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FOREWORD

The General Studies Candidates Item Response Analysis (CIRA) report on the
performance of Candidates for Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education
Examinations (ACSEE), 2016 has been prepared so as to provide feedback to
students, teachers, policy makers and other education stakeholders on the
candidates” performance in this subject.

The feedback is expected to provide an opportunity to prospective candidates and
other concerned stakeholders to learn from the previous candidates™ strength and
weaknesses in attempting different questions. The report shows the factors for the
candidates” good/poor performance in General Studies by using statistical data on
the candidates scores for individual question, candidates™ responses and extracts
drawn from the scripts.

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the end of
the two years of Advanced Secondary Education. This report is a summative
evaluation which, among other things shows the effectiveness of the educational
system in general and the education delivery system in particular. Essentially, the
candidates” responses to the examination questions is a strong indicator of what the
educational system was able or unable to offer to the students in their two years of
Advanced Secondary Education.

The Council expects that the feedback provided and the suggested
recommendations in the conclusion of this report will enable various stakeholders
responsible for education to take appropriate measures to enhance the performance
of students in General Studies.

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examination Officers, subject
examiners and all individuals who participated in the preparation and processing of

data used in this report.
y

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0

INTRODUCTION

This report analyses the performance of candidates in General Studies for
the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination (ACSEE) in
2016. The General Studies Examination covered the syllabus and
conformed to the Examination format.

This paper had 8 questions distributed in four sections namely A, B, C, and
D. The candidates were required to answer five questions by choosing one
question from each of the 4 sections and the remaining question from any.
All questions were essay type and each question carried 20 marks.

The candidates who sat for the General Studies Examination in 2016 were
64, 858, out of which 46,202. (71.24%) passed while in 2015 a total of
35,175 sat for the same examination, out of which 30,596 (86.98 %)
passed. This indicates that the performance of the candidates has declined
by 15.74 percent.

The analysis of individual questions is presented in the various sections by
highlighting the requirements of each question and an analysis of the
strengths and weaknesses of candidates” responses. Extracts of the
candidates” responses are inserted to illustrate some of the cases presented.

Three scores categories have been used for convenience of analysis of the
candidates’ performance in each question where scores ranging from 0 to
34 marks is weak performance, 35 to 59 marks is average and 60 to 100
marks is good performance. The candidate’s performance in these
categories is represented by colours where green colour has been used to
show topics with good performance, yellow topics with average
performance and the red colour shows topics with weak performance.

It is expected that the report will be useful to stakeholders particularly the
students, subject teachers, parents and educationists in general. It is also
expected that the report will enable teachers to improve the teaching and
learning of General Studies so as to minimize the students’ misconceptions
on some of the topics.



2.0

2.1
2.1.1.

ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATESS PERFOMANCE PER
QUESTION

This section analyses the performance of candidates in each question by
indicating the number of candidates who attempted each question and
explaining the quality of the candidates™ responses and the various score
groupings identified in the analysis.

SECTION A
Question 1: Religion

The question required the candidates to justify the statement that despite
separating state matters from religious affairs among developing countries,
there are still many challenges facing them.

The question was attempted by 19,212 candidates (29.4%) and the
performance was weak as 99.2 percent of the candidates scored below
average, 54.8 percent scored a 0 mark, 44.40 percent scored from 1 to 6.5
marks. Only a few candidates (0.8%) scored from 7 to 12.5 marks. This
performance is summarized in Figure 1
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Figure 1: The performance of candidates in question 1



The analysis of candidates™ responses reveals that candidates who scored a
0 mark (54.8%) failed to conceptualize state matters and religious affairs, a
situation which led to the supply of irrelevant responses. For example, one
of the candidates argued that religion provides education and social
services, enhancing economic development and maintaining unity. Another
candidate associated challenges of separating state matters from religious
affairs with negative social cultural issues such as female genital
mutilation, forced and early marriages, killing of the Albinos, inheritance of
widows and food taboos. Besides, other candidates misinterpreted the
question to mean challenges facing African states. One of the candidate, for
example, mentioned corruption, civil wars, increased debt crisis and
unemployment. Another observed weakness was poor organization of
points coupled with inadequate English language skills. Extract 1.1 is an
illustration of a response from a candidate who answered contrary to the
demands of the question.



Extract 1.1
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Extract 1.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who
discussed problems facing African states such as corruption, civil wars,
the debt crisis and unemployment instead of showing the challenges

facing developing countries in separating state from religious affairs

The candidates with scores ranging from 1 to 6.5 marks (44.40%) wrote
sketchy work by outlining the points without elaborating. As a result, some
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2.1.2.

of them could score a mark in the introduction but missed marks in the rest
of the essay. Others could not express themselves coherently in English
language and did not provide exhaustive elaborations.

However, a few candidates (0.8%) scored from 7 to 11.5 marks. They were
able to provide a few relevant points to show the challenges facing
developing countries in separating state matters from religious affairs
which include religious fundamentalism, favouritism and unequal treatment
of government to some religious denominations, lack of religious tolerance
and peaceful coexistence. The candidates could not score high marks
because of repetition of points and lack of exhaustive elaborations. Only
one candidate scored 12.5 marks in this question.

Question 2: Life Skills

The question instructed the candidates to analyse six roles of
entrepreneurship in the economic development of Tanzania. The question
was attempted by 47,401candidates (72.6%) of which 1.7 percent scored O
mark, whereas 68.50 percent scored from 1 to 6.5 marks, 28.50 percent
scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and only 1.3 percent scored from 12 to 16
marks which was the highest score in this question. Generally, the
performance of candidates was poor as 70.2 percent scored below 7 marks,
which is the average mark. This performance is summarised in figure 2

100% -
90% -
80% 7 7029
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40% A
30% -
20% A
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0% A
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Figure 2: The candidate’s performance in question 2



The candidates who scored 0 mark (1.7%) failed to identify the demands of
the question and consequently they gave incorrect responses. For example,
one of the candidates discussed personal life skills such as self-confidence,
self-reliance, assertiveness and the like as roles of entrepreneurship in the
economic development of Tanzania. Another candidate mentioned qualities
of an entrepreneur such as initiating the organization, decision making,
introducing a new innovation and being a communicator. Another
candidate provided the requirements of an entrepreneur like good uses of
capital; education, capital goods, budget etc. instead of roles of
entrepreneurship to the economic development in Tanzania. Inadequate
knowledge on the topic led to factual errors in some of the candidates’
responses and in some cases the problem was compounded by the
candidates’ inability to express themselves properly in English Language.
Extract 2.1shows a sample of the response of a candidate who provided an
incorrect response

Extract 2.1
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Extract 2.1 is a sample of a response from the script of a candidate who
discussed personal life skills like self-confidence, self-reliance and
assertiveness contrary to the demands of the question.

The candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks constituted the majority
(68.5%). The low score presuppose lack of adequate knowledge about the
subject matter reflected through failure to exhaust the required points and
some unclear phrases and sentences. Lack of organizational skills in terms
of adhering to essay writing format was also noted in this category of
candidates. Nevertheless, they were able to outline some few relevant
points on the role of entrepreneurship in the economic development of
Tanzania such as employment creation, payment of different taxes to the
government, however, their analyses was shallow to merit high scores.



Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks (28.5%)
demonstrated adequate knowledge of the subject matter and the demands of
the question. However, they could not score higher marks due to failure to
exhaustively elaborate the required points. Some of the candidates could
not provide plausible introduction and conclusion and some of their
arguments were characterised by repetition of points.

Despite the weakness described above there were a few candidates (1.3%)
who scored from 12 to 16 marks. The candidates in this category were able
to address the demands of the question and had knowledge on the roles of
entrepreneurship in the economic development of Tanzania. For example,
one of the candidates argued that entrepreneurship contributes to effective
utilization of natural resources, creates employment opportunities,
entrepreneurs pay taxes to the government, contributes to the development
of science and technology through various innovations and creativity and
facilitates the availability of goods and services in the country.
Additionally, the strength of the candidates’ responses in this category
emanated from their ability to provide coherent arguments and good
organizational skills. However, they could not score above 16 marks
because of repetition of some points, inability in provide relevant
arguments to all the required points. Extract 2.2 is a sample of relatively
good response.



Extract 2.2
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Extract 2.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who was able to
analyse the roles of entrepreneurship in the economic development of Tanzania
such as employment creation, paying tax to the government, innovation and
creativity and utilization of available resources.
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2.2
2.2.1.

SECTION B
Question 3: International Affairs

The question required the candidates to examine the causes of political
conflicts in Africa based on the statement that for several decades after
independence, African nations have been plagued by endless conflicts.

The question was attempted by 40,618 candidates (62.2%) and their
performance was average as 50.7 percent of the candidates scored from 7 to
17.5 marks, 46.9 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 3.8 percent scored
from 12 to 17.5 marks. Moreover, 49.3 percent of the candidates scored
from 0 to 6.5 marks, of which only 0.7 percent of the candidates scored a 0
mark. This performance is summarised in Figure 3.

100% 1
90% 1
80% A
70% A
60% 1
30% A
40% 1
30% A
20% 1
10% 1

0% -

49.3% 46.9%

Candidates

3.8%

0-6.5 7-11.5 12-20
Scores

Figure 3: The candidate’s performance in question 3

A few candidates who scored from 12 to 17.5 marks (3.8%) were able to
understand the demands of the question and demonstrated adequate
knowledge of the subject matter by examining the causes of political
conflicts in Africa with vivid examples such as border problems, foreign
intervention in the continent, tribalism, religious problems, greed for power
and corruption. Another contributory factor for the candidate’s good
performance was the ability to coherently present their arguments and good
organizational skills of the essays. However, they could not score more than
17.5 marks because of repetitions and failure to cite relevant examples to
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support all their arguments. As a result, the candidate’s scores varied for
each individual candidate. Extract 3.1 shows a sample of a good response
provided by one of the candidates.

Extract 3.1
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Extract 3.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who was
able to explain the causes of political conflicts in Africa such as religious
differences, abuse of power, tribalism and lack of democracy.
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However, a good number of the candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks
(46.9%). It was observed that although the candidates in this category were
able to address the demands of the question, some of their responses were
not supported with relevant examples and in some cases the examples cited
were out of context. Other candidates could not exhaust all the points
required and above all repetition of some of the points characterised some of
the responses.

Furthermore, the candidates whose scores ranged from 1 to 6.5 marks
(48.6%) did not have adequate knowledge of the subject matter. Hence, their
responses were characterised by a mixture of correct and incorrect
responses. Some of them could not provide their responses in essay form
while others just outlined their points without elaborating them. Last but not
least, some of the candidates cited examples which were out of the context
and some contained factual errors. For example, one of the candidates cited
Mummar Gadaffi as the former President of Liberia who was overthrown as
aresult of foreign interference of powerful nations. Another candidate cited
an example of post election violence in Kenya in 2007 in which he /she
claimed Kenya African Union (KANU) won the election through rigging.
In fact in 2007 the (KANU) party was no longer a force to reckon with in
the Kenyan politics.

On the other hand, the few candidates (0.7%) who scored a 0 mark failed to
identify the demands of the question and others lacked knowledge of the
subject matter. For example, one of the candidates who deviated from the
demands of the question provided challenges facing regional groupings in
Africa such as differences in currency, poor means of transport and
communication, language barriers, lack of capital and poor technology as
causes of conflicts in Africa. Another contributory factor for their poor
performance was inadequate language skills and poor organizational skills.
Extract 3.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who
failed to address the demands of the question.
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Extract 3.2
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Extract 3.2 show responses of a candidate was deviated from the demands of
the question by explaining challenges facing regional groupings in Africa such
as transport and communication, differences in currency, poor technology,
lack of capital and ideological differences instead of the causes of political
conflicts in Africa.
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2.2.2.

Question 4: International Affairs

The question required the candidates to explain six objectives of SADC. The
question was attempted by 34,596 (53.0%) candidates, of which 60.1
percent of the candidates scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 3.5 percent scored
from 12 to 17 marks. It can be argued that the performance of candidates in
this question was good as 63.6 percent of the candidates scored from 7
marks and above. Other categories of candidates with lower marks include
36.4 percent who scored from 0 to 6.5 marks, 0.2 percent who scored a 0
mark as shown in figure 4.

3.5%

Scores

m0 -6.5 Poor
O7-11.5 Average

m12-20 Good
60.1%

Figure 4: The performance of candidates in question 4

The candidates who scored from 12 to 17 marks (3.5%) demonstrated
adequate knowledge of the subject matter and addressed the demands of the
question. They were able to define and give relevant background
information to SADC, like names of its members and the founding date.
Secondly, they explained the objectives of SADC such as promotion of
transport and communication systems among member states, reduction of
economic dependence on foreign countries, promotion of agriculture and
industries, protection of the environment and sustainable utilization of
natural resources, promotion of peace and harmony among member states
and promotion of trade union and cooperation among member states.
Additionally, organization skills and coherent English sentences were also
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contributory factors for their good performance. Extract 4.1 is an example of
candidate who had knowledge on the objectives of SADC.

Extract 4.1
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Extract 4.1 show a response of a candidate was able to explain the objectives
of SADC such as promotion of peace and security, promotion of transport

and communication system; reduce dependence on foreign countries,
promote agriculture and industries.

Furthermore, the majority of the candidates (60.1%) had average
performance of scores ranging from 7 to 11.5 marks. An indication that they
had adequate knowledge of the objectives of SADC such as to combat
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HIV/AIDS, malaria and other deadly communicable diseases, sustainable
utilization of natural resources and effective protection of the environment.
Nevertheless, they could not score high marks because of lack of exhaustive
explanation coupled with repetitions of some points.

Moreover, the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (36.2%) had
partial knowledge of the objectives of the SADC. For example, one of the
candidates cited the construction of the Tanzania and Zambia Railways
(TAZARA) as one of the implementation of the objectives of SADC and
another candidate cited the promotion of peace and security among member
states with reference to the formation of ECOMOG. Other observed
weaknesses include inability to provide the required number of points,
repetitions and sketchy explanations of the points.

On the other hand, a few candidates who scored a 0 mark (0.2%) lacked
knowledge of the subject matter. For example, one of the candidates
associated SADC with Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP). The
candidate pointed out devaluation of the local currency, privatization of
public parastatal organizations, reduction of government expenditure and
introduction of multiparty system as objectives of SADC. As a matter of
fact, Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) was an economic recovery
programme implemented in most African countries in the 1990’s with the
assistance from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Extract 4.2 is a
sample from a script of a candidate who provided irrelevant and unrelated
points.
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Extract 4.2
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Extract 4.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who
presented irrelevant and unrelated points to the question such as devaluation
of local currency, introduction of multipartism, privatization and reduction of
government expenditure instead of explaining the objectives of SADC.

2.3 SECTIONC
2.3.1 Question 5: Democratic Process and Practices

The question required the candidates to evaluate six functions of political
parties based on the quotation that in order to survive in a political system,
political parties must perform basic roles.

This question was attempted by 27,938 candidates (42.8%) and the
performance was weak as 70.7 percent of them scored from 0 to 6.5 marks,
28 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks and 1.3 percent scored from 12 to 20
marks . This performance is summarized in figure 5.
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Figure 5: The candidate’s performance in question 5

The candidates who scored a 0 mark (3.6%) showed lack of knowledge of
the subject matter. For example, one of the candidates addressed the
functions of political parties by associating them with economic
development whereby the candidate argued that political parties provide
infrastructure, provide social services, improve agriculture and provide
employment. Another candidate argued that political parties enact laws and
provide justice in the country. On the other hand, one candidate
misinterpreted the question by associating the functions of political parties
with the principles of democracy such as free and fair election, freedom of
speech and majority rule. Another notable weakness in this category was the
candidates’ inability to construct grammatically correct sentence leading to
unclear, meaningless or incorrect arguments. One candidate, for example,
argued that political parties promote and preserve political instability and
prevents human rights. This argument is incorrect because political parties
do not prevent human rights. In this case, the candidate might have ideas on
the functions of political parties but was unable to elaborate it due to poor
mastery of the English Language. Given this weakness the candidates could
not score any mark. Extract 5.1 is a sample of a response from the candidate
who associated the functions of political parties with the principles of
democracy.
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Extract 5.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who
provided irrelevant points by showing the pillars of democracy and other
unrelated points instead of evaluating the functions of political parties.
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The majority of the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (67.1%).
outlined a few relevant points or provided partial explanations such as to
educate its members, train future leaders and identify good and bad leaders.
However, irrelevant introduction, conclusion and repetition of points were
another characterizing feature of their responses coupled with inadequate
English language skills.

Furthermore, the candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks (28%)
demonstrated adequate knowledge of the functions of political parties and
good flow of ideas. Nevertheless, they could not score higher marks
because of lack of exhaustive elaboration of all the required number of
points.

On the other hand, the candidates who scored from 12 to 15.5 (1.3%) were
able to evaluate the functions of political parties. The candidates in this
category were able to define a political party and then showed the functions
especially in relation to their objectives. One of the candidates for example
argued that the functions of political parties include;

Helping to monitoring the ruling party “watchdogs”, provide
civic education to the society, promoting democracy and good
governance through its leaders and appointing people to contest
for leadership position.

Another candidate argued that the functions of political parties include:
participation in general elections, bring about development to
the people..; criticize and challenge the government so as to
bring efficiency in leadership and to form a government when it
wins in the elections.

Extract 5.2 is a sample of a response from the script of a candidate who was
able to evaluate the functions of political parties.
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Extract 5.2

g

PoliH el o-rhu redes P e gwungs

q,?-epp\y. who hawve o ummm view and Oom\-r and oddns

;ol mnM\ % s hoﬁhﬁn&a a4 *‘D \DWW oy u'f AWLLJPMQJ\'*

\\h—tﬂ oaR N ooyl pu\\’hu»\ pow*\cu i cp\{-(ﬁum'\‘ N om S

Ouncl broo.mln*um O-LMWW o:l‘ U"enjU\.D &%mpmﬂ-ﬂ ?mﬁt_ql

'Po-(*\n-ﬂ \'\MQ \\.D &\\\uwu\{ Mg ’\"b P\Q_u u\ &uud'q

o pwwc)-& et edu m’}m hn—“ ‘SQQLH

N pb]h@] poﬁw hove bo P“'—‘j “ relag Q"’\“C‘JL{{,P pes
p\} ot a cwic @ dvesd oon uﬁ\i_\vmvw varasys meless

dJo J e vernsne cch shle of ﬂ-“ So as pecple con

be cumwose oboul Varoue sgwar Cu‘n(szrnm.(p he skl oad

T n—?\rdx th 4 £°wdt| &mpb C—H\aﬂﬂmﬁ and My

anfum Par“.u Weed 1“ é"{F@r QCQVCojum b paep\t ab o]

’h«i W\PSWMU- 3. mihmwul C’LMO}_\‘ a.oop Mo Pwuo!u

e MJ J’Wueq\n c)un.;w;t j,'\f'

TD %‘U‘Er MJ U—D—"P Pwe DMJ"?M'\\_

3L Do pespls cw& radom, Br a Fbi@mq porty & Sl

-’Q P\M =N pO-F*' .«f"‘_ﬂ'ﬂyw '(\d‘ \'\»JL &uwaﬂ-ﬂ‘ﬂ—hﬁ

(24-00\5\. o4e a4 cndeved b\,. Jl]muw; and atmmm

oko.\\cmgq_v Mot Lads b h«e_ unc!ero\e»ek»me % ’ﬂ»—k
hel oo ond e SHIT xomple + The anmj pochy neutd

bowe a omou\ or & sedw  Pned J‘d’luw\i Cb-f%j\&'\

w oV dar \'\ Lruw, ab o alﬂ-valwmm kg Cim mnM

Shaggls g mepm’re,m Todudis .

lﬁ D\mmoﬂﬁ— DQ-\'WDtrm-u O-’If'Q t.f‘) OQ Crovo

0 Meugh O Uul'u:s po\fﬁc::J pm—‘\: 't he o bt

L ads fo %ﬁhw\u’z‘m\ * M Loder W M ?/éYmmrMA

W J_JW“ACQJ’\?MJ) M JMJ%M\}_ Laden

o2 W and Blnse he 'P(\«thUH ‘L—'O‘Qm"trm& ond

orid gmamons ot all luckt  Sing Tt polibial ey

Sl d Mo..\‘:ﬁro-— A q/oao‘ d,W\/N\o—nu MVDQW\_O Fe

GQw»um M& nel- as O\walvnjp \"'ocP-b:f\nJ Vi JY

29




pw\mm‘ wekst Songle . P [hea) padon ot hone

T\\L- Pme\SL whoda /eve.nn L}:’ ‘uv&f'\mu M‘Q Wh\

o a,? Ch mm\bm Jrllowe b:m Mv'zn urnJhaanM

M\Ahgli«f

T w)us; the olleasa Jad by o sauehian

Creot®  plons  on kw b .:a\ua. ’ﬂne_n,\ \,:L.lid*j,ut‘ \ﬂ'v

W .
Pw-r al a mzx’n'?,q.) Do—r?'v eha, | wn PowRr ov “t"{-

g‘\LPpt._U! e dne,d:,cm TL_L C’Q\‘J enps s O-I\J pw\:\ﬂ-ﬂ'\-ﬂ h\‘q_

toh 5\,‘3 o O\Q«uel.onm"——lq JDUJJ‘ cu\gt ) UT w\,hr\

a c-mgi}wo La\ui\‘(mih& CJ@J‘LM& @o? E}q S-bmh

U belys wn wm\cmm & eredis a dons t davels

'P“‘-"A’\:J\-DL pb\\hcd Pa!\:uuﬁ power. Sxempl? ~(Le challe

M& 3 Savcﬂ-’km M& Naxé_r n fLuidor ar=as bhane bo

N ma.amﬂ by $ihial podtis.
To Lrw.g@}. ﬁua)t;htcp coand’ Jqﬁi{wwﬂ_‘

,;fgy Wé;d/wﬂ W'\Tln He CAJJVV\} !okmw Cj\MDLM

DAH:\(AJ 10-(”[195 Vowe o lo ?k gvaucpw candidalas o

J
‘/ﬂl M'M"-ﬁ o eledio eu\cQ S"W&wu Jo e post 4o

ag "‘o Lm C-Lw\pq:s acarduwnp hrdl b°‘ttﬁa3' A SPL%!:W

p\\}m_l pgﬁg a{\ae Nty D:Eq- &w 'I"\TMW\R

Opgu«w Qu}um ven, Pulfhc&Lfo-&v meobu a__tnembey—

=+
}WM J“’Wp o\SLl- LQCLG?&CJLLAJQJ‘IM 04\49 h»\ww

—ﬂ»nu. od a5 o wafVULcQ/wu ho bes Pﬁm'“l

po—r‘"_,; o powzr h en vl Mo S @uog{ ObVo-—ranﬂ-

Mo\ Demo crousy M_Qa’ $1<.ou’io~r’fw.l ngqfiLWU G bew |

3
at watdidopr o dMarpols F"cﬁb‘_&ﬁr‘hu S Nley ensne

ot ha 9~vcrnmex\“¥“ h power pm:?»mf dr banldundin |

qcr.orJq\p\v B e low MJ l«ou ha  onahhadom TRIES

ldﬂ\s{' deuSz hiJ L\p_‘pi ) OLC\.“W& MO@V&(”M‘E

tn prwear o po—}vm a/aoo‘ Lo asr b c(),o net boa_c& Jullows

et S—P\M&Q(sz ZW}CG.LWQ,L 4 AT has bewn Cw"lvdL

\\owm,a vy 0 h,JL g,avc(hnmef\L N preer MO‘ d-\ad‘lmﬂ-"" o

30



m N Fo-f'f'ow\o.ntﬁ- ond condvd ?M?cll\dd lpaf%‘m
prwr nohatly
Tartde pitthcol poctisy bove ban g groil’
Gorbvih Whim  swa M\, ch,, A Lm(fu;\aw wLu.L On\\«\\:w\'
ec b heo O\UL\APMJ\'\‘ 9,h,a Nth\ Al Na pbld‘tm)
padus \n-mh mony o LmSL i rumber balps o Ne promatien

3( C\U\nbu% .

Extract 5.2 is a sample of a good response from a candidate who was able to
evaluate the functions of political parties such as to provide civic education to
the society, leading people towards development, promoting democracy and
good governance.

2.3.2 Question 6: Democratic Process and Practices

The question required the candidates to describe six reasons for the people
to vote in an election.

This question was attempted by 40,095 candidates (61.4%) but their
performance was weak, as 83.1 percent of them scored from 0 to 6.5 marks
of which 82.8 percent scored from 1 to 6.5 marks, 16.5 percent scored from
7 to 11.5 marks and 0.4 percent scored from 12 to 20 marks. This
performance is summarized in figure 6.
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Figure 6: The candidate’s performance in question 6
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The candidates who scored a 0 mark (0.3%) lacked knowledge of the subject
matter and correct interpretation of the question. The majority of candidates
erroneously associated the demands of the question with the qualifications
which enable citizens to vote .For example, one of the candidates pointed
out the following reasons as to why people vote, being a citizen, not being
under 18 years, having a normal mind, not having two citizenship, having
registered as a voter, having an election identity card. Another candidate
explained the importance of the voter’s identity card which includes
identifying the citizen and non-citizen, to facilitate access for loan. Another
candidate misinterpreted the question to mean qualifications of a voter in
Tanzania as shown in Extract 6.1.

Extract 6.1
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Extract 6.1 shows a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who
misinterpreted the question to mean qualifications of a voter in Tanzania.

Furthermore, the majority of the candidates (82.8%) had inadequate
knowledge or partial knowledge of the subject matter because they scored
from 1 to 6.5 marks. The responses of candidates in this category were
characterised by a mixture of correct responses and incorrect points, lack of
elaborations of the points and failure to observe essay writing skills. One of
the candidates, for example, mixed principles of democracy such as rule of
law, multiparty system and reasons for people to vote such as helping to
maintain the spirit of popular consent. Above all, inadequate English
language skills were also a contributory factor for the low score.

However, some candidates who scored from 7 to 11.5 marks (16.5%)
demonstrated adequate mastery of the subject matter and relatively good
organizational skills in terms of adhering to essay writing rules and
providing relevant introduction and conclusion. They were able to provide
relevant points on the reasons why people vote such as electing leaders of
their choice, it is a peaceful and orderly means of transferring power from
one government to the next. However, they could not score higher marks
because of repetitions and inadequate elaborations for some of the points.

On the other hand, a few candidates (0.4%) had good performance by
scoring from 12 to 15 marks. They explained why people vote in an election
by giving such reasons like;

Voting helps people to choose leaders, remove the government
system from power when it does not rule properly, implement
democracy and bring a new government into power.

Moreover, the candidates showed good organizational skills by providing
relevant introduction, conclusion and good flow of ideas. However, some of
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them failed to elaborate their points comprehensively and this caused
differences in their scores. Extract 6.2 is a sample of a good response.

Extract 6.2
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24.1

Extract 6.2 presents a sample of a relatively good answer to this question. The

candidate was able to explain why people vote in an election.

SECTIOND
Question 7: Science and Technology in Development

The question required the candidates to examine the contributions of

science and technology in socio-economic development.

This question was attempted by 58,863 candidates (90.2%) and their
performance was good, as 63.0 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 9.5
percent scored from 12 to 20 marks, 27.3 percent scored from 1 to 6.5

marks and only 0.2 percent scored O mark. Their performance is

summarized in Figure 7.
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Figure 7: The candidates’ performance in question 7

The candidates who scored from 12 to 19.5 marks (9.5%) were able to
explain the contributions of science and technology in socio-economic
development. They were able to define the concept of science as systematic,
coordinated and organized body of knowledge, derived from accurate
observations of facts and experimentation of facts, they defined technology
as the use of scientific knowledge to make things and development as the
advancement in production and consumption of goods and services in all
sphere of life. Besides that, they showed clearly how science and technology
have affected man’s development such as in the fields of education, health,
transport, communication, agriculture and industry. Another notable strength
of the candidate’s responses was good organization of essays and ability to
express oneself in English Language. Extract 7.1 illustrate this case.
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Extract 7.1
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Extract 7.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who was
able to provide the correct responses on how science and technology
contributes to socio-economic development.

The majority of candidates (63.0 %) had average performance with scores
ranging from 7 to 11.5 marks. This implies that a good number of candidates
had adequate knowledge of the topic. However, they could not score full
marks because of some few shortfalls such as inability to comprehensively
exhaust the required points and repetitions of points. One of the candidates,
for example, cited improvement in infrastructure in one paragraph and in the
next he/she talked about improvement of transport and communication. As a
matter of fact the two points were the same.

Moreover, the most notable weakness displayed by the candidates who
scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (27.3%) is inadequate knowledge of the subject
matter, inability to provide relevant introductions and conclusion and
English language problems leading to unclear phrases and sentences. One
candidate, for example, defined science and technology as knowledge of the
nature around us. Another candidate outlined the contribution of science
and technology in socio economic development as

in the hospital we get medicine, to get the electricity it is from
science and technology in the electricity are used to do work.
Example no electricity no water and getting the communication.

On the other hand, a few candidates (0.2%), who scored a O mark
misinterpreted the demands of the question by describing the steps which
can be taken to promote science and technology such as
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Establishment of universities, establishing the Ministry of
science and technology, establishment of SIDO, establishment
of technical centres and promoting scholarship.

Other candidates provided the indicators of underdevelopment such as
shortage of tools (machines), shortage of social services, and shortage of
industrial activities and lack of education. Others discussed the factors
hindering the development of science and technology. For example, one of
the candidates pointed out lack of government support, shortage of
infrastructure and shortage of capital. Extract 7.2 shows a sample of a poor
response provided by one of the candidates.

Extract 7.2
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Extract 7.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who failed to
address the demands of the questions by providing measures which can be
taken to develop science and technology such as establishment of technical
centres, providing scholarships and establishment of universities instead of the
contributions of science and technology.

2.4.2 Question 8: Contemporary/Cross Cutting Issues-Environmental Issues

The question required the candidates to suggest any six strategies that can be
applied to preserve our environment.

The question was attempted by most candidates 54,184 (83%) and their
performance was good, as 66.3 percent scored from 7 to 11.5 marks, 10.9
percent scored from 12 to 20 marks, 22.8 percent scored from 0 to 6.5 marks
and only 0.1 percent scored a 0 marks. The performance is summarised in
Figure 8.

41



Scores

B0 - 6.5 Weak
O7-11.5 Average
@12 -20 Good

Figure 8: The candidate’s performance in three categories

The candidates who scored from 12 marks to 16.5 marks (10.9%), had
adequate knowledge of the subject matter and they correctly interpreted the
question. They were able to define very well the concept of environment and
showed clearly the strategies that can be applied to preserve it. They
provided good points such as provision of education on environmental
preservation, use of alternative sources of energy, afforestation and re-
afforestation, proper method of waste disposal, use of proper farming
methods and proper fishing methods. The candidates also demonstrated
proper essay writing rules including writing good introductions, main body
and conclusions. Most of the candidates in this category were able to
elaborate the points by using good English language. Extract 8.1 is an
illustration of a candidate who was able to suggest six strategies that can be
applied to preserve the environment.
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Extract 8.1 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who was
able to suggest strategies to preserve the environment such as reforestation,
proper waste disposal, use of alternative source of energy and enforcement of
environment conservation laws.

Furthermore, the responses of the majority of the candidates (66.3%) who
performed averagely by scoring from 7 to 11.5 marks suggest that they had
adequate knowledge of the topic on environmental issues. Nevertheless, the
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candidates could not score higher marks because of lack of an in-depth
elaborations of the strategies that can be applied to preserve our
environment.  Repetitions of points also characterised some of the
responses. One of the candidates, for example, suggested mass education as
one of the strategy that can be applied to preserve the environment in the
first paragraph. In the next paragraph the candidate suggested establishment
of institutions to educate people on the preservation of the environment.

The responses of the candidates who scored from 1 to 6.5 marks (22.7%)
were characterised by lack of focus on the demands of the question and
superficial elaborations of the few correct points provided. One of the
candidates, for example, suggested control of air, water and noise pollution
in one paragraph but in the next paragraph the candidate discussed about the
effects of global warming Moreover, inability to provide relevant
introduction, conclusion and coherent English sentences adversely affected
their performance in this question. One of the candidates, for example
defined environment as the street where the human or non human being are
lived.

On the other hand, the few candidates (0.1%) who scored 0 mark had a
problem with interpretation of the question demands and lacked knowledge
of the subject matter. For example, one candidate pointed out;

Abolishment of traditional beliefs, to avoid corruption, to avoid
conflict, responsibility of the leader, implementation of the
unsafe cant, taxes and to educate people.

Another candidate misinterpreted the question to mean ways through which
environmental degradation takes place, hence mentioning ways like: global
warming, deforestation, soil erosion and land degradation .Worse still,
inadequate English language skills also adversely affected their
performance. Extract 8.2 is a sample from the script of a candidate who
went astray.
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Extract 8.2
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Extract 8.2 is a sample of a response from a script of a candidate who provided
irrelevant responses such abolishment of traditional beliefs and to avoid
corruption.

3.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH TOPIC

The analysis of candidates’ performance in each topic indicates that two
topics had good performance, one average and three topics had weak
performance. Question 8 which featured the topic on Environmental Issues
was well performed by the candidates with 77.2 percent of the candidates
scoring an average of 35 marks and above, question 7 featuring the topic on
Science and Technology in Development ranked second with 72.5 percent of
candidates scoring 35 marks and above and questions 3 and 4 on
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4.0

4.1

4.2

International Affairs had average performance (57.15%). On the other hand,
the topics which had weak candidates’ performance include; Religion
(0.8%), Democratic Process and Practice (23.1%) and Life Skills (29.8%).
The candidates’ performance is summarized in the Appendix.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
CONCLUSION

The performance of candidates in ACSEE 2016 General Studies was good
as 71.24 percent of the candidates passed. This shows that a good number of
the candidates had adequate knowledge and skills in the respective topics
from which the questions were derived. However, it is evident from the
analysis of the candidate’s responses in various questions that many
candidates face multiple challenges in answering the questions which
include lack of an in-depth knowledge of some topics such as Religion,
Democratic Process and Practice and Life skills. Another equally serious
problem was inability of some candidates to interpret the questions
compounded by inadequate English Language skills.

In view of this situation, teachers should employ new strategies in teaching
and learning of the topics which had weak candidates’ performance in
ACSEE 2016. This can be effectively done by employing a variety of
techniques such as inviting guest speakers and study visits to promote
students’ interest in the subject.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to improve the performance of the prospective candidates in this
subject, the following should be considered,;

a) Teachers should train students to read and identify the demands of the
questions before they start answering them.

b) Teachers should administer regular tests and examinations of
acceptable standards in line with the syllabus and the National
examinations” Format so as to reinforce students’ knowledge of the
learned topics.

c) The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology or the concerned
institution should supply schools with teaching and learning materials
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d)

(books, academic video and films) so as to improve the quality of
teaching General Studies in schools.

Teachers should encourage students to read extensively a variety of
textbooks, journals and newspapers instead of memorising notes
provided in the classroom.

Schools and interschool debating clubs should be encouraged so as to
improve students™ knowledge on international affairs, contemporary
issues and student’s mastery of the English Language.

Teachers should be given regular in-service courses and seminars in
order to acclimatize themselves with some of the challenging topics in
the syllabus such as religion, life skills and philosophy just to name a
few of them.
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Appendix
THE PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES IN EACH TOPIC

ACSEE 2016
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