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FOREWORD 

The General Studies Candidates Item Response Analysis (CIRA) report on the 

performance of Candidates for Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examinations (ACSEE), 2016 has been prepared so as to provide  feedback to 

students, teachers, policy makers and other education stakeholders on the 

candidates` performance in this subject. 

The feedback is expected to provide an opportunity to prospective candidates and 

other concerned stakeholders to learn from the previous candidates` strength and 

weaknesses in attempting different questions. The report shows the factors for the 

candidates` good/poor performance in General Studies by using statistical data on 

the candidates scores for individual question, candidates` responses and extracts 

drawn from the scripts. 

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of 

the two years of Advanced Secondary Education. This report is a summative 

evaluation which, among other things shows the effectiveness of the educational 

system in general and the education delivery system in particular. Essentially, the 

candidates` responses to the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the 

educational system was able or unable to offer to the students in their two years of 

Advanced Secondary Education. 

The Council expects that the feedback provided and the suggested 

recommendations in the conclusion of this report will enable various stakeholders 

responsible for education to take appropriate measures to enhance the performance 

of students in General Studies. 

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examination Officers, subject 

examiners and all individuals who participated in the preparation and processing of 

data used in this report. 

 
Dr. Charles E. Msonde 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report analyses the performance of candidates in General Studies for 

the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) in 

2016. The General Studies Examination covered the syllabus and 

conformed to the Examination format. 

This paper had 8 questions distributed in four sections namely A, B, C, and 

D. The candidates were required to answer five questions by choosing one 

question from each of the 4 sections and the remaining question from any. 

All questions were essay type and each question carried 20 marks. 

The candidates who sat for the General Studies Examination in 2016 were 

64, 858, out of which 46,202. (71.24%) passed while in 2015 a total of 

35,175 sat for the same examination, out of which 30,596 (86.98 %) 

passed. This indicates that the performance of the candidates has declined 

by 15.74 percent. 

The analysis of individual questions is presented in the various sections by 

highlighting the requirements of each question and an analysis of the 

strengths and weaknesses of candidates` responses. Extracts of the 

candidates` responses are inserted to illustrate some of the cases presented. 

Three scores categories have been used for convenience of analysis of the 

candidates’ performance in each question where scores ranging from 0 to 

34 marks is weak performance, 35 to 59 marks is average and 60 to 100 

marks is good performance. The candidate’s performance in these 

categories is represented by colours where green colour has been used to 

show topics with good performance, yellow topics with average 

performance and the red colour shows topics with weak performance.  

It is expected that the report will be useful to stakeholders particularly the 

students, subject teachers, parents and educationists in general. It is also 

expected that the report will enable teachers to improve the teaching and 

learning of General Studies so as to minimize the students’ misconceptions 

on some of the topics. 
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2.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES` PERFOMANCE PER 

QUESTION 

This section analyses the performance of candidates in each question by 

indicating the number of candidates who attempted each question and 

explaining the quality of the candidates` responses and the various score 

groupings identified in the analysis. 

2.1 SECTION A 

2.1.1. Question 1: Religion 

The question required the candidates to justify the statement that despite 

separating state matters from religious affairs among developing countries, 

there are still many challenges facing them.  

The question was attempted by 19,212 candidates (29.4%) and the 

performance was weak as 99.2 percent of the candidates scored below 

average, 54.8 percent scored a 0   mark, 44.40 percent scored from 1 to 6.5 

marks. Only a few candidates (0.8%) scored from 7 to 12.5 marks. This 

performance is summarized in Figure 1 

 

Figure 1: The performance of candidates in question 1 
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The analysis of candidates` responses reveals that candidates who scored a 

0 mark (54.8%) failed to conceptualize state matters and religious affairs, a 

situation which led to the supply of irrelevant responses. For example, one 

of the candidates argued that religion provides education and social 

services, enhancing economic development and maintaining unity. Another 

candidate associated challenges of separating state matters from religious 

affairs with negative social cultural issues such as female genital 

mutilation, forced and early marriages, killing of the Albinos, inheritance of 

widows and food taboos. Besides, other candidates misinterpreted the 

question to mean challenges facing African states. One of the candidate, for 

example, mentioned corruption, civil wars, increased debt crisis and 

unemployment. Another observed weakness was poor organization of 

points coupled with inadequate English language skills. Extract 1.1 is an 

illustration of a response from a candidate who answered contrary to the 

demands of the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

Extract 1.1  
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 Extract 1.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

discussed problems facing African states such as corruption, civil wars, 

the debt crisis and unemployment instead of showing the challenges 

facing developing countries in separating state from religious affairs 

The candidates with scores ranging from 1 to 6.5 marks (44.40%) wrote 

sketchy work by outlining the points without elaborating. As a result, some 
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of them could score a mark in the introduction but missed marks in the rest 

of the essay. Others could not express themselves coherently in English 

language and did not provide exhaustive elaborations.  

However, a few candidates (0.8%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks. They were 

able to provide a few relevant points to show the challenges facing 

developing countries in separating state matters from religious affairs 

which include religious fundamentalism, favouritism and unequal treatment 

of government to some religious denominations, lack of religious tolerance 

and peaceful coexistence.  The candidates could not score high marks 

because of repetition of points and  lack of exhaustive elaborations. Only 

one candidate scored 12.5 marks in this question.   

2.1.2. Question 2: Life Skills 

The question instructed the candidates to analyse six roles of 

entrepreneurship in the economic development of Tanzania. The question 

was attempted by 47,401candidates (72.6%) of which 1.7 percent scored 0 

mark,  whereas 68.50 percent scored from 1 to 6.5 marks, 28.50 percent 

scored from 7 to 11.5 marks  and only 1.3 percent scored from 12 to 16 

marks which was the highest score in this question. Generally, the 

performance of candidates was poor as 70.2 percent scored below 7 marks, 

which is the average mark. This performance is summarised in figure 2 

 

Figure 2: The candidate’s performance in question 2 
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The candidates who scored 0 mark (1.7%) failed to identify the demands of 

the question and consequently they gave incorrect responses. For example, 

one of the candidates discussed personal life skills such as self-confidence, 

self-reliance, assertiveness and the like as roles of entrepreneurship in the 

economic development of Tanzania. Another candidate mentioned qualities 

of an entrepreneur such as initiating the organization, decision making, 

introducing a new innovation and being a communicator. Another 

candidate provided the requirements of an entrepreneur like good uses of 

capital; education, capital goods, budget etc. instead of roles of 

entrepreneurship to the economic development in Tanzania. Inadequate 

knowledge on the topic led to factual errors in some of the candidates’ 

responses and in some cases the problem was compounded by the 

candidates’ inability to express themselves properly in English Language. 

Extract 2.1shows a sample of the response of a candidate who provided an 

incorrect response  

Extract 2.1 
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Extract 2.1 is a sample of a response from the script of a candidate who 

discussed personal life skills like self-confidence, self-reliance and 

assertiveness contrary to the demands of the question. 

The candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks constituted the majority 

(68.5%). The low score presuppose lack of adequate knowledge about   the 

subject matter reflected through failure to exhaust the required points and 

some unclear phrases and sentences. Lack of organizational skills in terms 

of adhering to essay writing format was also noted in this category of 

candidates. Nevertheless, they were able to outline some few relevant 

points on the role of entrepreneurship in the economic development of 

Tanzania such as employment creation, payment of different taxes to the 

government, however, their analyses was shallow to merit high scores.  
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Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks (28.5%) 

demonstrated adequate knowledge of the subject matter and the demands of 

the question. However, they could not score higher marks due to failure to 

exhaustively elaborate the required points. Some of the candidates could 

not provide plausible introduction and conclusion and some of their 

arguments were characterised by repetition of points.  

Despite the weakness described above there were a few candidates (1.3%) 

who scored from 12 to 16 marks. The candidates in this category were able 

to address the demands of the question and had knowledge on the roles of 

entrepreneurship in the economic development of Tanzania. For example, 

one of the candidates argued that entrepreneurship contributes to effective 

utilization of natural resources, creates employment opportunities, 

entrepreneurs pay taxes to the government, contributes to the development 

of science and technology through various innovations and creativity and 

facilitates the availability of goods and services in the country. 

Additionally, the strength of the candidates’ responses in this category 

emanated from their ability to provide coherent arguments and good 

organizational skills. However, they could not score above 16 marks 

because of repetition of some points, inability in provide relevant 

arguments to all the required points. Extract 2.2 is a sample of relatively 

good response. 
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Extract 2.2 
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Extract 2.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who was able to 

analyse the roles of entrepreneurship in the economic development of Tanzania 

such as employment creation, paying tax to the government, innovation and 

creativity and utilization of available resources.  
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2.2 SECTION B 

2.2.1. Question 3: International Affairs 

The question required the candidates to examine the causes of political 

conflicts in Africa based on the statement that for several decades after 

independence, African nations have been plagued by endless conflicts.  

The question was attempted by 40,618 candidates (62.2%) and their 

performance was average as 50.7 percent of the candidates scored from 7 to 

17.5 marks, 46.9 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 3.8 percent scored 

from 12 to 17.5 marks. Moreover, 49.3 percent of the candidates scored 

from 0 to 6.5 marks,  of which only 0.7 percent of the candidates scored a 0 

mark. This performance is summarised in Figure 3. 

 

Figure 3: The candidate’s performance in question 3 

A few candidates who scored from 12 to 17.5 marks (3.8%) were able to 

understand the demands of the question and demonstrated adequate 

knowledge of the subject matter by examining the causes of political 

conflicts in Africa with vivid examples such as border problems, foreign 

intervention in the continent, tribalism, religious problems, greed for power 

and corruption. Another contributory factor for the candidate’s good 

performance was the ability to coherently present   their arguments and good  

organizational skills of the essays. However, they could not score more than 

17.5 marks because of repetitions and failure to cite relevant examples to 

  7 - 11.5 
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support all their arguments. As a result, the candidate’s scores varied for 

each individual candidate.  Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a good response 

provided by one of the candidates. 

Extract 3.1 
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Extract 3.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who was 

able to explain the causes of political conflicts in Africa such as religious 

differences, abuse of power, tribalism and lack of democracy. 
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However, a good number of the candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks 

(46.9%). It was observed that although the candidates in this category were 

able to address the demands of the question, some of their   responses were 

not supported with relevant examples and in some cases the examples cited 

were out of context. Other candidates could not exhaust all the points 

required and above all repetition of some of the points characterised some of 

the responses. 

Furthermore, the candidates whose scores ranged from 1 to 6.5 marks 

(48.6%) did not have adequate knowledge of the subject matter. Hence, their 

responses were characterised by a mixture of correct and incorrect 

responses. Some of them could not provide their responses in essay form 

while others just outlined their points without elaborating them. Last but not 

least, some of the candidates cited examples which were out of the context 

and some contained factual errors. For example, one of the candidates cited 

Mummar  Gadaffi as the former President of Liberia who was overthrown as 

a result of   foreign interference of powerful nations. Another candidate cited 

an example of post election violence in Kenya in 2007 in which he /she 

claimed Kenya African Union (KANU) won the election through rigging.  

In fact in 2007 the (KANU) party was no longer a force to reckon with in 

the Kenyan politics. 

On the other hand, the few candidates (0.7%) who scored a 0 mark failed to 

identify the demands of the question and others lacked knowledge of the 

subject matter. For example, one of the candidates who deviated from the 

demands of the question provided challenges facing regional groupings in 

Africa such as differences in currency, poor means of transport and 

communication, language barriers, lack of capital and poor technology as 

causes of conflicts in Africa. Another contributory factor for their poor 

performance was inadequate language skills and poor organizational skills. 

Extract   3.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

failed to address the demands of the question. 
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Extract 3.2 
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Extract 3.2 show responses of a candidate was deviated from the demands of 

the question by explaining challenges facing regional groupings in Africa such 

as transport and communication, differences in currency, poor technology, 

lack of capital and ideological differences instead of the causes of political 

conflicts in Africa. 
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2.2.2. Question 4: International Affairs 

The question required the candidates to explain six objectives of SADC. The 

question was attempted by 34,596 (53.0%) candidates, of which 60.1 

percent of the candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 3.5 percent scored 

from 12 to 17 marks. It can be argued that the performance of candidates in 

this question was good as 63.6 percent of the candidates scored from 7 

marks and above. Other categories of candidates with lower marks include 

36.4 percent who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 0.2 percent who scored a 0 

mark as shown in figure 4. 

 

Figure 4: The performance of candidates in question 4 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 17 marks (3.5%) demonstrated 

adequate knowledge of the subject matter and addressed the demands of the 

question. They were able to define and give relevant background 

information to SADC, like names of its members and the founding date. 

Secondly, they explained the objectives of SADC such as promotion of  

transport and communication systems among member states, reduction of 

economic dependence on foreign countries, promotion of agriculture and 

industries, protection of the environment and sustainable utilization of 

natural resources, promotion of peace and harmony among member states 

and promotion of trade union and cooperation among member states. 

Additionally, organization skills and coherent English sentences were also 
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contributory factors for their good performance. Extract 4.1 is an example of 

candidate who had knowledge on the objectives of SADC. 

Extract 4.1 
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Extract 4.1 show a response of a candidate was able to explain the objectives 

of SADC such as promotion of peace and security, promotion of   transport 

and communication system; reduce dependence on foreign countries, 

promote agriculture and industries. 

Furthermore, the majority of the candidates (60.1%) had average 

performance of scores ranging from 7 to 11.5 marks. An indication that they 

had adequate knowledge of the objectives of SADC such as to combat 
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HIV/AIDS, malaria and other deadly communicable diseases, sustainable 

utilization of natural resources and effective protection of the environment. 

Nevertheless, they could not score high marks because of lack of exhaustive 

explanation coupled with repetitions of some points.  

Moreover, the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (36.2%) had 

partial knowledge of the objectives of the SADC. For example, one of the 

candidates cited the construction of the Tanzania and Zambia Railways 

(TAZARA) as one of the implementation of the objectives of SADC and 

another candidate cited the promotion of peace and security among member 

states with reference to the formation of ECOMOG. Other observed 

weaknesses include inability to provide the required number of points, 

repetitions and sketchy explanations of the points. 

On the other hand, a few candidates who scored a 0 mark (0.2%) lacked 

knowledge of the subject matter. For example, one of the candidates 

associated SADC with Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP). The 

candidate pointed out devaluation of the local currency, privatization of 

public parastatal organizations, reduction of government expenditure and 

introduction of multiparty system as objectives of SADC. As a matter of 

fact, Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) was an economic recovery 

programme implemented in most African   countries in the 1990’s with the 

assistance from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Extract 4.2 is a 

sample from a script of a candidate who provided irrelevant and unrelated 

points. 
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Extract 4.2 

 
Extract 4.2  is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

presented irrelevant and unrelated points  to the question such as devaluation 

of local currency, introduction of multipartism, privatization and reduction of 

government expenditure instead of explaining  the objectives of SADC. 

2.3 SECTION C 

2.3.1 Question 5: Democratic Process and Practices 

The question required the candidates to evaluate six functions of political 

parties based on the quotation that in order to survive in a political system, 

political parties must perform basic roles.  

This question was attempted by 27,938 candidates (42.8%) and  the 

performance was weak as 70.7 percent of them scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 

28 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 1.3 percent scored from 12 to 20 

marks . This performance is summarized in figure 5. 
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Figure 5: The candidate’s performance in question 5 

The candidates who scored a 0 mark (3.6%) showed lack of knowledge of 

the subject matter. For example, one of the candidates addressed the 

functions of political parties by associating them with economic 

development whereby the candidate argued that political parties provide 

infrastructure, provide social services, improve agriculture and provide 

employment. Another candidate argued that political parties enact laws and 

provide justice in the country. On the other hand, one candidate 

misinterpreted the question by associating the functions of political parties 

with the principles of democracy such as free and fair election, freedom of 

speech and majority rule. Another notable weakness in this category was the 

candidates’ inability to construct grammatically correct sentence leading to 

unclear, meaningless or incorrect arguments. One candidate, for example, 

argued that political parties promote and preserve political instability and 

prevents human rights. This argument is incorrect because political parties 

do not prevent human rights. In this case, the candidate might have ideas on 

the functions of political parties but was unable to elaborate it due to poor 

mastery of the English Language. Given this weakness the candidates could 

not score any mark.  Extract 5.1 is a sample of a response from the candidate 

who associated the functions of political parties with the principles of 

democracy.   
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Extract 5.1 
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Extract 5.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

provided irrelevant points by showing the pillars of democracy and other 

unrelated points instead of evaluating the functions of political parties. 
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The majority of the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (67.1%). 

outlined a few relevant points or provided partial explanations such as  to 

educate its members, train future leaders and identify good and bad leaders. 

However, irrelevant introduction, conclusion and repetition of points were 

another characterizing feature of their responses coupled with inadequate 

English language skills. 

Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks (28%) 

demonstrated adequate knowledge of the functions of political parties and 

good flow of ideas.  Nevertheless, they could not score higher marks 

because of lack of exhaustive elaboration of all the required number of 

points.  

On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 12 to 15.5 (1.3%) were 

able to evaluate the functions of political parties. The candidates in this 

category were able to define a political party and then showed the functions 

especially in relation to their objectives. One of the candidates for example 

argued that the functions of political parties include;  

Helping to monitoring the ruling party “watchdogs”, provide 

civic education to the society, promoting democracy and good 

governance through its leaders and appointing people to contest 

for leadership position.   

Another candidate argued that the functions of political parties include: 

participation in general elections, bring about development to 

the people..; criticize and challenge the government so as to 

bring efficiency in leadership and to form a government when it 

wins in the elections.  

Extract 5.2 is a sample of a response from the script of a candidate who was 

able to evaluate the functions of political parties. 
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Extract 5.2 
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Extract 5.2 is a sample of a good response from a candidate who was able to 

evaluate the functions of political parties such as to provide civic education to 

the society, leading people towards development, promoting democracy and 

good governance. 

2.3.2 Question 6: Democratic Process and Practices 

The question required the candidates to describe six reasons for the people 

to vote in an election.  

This question was attempted by 40,095 candidates (61.4%) but their 

performance was weak, as 83.1 percent of them scored from 0 to 6.5 marks 

of which 82.8 percent scored from 1 to 6.5 marks, 16.5 percent scored from 

7 to 11.5 marks and 0.4 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks. This 

performance is summarized in figure 6. 

 

Figure 6: The candidate’s performance in question 6 
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The candidates who scored a 0 mark (0.3%) lacked knowledge of the subject 

matter and correct interpretation of the question.  The majority of candidates 

erroneously associated the demands of the question with the qualifications 

which enable citizens to vote .For example, one of the candidates pointed 

out the following reasons as to why people vote, being a citizen, not being 

under 18 years, having a normal mind, not having two citizenship, having 

registered as a voter, having an election identity card.  Another candidate 

explained the importance of the voter’s identity card which includes 

identifying the citizen and non-citizen, to facilitate access for loan. Another 

candidate misinterpreted the question to mean qualifications of a voter in 

Tanzania as shown in   Extract 6.1. 

Extract 6.1 
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 Extract 6.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who 

misinterpreted the question to mean qualifications of a voter in Tanzania. 

Furthermore, the majority of the candidates (82.8%) had inadequate 

knowledge or partial knowledge of the subject matter because they scored 

from 1 to 6.5 marks. The responses of candidates in this category were 

characterised by a mixture of correct responses and incorrect points, lack of 

elaborations of the points and failure to observe essay writing skills. One of 

the candidates, for example, mixed principles of democracy such as rule of 

law, multiparty system and reasons for people to vote such as helping to 

maintain the spirit of popular consent. Above all, inadequate English 

language skills were also a contributory factor for the low score. 

However, some candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks (16.5%) 

demonstrated adequate mastery of the subject matter and relatively good 

organizational skills in terms of adhering to essay writing rules and 

providing relevant introduction and conclusion. They were able to provide 

relevant points on the reasons why people vote such as electing leaders of 

their choice, it is a peaceful and orderly means of transferring power from 

one government to the next. However, they could not score higher marks 

because of repetitions and inadequate elaborations for some of the points.  

On the other hand, a few candidates (0.4%) had good performance by 

scoring from 12 to 15 marks. They explained why people vote in an election 

by giving such reasons like;  

Voting helps people to choose leaders, remove the government 

system from power when it does not rule properly, implement 

democracy and bring a new government into power.  

Moreover, the candidates showed good organizational skills by providing 

relevant introduction, conclusion and good flow of ideas. However, some of 



34 
 

them failed to elaborate their points comprehensively and this caused 

differences in their scores. Extract 6.2 is a sample of a good response. 

Extract 6.2 
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Extract 6.2 presents a sample of a relatively good answer to this question. The 

candidate was able to explain why people vote in an election. 

2.4 SECTION D 

2.4.1 Question 7: Science and Technology in Development 

The question required the candidates to examine the contributions of 

science and technology in socio-economic development.  

This question was attempted by 58,863 candidates (90.2%) and their  

performance was good,  as  63.0 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 9.5 

percent scored from 12 to 20 marks, 27.3 percent scored from 1 to  6.5 

marks  and only  0.2 percent scored 0 mark. Their performance is 

summarized in Figure 7. 
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Figure 7: The candidates’ performance in question 7 

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks (9.5%) were able to 

explain the contributions of science and technology in socio-economic 

development. They were able to define the concept of science as systematic, 

coordinated and organized body of knowledge, derived from accurate 

observations of facts and experimentation of facts, they defined technology 

as the use of scientific knowledge to make things and development as the 

advancement in production and consumption of goods and services in all 

sphere of life. Besides that, they showed clearly how science and technology 

have affected man’s development such as in the fields of education, health, 

transport, communication, agriculture and industry. Another notable strength 

of the candidate’s responses was good organization of essays and ability to 

express oneself in English Language. Extract 7.1 illustrate this case. 
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Extract 7.1 
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Extract 7.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who was 

able to provide the correct responses on how science and technology 

contributes to socio-economic development.  

The majority of candidates (63.0 %) had average performance with scores 

ranging from 7 to 11.5 marks. This implies that a good number of candidates 

had adequate knowledge of the topic. However, they could not score full 

marks because of some few shortfalls such as inability to comprehensively 

exhaust the required points and repetitions of points. One of the candidates, 

for example, cited improvement in infrastructure in one paragraph and in the 

next he/she talked about improvement of transport and communication. As a 

matter of fact the two points were the same.  

Moreover, the most notable weakness displayed by the candidates who 

scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (27.3%) is inadequate knowledge of the subject 

matter, inability to provide relevant introductions and conclusion and 

English language problems leading to unclear phrases and sentences. One 

candidate, for example, defined science and technology as knowledge of the 

nature around us. Another candidate outlined the contribution of science 

and technology in socio economic development as 

in the hospital we get medicine, to get the electricity it is from 

science and technology in the electricity are used to do work. 

Example no electricity no water and getting the communication.  

On the other hand, a few candidates (0.2%), who scored a 0 mark 

misinterpreted the demands of the question by describing the steps which 

can be taken to promote science and technology such as  
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Establishment of universities, establishing the Ministry of 

science and technology, establishment of SIDO, establishment 

of technical centres and promoting scholarship.  

Other candidates provided the indicators of underdevelopment such as 

shortage of tools (machines), shortage of social services, and shortage of 

industrial activities and lack of education. Others discussed the factors 

hindering the development of science and technology. For example, one of 

the candidates pointed out lack of government support, shortage of 

infrastructure and shortage of capital. Extract 7.2 shows a sample of a poor 

response provided by one of the candidates. 

Extract 7.2 
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Extract 7.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who failed to 

address the demands of the questions by providing   measures which can be 

taken to develop science and technology such as establishment of technical 

centres, providing scholarships and establishment of universities instead of the 

contributions of science and technology. 

 

2.4.2 Question 8: Contemporary/Cross Cutting Issues-Environmental Issues 

The question required the candidates to suggest any six strategies that can be 

applied to preserve our environment.  

The question was attempted by most candidates 54,184 (83%) and their 

performance was good, as 66.3 percent scored from 7 to 11.5  marks, 10.9 

percent scored from 12 to 20 marks, 22.8 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks 

and only 0.1 percent scored a 0 marks.  The performance is summarised in  

Figure 8. 
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Figure 8: The candidate’s performance in three categories 

The candidates who scored from 12 marks to 16.5 marks (10.9%), had 

adequate knowledge of the subject matter and they correctly interpreted the 

question. They were able to define very well the concept of environment and 

showed clearly the strategies that can be applied to preserve it. They 

provided good points such as provision of education on environmental 

preservation, use of alternative sources of energy, afforestation and re-

afforestation, proper method of waste disposal, use of proper farming 

methods and proper fishing methods. The candidates also demonstrated 

proper essay writing rules including writing good introductions, main body 

and conclusions. Most of the candidates in this category were able to 

elaborate the points by using good English language. Extract 8.1 is an 

illustration of a candidate who was able to suggest six strategies that can be 

applied to preserve the environment. 
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 Extracts 8.1 
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Extract 8.1   is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who was 

able to suggest strategies to preserve the environment such as reforestation, 

proper waste disposal, use of alternative source of energy and enforcement of 

environment conservation laws. 

Furthermore, the responses of the majority of the candidates (66.3%) who 

performed averagely by scoring from 7 to 11.5 marks suggest that they had 

adequate knowledge of the topic on environmental issues. Nevertheless, the 
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candidates could not score higher marks because of lack of an in-depth 

elaborations of the strategies that can be applied to preserve our 

environment.  Repetitions of points also characterised some of the 

responses. One of the candidates, for example, suggested mass education as 

one of the strategy that can be applied to preserve the environment in the 

first paragraph. In the next paragraph the candidate suggested establishment 

of institutions to educate people on the preservation of the environment. 

The responses of the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (22.7%) 

were characterised by lack of focus on the demands of the question and 

superficial elaborations of the few correct points provided. One of the 

candidates, for example, suggested control of air, water and noise pollution 

in one paragraph but in the next paragraph the candidate discussed about the 

effects of global warming Moreover, inability to provide relevant 

introduction, conclusion and coherent English sentences adversely affected 

their performance in this question. One of the candidates, for example 

defined environment as the street where the human or non human being are 

lived. 

On the other hand, the few candidates (0.1%) who scored 0 mark had a 

problem with interpretation of the question demands and lacked knowledge 

of the subject matter. For example, one candidate pointed out;  

Abolishment of traditional beliefs, to avoid corruption, to avoid 

conflict, responsibility of the leader, implementation of the 

unsafe cant, taxes and to educate people.   

Another candidate misinterpreted the question to mean ways through which 

environmental degradation takes place, hence mentioning ways like: global 

warming, deforestation, soil erosion and land degradation .Worse still, 

inadequate English language skills also adversely affected their 

performance.  Extract 8.2 is a sample from the script of a candidate who 

went astray. 
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Extract 8.2 
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Extract 8.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who provided 

irrelevant responses such abolishment of traditional beliefs and  to avoid 

corruption. 

3.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH TOPIC 

The analysis of candidates’ performance in each topic indicates that two 

topics had good performance, one average and three topics had weak 

performance. Question 8 which featured the topic on Environmental Issues 

was well performed by the candidates with 77.2 percent of the candidates 

scoring an average of 35 marks and above, question 7 featuring the topic on 

Science and Technology in Development ranked second with 72.5 percent of 

candidates scoring 35 marks and above and questions 3 and 4 on 
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International Affairs had average performance (57.15%). On the other hand, 

the topics which had weak candidates’ performance include; Religion 

(0.8%), Democratic Process and Practice (23.1%) and Life Skills (29.8%). 

The candidates’ performance is summarized in the Appendix. 

4.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1 CONCLUSION  

The performance of candidates in ACSEE 2016 General Studies was good 

as 71.24 percent of the candidates passed. This shows that a good number of 

the candidates had adequate knowledge and skills in the respective topics 

from which the questions were derived. However, it is evident from the 

analysis of the candidate’s responses in various questions that many 

candidates face multiple challenges in answering the questions which 

include lack of an in-depth knowledge of some topics such as Religion, 

Democratic Process and Practice and Life skills. Another equally serious 

problem was inability of some candidates to interpret the questions 

compounded by inadequate English Language skills. 

In view of this situation, teachers should employ new strategies in teaching 

and learning of the topics which had weak candidates’ performance in 

ACSEE 2016. This can be effectively done by employing a variety of 

techniques such as inviting guest speakers and study visits to promote 

students’ interest in the subject.  

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to improve the performance of the prospective candidates in this 

subject, the following should be considered; 

a) Teachers should train students to read and identify the demands of the 

questions before they start answering them. 

 

b) Teachers should administer regular tests and examinations of 

acceptable standards in line with the syllabus and the National 

examinations` Format so as to reinforce students’ knowledge of the 

learned topics. 

  

c) The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology or the concerned 

institution should supply schools with teaching and learning materials 
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(books, academic video and films) so as to improve the quality of 

teaching General Studies in schools. 

 

d) Teachers should encourage students to read extensively a variety of 

textbooks, journals and newspapers instead of memorising notes 

provided in the classroom. 

 

e) Schools and interschool debating clubs should be encouraged so as to 

improve students` knowledge on international affairs, contemporary 

issues and student’s mastery of the English Language. 

 

f) Teachers should be given regular in-service courses and seminars in 

order to acclimatize themselves with some of the challenging topics in 

the syllabus such as religion, life skills and philosophy just to name a 

few of them. 
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Appendix 

THE PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES IN EACH TOPIC 

S/n Topic  

 ACSEE 2016 

The 

number of 

questions 

The percentage of 

candidates with 

the average of 35 

marks and above  

Remarks  

1 Contemporary 

/crosscutting 

issues- 

Environmental 

issues. 

1 77.20 Good  

2 
Science and 

Technology in 

Development 

1 72.50 Good  

3 International 

Affairs 
2 57.15 Average  

4 
Life skills 1 29.80 Weak  

5 Democratic Process 

and Practice 
2 23.10 Weak  

6 

Religion. 
1 0.80 Weak  

 

 

 

 




