of a lot of experts in the field. Other
candidates explained the factors behind the modernisation of the iron and
steel industry in the USA as the presence of labour, the presence of other
engineering industries, science and research and the availability of raw
materials. Others explained incorrect factors behind the rapid and
modernised development of aircraft industries in the USA, which are
shortage of capital investments, low level of science and technology,
competition from other countries, inadequate transport and
communication systems, insufficient raw materials, shortage of skilled
labour and unskilled labour, inadequate good government support and
shortage of reliable markets. Extract 10.2 is an illustration of incorrect
response for question 3.
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Extract 10.2: A sample of incorrect response for question 3

In extract 10.2, the candidate explained factors which hinder the
development of aircraft industries, which are shortage of capital, shortage
of raw materials, low level of science and technology, competition from
other countries, shortage of market, shortage of skilled labour, and poor
government support, instead of factors which enhance the modernisation
of aircraft industries in the USA.

Question 4: Livestock Keeping and Management

The question demanded the candidates to explain three characteristics of
sedentary livestock farming and give six problems facing livestock
farming in Tanzania.

The question was answered by 16,562 (22.40%) candidates. The general
performance was good since 16,236 (98.03%) candidates scored 7 marks
and above. The detailed analysis showed that 13,506 (81.55%) candidates
scored 12 to 20 marks, 2,730 (16.48%) scored 7 to 11.5 marks and 326
(1.97%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as illustrated in Figure 11.
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Figure 11: Candidates’ performance for question 4

Further data analysis showed that 13,506 (81.55%) candidates who scored
12 to 20 marks had sufficient knowledge on the topic of Livestock Keeping
and Management specifically on the subtopic of sedentary livestock
keeping. For example, one candidate defined livestock keeping as farming
that deals with keeping domesticated animals, birds, and insects. It is the
practice of keeping domesticated animals, such as cattle, goats, sheep,
pigs, and poultry. The candidate defined sedentary livestock keeping as
the process that involves keeping livestock in a permanent place. It is also
known as zero grazing. Furthermore, the candidate explained the
characteristics of sedentary livestock farming/keeping, which are that it
involves high productivity as the method uses more advanced technology,
there are few numbers of livestock which can be easily assisted, the
livestock are kept in sheds so as to feed them easily, there is disease
control, small land is required, it enables the keepers to engage in other
economic activities such as trade, and it enables environmental
conservation as livestock do not move from one place to another.

Moreover, the candidate described the problems which face livestock
keeping in Tanzania which are; shortage of grazing areas for large stocks,
high prevalence of pests and diseases, population pressure, loss of water
and grazing areas, lack of financial resources for water construction and
harvesting equipment, low genetic potentials of the indigenous species for
meat and milk production, lack of guaranteed securing land tenure and
appropriate mechanization for land acquisition resulting to social conflict,
62



inadequate and weak extension and research services and dissemination of
appropriate and suitable technology aimed at increasing livestock
productivity, poor extension services at local levels due to insufficient
experts, weak baseline information on livestock keeping, inadequate
research facilities, inadequate participation of private sector and land use
constraints. The candidate ended the essay with a relevant conclusion.
Extract 11.1 is a sample of a correct response for question 4.
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Extract 11.1: A sample of correct response for question 4

Conversely, few candidates (1.97%) who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks

revealed insufficient knowledge on sedentary livestock keeping in

Tanzania, as they failed to meet the demand of the question. Most of them
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2.2.5

mixed correct and incorrect characteristics; some explained only a few
characteristics, while others explained a few correct problems facing
livestock keeping in Tanzania. For example, one candidate explained three
characteristics of nomadic livestock keeping, such as that it involves
shifting from one place to another, it is not permanent and it is seasonal,
instead of explaining the characteristics of sedentary livestock keeping.

Question 5: Sustainable Use of Fuel and Power
The question had a statement that ‘Petroleum is widely produced in the

world today.” The candidates were required to evaluate the importance of
this resource in the world economy by giving eight points.

The question was attempted by 47,365 (64.00%) candidates. The general
performance was good since 46,751 (98.71%) scored 7 marks and above.
The detailed analysis showed that 38,075 (80.39%) candidates scored 12
to 20 marks, 8,676 (18.32%) scored 7 to 11.5, and 614 (1.29%) scored 0 to
6.5 marks. Figure 11 illustrates performance in question 5.

7-11.5 18.32

Scores

0-65 1.29

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percentage of Candidates

Figure 11: Candidates’ performance for question 5

Further data analysis indicated that 38,075 (80.39%) candidates who
scored 12 to 20 marks had sufficient knowledge on the topic of
Sustainable Use of Fuel and Power, specifically on petroleum. Majority of
the candidates in this category defined petroleum as fossil energy, which is
widely used by most people worldwide in the industries, commerce,
agriculture and other fields. They explained eight importance of
petroleum in the world economy which are; it is the source of energy to
industries, petroleum supply lubricant to be used in the vehicles of all
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kind, it facilitates the development of transport and communication, it is
the source of raw materials for the production of several chemicals,
perfumes and coloring (paints), increases foreign currency, it is the source
of employment, reduces reforestation for firewood and charcoal it is
environmental friendly, leads to the development of trade, leads to
development of industries, stimulates development of towns and cities also
encourages development of other social services like school and hospitals
around those center which produce that energy. Extract 12.1 is a sample
of a correct response for question 5.
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Extract 12.1: A sample of correct response for question 5

Conversely, few candidates (1.29%) who scored 0 to 6.5 marks evaluated
the importance of petroleum in the world economy. Some candidates
mixed correct and incorrect importance. Examples of incorrect importance
provided by one candidate were cheap labour, poor science and
technology, unskilled labour force, lack of capital and unreliable rainfall.
Most of the candidates in this category failed to interpret the demand of
the question. Extract 12.2 is a sample of an incorrect response for question

5.
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Extract 12.2: A sample of incorrect response for question 5

In extract 12.2, the candidate failed to provide a relevant introduction and
explained factors which led to the development of petroleum, such as
government support, the influence of foreign policy and good
infrastructure, instead of explaining the importance of petroleum in the
world economy. Furthermore, the candidate faced a language barrier.

71



2.2.6 Question 6: Sustainable Mining

The question was Despite its importance for economic development,
mining industry has a lot of problems. With reference to Tanzania,
examine eight problems caused by this sector.

This question was attempted by 66,473 (89.80%) candidates. The general
performance was good because 61,556 (92.60%) candidates scored 7
marks and above. The detailed analysis showed that 51,604 (77.63%)
candidates scored 12 to 20 marks, 9,952 (14.97%) scored 7 to 11.5 marks
and 4,917 (7.40%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as illustrated in Figure 12.
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Figure 12: Candidates’ performance for question 6

More analysis revealed that 51,604 (77.63%) candidates who scored 12 to
20 marks had adequate knowledge on the topic of Sustainable Mining.
Those candidates presented their ideas correctly by examining the
problems caused by mining sector. For example one candidate examined
the problems caused by mining sector as; water pollution, high population
pressure in mining centers, death of miners due to accident, decline in
other sectors of the economy since many people rush to mining sectors, it
has led to occurrence of political conflicts and civil strike , rapid decline
or exhaustion of the mineral deposits because of the over exploitation,
brutal treatment of the local miners where some of them are killed brutally
and others are forced out of mining centers to let foreign or private
companies to operate, very poor condition of workers in mining centers,
long term tax release to the mining companies which leads to loss of
government revenues, loss of biological diversity, airborne diseases, noise
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pollution and land degradation. Extract 13.1 is an illustration of a correct
response for this question.
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Extract 13.1: A sample of correct response for question 6

On the other hand, the 4,917 (7.40%) candidates who scored 0 to 6.5
portrayed inadequate knowledge on the problems caused by the mining
sector. Some provided few problems with insufficient explanations; others
mixed correct and incorrect problems caused by the mining sector.
Examples of incorrect responses provided by the candidates were such as
lack of science and technology, lack of capital, lack of skilled labour, poor
infrastructure, shortage of market, poor mining policies, shortage of areas
for investments, and high competition from other countries.

Others had poor essay writing skills. Some of the candidates
misinterpreted the question by explaining factors which hinder the
development of the mining sector, such as lack of a reliable market, lack
of enough power supply, communication network problems, lack of
enough professionals, lack of enough capital, poor infrastructure and poor
government policy, instead of problems caused by the mining sector in
Tanzania. These candidates failed to interpret the demand of the question,
which made them score lower marks. Extract 13.2 is a sample of an
incorrect response for question 6.
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In extract 13.2, the candidate misconceived the question by explaining the
factors which hinder the development of the mining industry, which are
poorly developed infrastructures, capital intensity, lack of enough power
supply, lack of good and well technology, poor support from the
government, lack of a good and reliable market and poor transport and

Extract 13.2: A sample of a part of incorrect response for question 6

communication, instead of problems caused by mining sector.
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2.2.7 Question 7: Sustainable Use of Forestry

The question had a statement that, Canada is the best model for the
development of the timber industry. The candidates were required to
describe eight lessons that can be learnt from Canada for the future
prosperity of the timber industry in Tanzania.

This question was attempted by 36,496 (49.30%) candidates. The general
performance was good because 35,709 (97.84%) candidates scored 7
marks and above. The detailed analysis showed that 32,645 (89.45%)
candidates scored 12 to 20 marks, 3,064 (8.39%) scored 7 to 11.5 marks
and 787 (2.16%) scored 0 to 6.5 marks, as illustrated in Figure 13.

7-11.5 8.39

Scores

0-6.5 2.16

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percentage of Candidates

Figure 13: Candidates’ performance for question 7

More data analysis showed that 32,645 (89.45%) candidates who scored
12 to 20 marks revealed sufficient knowledge on the topic of Sustainable
Use of Forestry. Majority of those candidates in this category provided a
relevant introduction that the timber industry is the activity which involves
the production of timber and other processes associated with timber
production. They described eight lessons that can be learnt from Canada
for the future prosperity of the timber industry in Tanzania, which are
improvement of infrastructure, sufficient capital to be invested in the
sector, a peaceful political atmosphere due to government stability, the
presence of different species of great value which are well adapted to the
climate, strong population control which reduces forest disturbances, a
reliable supply of power from the hydroelectric power plants, efficient
timber marketing and export strategies, and improved forest education
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training and capacity building. The candidates finalised with an
appropriate conclusion, as it has been illustrated in extract 14.1, which is a
sample of a correct response for question 7.
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Extract 14.1: A sample of correct response for question 7

On the other hand, the 787 (2.16%) candidates who scored from 0 to 6.5
marks revealed inadequate knowledge of the concept of the timber
industry. Some provided insufficient explanations for the concepts tested.
Some mixed correct and incorrect explanations about the lessons that
Tanzania has to learn from Canada. Others misconceived the question. For
example one candidate provided the importance of the timber industry,
which is that it is a source of raw materials, a source of timber, gives an
international reputation, brings a source of foreign exchange and creates
employment, instead of the lesson that Tanzania learns from Canada for
future prospects of the timber industry. This indicated that those
candidates failed to interpret the question's demand. Extract 1.2 is a
sample of an incorrect response for question 7.
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Extract 14.2: A sample of incorrect response for question 7

84



3.0

In extract 14.2, the candidate described the importance of the timber
industry, which is a source of raw materials, a source of building
materials, a creator of employment opportunities, a diversifier of other
economic sectors, an improver of trade activities, an improver of transport
and communication and a source of foreign exchange, instead of lessons
that can be learnt from Canada for the future prosperity of the timber
industry in Tanzania.

PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES IN EACH TOPIC

The analysis of the candidates’ performance for each topic revealed that,
they performed well in all 13 examined topics. The candidates
performance in each topic was as follows: Manufacturing industries
(98.72%), Sustainable Use of Fuel and Power (98.70%), Population and
Development (98.24%), Livestock Keeping and Management (98.03%),
Sustainable Use of Forestry (97.84%), Position Behavior and Structure of
the Earth (95.46%), Sustainable Mining (92.60%), Field Research
Strategies (92.09%), Study of Soils (89.70%), The dynamic Earth and
Consequences (87.50%), Topographical Map Interpretation (86.27%),
Water Masses (78.23%) and Simple Survey and Map Making (72.68%).

Good performance of candidates was due to good understanding of the
questions demands, good mastery of subject matter, ability to follow
required examination instructions, good proficiency in the English
language, and good essay writing skills. Those qualities enabled the
candidates to give correct answers, clear explanations and meaningful
sentences.

The reasons that made the candidates have average performance were
providing fewer points than those required by the question, mentioning
correct points without satisfactory explanations and mixing correct and
incorrect answers. Also, the inability of the candidates to calculate
different mathematical tasks and draw different diagrams.

The comparison of the candidates’ performance between the Advanced
Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 2024 and 2025
in Geography subject showed that, the candidates had good performance
in all 13 topics tested in both years. However, in 2025 the performance of
candidates increased by 0.02% compared to that of 2024.
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4.0
4.1

4.2

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Conclusion

Generally, the performance in Geography subject for the Advanced
Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) 2025 was good
across all 13 topics. According to the analysis, the candidates’ good
performance was due to their ability to understand the demand of the
questions, sufficient knowledge in the subject matter tested, good essay
writing skills and English language proficiency, which helped them to
write correct responses.

Recommendations

Referring to the observations made from the Candidates Item Response
Analysis (CIRA) report 2025, the performance of the candidates was good
in all examined topics, and most of the candidates had good performance,
respectively.

For more improvement in performance of the upcoming candidates in the
Geography subject it is recommended that:

@) Teachers should put more emphasis on teaching practical-
orientated topics such as Topographical Map Interpretation and
Simple Survey and Map Making where students are supposed to
undergo practical activities so as to gain skills of calculating,
measuring and drawing different geographical phenomena.

(b) Teachers should emphasise students using the English language
when responding to different geographical occasions; this will help
them to become more competent in using correct grammar and
hence improve their performance.
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Appendix:
Comparison of Candidates’ Performance by Topic in 2024 and 2025 Years

2024 2025
bl
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1. | Manufacturing
industries

2. Sustainable Use of
Fuel and Power

3. | Population and
Development

4. | Livestock Keeping
and Management

5. | Sustainable Use of
Forestry

6. Position Behavior
and Structure of
the Earth

7. | Sustainable Mining

8. Field Research
Strategies

9. | Study of Soils

10. | The dynamic Earth
and Consequences

11. | Topographical
Map Interpretation

12. | Water Masses

13. | Simple Survey and
Map Making

14. | Space Dynamics

15. | Sustainable

Fishing

16. | Application of
Statistics in
Geography

17. | Transport and
Communication
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