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FOREWORD 

This report presents the Candidates’ Item Response Analysis Report (CIRA) for 
the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) in the 
Arabic Language subject which was conducted in May, 2022. It is a summative 
evaluation intending to provide feedback to all education stakeholders on the 
factors which influenced the candidates’ performance in the subject. 

The focus of the analysis was on the factors which indicate the candidates’ 
performance in the Arabic Language subject. The candidates with high 
performance had adequate knowledge of the basic concepts of Arabic Language. 
These candidates had the competences in the appropriate use of the Language for 
different audiences and purposes; they were able to read, write, appreciate and 
analyse literary works and write a variety of Arabic Language texts critically as 
presented in different sources. However, the candidates who scored average and/or 
low marks faced some difficulties in answering questions such as failure to 
interpret the questions’ demands, weak mastery of Arabic Language and 
insufficient knowledge of the concepts tested. 

It is our expectation that all educational stake holders will use the feedback 
provided and recommendations suggested in this report to improve the teaching 
and learning to the prospective candidates in the future examinations administered 
by the Council. 

The Council would like to appreciate the examinations officers, statisticians and all 
those who participated in writing this report. 
 

 
Athumani S. Amasi 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report presents an analysis of the performance of the candidates in the 

Arabic Language who sat for the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examination (ACSEE) which was conducted in May 2022.  

 

This Examination consisted of two (2) papers, which are Arabic Language 

paper 1 and paper 2. Each paper had eight (8) questions distributed in two (2) 

sections, namely section A and B. The candidates were required to choose four 

(4) questions in section A and two (2) questions in section B. Each question in 

section A carried fifteen (15) marks and each question in section B carried 

twenty (20) marks. The aim was to test the candidates’ Arabic Language skills 

in comprehension, grammar, language use, morphology, composition, rhetoric, 

response to readings and literature. 

 

The candidates’ performance in each question is presented by indicating the 

task of each question, the expected responses and how the candidates 

responded. Samples of responses extracted from the candidates’ scripts have 

been attached in order to show how the candidates responded. 

 

The three categories of performance have been used in the analysis of the 

candidates’ performance per question. Based on this analysis, if the 

performance ranges from 60 to 100 per cent, it is considered as good and is 

represented by the green colour, performance ranging from 35 to 59 is average 

and this is represented by the yellow colour, and from 0 to 34 per cent is weak 

performance which is represented by the red colour.  

The candidates who sat for the Arabic Language subject examination in May 

2022 were 219 out of which 93.61 per cent passed and 6.39 per cent failed. 

These results indicate that the 2022 performance has increased by 18.61 per 

cent compared to the performance for the year of 2021.  

It is expected that the report will be useful to all educational stakeholders and 

will enable teachers and students to improve the teaching and learning process 

in the Arabic Language subject. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES IN EACH QUESTION 

IN ARABIC LANGUAGE PAPER 1 

2.1 Section 1: Short Answer Questions 

This section had five questions. The candidates were required to attempt four 

(4) questions. Each question weighed fifteen (15) marks. 

2.1.1 Question 1: Reading Passage and Answering Questions 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question was set from the 

topic of Comprehension. It tested the candidates’ ability to read and 

comprehend the given passage.  

In part (a), the candidates were required to read the passage and answer 

the following five (5) items.  

1) ( ئة؟ماذا تهدّد مشكلات تلوث البي ) “What threatens the problems of 

environmental pollution?” 

2) ( في الإنسان، وفي البيئة التي يحيا فيها؟ له أسوأ الأثر ما الأمر الذي كان ) “What 

has had the worst impact and the protection of the environment in 

which they live? 

3) ( ؟وضوع حماية البيئة من التلوثملماذا ازداد الاهتمام في العقد الأخير ب ) “Why has 

increased interest in the issue of environmental protection from 

pollution in the last decade?” 

4) ( العوامل التي تؤدي إلى تلوث البيئة اكتب اثنين من ) “Write two factors that 

lead to environmental pollution?” 

5) ( ؟ئة عليها مسؤولية كل إنسان؟ ولماذايهل حماية الب ) “Is protecting the 

environment the responsibility of every human being? And why” 

 

In part (b), the candidates were instructed to use each of the given 

verbs (ّجرى، شرب، انفجر، تعرّض، تغير) “ran, drink, burst, exposure, 

change” in a meaningful sentence. 

 

This question was attempted by 122 (55.7%) candidates, out of whom 

60.7 per cent scored from 9 to 15 marks. Moreover, 28.6 per cent 

scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and only 10.3 per cent scored from 2 to 5 

marks. The analysis shows that the overall candidates’ performance in 

this question was good since 89.3 per cent scored from average and/or 

above. The performance is summarised in Figure 1. 
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       Figure 1: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 1 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that the candidates 

who performed well in this question understood the requirements of the 

question and provided the correct answers to both parts (a) and (b). For 

example, one of the candidates provided his/her answers to the five 

items in part (a) as follows:  

 Environmental pollution“ (تهددد مشدكلات تلدوث البيئدة سدلامة الحيدار البشدريةّ) (1

problems threaten the safety of the human life’’. 

 War“ (الحرب هو الأمر الذي كان له أسوأ الأثر في الإنسان وفي البيئة التي يحيا فيها) (2

is the thing that had the impact on people and the environment in 

which they live.  

 Because“ (لأن البيئة تتعرض لمزيد من البعث الذي أدّى إلدى ههدوم مشدكلات عديددر) (3

the environment was exposed to more tampering, which led to the 

emergency of many problems”. 

4) ( الاستعمال الخاطئ لبعض المواد في مجال  من العوامل التي تؤدي إلى تلوث البيئة هي:

والحددروب الزماعددة ) “Among the factors that lead to environmental 

pollution are; misusing of some materials in the field of agriculture 

and wars”. 
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نعدد ، بسددبب هددي الأمض التددي يحيددا الإنسددان فيهددا، وي كددل مددن خيراتهددا ويسددتفيد مددن ) (5

 Because it is the land in which the people live and eat from its“ (نعيمهدا

bounties and benefit from its bliss”. 

In part (b), one of the candidates were able to use the given verbs ( ،جرى

 ran, drink, burst, exposure, change” in a“ (شددرب، انفجددر، تعددرّض، تغيدّدر

meaningful sentence as follows: 

 .”The dog ran for fear of the lion“ (جرى الكلب خوفا من الأسد) (1

 ”.The elephant drank river water“ (شرب الفيل ماء النهر) (2

 ”.Mountain exploded“ (انفجر الجبل) (3

 The president faced a large“ (تعدرّض الدرسيلا لازدهدام شدديد مدن الجمدداهير) (4

crowd.” 

 ”.The colour of hair has changed“ (تغيرّ لون الشعر) (5

This shows that the candidates had sufficient vocabulary and good 

command of the Arabic Language. Extract 1.1 is a sample of a 

candidate’s good response.  
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Extract 1.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 1 

In Extract 1.1, the candidate provided correct answers to the items as 

required by the passage.  
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Further analysis of the candidates’ responses in this question shows that 

candidates had an average performance. Some of them were able to 

provide two or three correct answers for both parties (a) and (b). Other 

candidates could only provide two or three correct answers for one part 

among two parts particularly part (a) and left items of part (b) 

unanswered. This shows that the candidates lacked sufficient vocabulary 

in the Arabic Language.  

Despite all that, there were few candidates (10.7%) with weak 

performance in this question. Most of them failed to comprehend the 

passage. As a result, they copied words of the questions and made them 

answers without considering meaning and demands of the question. 

Some of them repeated the questions without answering it. This was due 

to poor mastery of Arabic Language and few of them left the questions 

unanswered. 

For example, in item (a-1), one of the candidates wrote reasons led to 

environmental pollution problems instead of threats from environmental 

pollution problems as follows: ( دّى إلددى ههددوم مشددكلات لمزيددد مددن البعددث الددذي أ

 For more resurrection, which led to the emergency of many“ (عديددر

problems” where the correct should be as follows: ( تهدد مشدكلات تلدوث البيئدة

 Environmental pollution problems threaten the safety“ (سلامة الحيار البشدريةّ

of the human life’’. 

Moreover, in item (a-3), one of the candidates wrote his/her responses 

for repeating the same words from the question as follows: ( ازداد الاهتمدام

 The last decade has increased“ (في العقدد الأخيدر بموضدوع حمايدة البيئدة مدن التلدوث

interest in the issue of environmental protection from pollution” instead 

of لأن البيئة تتعرض لمزيد من البعث الذي أدّى إلى ههوم مشدكلات عديددر) “Because the 

environment was exposed to more tampering, which led to the 

emergency of many problems”. 

Furthermore, in part (b), some candidates could not use the given verbs 

 ran, drink, burst, exposure, change” in a“ (جرى، شرب، انفجر، تعرّض، تغيرّ)

meaningful sentence. Some of them left the questions unanswered. Other 

candidates provided meaningless sentences. For example, one of the 

candidates provided his/her answers as follows:  
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In item (a-3), (انفجر معل  مدمسته) “Teacher exploded his school” this 

sentence is completely useless because, the word (انفجر) means ‘burst or 

exploded or split’. In that context, the correct use of this word should be 

as follows: (انفجر المعل  ضاحكا في مدمسته) “Teacher burst out laughing at his 

school”.  

 

In item (b-4), (تعرض الحاك  يبني البيت) “The ruler exposed builds a house” 

this sentence is ungrammatical because, the verb (تعرّض) “Exposure” 

should be followed by the preposition ( أو في إلى أو ل ) “for or to or in”. In 

addition, the verb should not be followed by the Present Tense as it is 

not in the verbs of defective verbs. In that context, the correct use of this 

sentence should be as follows: ( بالصعوبة بناء البيت لحاك  فيتعرض ا ) “The 

ruler struggled with the construction of the house”. 

 

In item (b-5), (تغير حامد اللبلا مع أخيه), this sentence is absolutely useless 

because the verb given (ّتغير) “Change” was in an active sentence. 

Therefore, the correct use of this sentence should be “( تغير لباس حامد

 .”Ali and Ahmad’s clothes changed“ (وأخيه

 

Another example, one of the candidates provided his/her answers as 

follows: 

 

In item (b-4), (تعرض فاطمة معلمه), this sentence is also ungrammatical 

because, it did not indicate any facing of the verb (تعرّض) “Exposure”. 

The correct use of this sentence should be ( إلى غضب معلمها تعرضت فاطمة ) 

“Fatima faced with the anger of her teacher”. 

 

In item (b-5), (تغير عن أكل الطعام), this sentence is unacceptable because, 

the word (تغير) “Change” is not followed by any preposition. For that 

context, the correct use of this sentence should be (تغير وقت أكل الطعام) 

“The time of eating food has changed”. 

 

These candidates manifested lack of sufficient vocabulary and a poor 

mastery of the Arabic Language. Extract 1.2 is a sample of a weak 

response. 
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                  Extract 1.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 1 

Extract 1.2 shows responses from a candidate who provided his/her 

incorrect answers because he/she did not consider demands and 

meaning of the question.  

2.1.2 Question 2: Rules of the Arabic Grammar 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question aimed at testing 

the candidates’ ability to identify and analyse the rules used in the given 

sentences. This question was set from the topic of Arabic grammar.  

 

In part (a), the candidates were instructed to identify rules used in the 

following underlined words from the given sentences:  

 

 ”?How many days a week“ (ك  يوما في الأسبوع؟) (1

 

 Students returned from school except“ (عاد الطلبة من المدمسة إلّا  إبراهي ) (2

Ibrahim”. 

 

 .”The thief walked with the wall“ (سام اللصّ والجدام) (3

 

 .”The tree is full of fruits“ (امتلأت الشجرر ثمرا) (4

 

 .”Students stood in front of the teachers“ (وقف الطلاب أمام الأساتذر) (5
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In part (b), the candidates were required to change (النعوت السببية) causal 

adjectives into (النعوت الحقيقية) true adjectives in the following sentences:  

 

 .”The man came whose son is polite“ (جاء الرجل المهذّب ابنه) (1

 

 The child took the car, its colour is“ (مكب الطفل السيامر جميل لونها) (2

beautiful”. 

 

 .”Parents of these students are bright“ (هؤلاء طالبات عاقلة أمهاتهنّ ) (3

 

 .”This room’s windows are opened“ (هذه غرفة مفتحة نوافذها) (4

 

 .”I climbed a tree, its trunk is thick“ (تسلّقت شجرر غليظا جذعها) (5

 

This question was attempted by 188 (85.8%) candidates, of them, 53.2 

per cent scored from 9 to 15 marks. Additionally, 31.9 per cent scored 

from 5.5 to 8.5 marks. Moreover, 14.9 per cent scored from 0 to 5 

marks. The overall candidates’ performance in the question is 

summarised in Figure 2. 

 

      Figure 2: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 2 

The candidates performed well in this question. These candidates were 

able to identify rules used in the underlined words and change ( النعوت

 true adjectives in the (النعوت الحقيقية) causal adjectives into (السببية

sentences given. This shows that the candidates had adequate 



10 

 

knowledge of the uses of Arabic principles. For example, in part (a), 

one of the candidates provided his/her answers as follows:  

 

1) ( تمييز منصوب وعلامة نصبه فتحة هاهرر = يوما  (“It is discrimination in 

subjective case” 

 

      ( اس  مجروم بفي وعلامة جره كسرر هاهرر = علأسبوا ) “It is a preposition in 

a genitive case” 

 

2) ( أدار الاستثناء= إلّا  ) “It is a particle of exception”. 

( مستثنى منصوب وعلامة نصبه فتحة هاهرر =إبراهي  ) “It is exception in 

accusative case”. 

 

3) ( فعل الماض مبني على الفتح = سام ) “It is a past tense based on fat-ha”. 

     ( الددواو: واو المعيددة والجدددام: مفعددول معدده منصددوب بالفتحددة الظدداهرر =والجدددام ) 

“And” means together with and the “Wall” is a “Concomitant 

object” in accusative case. 

 

4) ( فاعل مرفوع وعلامة مفعه ضمة هاهرر =الشجرر ) “It is a subject in 

nominative case”. 

      ( تمييز منصوب وعلامة نصبه فتحة هاهرر =ثمرا ) “It is a discrimination in 

accusative case.” 

 

5) ( منصوب بالفتحة الظاهرر وهو مضاف هرف المكان =أمام ) “It is an adverb of 

place in accusative case”. 

       ( مضاف إليه مجروم وعلامة جره كسرر هاهرر = الأساتذر ) “It is an al-

mudhafu ilayhi in genitive case. 

 

In part (b), one of the candidates provided correct answers as it is 

exemplified below:  

 

  .”The polite man came“ (جاء الرجل المهذّب) (1

2) ( ةمكب الطفل السيامر الجميل ) “The child took the beautiful car”. 

  .”These are bright students“ (هؤلاء طالبات عاقلة) (3

4) ( مفتحة هذه غرفة ) “This room is opened”.  

5) ( ةتسلّقت شجرر غليظ ) “I climbed a thick tree”. 

This shows that the candidates had good command of the Arabic 

Language and were familiar with the topic of the Adjective. Extract 2.1 

is a sample of a good response.  
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                           Extract 2.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 2 

Extract 2.1 shows responses from a candidate who managed to identify 

rules used in the underlined words from the given sentences. 

Furthermore, he/she changed (النعوت السببية) causal adjectives into ( النعوت

 .true adjectives in the sentences given as required (الحقيقية

 

Further analysis shows that there were candidates who performed 

averagely. Most of them managed to provide correct answers to the item 

(a-1) in the word (الأسبوع) “Week” and item (a-3) in the word (سام) 

“Walked”. For example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: ( ع لأسبوا

 It is a preposition in a genitive“ (= اس  مجروم بفي وعلامة جره كسرر هاهرر

case” and ( فعل الماض مبني على الفتح سام = ) “It is a past tense based on fat-

ha”. Additionally, they were able to change partially (النعوت السببية) 

causal adjectives into (النعوت الحقيقية) true adjectives. For example, one of 

the candidates changed this sentence (مكب الطفل السيامر جميل لونها) “The 

child took the car, its colour is beautiful” as follows: ( مكب الطفل السيامر

مكب الطفل السيامر ) The child took the beautiful car” instead of“ (الجميل

ةالجميل ) “The child took the beautiful car” because (النعوت الحقيقية) true 
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adjectives should follow all the conditions of the praised one like 

singular or plural or article. 

 

On the contrary, the candidates whose performances were weak failed to 

identify correct principles used in the ten underlined words given. 

Furthermore, they were unable to change one or two of ( ت السدببيةالنعدو ) 

causal adjectives into (النعدوت الحقيقيدة) true adjectives. Other candidates 

left the questions unanswered. Hence, these candidates attained weak 

performance. 

 

In item (a-1), for example, one of the candidates wrote that a word (اليدوم) 

‘Day’ as ( فعول بهم ) ‘Objective’ instead of (تمييز منصدوب) “discrimination in 

subjective case”’. Another example, one of the candidates identified as 

 discrimination in“ (تمييدز منصدوب) Adverb of time’ instead of‘ (هدرف الزمدان)

subjective case”’ for assumption that the subject case is for the object as 

well as the subject case is for the adverb of time.  

 

In item (a-2), for example, one of the candidates wrote that a word ( إلّا) 

“Except” is (اس  مجروم) one of the preposition instead of (أدار الاسدتثناء) is a 

particle of exception and (إبراهي  اسد  مجدروم) Ibrahimu is a preposition in a 

genitive case” instead of (مسددتثنى منصددوب) an exception in accusative 

case”. Another example, one of the candidates wrote that a word ( إلّا) 

“Except” is (الحدال) a condition instead of ( اءأدار الاسدتثن ) is a particle of 

exception. Then, (إبراهي  اسد  مجدرد) Ibrahimu is an abstract noun instead of 

 an exception in accusative case”. Those candidates (مسددتثنى منصددوب)

lacked sufficient knowledge of Arabic rules. Finally, they wrote 

incorrect answers. 

 

In item (a-3), for example, one of the candidates provided her answers as 

follows: (الدواو) “And” as (حدرف العطدف) “Conjunction” instead of (المعيدة) 

“Together with” and (الجدددام) “Wall” as (مفعددول بدده منصددوب) “Object in 

subjective case” instead of (مفعددول معدده) “Concomitant object”. This 

candidate failed because he/she did not know that a conjunction (الدواو) 

“And” depends on the position placed to be as (حدددرف العطدددف) 

“Conjunction”, (المعيددة) “Together with” or ( القسدد) “Oath” or (الحاليددة) 

“While/as/when” in the sentence. 
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In item (a-4), for example, one of the candidates wrote that a word 

 Predicate” in nominative case instead of“ (مبتددأ مرفدوع) Tree” as“ (الشدجرر)

مفعول به ) Fruits” as“ (ثمرا) a subject in nominative case” and“ (فاعل مرفوع)

 (تمييددز منصددوب) an object in accusative case instead of a (منصددوب

“Discrimination in subjective case”. Another candidate wrote that a 

word (الشجرر) “Tree” as (فعدل مضدامع مرفدوع) “Present Tense” in nominative 

case instead of (فاعدل مرفدوع) a “Subject in nominative case” and (ثمدرا) 

“Fruits” is a ( وبالحدال منصد ) “Condition in subjective case” instead of a 

 Discrimination in subjective case”. Those candidates“ (تمييددز منصددوب)

lacked sufficient knowledge of Arabic rules. Finally, they guessed the 

answer that all the words were in nominative case. 

 

In item (a-5), for example, one of the candidates wrote his/her answers 

as follows: a word (أمام) “In front of” is a ( ماضالفعل  ) “Past tense based on 

fat-ha” instead of an (هرف المكدان) adverb of place” and (الأسدتاذ) “Teacher” 

as a (فاعدل مرفدوع) “Subject in nominative case” instead of a (اسد  مجدروم) 

preposition. This candidate confused with a word (أمدام) “In front of” by a 

verb because it ended with vowel’s fat-ha due to inadequate vocabulary 

in Arabic Language. Another example, one of the candidates wrote that a 

word (أمام) “In front of” is a ( ّحدرف الجدر) “preposition” instead of an ( هدرف

 (المفعدول لأجلده منصدوب) Teacher” as a“ (الأسدتاذ) adverb of place” and (المكدان

“Causative object in accusative case” instead of a (اس  مجدروم) preposition 

in genitive case. This candidate lacked knowledge of differentiating 

between verbs and nouns. The word (الأسدتاذ) “Teacher” could not be a 

verb. 

 

Furthermore, the candidates were unable to change (النعوت السببية) causal 

adjectives into (النعوت الحقيقية) true adjectives in the sentences given. This 

shows that they had insufficient knowledge on how to use an adjective in 

the Arabic grammar. For example, one of the candidates deleted 

adjectives instead of subject or subject of the passive in changing ( النعوت

) causal adjectives into (السببية يقيةالنعوت الحق ) true adjectives as follows: 

 The child took a“ (مكب الطفل السيامر) -The man came”. (2)“ (جاء الرجل) -(1)

car”. (3)- ( تهؤلاء طالبا ) “These are students”. (4)- (هذه غرفة) “This is a 

room”. (5)- (تسلّقت شجرر) “I climbed a tree”.  
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Another candidate deleted one part (the relatives’ pronouns) of the 

subject or subject of the passive instead of removing the whole word like 

this: (1)- ( ابن جاء الرجل المهذّب ) “The man came whose son is polite”. (2)- 

( لون مكب الطفل السيامر الجميل ) “The child took the car, its colour is 

beautiful”. (3)- ( أمهات هؤلاء طالبات عاقلة ) “Parents of these students are 

bright”. (4)- ( نوافذ مفتحة هذه غرفة ) “This room’s windows are opened”. 

(5)- ( جذع ةتسلّقت شجرر غليظ ) “I climbed a tree, its trunk is thick”. 

The correct answers were supposed to be as follows: (1)- ( جداء الرجدل

) -The polite man came”. (2)“ (المهدذّب ةمكدب الطفدل السديامر الجميلد ) “The child 

took the beautiful car”. (3)- (هددؤلاء طالبددات عاقلددة) “These are bright 

students”. (4)- ( مفتحدة هدذه غرفدة ) “This room is opened”. (5)- ( تسدلّقت شدجرر

ةليظددغ ) “I climbed a thick tree”. Extract 2.2 is a sample of a weak 

response.  

 
            Extract 2.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 2 

 

Extract 2.2 shows responses from a candidate who provided incorrect 

responses to all the items of part (b). Moreover, he/she made 

replacement of words ( لرجدل والجميدلا ) “Man and good” to be (أب وصدفراء) 

“father and yellow” respectively in item (1-2) instead of changing 

  .true adjectives (النعوت الحقيقية) causal adjectives into (النعوت السببية)
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2.1.3 Question 3: Arabic Grammar 

This question had two parts (a) and (b). The question aimed at testing 

the candidates’ ability to apply the Arabic rules by using the 

instructions provided. The question was set from the topic of Language 

Use. This question carried 15 marks. 

 

In part (a), the candidates were required to write a meaningful sentence 

by using the items provided.  

 

 .”The hidden pronoun“ (الضمير المستتر) (1

 The present tense“ (الفعل المضامع المنصوب ب ن مضمرر وجوبا بعد لام الجحود) (2

in subjective case is implied with an-mudhmara obligatory after the 

lamu of ingratitude”. 

 The present tense in the jussive case with“ (الفعل المضامع المجزوم بلمّا) (3

lamma”. 

 .”Al-maf-ulu liajlih“ (المفعول لأجله) (4

 .”Transcriber madama“ (فعل الاستمرام الناسخ "مادام") (5

 

In part (b), the candidates were required to provide responses according 

to the following instructions given. 

 

1) ( ر المستتر وجوبا مع التمثيلبين اثنين من مواضع الضمي ) “With example, 

clarify two places of the hidden pronoun obligatory”. 

 When is the deletion“ (متى يكون حذف فعل الفاعل وجوبا؟ أيدّ ما تقوله بالمثال) (2

of the verb of the subject obligatory? Support what you say with one 

example”. 

3) ( ؟ "حضرت اليوم فاطمة" ولماذا؟حك  الت نيث في هذه الجملة ما ) “What is the 

ruling on the feminine verb in this sentence? ‘Fatima arrived today’ 

and why”. 

 How is the“ (كيف يت  بناء الفعل للمجهول إذا تعدى لأكثر من مفعول؟ مثل لذلك) (4

indefinite verb in passive voice to be built, If it crosses more than 

one object? Give example for what you say”. 
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 When is the past tense“ (متى يبنى الفعل الماضي على الفتح؟ مثل لما تقول) (5

based on fat-ha? Give example for what you say”. 

The question was attempted by 145 (66.2%) candidates. Out of which, 

28 (29.0%) candidates scored from 9 to 13 marks, 70 (38.6%) 

candidates scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 47 (32.4%) candidates 

scored from 0 to 5 marks. The general performance in this question 

was good as 98 (67.6%) candidates scored from 5.5 to 15 marks, as 

summarised in Figure 3. 

 

 
       Figure 3: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 3 

The candidates who performed well in this question wrote some 

examples of the items given into meaningful sentences and provided 

correct responses according to the instructions given as required. For 

example, in part (a), some of the candidates wrote as follows: 

 

   .”The dog barks“ (ينبح الكلب) (1

2) ( شرطي ليسرقلل  يكن ا ) “He has not become a policeman to steal”. 

3) ( الغلام ولمّا يتهذّب كبر ) “The boy has become an adult but has not yet 

polite”. 
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 I gave charity to the poor expecting a“ (تصدّقت على الفقير أملا في الثواب) (4

reward”. 

 You will be respected as long as your“ (تحترم مادام خلقك كريما) (5

behaviour is good”. 

 

In part (b), for instance, some of the candidates provided his/her 

responses according to the instructions given correctly as follows: 

 

مواضع الضمير المستتر وجوبا في فعل الأمر للواحد المذكر. مثل: اجتهد ابني وفي )  (1

 Plural noun”: “The“ (المضامع المبدوء بهمزر. مثل: أذهب إلى المدمسة صباحا

two places of the hidden pronoun obligatory are; command in the 

masculine one. For example, ‘Work hard my son’ and present tense 

that begins with a Hamza. For example, I go to school in the 

morning. 

 

2) ( أحد من  يحذف فعل الفاعل وجوبا إذا وقع بعد )إن( أو )إذاً( الشرطين. مثل: "وإن

شركين استجامك ف جره ....." أو إذا السماء انشقتمال ) “The verb will be 

deleted obligatorily If the subject occurs after ‘Inn’ or ‘Idhan’ for 

the two conditions” for example: “And if one of the polytheists 

seeks help from you, then reward him……” or if the sky splits. 

 

حك  الت نيث في هذه الجملة "حضرت اليوم فاطمة" هو جواز لأن الفاعل غير متصل ) (3

 The rule of feminization of this sentence (Fatima arrived“ (بالفعل

today) is permissible because the subject is not connected to the 

verb. 

 

4) ( فاعل وبقي ما عداه من المفعولات على حالهاناب المفعول الأول عن ال ) “The first 

object will be replaced to be the subject and the rest of the 

objectives remain the same” for example: ( يعل  الأستاذ الطلبة اللغة

يعل  ) = ”The teacher teaches students the English Language“ (العربية

بة اللغة العربيةالطل ) “Students are taught English Language”. 

 

5)  ( وإذا اتصل بآخره ألف الاثنين. مثل:  إذا ل  يتصل بآخره شئ مثل: أخذ الولد كتابه

المنزل ت نيث الساكنة مثل: البنت جاءت إلىالرجلان سقطا وتاء ال ) If nothing else 

comes in correct with it. For example, the boy took his book; and if 

it will be connected to dual alifu and the feminine tau. For example, 

the two people fell down and the girl came to the house. 
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The good performance indicates that the candidates had adequate Arabic 

vocabulary and appropriate knowledge of Arabic grammar. Extract 3.1 is 

a sample of a candidate’s response.  
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                  Extract 3.1: A Sample of Responses to Question 3 

Extract 3.1 shows responses from a candidate who managed to provide 

examples of the items given into meaningful sentences in part (a). 

He/she provided responses according to the instructions given in part 

(b).  

 

On the contrary, the candidates whose performances were average 

managed to write some correct examples of the items given into 

meaningful sentences in part (a). Additionally, most of those candidates 

failed to provide some correct responses according to the instructions 

given hence, attained an average performance. For example, one of the 

candidates provided his/her responses which were wrong as follows:  
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In item (b-2), “The verb will be deleted obligatorily if it is in passive 

voice. For example, (فتح الولد الباب= فتح الباب) “The boy opened the door = 

The door is opened” instead of ( )ًيحذف فعل الفاعل وجوبا إذا وقع بعد )إن( أو )إذا

من الشركين استجامك ف جره ....." أو إذا السماء انشقتالشرطين. مثل: "وإن أحد  ) “The 

verb will be deleted obligatory If the subject occurs after ‘Inn’ or ‘Idhan’ 

for the two conditions”, for example, “And if one of the polytheists 

seeks help from you, then reward him……” or if the sky splits.  

 

In item (4-b), If the past tense in passive voice. For example, ( فتح الولد

 The boy opened the door = The door is opened” instead“ (الباب= فتح الباب

of (ناب المفعول الأول عن الفاعل وبقي ما عداه من المفعولات على حالها) “The first 

object will be replaced to be the subject and the rest of the objectives 

remain the same”, for example, (يعل  الأستاذ الطلبة اللغة العربية) “The teacher 

teaches students the English Language” = (يعل  الطلبة اللغة العربية) 

“Students are taught English Language”. 

 

Furthermore, the candidates with weak performance were unable to 

write one example of each of the items given into meaningful sentences. 

They also could not provide responses according to the instructions.  

 

In part (a), for example, one of the candidates provided some of 

incorrect responses as follows: (1)- ( :المثال للضمير المستتر كالأتي ) “Example 

of the hidden pronoun obligatory” as (كانوا يعبدون الأصنام) “They 

worshiped Idols” instead of (كان يعبد الأصنام) “He worshiped Idols”. (2)- 

 The present“ (الفعل المضامع المنصوب ب ن مضمرر وجوبا بعد لام الجحود كالآتي)

tense in subjective case is implied with an-mudhmara obligatory after 

the lamu of ingratitude” as follows: (ليغفر الله) “God will forgive” instead 

of (ما كان الله ليغفر المنافقين) “God would not forgive the hypocrites (3)- 

 The present tense in the jussive or“ (الفعل المضامع المجزوم كما هو:)

imperative case with lamma” like (لما أتاها) “When he came to her” 

instead of (أغلق الغلام الباب ولما ي ت أبوه وأمه) “The boy shut the door, when 

his and mother did not come yet”. (4)- (المثال للمفعول لأجله) “Example of 

causative object”: (أكل الولد الطعام ليشبع وذهب إلى المدمسة) “The boy ate food 

to be full and went to school” instead of ( أكل الولد الطعام قبل ذهابه إلى المدمسة

 The boy ate food before he went to school for fear of“ (خوفا من الجوع

starvation”. 
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Another example, in part (b), one of the candidates provided his/her with 

some incorrect answers as follows: 

 

In item (b-1), ( إذا كان الفاعل ل  يذكر مثل ه   -اثنين من مواضع الضمير المستتر هما: أ

إذا كان الفاعل مبنيا للمجهول، مثل أخذ الكتاب -يبكون ب ) “Two places of the hidden 

pronoun obligatory” are: (a)-If the subject is not mentioned, for 

example: They are crying (b)- If the subject is passive, for example: The 

book was taken instead of ( مواضع الضمير المستتر وجوبا في فعل الأمر للواحد

المبدوء بهمزر. مثل: أذهب إلى المدمسة صباحاالمذكر. مثل: اجتهد ابني وفي المضامع  ) 

“Plural noun”: “The two places of the hidden pronoun obligatory are; 

command in the masculine one. For example, ‘Work hard my son’ and 

present tense that begins with a Hamza. For example, I go to school in 

the morning.   

 

In item (b-3), one of the candidates provided his/her answer as follow: 

( هو اتصال الفعل بتاء الت نيث الساكنةحك  الت نيث في هذه الجملة "حضرت اليوم فاطمة"  ) 

“The rule of feminization of this sentence (Fatima arrived today) is the 

connection of the verb with the feminine consonant” instead of (  حك

 (الت نيث في هذه الجملة "حضرت اليوم فاطمة" هو جواز لأن الفاعل غير متصل بالفعل

“The rule of feminization of this sentence (Fatima arrived today) is 

permissible because the subject is not connected to the verb”. Extract 3.2 

is a sample of such a weak response. 
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                  Extract 3.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 3 

Extract 3.2 is a sample response of a candidate who provided incorrect 

examples all the parts of question 3. 
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2.1.4 Question 4: The Use Rules of Morphology 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

instructed to respond to the given items. In part (b), the candidates were 

required to create infinitive for the given verbs. The question tested the 

candidates’ ability to comprehend the Arabic morphology. The question 

was set from the topic of morphology. The following are the five (5) 

items which were given in part (a). 

 There are two types of verb“ (اللفيف نوعان. بينههما بمثالين لكل واحد منهما) (1

al-lafifu. Identify each one by providing two examples”. 

 

 ,By giving one example“ بين أبواب "فعل" مع التمثيل لكل واحد منها) (2

identify abuwabu faila. 

 

 Explain the purpose of“ (وضح الغرض من صياغة اس  الفاعل واس  المفعول) (3

using active participle and passive participle”. 

 

 What do you understand“ (ماذا تعرف عن الفعل اللازم؟ أيد إجابتك بمثالين) (4

about the intransitive verb? Support your answer by two examples”. 

 

 How can you identify infinitive with three“ (كيف تدمك المصادم الثلاثية؟) (5

letters?”. 

In part (b), the candidates were required to create infinitive for each 

verb as instructed. The question was as follows: 

- ( ذهددب -حسددن -احتددرق -أمهددب -محّددب صددم مصدددما لكددل فعددل مددن هددذه الأفعددال الآتيددة  ) 

form infinitive from the following verbs; welcome- terrify- burn- 

make something good- go.” 

The question was attempted by 210 (95.9%) candidates. Out of whom, 

99 (47.1%) scored from 9 to 15 marks, 73 (34.8%) scored from 5.5 to 

8.5 marks and 38 (18.1%) scored from 0 to 5 marks. The general 

performance in this question was good as 172 (81.9%) candidates 

scored from 5.5 to 15 marks, as summarised in Figure 4. 
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       Figure 4: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 4 

The analysis shows that candidates who performed well in this question 

identified two types of verb al-lafifu and abuwabu faila by giving 

examples. They also explained about the purpose of formulating the 

active participle and passive participle, the intransitive verb with 

examples correctly and infinitive with three letters. Furthermore, they 

were able to form infinitive for each of given verbs as required.  

For example, in part (b), one of the candidates provided his/her correct 

responses as follows: 

1) ( وفدى -أوّلا: هدو مدا اعتدل أوّلده و.حدره. مثدل: وعدى ) “Al-lafifu al-mafruq is the 

first letter and the third is in a weak letter. For example, ‘apprehend’ 

and ‘honour’ and ( وىطد -وى الآخدران مثدل: عد ثانيدا: هدو مدا اعتدل حرفدان ) “Al-

lafifu al-maqrunu is the second letter and the third is in a weak 

letter. For example, ‘Howl’ and ‘fold’.” 

2) ( يفدرَ  -يفعدَل = مثدل: فدرِ   -فعِل  ) “Faila - yaf-alu = for example: Fariha - 

yaf-rahu.” 

( يحسِدب -يفعِدل= مثدل: حسِدب  –فعِل  ) “Faila - yaf-ilu = for example: Hasiba 

- yah-sibu.” 
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3) ( قصددودر مددع الإيجددازالدلالددة الم هوو  ) “It is the intended meaning with 

brevity”. 

4) ( . مثل: نام الطفل على سريره وعداد المسدافر إلدى وطندههو الفعل الذي يحتاج إلى فاعل ) 

“It is a verb that needs only a subject. For example, the baby slept 

on his bed and the traveler has returned to his homeland”. 

 The infinitive (تدمك مصادم الفعل الثلاثي بالنقل عدن المعداج  أو السدماع والقيداس) (5

of the verb with three letters is known by quoting from dictionaries 

or listening and measurement. 

Another example in part (b) is shown by one of the candidates 

managed to form infinitive from the given verbs as required. 

( = ذهابداذهب –= حسنا  حسن –= احتراقا  احترق –أمهب = إمهابا  –حّب = ترحيبا  ) “to 

welcome- to terrify- to burn - to make something good - to go”.  

This good performance shows that the candidates were familiar with 

the Arabic morphology tested. Extract 4.1 is a sample of a candidate’s 

responses. 
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                 Extract 4.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 4 
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Extract 4.1 shows responses from a candidate who managed to provide 

correct responses in part (a) as well as forming correctly infinitives in 

part (b) as required. 

 

Further analysis shows that the candidates who performed weakly in 

this question failed to identify two types of verb al-lafifu and abuwabu 

faila by giving examples. They also were unable to explain about the 

purpose of formulating the active participle and passive participle, the 

intransitive verb with examples correctly and infinitive with three 

letters. Furthermore, they were unable to create infinitive for each of the 

given verbs.  

 

In item (a-1), for example, one of the candidates confused the two 

types of verbs al-lafifu al-mafruq and al-lafifu al-maqrunu and 

provided vise vasa explanations as follows: ( هدو مدا اعتدل أوّلده و.حدره. أوّلا: 

طدوى -مثل: عوى ) “Al-lafifu al-mafruq. is the second letter and the third is 

in a weak letter. For example, ‘Howl’ and ‘fold” instead of ( اللفيدف  أوّلا:

وفدى -هدو مدا اعتدل أوّلده و.حدره. مثدل: وعدى المفدروق: ) “Al-lafifu al-mafruq is the 

first letter and the third is in a weak letter. For example, ‘apprehend’ 

and ‘honour’ and (  - الآخدران مثدل: وعدى هدو مدا اعتدل حرفداناللفيف المقدرون: ثانيا: 

 Al-lafifu al-maqrunu is the first letter and the third is in a weak“ (وفدى

letter. For example, ‘apprehend’ and ‘honour’ instead of ( اللفيدف  ثانيدا:

وىطد -وى الآخدران مثدل: عد هو ما اعتل حرفدان المقرون: ) “Al-lafifu al-maqrunu is 

the second letter and the third is in a weak letter. For example, ‘Howl’ 

and ‘fold’.” 

Another candidate provided examples of one weak letter for example: 

 (وعدد ووصدل) walk and throw” for al-lafifu al-maqrunu and“ (سدعى وممدى)

“promise and reach” for al-lafifu al-mafruq instead of ( اللفيددف  أوّلا:

وفدى -هدو مدا اعتدل أوّلده و.حدره. مثدل: وعدى المفدروق: ) “Al-lafifu al-mafruq is the 

first letter and the third is in a weak letter. For example, ‘apprehend’ 

and ‘honour’ and (  -وى الآخدران مثدل: عد هدو مدا اعتدل حرفدان اللفيف المقرون: ثانيا:

وىطد ) “Al-lafifu al-maqrunu is the second letter and the third is in a 

weak letter. For example, ‘Howl’ and ‘fold’.” 

In item (a-2), for example, one of the candidates identified ("أبواب "فعِدل) 

abuwabu faila with examples as follows: (a)- ( يكتدُب-يفعدُل= مثدل: كتَدب -فعِدل ) 

“Faila-yaf-ulu= example: kataba-yak-tubu” (b)- (  -يفعِدل= مثدل: ضدرب-فعدَل
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 Fa-ala- yaf-ilu= example: dharaba –yadh-ribu” which were“ (يضدرب

wrong. The correct responses were supposed to be as follows: (a)- ( فعِدل

يفدرَ  -يفعدَل = مثدل: فدرِ   - ) “Faila - yaf-alu = example: Fariha - yaf-rahu.” 

(b)- ( يحسِدب -يفعِدل= مثدل: حسِدب  –فعِدل  ) “Faila - yaf-ilu = example: Hasiba - 

yah-sibu.” 

In item (a-3), for example, one of the candidates wrote the purpose of 

formulating ( الفاعدل واسد  المفعدول اس  ) the active participle and passive is a 

) the feminine consonant instead of (تداء الت نيدث) Pronoun and (الضدمير)  هدو

 ,It is the intended meaning with brevity. Also (الدلالدة المقصدودر مدع الإيجداز

one of the candidates wrote the definitions of the active participle and 

passive instead of the purpose of formulating (اسد  الفاعدل واسد  المفعدول) 

whereby ( الدلالدة المقصدودر مدع الإيجداز هدو ) “It is the intended meaning with 

brevity. 

In item (a-4), one of the candidates explained incorrectly about the 

intransitive verb. For example, he/she wrote ( الفعل اللازم هو مدا يدلازم مفعدول

(بده مثدل: كتدب المعلّد   “It is a verb that keeps close to object”. In another 

example, one of the candidates wrote that ( الفعل اللازم هدو مدا دلّ علدى حروفده

 .it is a verb that indicates the letters, which were incorrect (مدن حروفده

The correct responses were supposed to be as follows: ( هدو الفعدل الدذي

. مثل: نام الطفل على سريره وعاد المسافر إلى وطندهيحتاج إلى فاعل ) “It is a verb that 

needs only a subject. For example, the baby slept on his bed and the 

traveler has returned to his homeland.  

In item (a-5), for example, one of the candidates wrote his/her incorrect 

response that the infinitive of the verb with three letters is known by 

measure (أفعدل) “Af-ala”. Another candidate wrote that the infinitive of 

the verb with three letters is known by seven measures ( فعلان  –فعالة  -فعل

فعلدل -فعدال  –فعيلدة  –فعيدل  – ) “Fi-alu- fia-latu-fia-alani-faiylu-fiilatu-fualu-

faalalu” instead of explaining that the infinitive of the verb with three 

letters is known by quoting from dictionaries or listening and measure. 

In part (b), for example, one of the candidates provided incorrect 

answers as follows: ( =محّب= محيب، أمهب= مرهب، احترق= محترق، حسن

ا(تذهيبتحسينا، ذهب=   “Rahaba= Rahibu, Ar-haba=Murhibu, Ih-taraqa= 

Muh-tariqu, Hasuna= Tah-siyna, Dhahaba= Tadhiyban”. Another 

example, one of the candidates provided his/her answers by making 
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measures like this ( =محّب= فعلّ، أمهب= أفعل، احترق= افتعل، حسن= فعل، ذهب

 =Rahaba=fa-ala, Ar-haba= Af-ala, Ih-taraqa= If-taala, Hasuna“ (فعل

faula, dhahaba= fa-ala” instead of creating infinitives as follows: ( حّب

= ذهاباذهب –= حسنا  حسن –= احتراقا  احترق –أمهب = إمهابا  –= ترحيبا  ) “to 

welcome- to terrify- to burn - to make something good - to go”. This 

shows that those candidates had insufficient knowledge of the infinitive 

in Arabic. Extract 4.2 is a sample of a weak response. 

       
Extract 4.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 4 

Extract 4.2 is a sample of response of a candidate who used 

measurements in answering all the questions which were not related to 

the demands of the questions. 
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2.1.5 Question 5: The Use of Morphology  by Rules 

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates were 

required to answer the given five items of the question. In part (b), they 

were instructed to change the given verbs into abstract verb. The 

question tested the candidates’ ability to understand the morphology. 

The question was set from the topic of the morphology. The following 

are the five (5) items which were given in part (a). 

1) ( ؟ما موضوع عل  الصرف ) “What is about morphology”. 

2) ( ؟ما الفرق بين المصدم الصريح والميمي ) “What is the difference between 

an explicit infinitive and infinitive with miymu? 

 How is the passive“ (كيف يصاغ اس  المفعول من الفعل الثلاثي؟ هات مثالا لذلك) (3

participle formed from the triple verb? (Give one example)” 

4) (  -نال  -وجد -الأفعال الآتية معتلة  اكتب اس  كل فعل منها باعتبام حروف العلة: خشي 

 The following are the weak verbs; write name of each verb of“ (سرو

them regarding the weak letters.  

5) ( ف بالكسرر؟ مثل لذلكمتى يخفض الممنوع من الصر ) “When is a noun which 

does not observe the rules of inflection placed a sign of Kas-ra in 

genitive case?” 

In part (b), the candidates were required to change the given verbs into 

abstract verb. The question was as follows: 

- (  انتقدل – تقاتل – اشم زّ  –استرضى – تدحرج – فعال المزيدر الآتية مجردر: تولّد)اجعل الأ

قطّدع – أفهد  – اطمد نّ  – اشدتمل – ) “Change the following verbs into abstract 

verb; giving birth – roll- appease – grope – fight – move – include – 

reassure- understand – cut”. 

The question was attempted by 206 (94.1%) candidates, of whom 43.7 

per cent scored from 9 to 15 marks, 39.3 per cent scored from 5.5 to 

8.5 marks and only 17.0 per cent scored from 0 to 5 marks. The 

analysis shows that the overall candidates’ performance in the question 

was good since 83.0 per cent scored an average of 35 per cent or 

above. The performance is summarised in Figure 5. 
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   Figure 5: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 5 

The data show that majority (43.7%) of the candidates performed well 

in this question. These candidates managed to explain what morphology 

is about, the difference between an explicit infinitive and infinitive with 

miymu. They also explained passive participle formed from the triple 

verb with examples, wrote name of each verb regarding the weak 

letters. Furthermore, they explained the extent to which a noun that 

does not observe the rules of inflection is placed a sign of Kas-ra in 

genitive case. Moreover, they changed the given verbs abstract as 

required. For example, in part (a), one of the candidates provided 

his/her correct responses as follows. 

 

1) ( صدرفةهدو الأسدماء المعربدة والأفعدال المت ) “It is a noun muuraba and a verb 

mutasarifa”. 

 

فالفرق بينهما مي  زاسدر حيث أن المصدم الصريح يؤخذ من لفظ الفعل ويذكر في الكلام ) (2

أمدا المصددم الميمدي يبددأ بمدي  زاسددر بلفظده، ) The difference is an additional 

letter (Miymu) as the explicit infinitive is taken from the word of the 

verb and mentioned in the speech by its word. As for the infinitive 

with miymu begins with a miymu derived from the verb. 
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 The (يصاغ اس  المفعول من الفعل الثلاثي علدى وزن "مفعدول" مثدل: كتدب= مكتدوب) (3

passive participle is formed by using measure (maf-ulu) example: 

Kataba- mak-tuw-bu. 

 

4) (  –نددال= أجددوف  –وجددد= المثددال  -خشددي= الندداقص  -أسددماء الأفعددال المعتلددة الآتيددة: 

 The following are the weak verbs with its names as“ (سدرو= النداقص

follows: 

- Fear = a defective verb, - Is found = a verb mithali   -acquire = a 

verb aj-wafu   - to be honorable = a defective verb. 

 

5) ( يامر ثل: أحبّ الزم ، إذا كان مضافا أو محلى ب الالممنوع من الصرف بالكسرر يخفض

ى مدامس الحكومة أو أحبّ الزيامر في المدامس الحكوميدةإل ) “a sign of Kas-ra in 

genitive case is prohibited, if it will be a mudhafu and an article 

‘the’. For example, I want to visit the government school or I want 

to visit the school’s government”. 

 

In part (b), for example, one of the candidates provided correct 

responses as follows: (  –= مضددي استرضددى – = دحددرج تدددحرج – = ولددد ) تولّددد

= أفهد  – = طمد ن اطمد نّ  – = شدمل اشدتمل – = نقدل انتقدل – = قتدل تقاتل – = شم زاشم زّ 

= قطدعقطّدع – فهد   ) to be born=gave birth – to be rolled=rolled- tried to 

please=pleased – to be disgusted=disgusted –fighted one another= 

fighted– moved to=removed– included=involved – to be peaceful= 

assured- to be understood=understood – to be cut=cut”. Extract 4.1 is a 

sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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                Extract 5.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 5 

Extract 5.1 shows responses from a candidate who managed to provide 

correct responses to all the questions of part (a) required. 

 

On the contrary, the candidates with an average performance managed 

to explain the morphology and provided the difference between an 

explicit infinitive and infinitive with miymu. They also changed the 

given verbs into abstract verbs. On the other hand, most of those 

candidates failed to explain how the passive participle is formed from 

the triple verb by indicating examples, write name of each verb of them 

regarding the weak letters and the extent a noun which does not observe 

the rules of inflection placed a sign of Kas-ra in genitive case. This 

shows that those candidates had insufficient knowledge of Arabic 

Language morphology.  
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In contrast, there were few (17%) candidates who performed weakly in 

this question. These candidates failed to provide correct responses in 

explaining the morphology, providing the difference between an 

explicit infinitive and infinitive with miymu. Moreover, they were 

unable to explain how the passive participle is formed from the triple 

verb by indicating examples. They also failed to write name of each 

verb of them regarding the weak letters and the extent a noun which 

does not observe the rules of inflection placed a sign of Kas-ra in 

genitive case. Furthermore, they could not make the given verbs 

abstract due to insufficient knowledge of the topic of morphology. 

In item (a-1), for example, one of the candidates wrote that (  موضدوع علد

 The morphology” is the“ (الصدرف هوأحدوال أبنيدة الكلمدة قبدل انتظامهدا فدي الجملدة

conditions of word structures before their regularity in the sentence. In 

another example, one of the candidates wrote as follows ( صون اللسان عن

 Preserving the tongue from error and observing“ (الخط  ومراعدار قدانون اللغدة

the law of language. The correct answer was supposed to be ( هدو الأسدماء

صرفةالمعربة والأفعال المت ) “It is a noun muuraba and verb mutasarifa”. 

 

In item (a-2), for example, one of the candidates provided the 

difference between an explicit infinitive and infinitive with miymu as 

follows: ( بالضدمة مصدم الصريح هو المصدم الدذي اتصدلال ) “an explicit infinitive 

is the infinitive that was connected by vowel “Dhamma” and (  المصددم

تصدل بالنصدبالميمي هو المصددم الدذي ا ) infinitive with miymu is that infinitive 

that was connected by accusative case. Another example, one of the 

candidates wrote that “an explicit infinitive is the infinitive that 

indicates actions and infinitive with miymu is that infinitive that 

indicates all the infinitives. These responses were wrong. The correct 

responses were  فالفرق بينهما مي  زاسدر حيث أن المصدم الصريح يؤخذ مدن لفدظ الفعدل

 The difference is an (ويدذكر فدي الكدلام بلفظده، أمدا المصددم الميمدي يبددأ بمدي  زاسددر

additional letter (Miymu) as the explicit infinitive is taken from the 

word of the verb and mentioned in the speech by its word. As for the 

infinitive with miymu begins with a miymu derived from the verb. 

 

In item (a-3), for example, one of the candidates provided his/her 

answer that ( بددال حدرف المضدامعة ميمدا مثدل: اس  المفعول مدن الفعدل الثلاثدي ب  يصاغ

 the accusative noun is formed from the triple verb by (شدرب= مشدرب
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replacing present tense letters with letter ‘miymu’. For example: ( يصداغ

 .”drink= drinking place“ (اسد  المفعددول مددن الفعدل الثلاثددي عددن الكسددرر مثدل: كَتَددبَ 

Another candidate wrote that (  ي علدى الفدتحيصداغ اسد  المفعدول مدن الفعدل الثلاثد

فتحدة مثدل: ) the accusative noun is formed from the triple verb by vowel 

‘Fat-ha’. For example, ‘kataba’ instead of ( يصاغ اس  المفعول من الفعل الثلاثي

 The passive participle is formed by“ (علدى وزن "مفعدول" مثدل: كتدب= مكتدوب

using measure (maf-ulu) example, Kataba- mak-tuw-bu”. 

 

In item (a-4), one of the candidates used the weak verbs to form the 

sentence like this (وجدد علددي الفواكده) “Aliy found the fruits”. Another 

candidate changed the weak verbs into nouns instead of writing its 

names by considering the letter contained in the verb as follows: ( =خشي

سدددددرو= النددددداقص –ندددددال= أجدددددوف  –وجدددددد= المثدددددال  -النددددداقص  ) “Fear=naqis–

found=mithali–obtained=aj-wafu–Cypress=naqis” due to 

misunderstanding of the requirement of the question. 

 

In item (a-5), one of the candidates wrote that ( يخفدض الممندوع مدن الصدرف

 a sign of Kas-ra in“ (بالكسدرر إذا كدان قبلده أدار مدن أدوار الجدزم، مثدل: مدن النعمدان

genitive case is prohibited if it will be a particle among the particles of 

jussive case, for example: "Numani”. Another candidate provided 

his/her answer as follow: ( يخفض الممنوع من الصرف بالكسرر إذا كان ألف الت نيث

 a sign of Kas-ra in genitive case is prohibited if (الممدود، مثل: زينب وفاطمدة

it will be a letter ‘Alifu taanithi al-mam-dudi’, for example, Zainab and 

Fatma” instead of ( ، إذا كان مضافا أو محلى ب نوع من الصرف بالكسرريخفض المم 

يددامر إلددى مدددامس الحكومددة أو أحددبّ الزيددامر فددي المدددامس الحكوميددةثددل: أحددبّ الزم ال ) “a 

sign of Kas-ra in genitive case is prohibited when if it will be a 

mudhafu or an article ‘the’. For example, I want to visit the 

government school or I want to visit the school government”.  

 

In part (b), some of the candidates identified the weak letters instead of 

making abstract. For example, one of the candidates wrote that ( =تولّدد

-the verb ‘Giving birth’ has weak letters Attau and Tadhi“ (تداء وتضدعيف

ifu and (استرضدى= همدزر، الألدف والسدين) verb ‘reconcile’ has weak letters 

Hamza, Alifu and Siyn”. Other candidates wrote measures of verb 

instead of making abstract. For example, one of the candidates 

provided his/her responses as follows: ( = تقاتدل= تفاعدل، انتقدل= انفعدل، أفهد
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 .”Takatala=tafaala, In-takala= in-faala, Af-hama= Af-aala“ (أفعددل

Extract 5.2 is a sample of a weak response. 

 

         Extract 5.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 5 

Extract 5.2 is a sample response of a candidate who provided measures 

of verbs instead of making them abstract as required in question 5. 
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2.2 Section 2: Essay Questions 

This section had three questions which were 6, 7 and 8. Both questions 6 and 

7 dealt with essay writing while question 8 was on letter writing. Each 

question carried twenty (20) marks. 

2.2.1 Question 6: Essay Writing 

In this question, the candidates were required to write an essay on the 

importance of the library which should not exceed 200 words. The 

question aimed at assessing the candidates’ ability to express 

themselves in Arabic. The question was set from the topic of 

composition. 

The question was attempted by 127 (58.0%) candidates who sat for the 

Examination. The performance shows that, 15 (11.8%) candidates 

scored from 12 to 16 marks, 46 (36.2%) scored from 7 to 11 marks and 

66 (52%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. The general performance was 

average because 61 (48%) candidates scored above average marks as 

illustrated in Figure 6. 

 

 
           Figure 6: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 6 
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Few candidates scored high marks in this question. These candidates 

managed to write an essay on the importance of the library. They also 

wrote their essays in not less than 200 words. Furthermore, they 

structured their essays into introduction, main body and conclusion in a 

good logical flow. Hence, they scored high marks. For example, one of 

the candidates explained the importance of the library as follows: 

 

 ( لمكتبة هي الركن الأوّل المه  الذي يعتمد عليه الطلاب في مذاكراته  النافعة. لأن الفضل ا

في نبوغ الطلاب يرجع إلى مداوامته  فيها وك  كتابا قد قرؤوا فيها. كثرر المذاكرر في 

من المعلومات القيمة الكثيرر ولن تستطيع أن تكتسب المعلومات القيمة  الطلاب المكتبة تزود

بوقتك وقضيت يوميا وقتا واسعا في المكتبة وخاصة في إبان العطلة،  عة إلا إذا تبرعتالواس

  (لأن ذلك يجعلك تمر على مساحات واسعة في الكتب المختلفة

 

“A library is the first important pillar that students rely on in their 

useful studies. This is because, the credit for the students’ brilliance is 

due to their perseverance in it and how many books they read in it. 

Studying a lot in the library provides students with much useful 

information. You will not be able to gain extensive valuable 

information unless you donate your time and spend a lot of time in the 

library every day, especially during the holidays. As such, that makes 

you go through large areas in different books.” This suggests that those 

candidates had sufficient vocabulary and good command in the Arabic 

Language. Extract 6.1 is a sample of a candidate who responded well. 
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Extract 6.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 6 

Extract 6.1 shows a part of responses from a candidate who managed to 

explain about the importance of the library despite a few grammatical 

errors and spelling mistakes. 

 

On the contrary, the candidates who had an average performance 

managed to explain on the statement given. However, their explanations 

were insufficient and incoherent. On top of that, their responses had 

grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. For example, one of the 

candidates wrote, ( المكتبة يعلى للغة القامئ. إذا كان الطلّاب يقرأ كثيرر من الكتب، لذا

 where this (سيساعده  أن يعلى لغته  بمقدام عال لأنه إذا قرأ كثيرر سيعلى لغة القامئ
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passage had repetition and a lot of grammatical errors. The 

grammatically correct sentence (  الطلاب على مفع مستواه  اللغوي المكتبةتساعد 

 The library“ (أو تطوير لغته  إلى حد كبير، ماداموا يقرؤون الكتب كثيرا في المكتبة

helps students to raise their levels of language or develop their language 

to a large extent, as long as they read a lot of books in the library”. This 

shows that those candidates had insufficient vocabulary in the Arabic 

Language. 

 

On the contrary, there were some candidates who performed weakly in 

this question. Most of these candidates provided insufficient and 

unclear explanations. Additionally, their responses had a lot of spelling 

mistakes. A few of them copied some texts from paper and used them 

as answers. This indicates that the candidates had inadequate 

vocabulary and a poor mastery of the Arabic Language. Extract 6.2 is a 

sample of a poor response. 

                 Extract 6.2: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 6 

Extract 6.2 is a sample response from a candidate who provided 

unclear explanations on the importance of the library due to poor 

mastery of Arabic Language.   
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2.2.2 Question 7: Essay Writing 

In this question, the candidates were required to write an essay about 

school cleanliness which should not exceed 200 words. The question 

aimed at assessing the candidates’ ability to express themselves in the 

Arabic Language. The question was set from the topic of composition. 

 

This question was attempted by 134 (61.2%) candidates, out of whom 

87 (64.9%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. Moreover, the data indicate 

that, 38 (28.4%) candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and only 9 

(6.7%) candidates scored from 9 to 16 marks. The general performance 

of the candidates in the question was average, as only 47 (35.1%) 

candidates scored an average of 35 per cent and above, of the 20 marks 

allocated to the question. The overall candidates’ performance in the 

question is summarised in Figure 7. 

 
   Figure 7: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 7 

Further, few candidates (6.7%) had a good performance in this 

question. These candidates explained about school cleanliness which 

did not exceed 200 words. Also, they structured their essays logically 

into such components as introduction, main body and conclusion in a 

good logical flow. As a result, they scored high marks. For example, 

one of the candidates provided correct responses as follows:  
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( يش فيهددا. والنظافددة ان.  نظافددة الجسدد  والبيئددة التددي يعددمددن الأشددياء الهامددة فددي حيددار الإنسدد

معناها إزالة الأوساخ وأبعادها عن الأجسام والأمداكن.  القيدام بنظافدة أجسدام الطدلاب أنفسده  

من النوم. القيام بالنظافدة قبدل وقدوفه  فدي الطدابوم ودخدوله   للفصدول فدي جميدع  بعد قيامه 

للمدمسدة. مثدل: سداحات المدمسدة، الحمامدات، المكاتدب، الفصدول والسدبوّمات.  مرافق عامدة

يوميدا  طلاب الحرص على نظافتهداأه  الأموم يجب على الإن النظافة في المدمسة من  أخيرا،

.إلى أن يغادموهاصوله  إلى المدمسة بعد و )  

“Among the important things in a person’s life is cleanliness of the 

body and the environment in which he/she lives. Cleanliness means 

removing dirty and keeping it away from the bodies and places. 

Students are to clean their bodies after walking up as well as before 

standing assembly and entering classes in all public facilities of the 

school such as: school yards, bathrooms, offices, classrooms and 

blackboards. Additionally, cleanliness in the school is one of the most 

important things that students must take care of daily. This can be done 

as soon as they enter school premises until they leave.” This suggests 

that the candidate had good command of the Arabic Language. Extract 

7.1 is a sample of a candidate who responded well. 
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                    Extract 7.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 7 

 

Extract 7.1 shows a part of responses from a candidate who managed to 

explain about school cleanliness as required. 
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Further analysis of the candidates’ responses shows that there were 

some candidates who had average performance. These candidates 

managed to write explanation on school cleanliness but their responses 

had some grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. Moreover, their 

responses were insufficient in terms of number of words. For example, 

one of the candidates wrote his/her responses with a lot of grammatical 

and spelling mistakes as follow; ( النظافة فدي المدمسدة يسدعيد المعلد  والتلميدذ فدي

وفهدد  الدددفتوم محفددظ المددريض ). This candidate intended to write like this 

(  ض والمحفاهة على البيئة التياسة معلمين وتلاميذ على منع الأمرالنظافة في المدم تساعد

الدماسدديةش نشدداطه  اعددانت مددن ه سددوف تمكددن ) “Hygiene in the school helps 

teachers and students to prevent diseases and preserve the environment 

that will enable them to refresh their academic activities”. 

 

However, there were candidates who performed poorly in this question. 

Most of these candidates provided insufficient and unclear 

explanations. Some of them provided their explanations which were not 

related to the demands of the question. This was due to poor mastery of 

Arabic Language. For example, one of the candidates explained about 

the things and activities available in the school compound instead of 

explaining about school cleanliness. Additionally, their explanations 

had a lot of grammatical and spelling mistakes. Extract 7.2 is a sample 

of a weak response. 
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                 Extract 7. 2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 7 

Extract 7.2 is a sample response from a candidate provided unclear 

explanations on school cleanliness due to poor mastery of Arabic 

Language.   

 



47 

 

2.2.3 Question 8: Letter Writing 

In this question, the candidates were required to write an informal letter 

to reply to those who sent congratulations on the occasion of obtaining 

educational certificates. The question aimed at assessing the candidates’ 

ability to express themselves in the Arabic Language. The question was 

set from the topic of Language Use. 

The question was attempted by 174 (79.5%) candidates, out of whom, 

18 (10.3%) scored from 12 to 15.5 marks, while 55 (31.7%) candidates 

scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 101 (58%) scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. 

The general performance in this question was average as 73 (42%) 

candidates obtained as summarised in Figure 8.  

 
      Figure 8: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 8 

 

A few candidates (10.3%) performed well in this question. They wrote 

good letters. They adhered to the principles of writing informal letters. 

Moreover, they correctly structured their letters by appropriate position 

the address, salutation, main body and a conclusion. They rightly 

replied to those who sent congratulated them on their occasion of 

obtaining the educational certificates in a good logical flow. For 

example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: 
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أخي العزيز، وصلني مسالتك وقد سرمت عند قراستها كل السروم. وتولني الأنلا وشملني ) 

الفر  وعرفت منها لذر النجا  ونتيجة الكفا  وشعرت أنك معي تشامكني الأفرا ، وكان لها 

.في نفسي أجمل الوقع لما فيها من البلاغة والحكمة )  

 

“My dear brother, 

I received your letter and I was very pleased to read it. I was really 

joyous and I came to realise the taste of passing exams of being 

successful which is a result of much struggle. I felt that you are with me 

sharing the happiness. Your letter had the most beautiful impact on me 

because of its eloquence and wisdom”. This implies that the candidates 

were competent in the Arabic Language. Extract 8.1 is a sample of one 

of the candidates in this category. 

                         

 
                    Extract 8.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 8 
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Extract 8.1 shows responses from a candidate who wrote an informal 

letter correctly in a good logical flow. The candidate adhered to the 

principles of formal letter writing. 

Further analysis shows that there were 55 (31.7%) candidates who 

performed averagely. These candidates adhered to the principles of an 

informal letter writing. They correctly wrote the address, greetings, 

main body and a conclusion. However, their responses had a lot of 

grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. Hence, they were moderately 

awarded and performed averagely. For example, one of the candidates 

wrote the following spelling mistakes as follow: ( الثنوي -الرسل  – تلميسذ ) 

instead of ( الثانوي -الرسالة  –تلميذ  ) “Students-Letter -Secondary”. Another 

example, one of the candidates wrote ( الجران -بليم السلام  –في الجسمك  ) 

instead of ( الجيران -بلّم السلام  –في جسمك  ) “In your body – Send salute – 

Neighbour” due to poor command of Arabic Language. 

 

On the contrary, there were some (58%) candidates who performed 

weakly in this question. Most of those candidates had inability to 

express themselves by using Arabic Language. They wrote unclear 

explanations or repeated the question. Other candidates provided the 

explanations which were not related to the demands of the question. For 

example, one of the candidates wrote explanations related to a job 

application letter instead of congratulations on the occasion of obtaining 

the educational certificates. A few of them adhered to the principles of a 

formal letter writing instead of writing an informal letter writing. Those 

candidates lacked sufficient vocabulary in Arabic Language or had 

difficulties to comprehend the demands of the question. Extract 8.2 is a 

sample of a weak response. 
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                   Extract 8.2: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 8 

 

Extract 8.2 is a sample response from a candidate who provided 

explanations which had a lot of grammatical errors and spelling 

mistakes. 
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES IN EACH QUESTION 

IN  ARABIC LANGUAGE PAPER 2 

3.1 Section 1: Short Answer Questions 

This section had five questions and the candidates were required to attempt 

four (4) questions. Each question carried fifteen (15) marks. 

3.1.1 Question 1: The Eloquence and Rhetoric 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question aimed at 

assessing the candidates’ ability to understand the concepts of (البلاغة) 

“Al-balagha” and (الفصاحة) “Al-fasha” in rhetoric. The question was set 

from the topic of rhetoric. 

 

In part (a), the candidates were required to answer the following five 

items given;  

 Clarify one (وضّح فرقا واحدا من الفروق الكاسنة بين الفصاحة والبلاغة) (1

difference between eloquence (الفصاحة) “Al-fasaha” and rhetoric 

  .”Al-balagha“ (البلاغة)

2) ( أفصح الصبح لذي عنين" متى تقال هذه العبامر؟" ) When is this phrase said? 

‘The morning dawn broke to those who have two eyes’ 

3) ( لمقتضى الحال" ما المقصود بهذا التعريف "البلاغة هي مطابقة الكلام ) What does 

this mean? “Rhetoric is the conformity of speech to the need of the 

situation”.  

4) ( ؟كيف ينمي الإنسان مهامته البلاغية ) How does a person develop rhetorical 

skills? 

5) ( " ماذا فهمت من هذا ....بامر صحيحة وفصيحةالبلاغة هي ت ية معنى الجليل واضحا بع"

 What do you understand from this definition? “Rhetoric is (التعريف؟

the performance of the meaning of the great and clear with a correct 

and eloquent phrase……..." 

 

In part (b), candidates were required to read the following passage and 

then to identify each metaphor contained in it as well as clarifying its 

statement of relationships: ( ألقى الأمام كلمة مؤثرر في نفوس المصلين وذكر الحي

الذي أصابته صاعقة هدمت المنازل وأخذ الناس يجعلون أصابعه  في .ذانه  من شدّتها. 

ن بعض وكالات الأنباء س لت القرى المجاومر للحي فقالوا: إن الصاعقة حدثت في وقال: إ

، وما إن بزغ الفجر حتى مأينا أفواجا من الناس يغادمون الحي تسيل أعينه  منتصف الليل

من الأسى. ث  حدثت كامثة أخرى، فبعدما هدأت الجو هجمت بعض العصبات الحي فسرقوا 
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لمكان خرابا لا يوصف، أولئك الذين ي كلون في بطونه  ناماممتكلات الناس وأحدثوا في ا ) 

“The Imam delivered a speech which affected the hearts of worshipers. 

He mentioned the district that was hit by a lightning strike that 

demolished houses and people started putting their fingers in their ears 

because of its intensity. He said: Some news agencies asked the 

villages surrounding the district, and they said. The thunderbolt 

occurred in the middle of night, and as soon as dawn broke, we saw 

groups of people leaving the district, their eyes dripping with grief. 

Then another disaster occurred. After the atmosphere calmed down, 

some gangs attacked the district, stole people’s properties and caused 

indescribable damage to the place, those who ate fire in their stomachs. 

Data show that the question was attempted by 196 (89.5%) candidates, 

whereby 13.8 per cent scored from 9 to 13.5 marks. Moreover, 35.7 per 

cent of them scored from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 50.5 per cent scored 

from 0 to 5.0 marks. Among the candidates with weak performance, 

13.7 per cent scored 0 mark. The general performance of the candidates 

in this question was average. This is because 49.5 per cent scored 

below of 30 per cent of 15 marks allocated to this question. The overall 

performance of the candidates in this question is summarised in Figure 

9. 

 
      Figure 9: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 1 
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The candidates who performed well in this question were able to 

answer the five items given. They also managed to identify metaphors 

contained in the passage and clarified its statement of relationships as 

required. 

 

For example, in part (a), one of the candidates who performed well 

provided his/her answers as follows: 

1) ( البلاغة تكون بالألفاه والمعنى معا تكون في الألفاه دون المعنى حينما الفصاحة ) 

“The eloquence deals with the word without the meaning whereby 

the rhetoric deals with the word and the meaning as well”. 

 

2) ( لأمر بان وههر بعد استتامه وخفاسه تقال هذه العبامر ) “This phrase is said for 

something that has appeared after his concealment”. 

 

 It is an“ (هو مناسبة الكلام لما يحتاجه ويتطلبه حال السامعين والمخاطبين) (3

appropriate speech to what is needed and required depending on the 

situation of listeners or the addressee”. 

 

4) ( فة اللغة، والنظر والحفظ يستطيع الأنسان أن ينمي مهامته البلاغية بالتوسع في معر

للغة العربية المختلفة ومواسع الشعر والنثر والممامسة والدمبةللمتون ا ) “A person 

can develop rhetorical skills by expanding his knowledge of the 

language, looking and memorizing various texts of the Arabic 

language, masterpieces of poetry, prose, practice and training”. 

 

5) ( صحيحة من حيث المعنى وقواعد اللغة، ب ن  الكلام تكون هذا التعريف أنفي  فهمت

 I“ (يكون المعنى مفهوما، وتكون كل كلمة فيها جامية على الأقيسة الصرفية واللغوية

understand that a speech can be correct in terms of meaning and 

language rules if the meaning is clearly understood and it adheres to 

morphological and linguistic measures”. 

 

In item (b), for example, one of the candidates who performed well in 

this question provided his/her answers as follows: 

 

1) ( (، وعلاقته الجزسية لأن المراد بها الكلاماز المرسل في لفظ )كلمةالمج ) “A 

metaphor is on utterance “word” and its relationship is a part 

because it is intended for the speech”. 
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 (المجاز المرسل في لفظ )اصابعه (، وعلاقته الكلية لأن المراد بالأصابع أطرافها) (2

“The metaphor is a word “fingers” and its relationship is wholeness 

because it is intended for their fingertips”. 

 

 The“ (المجاز المرسل في لفظ )القرى(، وعلاقته المحليةّ لأن المراد بها أهل القرى) (3

metaphor is a word “villages” and its relationship is the place 

because it is intended for the people of the village”. 

 

المجاز المرسل في لفظ )أعينه (، وعلاقته المحليةّ لأن المراد ب عين الدموع التي ) (4

 The metaphor is a word “eyes” and its relationship is“ (تسيل من العيون

the place because it is intended for the tears that fall from the eyes”. 

 

المجاز المرسل في لفظ )ناما(، وعلاقته المسببية لأن المراد بالنام الأشياء المحرمة ) (5

 The metaphor is a word (fire) and its“ (التي تسبب دخوله  في النام

relationship is the causation because it is intended for the forbidden 

things that cause them to be thrown into the fire”. 

 

This good performance shows that the candidates had sufficient 

knowledge of metaphor. Extract 9.1 is a sample of good responses 

from one of the candidates.  
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                    Extract 9.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 1 

 

Extract 9.1 shows responses from a candidate who managed to clarify 

the difference between eloquence (الفصاحة) “Al-fasaha” and rhetoric 

 Al-balagha”. Furthermore, he/she provided the intended“ (البلاغة)

meanings to the given definitions.  
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On the other hand, the candidates with average performance were able 

to provide correct responses to two items on the given statements. They 

also provided three out of five items in identifying metaphors contained 

in the passage and clarifying its relationships.  

 

Contrary, there were 70 (35.7%) candidates who scored low marks. 

Most of these candidates provided incorrect responses to both the five 

items given and metaphors contained in the passage and its 

relationships. Hence, they were awarded low marks.  

 

In part (a), Most of the candidates failed in item (2-5), for example, one 

of the candidates provided his/her answer as follows: (2)- ( تقال في وقت

حالصب ) “It is said in the morning”.  (3)- ( عريف هو حسن البيان تالمقصود بهذا ال

 What is meant by this definition is good statement“ (وقور الت ثير في النفلا

and strong influence on the soul”. (4)- ( م ينمي الإنسان مهامته بمطابقة الكلا

 A person can develop his rhetorical skills by“ (لمقتضى الحال ودلالة التراكيب

matching the words to the situation and the significance of the 

structures”. (5)- (فهمت من هذا التعريف أن البلاغة لازم أن يكون الكلام جميلا) “I 

understand this definition as that rhetoric must be a good speech”. 

 

Another candidate wrote as follows: (2) - ( هذه العبامر بالفتى التي تكلّ   تقال

 This phrase is said by the boy who spoke the words with“ (الكلام أكبر معنى

the greatest meaning. (3)- ( ين كل شئ في يب قصود بهذا التعريف هو البيان الذيالم

 What is meant by this definition is the statement that shows“ (العل 

everything in education. (4)- ( في البلاغة إذا استعمل اللغة  ينمي الأنسان مهامته

 A person develops skill in eloquence if he/she uses language“ (بالفصاحة

with eloquence. (5)- ( يساعد المتكل  في استعمال  مت في هذا التعريف أن البلاغةفه

مالكلا ) “I understand from this definition that rhetoric helps the speaker 

to use speech. 

 

The correct answers were supposed to be as follows: (1)- ( تكون في  الفصاحة

بالألفاه والمعنى معا البلاغة تكون الألفاه دون المعنى حينما ) “The eloquence deals 

with the word without the meaning whereby the rhetoric deals with the 

word and the meaning”. (2)- (تقال هذه العبامر لأمر بان وههر بعد استتامه وخفاسه) 

“This phrase is said for something that has appeared after his 

concealment”. (3)- (هو مناسبة الكلام لما يحتاجه ويتطلبه حال السامعين والمخاطبين) 

“It is an appropriate speech to what is needed and required depending on 
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the situation of listeners or the addressee”. (4)- ( يستطيع الأنسان أن ينمي

للغة العربية المختلفة ة اللغة، والنظر والحفظ للمتون امعرف مهامته البلاغية بالتوسع في

 A person can develop rhetorical skills“ (ومواسع الشعر والنثر والممامسة والدمبة

by expanding his knowledge of the language, looking and memorizing 

various texts of the Arabic language, masterpieces of poetry, prose, 

practice and training”. (5)- ( صحيحة من حيث  الكلام تكون هذا التعريف أنفي  فهمت

المعنى وقواعد اللغة، ب ن يكون المعنى مفهوما، وتكون كل كلمة فيها جامية على الأقيسة 

 I understand that a speech can be correct in terms of“ (الصرفية واللغوية

meaning and language rules if the meaning is clearly understood and it 

adheres to morphological and linguistic measures”. 

 

 

In part (b), some of the candidates failed to identify metaphors from the 

passage. For example, one of the candidates provided wrong metaphors 

as follows: (  –أخذ= مجاز مرسل وعلاقته حلية  -ألقى= مجاز مرسل وعلاقته حالية 

بزغ= مجاز مرسل وعلاقته حالية –حدثت= مجاز مرسل وعلاقته حالية  ) “Deliver- 

metaphor and its relationships is the situation; take- metaphor and its 

relationships is the situation; occur- metaphor and its relationships is 

the situation and rise- metaphor and its relationships is the situation”. 

The correct answers were supposed to be: 

 

 A“ (المجاز المرسل في لفظ )كلمة(، وعلاقته الجزسية لأن المراد بها الكلام)  (1

metaphor is on utterance “word” and its relationship is a part 

because it is intended for the speech”. 

 

 (المجاز المرسل في لفظ )اصابعه (، وعلاقته الكلية لأن المراد بالأصابع أطرافها) (2

“The metaphor is a word “fingers” and its relationship is wholeness 

because it is intended for their fingertips”. 

 

3) ( جاز المرسل في لفظ )القرى(، وعلاقته المحليةّ لأن المراد بها أهل القرىالم ) “The 

metaphor is a word “villages” and its relationship is the place 

because it is intended for the people of the village”. 

 

4) (  عين الدموع التي تسيل المجاز المرسل في لفظ )أعينه (، وعلاقته المحليةّ لأن المراد ب

 The metaphor is a word “eyes” and its relationship is the“ (من العيون

place because it is intended for the tears that fall from the eyes”. 
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On the other hand, some of the candidates failed to clarify the 

relationships of the metaphors identified. For example, in item (b-5), 

one of the candidates identified the word (نام) “Fire” as metaphors and 

its relation shops is to consider what will be instead of ( المجاز المرسل في

تسبب دخوله  في لفظ )ناما(، وعلاقته المسببية لأن المراد بالنام الأشياء المحرمة التي 

 The metaphor in the word (fire) and its relationship is the“ (النام

causation because it is intended for the forbidden things that cause 

them to be thrown into the fire”. 

 

 
             Extract 9.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 1   

Extract 9.2 is a sample of part of responses from a candidate who 

provided irrelevant responses to all the five items given.            
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3.1.2 Question 2: Metaphor and Metonymy 

This question had three parts, (a), (b) and (c). The question aimed at 

assessing the candidates’ ability to understand the concepts of ( المجاز

 .Attash-bihu” in rhetoric“ (التشبيه) Al-majazi”, “Al-kinaya” and“ (والكناية

The question was set from the topic of rhetoric. 

 

In part (a), the candidates were required to identify and clarify five 

metonymies from the following three verses of the poetry. 

 

 How many women“ (محلت فك  باك ب جفان شادن عليّ * وك  باك ب جفان ضيغ ) (1

and men were saddened by my departure”. 

2) ( سطه  ترابفصبحّه  وبسطه  حرير * ومسّاه  وب ) “They woke up in feeling 

happy in the morning and they became distress in the evening”. 

3) ( جبتني لا سقوطا قناعها * إذا مشت ولا بذات تلفتلقد أع ) “I am pleased with the 

strength of her girdle when she walks and does not fall”. 

 

In part (b), they were required to compose five similes using the 

following similarities: ( المكر -النعومة  -السواد  –الجود  –الجرأر  ) “daring, 

goodness, blackness, softness and cunning” 

 

In part (c), they were required to clarify the intended meaning of the 

underlined metaphors and change them into similes from the given 

verses of poetry. 

 

1) ( لى العناب بالعنّاب بالبردف مطرت لؤلؤا من نرجلا * وسقت ومدا وعضّت ع ) “Her 

tears dripping like pearls from the eye * and falling on the cheeks as 

a rose, the lips glistening like the red fruit of inabu and shining like 

the white fruit of baradi while biting.”  

 

2) ( طامد كل فقر وإقتامأيت جبالا تجري في البحام * وبحاما تم ) “I saw the 

mountain running in the sea * and sea chasing every poverty”. 

Data analysis shows that 117 (53.4) candidates attempted this question, 

of them 88 (75.2%) scored from 0 to 5.0 marks. Moreover, 27 (23.1%) 

scored from 5.5 to 8 marks and only 2 (1.7%) candidates scored from 9 

to 11.5 marks. Figure 10 summarises the performance in question 2.  
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     Figure 10: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 2 

 

The candidates who performed well in this question managed to 

identify and clarify five metonymies. They also were able to compose 

five similes using the given similarities. Moreover, they could clarify 

the intended meaning of the underlined metaphors and changed them 

into similes as required.  

 

 For example, in part (a), one of the candidates provided his/her 

responses as follows:  

 ”The crying of gazelle“ (الباكي ب جفان شادن، مقصوده المرأر المليحة الحسناء) (1

means the beautiful woman. 

( جاع الكري الباكي ب جفان ضيغ ، مقصوده الرجل الش ) “The crying of lion” 

means the brave men”. 

 .”And spread them silk means pride“ (وبسطه  حرير، مقصوده العزّر) (2

 And spread them dust means“ (وبسطه  تراب، مقصوده الذلّة)

humiliation”. 

 Don’t fall off her mask means“ (لا سقوطا قناعها، مقصوده الحياء والحشمة) (3

modesty and decency”. 

 

For example, in part (b), one of the candidates provided his/her 

responses as follows:  

 .”As if said a tiger in boldness“ (ك ن سعيدا نمر في الجرءر) (1
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 .”You father is like the sea in abundance“ (أبوك مثل البحر في الجود) (2

 .”His hair is like a night in blackness“ (شعره كالليل في السواد) (3

 A woman’s hand is like wool in“ (يد المرأر مثل الصوف في النعومة) (4

softness”. 

 .”You are like a rabbit in cunning“ (أنت شبيه بالأمنب في المكر) (5

 

For example, in part (c), one of the candidates answered correctly as 

follows: 

1) ( عالمقصود باللؤلؤ هو قطرات الدمو ) “The intended meaning for pearls is 

drop of tears” 

( في البياض والتشبيه: ك ن قطرات الدموع لؤلؤ ) “As if the drops of tears 

mean pearls in white”. 

 .”What is meant for the rose is cheeks“ (المقصود بالومد هو الخدّ ) (2

 Her cheek is like a rose in“ (والتشبيه: لها خدّ كالومد في الاحمرام)

redness”. 

 .”What is meant by Al-baradu is teeth“ (المقصود بالبرد هو الأسنان) (3

 As if his teeth were Al-baradu in“ (والتشبيه: ك ن أسنانه برد في الصفاء)

serenity” 

 What is meant by the mountains is for“ (المقصود بالجبال هو السفن) (4

ships”. 

 Ships were like mountain in“ (والتشبيه: كانت السفن مثل الجبال في الامتفاع)

height”. 

 What is meant by the sea is the noble“ (المقصود بالبحر هو الرجل الكري ) (5

man”. 

 ”You are like the sea in tunnels“ (والتشبيه: أنت مثل البحر في الإنفاق)

 

This shows that the candidates had sufficient knowledge (المجاز والكناية) 

“Al-majazi”, “Al-kinaya” and (التشبيه) “Attash-bihu”.  Extract 10.1 is a 

sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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                Extract 10.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 2 

Extract 10.1 shows responses from a candidate who managed to 

compose five similes using the given words: (  -السواد  –الجود  –الجرأر 

المكر -النعومة  ) “daring, goodness, blackness, softness and cunning”. 

However, some of the sentences have grammatical errors. 

Further analysis shows that the candidates who performed averagely 

managed to identify some of metonymies but they could not clarify the 

intended meaning of those metonymies. They were also able to 

compose some similes using the given similarities. This implies that 

the candidates had insufficient knowledge of the topic of metonymy. 

On the contrary, there were 88 (75.2%) candidates who performed 

weakly in this question. These candidates were unable to identify five 

metonymies which were available in the given three verses of poem as 

well as to clarify the intended meanings. For example, one of the 

candidates clarified the intended meaning for the metonymies as 

follows: (1)- ( الظلام لباكي ب جفان شادن، مقصوده ) “The crying of gazelle” is 

meant for the darkness instead of ( الباكي ب جفان شادن، مقصوده المرأر المليحة

 The crying of gazelle” is meant for the beautiful woman” and“ (الحسناء

another one wrote ( النوم الباكي ب جفان ضيغ ، مقصوده ) “The crying of 

gazelle” is meant for the light instead of ( الباكي ب جفان ضيغ ، مقصوده الرجل

 The crying of lion” is meant for the brave men”. Another“ (الشجاع الكري 
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example, one of the candidates wrote that ( الحل  لا سقوطا قناعها، مقصوده ) 

“Don’t fall off her mask is meant for the dream” instead of (  لا سقوطا

 Don’t fall off her mask is meant for“ (قناعها، مقصوده الحياء والحشمة

modesty and decency”. 

 

Moreover, they failed to compose five similes using the given 

similarities. For example, one of the candidates used the simile for the 

following similarity (السواد) “Black” as follows: ( مأيت الغراب مثل السواد في

مأيت الغراب مثل ) I saw the crow like a black in colour instead of“ (اللون

 I saw the crow like the charcoal by colour”. Another“ (الفح  في السواد

example for the similarity was (الجود) “Abundance”. One of the 

candidates wrote (علي كالإبل في الجود) “Ali is like a camel in abundance” 

 .”You father is like the sea in abundance“ (أبوك مثل البحر في الجود)

 

Furthermore, they did not manage to clarify the intended meaning of 

the underlined metaphors and change them into similes. For example, 

one of the candidates provided his/her responses as follows: (  المقصود

كالومد ة، مثل مأيت البنت الجميلةالبنت الجميل بالود هي ) “What is meant by a rose 

is a beautiful girl”, for example, I saw a beautiful girl is like a rose 

walking” instead of ( ّالمقصود بالومد هو الخد) “What is meant by the rose is 

the cheek”, for example, (والتشبيه: لها خدّ كالومد في الاحمرام) “Her cheek is 

like a rose in redness. Another candidate wrote ( المقصود بالبحر هو الرجل

بقيت ماؤه قليلالفقير، مثل مأيت الإنسان فقيرا عندما  ) “What is meant for the sea 

is a poor man, for example, I saw the poor man like the sea where there 

is little water left” instead of ( المقصود بالبحر هو الرجل الكري) “What is 

meant for the sea is the kind man”, for example, ( ل البحر والتشبيه: أنت مث

 You are like the sea in spending”. This weak performance“ (في الإنفاق

shows that the candidates had insufficient knowledge of the topic of 

metonymy and metaphors. Extract 10.2 is a sample of weak responses. 
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                  Extract 10.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 2 

Extract 10.2 shows responses from a candidate who wrote types of 

metonymy instead of identifying five metonymies in the given three 

verses of poem in part (a). He/she also wrote types of simile instead of 

composing five similes by using the given similarities in part (b).  
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3.1.3 Question 3: Literature (Prose) 

The question had four parts, (a), (b), (c) and (d). The question intended 

to test the candidates’ ability to comprehend the given prose. The 

question was set from the topic of literature. 

 

In part (a), the candidates were required to explain the intended 

meaning of the following passage.  

 

حسب المرء من الجمال أن يكون شريف النفلا مستقي  الخطة، لا يكذب ولا يتلون ولا )

الملوثة ب دمان الرذاسل والعيوب، فلئن يداهن ولا يملق، وان تكون نفسه نقية بيضاء، غير 

فاته الوجه الجميل، والثوب المفوف، والوسام اللامع، والجوهر الساطع، لا يفوته شرف 

ولا نقاء الضمير المذهب، ولا عزر النفلا، ولا إباء الضي  ) “It is suffice for a person 

to have respectable personality, straight in plan and not lying. Not 

belittled, nor deceitful, nor flattering, and that his soul be pure and 

white, and not polluted by the streaks of vices and blemishes. Even if 

he misses the beautiful face. The draped dress and the shining medal, 

he does not miss the honour of the sect, nor self-esteem, nor hate 

injustice and nor purity of conscience”. 

 

In part (b), the candidates were required to explain the value of a man 

according to the text provided. In part (c), the candidates were required 

to write in brief about biography of the speaker’s text as well as to 

clarify the occasion of that text. Moreover, in part (d), they were 

required to explain on the intended meaning of the following 

vocabulary: 

 

( الضميرنقاء  –غير الملوثة  – الخطة -يملق  –أدمان  –وسام  ) “Medal - Dirty - 

flattering- plan- unpolluted- purity of conscience” 

This question was attempted by 120 (54.8%) candidates, of them 20 

(16.7%) scored from 9 to 14 marks. Moreover, 37 (30.8%) scored from 

5.5 to 8.5 marks. Additionally, 63 (52.5%) scored from 0 to 5 marks. 

The general performance in this question was average as 57 (47.5%) 

candidates scored from 5.5 to 14 marks. The candidates’ performance 

is summarised in Figure 11. 
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  Figure 11: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 3 

 

The analysis shows that the candidates who scored high marks in this 

question were able to explain intended meaning of the given text. They 

also evaluated the value of a man in light of what he understood from 

the given text. Moreover, they wrote in brief the biography of the 

speaker’s text and clarified the context of the text. Furthermore, they 

explained the intended meaning of the given vocabulary as instructed. 

This indicates that the candidates had sufficient knowledge of the topic 

of Literature. 

 

For example, in part (b), one of the candidates answered his/her 

responses as follows: 

يكفي المرء لإذا أماد أن يبتس  بالجمال ويكون ذا مكانة في المجتمع مرموقة، أن تكون )

نفسه شريفة، وطريقته في الحيار مستقيمة، وذلك أن لا يكون كذابا، خداعا ويكون كثير ذكر 

 نية للفعل، ويكون فوق ذلك غير منزلة مهوى الإنحلال الخير بلسانه، تودد إلى الناس بلا

أي كان بعد أن امتلك المذهب الشريف  الأخلاقي، إذا كان هذا أمره فلن يضره فقد الجمال

(والضمير الصافي   “It is suffices if a person wants to simile beautifully and 

will be highly respected in society and be honourable, while his life 

style is very straight forward without being a liar, or deceiver, and his 

tongue utters good words. In this way, he will not be harmed for lack of 

beauty, as it is if he has noble behavior and good intentions”. 
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In part (b), for example, one of the answered as follows: ( تقاس قيمة الرجل

 (ب خلاقه الحميدر وصفاته الجميلة هاهرا وباطنا، لا بمجرد ثروته أو جمال وجهه وملبسه

“The value of a man is measured by his good morals as well as his good 

qualities, pure and inwardly, not just by his wealth or the beauty of his 

face and clothing”. 

 

In part (c), one of the candidates wrote in brief the biography of the 

speaker’s text as follows: ( هو مصطفى لطفي المنفلوطي، كاتب مصري ينسب إلى

الشريف. بالأزهر  دماسته م، تلقى1924-1876بلدر المنفلوطي بالصعيد. عاش بين عامي 

-He is Mustafa Lutfi Al“ (ونش  محبا للأدب فقرأ من الآداب العربية شيئا وفيراً 

Manfaluti, an Egyption writer attributed to the town of Al-manfaluti in 

Sayidi. He lived between 1876 and 1924 AD. He received his studies at 

Al-azhar Al-sharif. He grew up loving literature and read a lot of Arabic 

literature”. 

 

Furthermore, he/she clarified the context of the text as follows: ( كان

صلاحية في المجتمع وخاصة فيما يتعرض له أو لقومه، المنفلوطي يبدي كثيرا من الآماء الإ

نحرافهاوفيما يلا حظ من استقامة التوجهات الفكرية أو ا ) “The genealogy of the text 

came when Al-manfuluti used to express a lot of reformist views in 

society, especially in the incidents that his people were exposed to, and 

in what he noticed of the correctness of intellectual trends or the 

deviation 

 

In part (d), one of the candidates explained the intended meaning of the 

given vocabulary as follows: (  – = أوساخأدمان – = الشامر يزين بها الصدموسام

= نقية غير الملوثة – = طريقة العيش والتعامل مع الناسالخطة  -يملق= لا يصدق ودّه 

لصافي= الضمير انقاء الضمير – بيضاء ) “Medal= the badge adorns the chest -

Dirty=unclean -Flattering=unbelievable -Plan=way of living and 

dealing with people -unpolluted= Pure white -purity of conscience = 

good -hearted”. This good performance suggests that these candidates 

had sufficient knowledge of the Literature. Extract 11.1 is a sample of 

a candidate’s responses. 
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Extract 11.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 3 

Extract 11.1 shows responses from a candidate who managed to 

explain the meaning of the given vocabulary though there were some 

grammatical errors. 

Conversely, there were 37 (30.8%) candidates who had average 

performance in this question. Most of those candidates provided 

correct answers particularly to some items of part (c) and (d). Hence, 

they obtained average marks. 

Additionally, there were 63 (52.5%) candidates who failed this 

question. In part (b), some of the candidates explained intended 
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meaning of the given text by repeating the given. Other provided 

unclear explanations due to a poor mastery of Arabic Language.  

 

In part (b), the candidates were unable to evaluate the value of a man 

according to what was learned from the text as most of them did not 

understand the given text. For example, one of the candidates 

responded as follows: ( ء ما فهمته من النص بلسان تقاس قيمة الرجل على ضو

 ,My tongue is strict without blemish”. Another example“ (صامم لاعيب فيه

one of the candidates answered as follows ( مة الرجل على ضوء ما تقاس قي

 The value of a man“ (فهمته بالجهد لأنه يجتهد أن يرى الشخاص يعيشون في سلامة

is measured with effort because he strives to see people live in safety” 

instead of ( تقاس قيمة الرجل ب خلاقه الحميدر وصفاته الجميلة هاهرا وباطنا، لا بمجرد

 The value of a man is measured by his good“ (ثروته أو جمال وجهه وملبسه

morals as well as his good qualities, pure and inwardly, not just by his 

wealth or the beauty of his face and clothing”. 

 

In part (c), most of the candidates attempted to write in brief the 

biography of the author. However, their explanations were unclear and 

had some grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. This was due to 

the lack of the vocabulary and ability to express in Arabic Language. 

For example, one of the candidates provided his/her answer as follows: 

 This sentence was unclear .(وكان يحتص في مس لة الأجتمعية في زامه )

because, it has grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. The correct 

sentence was supposed to be; ( جتماعية في زمنه كان النص يختص بالمساسل الإ ) 

“This text was about social issues during their time”. 

 

In part (d), the candidates explained incorrect meaning of the given 

vocabulary. For example, one of the candidates provided meaning of 

the given vocabulary as follows: (  –ق= تمليق ليم –الوسام= الطبيعة الكريمة 

الخطواتالخطة= ) “Medal= a good manner, -Flattering =to flatter -

Plan=Plans” instead of (   -لا يصدق ودّه يملق=  - = الشامر يزين بها الصدموسام

= طريقة العيش والتعامل مع الناسالخطة ) “Medal= the badge adorns the chest - 

-Flattering=unbelievable -Plan=way of living and dealing with people”. 

Another candidate wrote as follows: ( –غير ملوث=موسطة –الوسام= الحلول 

الضمير= جبهتنّ عاليةنقاء  ) “Medal= solutions -unpolluted=Medium -purity 

of conscience = high front” instead of ( غير  –– = الشامر يزين بها الصدموسام

= الضمير الصافينقاء الضمير – = نقية بيضاءالملوثة ) “Medal= the badge adorns 
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the chest - -unpolluted= Pure white -purity of conscience = good -

hearted”. Extract 11.2 is a sample of weak responses. 

   Extract 11.2: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 3 

Extract 11.2 shows responses from a candidate who provided incorrect 

meaning to the given vocabulary and copied the words from the given 

text and used them as the answers for both parts (a) and (b).  
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3.1.4 Question 4: Literature (Poem) 

This question had four parts, (a), (b), (c) and (d). The question intended 

to test the candidates’ ability to comprehend the Arabic poems. The 

question was set from the topic of literature. 

 

In part (a), the candidates were required to write five missing verses of 

the poem provided: 

 

 ..........................................   **    هذا ابن خير عبــــــاد الله كله 

 العرب تعرف من أنكرت والعج **   ....................................    

 ...........................................**      هذا ابن فاطمة إن كنت تجهلــه

 ...........................................**       إذا مأتـــه قريش قال قاسلـــها 

 ـان لاءه نــــعـــ لـــو لا التـــشهد ك**       ....................................

 

“This is the son of the best of all God’s servants ** …………………… 

……………………………. ** the Arabs and non-Arabs know who 

denied. 

This is the son of Fatima** ……………………………………………. 

If a Quraysh saw him, he would say ** ………………………………... 

…………………………………    ** Had it not been for the tashahudi, 

his loyalty would have been yes”. 

 

In part (b), the candidates were required to explain two purposes from 

the poem sung by Al-farzdaq ( ...........هذا الذي تعرف البطحاء وط ته ) “This is 

whom the land of Mecca knows and stomped on his legs………” by 

citing what supports their answers. 

 

In part (c), they were required to explain the intended meaning of the 

following given verses of poem: 

 

 My tongue is strict“ (لساني صامم لا عيب فيه ** وبحري لا تكدمه الدلاء)

without blemish and nautical not disturbed by buckets”. 

 

In part (d), they were required to explain the meaning of the following 

vocabulary: 

( العل  -يغضى  –الصاعقة  –النقي  –الناهر  ) “Beholder -pure -bolt of lightning, 

-disregard -Star”. 
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The question was attempted by 216 (98.6%) candidates who sat for the 

Examination. The performance shows that, 123 (56.9%) candidates 

scored from 9 to 15 marks. Moreover, 75 (34.8%) candidates scored 

from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and only 18 (8.3%) candidates scored from 0 to 5 

marks. The general performance was good because 198 (91.7%) 

candidates scored from 5.5 to 14 marks as illustrated in Figure 12. 

 
  Figure 12: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 4 

 

The data reveal that 123 (56.9) candidates who performed well in this 

question understood the requirements of the question. They were able to 

write five missing verses. They also managed to explain two purposes 

found in the poem as recited by Al-farzdaq ( هذا الذي تعرف البطحاء

...........وط ته ) “This is whom the land of Mecca knows and stomped on 

his legs………” as well as cited what supports their answers. Moreover, 

they were able to explain the intended meaning of the given verses of 

poem (لساني صامم لا عيب فيه ** وبحري لا تكدمه الدلاء) “My tongue is strict 

without blemish and nautical not disturbed by buckets”. Furthermore, 

they managed to explain the meaning of the given vocabulary (  –الناهر 

العل  -يغضى  –الصاعقة  –النقي  ) “Beholder -Pure -Bolt of lightning -

Disregard -Star” as required. 
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In part (a), for example, one of the candidates was able to provide 

correct responses to the five missing verses as follows: 

 هــــذا التقي النقي الطاهر الـعــل    هذا ابن خير عبــــــاد الله كله    ** 
 **   العرب تعرف من أنكرت والعج    وليلا قولك من هــذا بضاســره
 بجــــده أنـبيـاء اللـــــه قد خـــتـموا  **   هذا ابن فاطمة إن كنت تجهلــه 

 إلى المكـــامم هــــذا ينتهي الكــرمإذا مأتـــه قريش قال قاسلـــها      **   
 **   لـــو لا التـــشهد كـان لاءه نــــعـــ     ما قال "لا" قط إلا في تشهــده

 

“This is the son of the best of all God’s servants * this pious, pure, 

famous, honorable person. 

And your words are not weak bastard * the Arabs and non-Arabs know 

whom denied. 

This is the son of Fatima** in his grandfather, the prophets of God 

were sealed. 

If a Quraysh saw him, he would say ** it to the nobles: this is the end 

of generosity. 

He never said, “no” except in his tashahud ** had it not been for the 

tashahudi, his loyalty would have been yes”. 

 

In part (b), for example, one of the candidates explained two purposes 

found in the poem sung by Al-farzdaq ( ...........هذا الذي تعرف البطحاء وط ته ) 

“This is whom the land of Mecca knows and stomped on his 

legs………” and cited what supports his answer as follows: 

 

هذه القصيدر تتضمن الغرضين هما المد  واالهجاء  المد  في قوله: هذا الذي تعرف )

الهجاء في قوله: وليلا قولك من هذا بضاسره ** العرب تعرف البطحاء وط ته، وكما جاء 

  .This poem had two purpose namely praise and satire“ (من أنكرت والعج 

For example, the praise is this verse as says: This is whom the land of 

Mecca knows and stomped on his legs and the satire of the poem as 

says: your saying of this is not weak bastard * the Arabs know whom 

denied and the non-Arabs”. 

 

In part (c), for example, one of the candidates explained the intended 

meaning of these verses of poem ( لساني صامم لا عيب فيه ** وبحري لا تكدمه

 My tongue is strict without blemish and nautical not disturbed“ (الدلاء

by buckets” as follows: 
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إن شعري كالبحر العميق ولساني كالحسام القاطع ففي هذه القصيدر، يهجو حسان بن ثابت ) 

عة من الكلمات في مده  المشركين الذين كانوا يهجون النبي وأصحابه أنه لديه ثرور واس

اسه على إهج ) “My poetry is like a deep sea and my tongue is like a sharp 

sword.  In this poem, Hassan tells the polytheists who used to spell the 

prophet and companions that he has a vast wealth of words in their 

response to their spelling. 

 

In part (d), for example, one of the candidates managed to explain the 

meaning of the given vocabulary as follows: 

( يغضى= يميل نظره  –الصاعقة= صوت الرعد  – النقي = الصافي الطاهر –الناهر= العين 

العل = السيد في قومه –ويخفضه  ) “Beholder=the seer; -Pure=Good morals; -

Bolt of lightning=Thunder sound; -Disregard= Tilt his gaze; -Star=the 

master of his people”. This good performance indicates that these 

candidates had sufficient knowledge of the poems. Extract 12.1 is a 

sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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                  Extract 12.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 4 

Extract 12.1 shows a part of responses from a candidate who provided 

correct answers to the five missing verses. He/she explained the 

meaning of the given vocabulary as required. 

Conversely, there were 75 (34.8%) candidates who had average 

performance in this question. Most of those candidates managed to 
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write the five missing verses. Moreover, they explained the meaning of 

the two or three of the given vocabulary related to the poem.  

In contrast, 18 (8.3%) candidates did not perform well in this question 

due to insufficient knowledge of literature particularly poems. In part 

(a), the candidates were unable to complete the missing verses with 

appropriate information as they left the question unanswered.  

 

In part (b), the candidates could not provide two purposes that includes 

in this poem recited by Al-farzdaq ( ...........هذا الذي تعرف البطحاء وط ته ) 

“This is whom the land of Mecca knows and stomped on his 

legs………” as well as to cite what supports the answer. Additionally, 

majority of them guessed the two purposes found in the poem but they 

were unable to clarify their answer by citing evidence from the poem. 

For example, one of the candidates managed to provide two purposes 

of poem that are praise and satire. The correct answer was supposed to 

be ( الهجاء  المد  في قوله: هذا الذي تعرف لغرضين هما المد  وهذه القصيدر تتضمن ا

البطحاء وط ته، وكما جاء الهجاء في قوله: وليلا قولك من هذا بضاسره ** العرب تعرف 

  .This poem had two purposes namely praise and satire“ (من أنكرت والعج 

For example, the praise is this poem says: This is whom the land of 

Mecca knows and stomped on his legs. The satire is this poem says: 

your saying of this is not weak bastard * the Arabs know whom denied 

and the non-Arabs”.  

 

Furthermore, some of the candidates provided answers which were not 

related to the demands of the question. For example, one of the 

candidates wrote the two purposes as follows: ( أماد الفرزدق أن يفه  الملك

 Al-Farzdaqa wanted the king to“ (لأن زيد العابدين مجل مشهوم في مكة

understand that Zainal-abidin was famous man in Mecca”.  

  

In part (c), most of the candidates were unable explain the intended 

meaning of the given verses due to inability to express themselves in 

Arabic Language. Hence, they wrote unclear explanations. Moreover, 

their responses had a lot of grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. 

For example, one of the candidates explained the meaning of these 

verses as (لساني صامم لا عيب فيه ** وبحري لا تكدمه الدلاء) “My tongue is 

strict without blemish and nautical not disturbed by buckets” as 



77 

 

follows: ( ر في هذه البيت أن كلامه لا يستهي ولا يخاف أن قال كلّ ما يقصد هذا الشاع

 This sentence was unclear because of a lot of grammatical and .(يريد

spelling mistakes. 

 

In part (d), the candidates provided incorrect meaning to the given 

vocabulary ( العل  - ييغض –الصاعقة  –النقي  –الناهر  ) “Beholder   - Good 

morals - Thunder sound, - He tilts his gaze – the master of his people”. 

For example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: (  –الناهر= المقصود 

العل = الرجل الذي عنده العل  –يخرج  =ييعض –الصاعقة= كونه  ) “Beholder= 

Intended for - Bolt of lightning = Being -Disregard= go out -Star = the 

educated person”. Another candidate wrote as follows: ( الصاعقة= الصادقة

العل = التعرف –= العيب ييغض – ) “Bolt of lightning=Sincere, - Disregard – 

defect – Star= Identification” instead of ( النقي = الصافي  –الناهر= العين 

العل = السيد في قومه –= يميل نظره ويخفضه ييغض –الصاعقة= صوت الرعد  –الطاهر  ) 

“Beholder=the seer -Pure=Good morals -Bolt of lightning=Thunder 

sound -Disregard= Tilt his gaze -Star=the master of his people”. These 

candidates had insufficient vocabulary in Arabic. Extract 12.2 is a 

sample of weak responses. 
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                Extract 12.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 4 

 

Extract 12.2 shows a part of responses from a candidate who provided 

incorrect responses to all questions.  
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3.1.5 Question 5: The History of the Arabic literature 

This question had two parts, (a) and (b). The question tested the 

candidates’ ability to master the history of the Arabic literature. The 

question was set from the topic of the literature. 

 

In part (a), the candidates were instructed to answer the following five 

items: 

1) ( ؟لماذا تدمس مادر الأدب ) “Why is literature studied?” 

2) ( ؟بالعصر الجاهلي المقصودما  ) “What is meant by pre-Islamic era?” 

3) ( ن زهير بن أبي سلمى بالإختصامتحدّث ع ) “Explain briefly about Zuhair bin 

Abi Sulma”. 

4) ( ؟متى كانت تعقد سوق ذي المجاز ) “When was the market Dhul-majaz 

held?” 

 How did the“ (كيف تحصّل الشاعر حسان بن ثابت على اللقب )الشاعر الإسلامي؟) (5

poet Hassan bin Thabit get the tittle of Islamic poet?”  

 

In part (b), the candidates were required to explain briefly the role of 

literary markets in the development of the Arabic Language. 

This question was attempted by 216 (98.6%) candidates. Among them, 

57 (26.4%) scored from 9 to 15 marks. Moreover, 73 (33.8%) scored 

from 5.5 to 8.5 marks and 86 (39.8%) scored from 0 to 5 marks. The 

overall candidates’ performance in the question is summarised in Figure 

13. 

 
      Figure 13: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 5 
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Analysis shows that the candidates who attempted this question 

performed well. Those candidates answered correctly the five given 

items and explained in brief about the role of literary markets in 

development of the Arabic Language.  

 

In part (a), for example, one of the candidates provided correct answers 

to the five given items as follows: 

 

 The literature is studied to“ (تدمس الأدب لتستمنع النفوس بفنه الجميل) (1

inspire souls with beauty of arts. 

 

2) ( سنة 150هو تلك الفترر التي سبقت ههوم الإسلام بنحو  ) “It is the period that 

preceded the emergency of Islam by about one hundred and fifty 

years”. 

 

3) ( خذ عنه كثيرا من هو زهير بن مبيعة، شب وترعرع في كنف خاله الشاعر بشامة ف 

علمه. تزوج من امرأر من أخواله وأنجبت له ولدين هما كعب وبجير. توفي قبيل بعثة 

عاما 90الرسول )ص( وله من العمر نحو  ) “He is Zuhairu bin Abiy Rabia, 

who grew up in the care of his uncle the poet Bashama and learned 

a lot of his knowledge from him. He married a woman from his 

uncle and she bore him two sons Kaab and Bajir. He died just 

before the mission of the messenger (may God bless him and grant 

him peace and he was about 90 years old”. 

 

 The“ (كانت تعقد سوق ذي المجاز في أواسل ذي الحجة وتستمر إلى موعد الحج) (4

Dhul-Hijja market was held at the beginning of Dhul-Hijja and 

continued until the time of the Hajji”. 

 

5) ( صل حسان بن ثابت على اللقب الشاعر الإسلامي لأنه منذ إسلامه كان يناضل أعداء تح

 (الإسلام من قريش واليهود، وجميع مشركي العرب ويرميه  جميعا بسهام أقواله

“Hassan bin Thabit got the title (Islamic poet) because since his 

conversion to Islam, he has been fighting the enemies of Islam from 

the Qurayshi, Jews and all the polytheists of the Arabs. He shot 

them with the arrows of his words. 
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In part (b), for example, one of the candidates managed to explain 

briefly the role of literary markets in the development of the Arabic 

Language as follows: 

 

مما لا شك فيه أن الأسواق ل  تكن لأجل التجامر فحسب بل كانت منتديات للقول مما فيه من )

. كان لتلك الأسواق .ثام عظيمة في اللغة إنشاد للشعراء، وإلقاء للخطب وبلاغة القول

باسل، لأن الجميع العربية والأدب العربي، وأه  تلك .ثام أنها عملت على تقريب لهجات الق

كانوا يتخاطبون بلغة واحدر ويتعاملون مع تجام قريش، ولذلك قويت لهجة قريش، وكادت 

 There is no doubt the markets were not only for“ (تصبح لغة العرب جميعا

trade but were also forums for speech, including the chanting of poets, 

sermons and eloquence. These markets had great effects in the Arabic 

Language and Literature. The most important of these effects was that it 

worked to bring the dialects of the tribes closer. They all spoke one 

language and dealt with merchants of Quraysh and therefore, they dealt 

with Quraysh and it almost became the language of the Arabs. 

 

This indicates that the candidates had sufficient knowledge of the 

history of the Arabic literature. Extract 13.1 is a sample of a candidate’s 

good responses. 
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                 Extract 13.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 5 

Extract 13.1 shows apart of responses from a candidate who provided 

correct answers to the five given items. He/she explained the role of 

literary markets appropriately in the development of the Arabic 

Language as required. 

On the contrary, the candidates with average performance were able to 

provide correct responses to three items among the five given items and 

explained partially on the role of literary markets in the development of 
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the Arabic Language. This shows that the candidates had insufficient 

knowledge of the topic of literature.  

Contrary, there were 86 (39.8%) candidates who performed weakly in 

this question. Those candidates provided incorrect answers to the five 

given items. They also could not explain about the role of literary 

markets in the development of the Arabic Language. Most of these 

candidates provided unclear responses due to a poor mastery of the 

Arabic Language.  

In part (a), for example, one of the candidates provided his/her answer 

to the item (1) as follows: (تدمس مادر الأدب كي نعرف الأدبية) “The literature 

is studied in order to know the literature. Another candidate wrote that 

( مادر الأدب لنعرف الأخلاق الطريمةتدرس  ) the literature is studied to know a 

good manner” instead of (تدمس الأدب لتستمنع النفوس بفنه الجميل) “The 

literature is studied to inspire souls with beauty of arts.  

 

In item (2), for example, one of the candidates answered as follows: ( هو

 .”It is the era in which the ignorant lived“ (العصر الذي عاش الجاهل

Another one wrote that ( هو ضدّ الحل  وليلا ضدّ العل) It is opposite of 

patience, not opposite knowledge” instead of ( هو تلك الفترر التي سبقت ههوم

سنة 150الإسلام بنحو  ) “It is the period that preceded the emergency of 

Islam by about 150 years”. 

 

In item (3), one of the candidates provided incorrect answer as follows: 

 He is Zuhari bin Abysulma complains (هو زهير بن أبي سلمى يشكو ويعاتب)

and reproaches his people” instead of ( هو زهير بن مبيعة، شب وترعرع في

عنه كثيرا من علمه. تزوج من امرأر من أخواله وأنجبت له  كنف خاله الشاعر بشامة ف خذ

عاما 90ولدين هما كعب وبجير. توفي قبيل بعثة الرسول )ص( وله من العمر نحو  ) “He 

is Zuhairu bin Abiy Rabia, who grew up in the care of his uncle the 

poet Bashama and learned vast of knowledge from him. He married a 

woman from his uncle and she bore him two sons Kaab and Bajir. He 

died just before the mission of the messenger (may God bless him and 

grant him peace and he was about 90 years old”. 

 

Furthermore, in item (4), one of the candidates responded that ( كانت تعقد

 The Dhul majjaaz’s market“ (سوق ذي المجاز بعد شهر ذي القعدر إلى مبيع الأول

was held after the month of Dhul-qaada up to Rabiul-awali”. Another 
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example, one of the candidates wrote that ( كانت تعقد سوق ذي الجاز في أواخر

-The Dhul majjaaz’s market was held at the end of Dhul“ (ذي الحجة

Hijja” instead of ( كانت تعقد سوق ذي المجاز في أواسل ذي الحجة وتستمر إلى موعد

-The Dhul majjaaz’s market was held at the beginning of Dhul“ (الحج

Hijja and continued until the time of the Hajji”. 

 

In item (5), for example, one of the candidates wrote that ( تحصّل حسان بن

الجاهلي والإسلامي ين، العصرثابت على اللقب بعد أن عاش العصر ) “Hassan bin 

Thabit got the title of Islamic poet by living two periods pre-Islamic 

and Islamic era” instead of ( ر الإسلامي تحصل حسان بن ثابت على اللقب الشاع

لأنه منذ إسلامه كان يناضل أعداء الإسلام من قريش واليهود، وجميع مشركي العرب 

 Hassan bin Thabit got the title of Islamic poet“ (ويرميه  جميعا بسهام أقواله

because of conversion to Islam. He has been fighting the enemies of 

Islam from the Qurayshi, Jews and all the polytheists of the Arabs. He 

shot them all with the arrows of his words. 

 

Part (b), for example, one of the candidates provided unclear 

explanations as follows: ( تطوير وتنمية اللة العربية كان في  دوم الأسواق الأدبية

سواق ذي المجاز وسواق قظ  ن سواق الذي معرفة ثلاث منهاالأسواق الأدبية كثير ولك

وسوق جنة، هذا سواق المد  في الشعر والنثر وهكذا يتقل  في اللغة العربية وأيض المد  

 These explanations were lacked clarity because of inability to use .(سيده

Arabic Language appropriately. As such he/she was unable to provide 

the correct answers despite his/her knowledge. 

 

The correct answer was supposed to be ( مما لا شك فيه أن الأسواق ل  تكن لأجل

التجامر فحسب بل كانت منتديات للقول مما فيه من إنشاد للشعراء، وإلقاء للخطب وبلاغة 

مة في اللغة العربية والأدب العربي، وأه  تلك .ثام أنها القول. كان لتلك الأسواق .ثام عظي

عملت على تقريب لهجات القباسل، لأن الجميع كانوا يتخاطبون بلغة واحدر ويتعاملون مع 

 There is no“ (تجام قريش، ولذلك قويت لهجة قريش، وكادت تصبح لغة العرب جميعا

doubt the markets were not only for trade but were also forums for 

speech, including the chanting of poets, sermons and eloquence. These 

markets had great effects in the Arabic Language and Literature. The 

most important of these effects was that it worked to bring the dialects 

of the tribes closer, because the all spoke in one language and dealt with 

merchants of Quraysh. Therefore, the dealt of Quraysh and it almost 

became the language of the Arabs. Those who failed this question had 

insufficient knowledge of the topic of the history of the Arabic 
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literature and had a poor mastery of Arabic Language. Extract 13.2 is a 

sample of weak response. 

                                   

 
               Extract 13.2: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 5 

 

Extract 13.2 shows a part of responses from a candidate who provided 

incorrect responses to all the questions.  

3.2 Section 2: Essay Questions 

This section comprised of three questions and the candidates were required to 

attempt only two questions. Each question carried twenty (20) marks. 

3.2.1 Question  6: The Story of the Merchant of Baghdad 

In this question, the candidates were required to explain the motive 

behind his crisis by using the book the Merchant of Baghdad. They 

were required to explain in not less 200 hundred words. The question 

tested the candidates’ ability to apply their thoughts and build capacity 

of convincing as well as expressing themselves using the Arabic 

Language. The question was set from the topic of Response to Reading. 
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The question was attempted by 201 (91.8%) candidates who sat for the 

Examination. The analysis shows that, 36 (17.9%) scored from 12 to 

16.5 marks. Moreover, 99 (49.3%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 66 

(32.8%) candidates scored from 0 to 6.5 marks. The general 

performance was good because 135 (67.2%) candidates scored from 7 

to 16.5 marks as illustrated in Figure 14. 

 
     Figure 14: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 6 

 

Analysis shows that, the candidates who scored high marks were able to 

understand the demands of the question. Moreover, they explained 

appropriately the motive behind Ali koja’s intention to go for the Hajji. 

Hence, they deserved high scores. For example, one of the candidates 

wrote as follows: ( فلما مأى التاجر علي أن هذا الحل  يرجع في نومه بثلاثة أيام، عزم

ن الشيخ الذي جاء في المنام كل يوم كان يؤكده أن لا علي السفر إلى مكة لأداء فريضة لأ

 When the merchant Ali saw that the dreams repeated for“ (يخالف أمره

three days in his sleep, he decided to travel to Mecca to perform an 

obligatory duty. The sheikh who appeared in his dream daily insisted 

that he should not violate his command”. This implies that the 

candidates had a good command of Arabic Language. Extract 14.1 is a 

sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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                 Extract 14.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 6 

Extract 14.1 shows a part of a response from a candidate who 

candidates explained correctly about the motive behind Ali koja’s 

intention to go for Hajji. 
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On the contrary, the candidates with average performance explained 

insufficiently the motive behind Ali koja’s intention to go for the Hajji. 

Moreover, their responses had some grammatical and spelling mistakes. 

Hence, they performed averagely. 

 

In contrast, the candidates who had weak performance were unable to 

interpret the question correctly. Some of them provided unclear and 

insufficient explanations and their responses had some grammatical and 

spelling mistakes. Other candidates provided answers which were not 

related to the demands of the question. For example, one of the 

candidates wrote the quarrel that happened between Ali Koja and his 

friend Hassan after he stole his dinars when he went to Hajji instead of 

the motive that led to his crisis to the Hajji. This led them to score low 

marks. Extract 14.2 is a sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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Extract 14.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 6 

Extract 14.2 shows a part of responses from a candidate who provided 

unclear explanations on the motive behind Ali koja’s intention to go for 

the Hajji.  
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3.2.2 Question  7: The Story of Sindbad Bahri 

In this question, the candidates were required to discuss the phrase 

“Many people think that the good life of the rich people has come 

without any problems”. They were instructed to use the position of 

Sindbad Bahri to advise the community in this regard in not less 200 

hundred words. The question tested the candidates’ ability to apply their 

thoughts and ability to convince as well as expressing themselves using 

the Arabic Language. The question was set from the topic of Response 

to Reading. 

The question was attempted by 147 (67.1%) candidates. Among them, 

28 (19.0%) scored from 12 to 18 marks. Moreover, 73 (49.7%) scored 

from 7 to 11.5 marks and 46 (31.3%) candidates scored from 0 to 6.5 

marks. The general performance in this question was good as 101 

(68.7%) candidates scored from 7 to 18 marks. The candidates’ 

performance is summarised in Figure 15.  

 
    Figure 15: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 7 

 

The candidates who performed well in this question were able to 

interpret the given concept as many people think that the good life of 

the rich people has come without any problems”. Furthermore, they 

were able to organise their thoughts in a good logical flow. Yet, their 

responses had some minor spelling mistakes. For example, one of the 

candidates wrote as follows: ( السندباد البحري  همن الأخطام والمتاعب التي أصابت



91 

 

في جميع محلته حتى أصبح غنيا يدل أن العيشة الرغيدر التي ينع  بها بعض الأغنياء ما 

في أي أن يكون صابرا  - أ أشاوم المجتمع هذه الأشياء: هفروا بها أن يتكبد أي عناء، فلذا

نع  لا ي تي إلا بعد عناءال -، جـبقدم يستطيع أن يعمل -بحال كان،  ) “Among the 

dangers and troubles that Sindbad the Sailor faced through his journey 

until he became rich, indicates that the comfortable they enjoy today is 

a result of much trouble they passed through, Thus I advise the society 

about these things: being patient in situation, working hard as much as 

possible and blessing come after trouble. This suggests that the 

candidates had sufficient knowledge of the Story of Hindbad Bahri and 

had the ability to express themselves in Arabic Language. Extract 15.1 

is a sample of a candidate’s relatively good responses. 
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                  Extract 15.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 7. 

 

Extract 15.1 shows apart of responses from a candidate who candidates 

interpreted correctly the concept that ‘Many people think that the good 

life of the rich people has come without any problems’. 
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On the contrary, the candidates with average performance were able to 

explain the given concept as ‘Many people think that the good life of 

the rich people has come without any problems’ but their explanations 

were insufficient. Moreover, it had a lot of a grammatical errors and 

spelling mistakes. Hence, they obtained an average performance. 

 

However, the analysis shows that candidates had weak performance in 

this question. Many of the candidates were unable to express 

themselves in Arabic Language. Others candidates copied some texts 

from the question and used them as the answers. On top of that, their 

answers had a lot of grammatical and spelling mistakes. The weak 

performance shows that these candidates had poor mastery of Arabic 

Language. Extract 15.2 is a sample of a candidate’s responses. 

                                           

 
                    Extract 15.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 7 
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Extract 15.2 shows a part of responses from a candidate who copied 

some texts from the questions and used them as the answers due to a 

poor mastery of Arabic Language.  

 

3.2.3 Question 8: The Story of the Merchant of Bundiqiyyah 

In this question, the candidates were required to provide four 

characteristics of good wife from the personality of ‘Bursha’ in not less 

200 hundred words. The question tested the candidates’ ability to 

express themselves in Arabic Language. The question was set from the 

topic of Response to Reading. 

The question was attempted by 82 (37.4%) candidates. Among them, 6 

(7.3%) scored from 12 to 14 marks. Furthermore, 40 (48.8%) scored 

from 7 to 11 marks while only 36 (43.9%) candidates scored from 0 to 

6.5 marks. The general performance in this question was average 

because 46 (56.1%) candidates scored from 7 to 14 marks. Figure 16 

summarises the candidates’ performance in question 8. 

 
    Figure 16: Percentages of the Candidates’ Performance on Question 8 

 

The candidates who performed well in this question were able to 

demonstrate and justify the statement given. They also provided 

appropriately four characteristics of good wife learned from the 

personality of ‘Bursha’ to their colleagues. Moreover, they 
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demonstrated the ability to express themselves in Arabic Language. For 

example, one of the candidates wrote as follows: ( الزوجة  من مواصفات

مستقيمةذكاء، ذو الفضيلة، الكريمة والحة التي نستفيد من شخصية برشا: الالصال ) 

“Among the characteristics of a good wife learned from Bursha’s 

personality are: intelligent, virtuous, generous and uprigh. This good 

performance suggests that the candidates had sufficient vocabulary and 

adequate knowledge of the story of Merchant of Bundiqiyyah although 

there were spelling mistakes. Extract 16.1 is a sample of a candidate’s 

responses. 

 

 
              Extract 16.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 8 

Extract 16.1 shows apart of responses from a candidate who candidates 

managed to explain four characteristics of good wife learned from the 

personality of ‘Bursha’ to their colleagues. 
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On the contrary, the candidates with average performance provided the 

insufficient explanations in discussing four characteristics of good wife 

learned from the character of ‘Bursha’. Moreover, their responses had a 

lot of a grammatical and spelling mistakes. Hence, they obtained an 

average marks. 

 

In contrast, the candidates who had weak performance in this question, 

explained Bursha’s engagement instead of four characteristics of good 

wife learned from the character of ‘Bursha’. Some of them provided 

unclear explanations. Moreover, their explanations had a lot of 

grammatical and spelling mistakes. This weak performance shows that 

these candidates were incompetent in Arabic Langage. Extract 16.2 is a 

sample of a candidate’s responses. 
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             Extract 16.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 8 

 

Extract 16.2 shows a part of responses from a candidate who explained 

Bursha’s engagement instead of four characteristics of good wife 

learned from the personality of ‘Bursha’.  
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4.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH TOPIC 

The analysis of the candidates’ responses in each topic shows that the 

candidates had good performance in Comprehension (89.3%), Language Use 

(85.1%), Morphology (82.2%), Grammar (67.6), Literature (65%), Response to 

Readings (64%) and Composition (62.6%). These candidates performed well in 

these topics because they had sufficient knowledge and clearly comprehended 

the demands of the respective questions and thus responded accordingly. This 

suggests that the candidates scored an average of 35 and above in those topics.  

 

However, the candidates’ responses in each topic indicate that, the candidates 

had average performance in Rhetoric (37.2%) because they had inadequate 

knowledge on the topic tested. 

 

The summary of the candidates’ performance in different topics is presented in 

the Appendix. 

 

5.0 CONCLUSION  

The general performance of candidates in Arabic Language in the ACSEE 

2022 was good (46.57%). This performance could be attributed to the 

candidates’ good skills in reading for comprehension, adequate knowledge of 

Language Use, Morphology, Grammar, Literature, Response to Readings and 

Composition and the ability of using principles of the Arabic grammar. These 

skills enabled them to understand and identify the requirements of the 

questions and thus responded accordingly.  

 

6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to improve the better performance of the candidates in Arabic 

Language in the future, the following recommendations need to be taken into 

account:  

(a) The use of the Arabic Language in school; teachers and students need to 

give priority to both spoken and written language. This will make students 

to employ good writing and understanding skills when writing their 

responses. 
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(b) Students should be given enough time to practice both productive and 

receptive skills. This will build into them language competences. 

 

(c) The topics that appear to be more difficult for the students like Rhetoric 

should be considered by showing many examples to students, discussing 

them and then asking some questions to make sure that students understand 

in terms of the use of teaching and learning methodologies. This should go 

hand in hand with frequent practices. 
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Appendix 1 

A comparison of the Candidates’ Performance in Each Topic Between 

ACSEE 2021 and ACSEE 2022 
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Remarks 

1. Language Use 
1 70.3 Good 85.1 Good 

2. Morphology 
2 69.75 Good 82.2 Good 

3. Grammar 
1 52.2 Average 67.6 Good 

4. Literature 
3 46.53 Average 65.0 Good 

5. Comprehension 1 40.5 Average 89.3 Good 

6. 
Response to 

Readings 

3 34.36 Weak 64.0 Good 

7. Rhetoric 2 32.5 Weak 37.2 Average 

8. Composition 3 26.43 Weak 62.6 Good 
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Appendix 2 

           A comparison of the Candidates’ Performance in Each Topic Between 

ACSEE 2021 and ACSEE 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 




