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FOREWORD

The Examiners’ Report on the Performance of Candidates in the Arabic
Language subject in the Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education
Examination (ACSEE) 2014, was prepared in order to provide feedback to
students, teachers, parents, policy makers and the public in general on the
performance of candidates.

The Advanced Certificate of Secondary Education Examination marks the
end of two years of ‘A’ level Secondary Education. It is a summative
evaluation which among other things shows the effectiveness of the
education system in general and the education delivery system in particular.
Essentially, candidates’ responses to the examination questions is a strong
indicator of what the education system was able or unable to offer to students
in their two years of A level secondary education in the subject.

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards
understanding of some of the reasons behind the performance of candidates
in the Arabic Language subject. Generally, the performance of the candidates
in this subject was good. The report highlights the factors that made some
candidates fail to score high marks in the questions. Such factors include
failure to interpret the requirement of the questions, inability to express
themselves in Arabic Language and lack of knowledge on the principles and
rules related to the subject. The feedback provided will enable the education
administrators, school managers, teachers and students to identify proper
measures to be taken in order to improve candidates’ performance in future
examinations administered by the Council.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania will highly appreciate
comments and suggestions from teachers, students and the public in general

that can be used in improving future Examiners’ Reports.

Finally, the Council would like to thank the Examination officers, examiners
and all others who participated in the preparation of this report.

A

Dr. Charles E. Msonde
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

iv



1.0

2.0

INTRODUCTION

The report analyses the performance of candidates in Arabic Language for
candidates who sat for the Advance Certificate of Secondary Education
Examination (ACSEE) 2014, The Arabic Language examination followed
the 2004 syllabus and was set according to the 2012 examination format.
Almost all the topics which are in the syllabus were examined.

The candidates were tested in the skills of comprehension, language use,
morphology, essay writing, rhetoric, response to reading, poetry and prose
and history of hiterature. The papers consisted of 05 sections from which the
candidates were supposed to attempt 01 question only for each section, with
a total of nine (09) questions for 125/1 Arabic Language paper 1 and ten
(10) questions for 125/2 Arabic Language paper 2.

A total of 472 candidates sat for Arabic Examination in 2014, whereas
93.86 percent of the candidates passed the examination and 6.14 percent
failed the examination. While in 2013, 82.32 percent passed. This indicates
that, the rate of performance in the year 2014 has increased by 11.54
percent.

This report aims at providing feedback to education stakeholders on the
performance of the candidates in each question. The report highlights the
requirements of each question by indicating the expected responses to the
questions and how the candidates answered the questions. Also a sample of
responses extracted from candidates® scripts has been attached. It is
expected that this report will enable teachers and students to improve
teaching and learning of Arabic Language so as to improve the performance
in this subject.

ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES PERFORMANCE IN EACH
QUESTION IN 125/1 ARABIC LANGUAGE PAPER 1

2.1 Section 1: Comprehension

This section was composed of one question. The candidates were
required to attempt all parts of the question. This question carried
twenty (20) marks.



2.1.1 Question 1

The question required the candidates to read the passage and
answer the given questions. This question was compulsory
and had two parts, part (a) and (b). In part (a), the candidates
were required to give short answers to five questions given.
In part (b) the candidates were given five sentences to fill in
the blanks.

This question was attempted by 98.3 percent of the
candidates, of which 2.1 percent scored 0 mark, 3.4 percent
scored 02 to 05 marks, 21.4 percent scored 06 t010.5, 42.6
percent scored 11 to 15.5 and 30.5 percent scored above 16
marks out of the 20 marks allocated to this question.

The candidates who performed well in this question provided
the correct answers and clear explanation from the given
short questions. Also they filled blanks of comprehension as
required. This indicates that, the candidates had enough
vocabulary and good command in Arabic Language. Extract
1.1 shows a sample of good response.

Extract1.1
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Extract 1.1 shows a sample of a response of a candidate who
provided the correct answers clearly from the given short
questions as well as the filling blanks. For example in item 2 in
part (a), the candidate managed to mention the supervisor of
tour as a collector of the contributed money for tour. This
shows that, the candidate has a good mastery of Arabic

Language.



2.2

However, most of the candidates who performed poorly in
this question were not able to answer the items from part (a),
although most of the answers could be found from the
passage. The item that was not answered well by candidates
was item 2. Most of them wrote the answer is farther (My)
instead of supervisor of tour (<Ma it e o piall), This proves
that, the candidates lacked sufficient knowledge and enough
vocabulary in Arabic Language. Extract 1.2 shows a sample
of poor response.

Extract 1.2

A X0 (;u-z—ﬁ)\
('
i TL S LG

e R AV h«i?}*" 3/ X
DTS SR

;. 13 Z
ARER AN PRV MJ oD

‘/

_Lfg/a)"\

2 3 4
2L W\ spes! 8
o 5 [ S

4)\)&9)\MM )\D (“UHQJ
\M«OL&Z’\ E@)G&}

Extract 1.2 shows a sample of response from a script of a
candidate who was not able to answer the given question
correctly. The candidate failed completely to understand the
demands of the question due to a poor command in Arabic
Language.

Section 2;: Grammar

This section had two questions which were question 2 and 3. The
candidates were required to attempt only one question. Each
question carried twenty (20) marks.
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2.2.1 Question 2

This question consisted of two parts (a) and (b). In part (a),
the question required the candidates to give explanation of
underlined grammatical items, and they were required to
explain grammatical items like demonstrative pronoun,
nouns, pronouns and verb. In part (b), the candidates were
required to rearrange the sentences after entering one of the
given words of (4dlsdls o9

This question was attempted by 76.4 percent of the
candidates, of which 5.1 percent scored 0 to 0.5 marks, 16.8
percent scored 01 to 05.5 marks, 33.8 percent scored 06 to
10.5, 35.9 percent scored 11 to15.5 and only 8.4 percent
scored above 16 marks out of the 20 marks allocated to this
question.

Most of the candidates who attempted this part, performed
well. These candidates were able to give explanation of
underlined grammatical items like verbs, nouns, pronouns,
subject and demonstrative pronoun. This indicates that, the
candidates had enough knowledge on this topic. Extract 2.1
shows a sample of good response.

Extract 2.1
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Extract 2.1 shows a sample of good response from one of the
candidate who met the demands of the question after analyzing
demonstrative pronoun, nouns, pronouns and verb correctly, thus
scoring high marks.

However, some of the candidates did not perform well in this
question because they provided the incorrect answers. Others
wrote the answers which were not related to the demands of
the questions. For example some candidates analyzed item 3
in part (a) as dual (%) instead of demonstrative pronoun
(3LEY at). This indicates that, the candidates lacked enough
knowledge on this topic of analysis («1=Y¥). Extract 2.2
shows a sample of poor response.



Extract 2.2
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Extract 2.2 shows a sample of a candidate who performed
poorly in this question. The candidate analyzed item 3 as dual
(s¥e) instead of demonstrative pronoun (3&Y aul) and item 6 as
verb (JalY) instead of noun (a¥) due to poor language and
enough knowledge on Arabic grammar,

In part (b), the candidates were required to construct
sentences in grammatical order by using the given words.
Five (05) questions were given in this part. Some candidates
(43.3%) did well in this part. They managed to enter
appropriate words for each sentence and made changes as
expected due to possession of good command in Arabic
Language. Extract 2.3 shows a sample of good response.
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Extract 2.3
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Extraet 2.3 shows a sample of a candidate who performed well in
this part. The candidate managed to construct sentences correctly
as expected in this part.

The candidates who did not perform well in this part lacked
enough knowledge on this topic. These candidates did not
manage to construct sentence in grammatical order by using
the given words of (s 019, Extract 2.4 shows a sample
of poor response.
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Extract 2.4 shows a sample of a candidate who performed poorly
in this part. The candidate did not make any change after using the
given words of (sl 9. In fourth and fifth question, the
candidate used particles (wwalll @l sif) instead of given words from
CET )



2.2.2  Question 3

This question was composed of two parts (a) and (b). In part
(a) the candidates were asked to correct the given sentences
and in part (b) required the candidates to mention marks of
nouns and verbs and also to provide sentences founded on
present tense and past tense.

This question was attempted by 19.6 percent of the
candidates, of which 9.5 percent scored 0 to 0.5 marks, 71.6
percent scored 01 to 05.5 marks and only 18.9 percent scored
06 to 09 marks out of the 20 marks allocated to this question.

Most of the candidates (71.6%) who performed poorly in this
question, did not manage to correct any sentence from the
given sentences. This shows that, candidates had a poor
command in Arabic Language. Some of candidates tried to
answer items of part (b) which related to marks of nouns and
verbs and sentences founded on present tense and past tense
but most of them wrote irrelevant answers due to lack of
enough knowledge on this topic, thus scoring lower marks,
Extract 3.1 shows a sample of poor response.

Extract 3.1
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Extract 3.1 shows a sample of poor response from one of the
candidate who performed poorly in this question. The candidate
did not manage to correct any sentence from the given sentences
and also provided explanation about marks of nouns and verbs
wrongly.

Section 3: Grammar

This section had two questions (question 4 and 5). The candidates
were required to attempt only one question. Each question carried
twenty (20) marks.

23.1

Question 4

This question was composed of two parts (a) and (b). In part
(a) the candidates were required to give definitions on
grammatical terms like syntax, past tense, particle and
subject and also were required to mention types of
demonstrative pronouns. In part (b), the candidates were
required to make useful sentences of verbal noun and present
participle.

This question was attempted by 82.0 percent of the
candidates. Performance in this question was good as 2.5
percent scored 0 to 0.5 marks, 17.9 percent scored 01 to 05.5
marks, 52.6 percent scored 06 tol0.5 marks, 24 percent

10



scored 11 to 15.5 and 3 percent scored above 16 marks out
of the 20 marks allocated to this question.

The candidates who performed well, they managed to
explain definitions on grammatical terms like syntax, past
tense, particle and subject and also to mention types of
demonstrative pronouns as required because they had
enough knowledge on this topic. Extract 4.1 shows a sample
of good response.

Extract 4.1
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Extract 4. 1 shows a sample of good response from one of the
candidate who managed to give definitions on grammatical terms

like broken plural (sl

verbal noun and present participle correctly as required.
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2.3.2

However, some of the candidates who performed poorly in
this question, failed to understand the demands of the
question as well as incompetence in using Arabic Language.
For instance, item 7 in part (a) required the candidates to
give the meaning of subject (JsW). Instead of giving the
meaning of the subject, they wrote the meaning of verb
(Jsil), The candidates who performed moderately did not
manage to give correct responses on grammatical terms like
syntax, past tense, particle and subject. They failed to
perform well due to lack of enough knowledge on this topic.
Extract 4.2 shows a sample of poor response.
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Extract 4.2 shows a sample of poor response from one of the
candidate who gave the meaning of verb instead of subject in item
7, thus scoring lower marks.

Question 5

This question was composed of two parts (a) and (b). In part
(a) the candidates were required to wuse the given
interrogative particles to construct sentences. In part (b), the
candidates were required to explain the evaluation of Arabic
morphology and mention morphology scholars and reasons
for its evaluation.

This question was attempted by 84.7 percent of the
candidates. The performance in this question was poor as 6.8

13



2.4

percent scored 0 mark, 56.7 percent scored 01 to 05.5 marks,
31.1 percent scored 06 to 10 marks and only 5.4 percent
scored 11 to 13 marks out of the 20 marks allocated to this
question.

Most of the candidates (63.5%) who performed poorly in this
question, showed weakness in constructing sentences by
using interrogative particles. This indicates that, the
candidates had insufficient knowledge and poor command in
Arabic Language. The few candidates who performed
moderately managed to give an adequate explanation on the
evaluation of Arabic morphology and mention two or three
out of five morphology scholars instructed due to lack of
enough knowledge on this topic. Extract 5.1 shows a sample
of poor response.

Extract 5.1
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Extract 5.1 shows a sample of poor response from one of the
candidate who failed in this question. The candidate wrote three
names of caliphs (Abubakar Saddig, Othman bin Affan and Aliy
bin Abiytwalib) in Islam instead of morphology scholars.

Section 4: Merphology

This section consists of question 6 and 7. The candidates were

required to attempt only one question. Each question carried twenty
(20) marks.

2.41 Question 6

This question was composed of two parts (a), (b) and (c). In
patt (a), the candidates were required to give the meaning of
14



some grammatical items in Arabic Language related to
morphology. In part (b) and (c), the candidates were required
to construct sentences with verbal noun by using gerund in
part (b) and infinitive in part {c).

This question was attempted by 33.1 percent of the
candidates. The performance in this question was poor as
2.5 percent scored 0 to 0.5 marks, 73.8 percent scored 01 to
05.5 marks, 21.2 percent scored 06 to 10 marks and only 2.5
percent scored 11 tol4 marks out of the 20 marks allocated
to this question.

Most of the candidates, who attempted this question, choose
part (a) only, because they lacked enough knowledge on
verbal noun asked in part (b). Most of the candidates who
did this question gave incorrect definition to the given
grammatical items related to morphology. Other candidates
provided answers that were not related to the demands of the
questions due to poor Arabic Language. For example,
question 6 in part (a) required the candidates to mention
goals of morphology (wirall Glisall) but they wrote its
definition. Extract 6.1 shows a sample of poor response.

Extract 6.1
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Extract 6.1 shows a sample of peor response from one of the
candidate who failed to give the meaning of some grammatlcai
terms like morphology and used same words (fasaly uafts) for
two questions which were incorrect, even their spellings were
incorrect. The candidate did not have enough knowledge on
morphology topic.
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2.4.2  Question 7

This question had one part. The candidates were asked to
mention and measure the original letters of the given words
and construct sentence with objective by using given words.
Also the candidates were asked to show the steps to be

followed 1n order to get some nouns from other verbs.

This question was attempted by 62.6 percent of the
candidates, of which 2.0 percent scored 0 to 0.5 marks, 18.5
percent scored 01 to 05.5 marks, 43.9 percent scored 06
1010.5 marks, 30.3 percent scored 11 to 15.5 and 5.3 percent
scored 16 to 17 marks out of the 20 marks allocated to this

question.

The candidate who attempted in this question, performed
well. The managed to mention the original letters of the
given words correctly, measure the given words and show
the steps to be followed in order to get some nouns from
other verbs with some relevant examples. This indicates that,
the candidates had enough knowledge on this topic. Extract

7.1 shows a sample of good response.
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Extract 7.1 shows a sample of good response from one of the
candidate who performed well in this question. The candidate
managed to mention the original letters of the given words
correctly and show the steps to be followed in order to get some
nouns from other verbs with some examples clearly as expected.

However, there were some candidates who performed poorly
in this question. These candidates were not able to mention
the original letters of the given words. Others showed the
steps to be followed in order to get some nouns from other
verbs with some examples but there were incorrect due to
lack of enough knowledge on this topic. Extract 7.2 shows a
sample of poor response.
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2.5

Extract 7.2
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Extract 7.2 shows a sample of poor response from one of the

candidate who followed the steps and measured the given words
but they were not correct, thus scoring lower marks.

Section 5: Composition (Article and Letter writing)

This section was composed of two questions. The candidates were

required to attempt only one question. Each question carried twenty
(20) marks.

2.5.1 Question 8

In this question, the candidates were required to write an
article on the importance of agriculture to the country.
Unfortunately, there was no any candidate who attempted
this question. The question required a good command in
Arabic language to enable the candidate to score high marks.
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2.5.2 Question 9

In this question, the candidates were required to write a
friendly letter to his/her friend informing him on the visit and
how he/she is going to spend it.

This question was attempted by 96.7 percent of the
candidates. The performance in this question was good as
0.2 percent scored 0 mark, 22.9 percent scored 1.5 to 05.5
marks, 64.9 percent scored 06 to10.5 marks, 9.4 percent
scored 11 to 15.5 and 2.6 percent scored above 16 marks out
of the 20 marks allocated to this question.

Most of the candidates who attempted this question,
performed well. They managed to write a friendly letter to
his/her friend informing him on the visit and how she/he
spent it. The candidates also adhered to the format of letter
writing in Arabic Language. This indicates that, the
candidates had enough knowledge on this topic. Extract 9.1
shows sample of good response.

Fxtract 9.1

" r\‘ﬁ. _)-\-:\ 'AL TR R N
A4 Ry
| - C o e L
p-

P )

VS -, \E__,,,_

PR S A S/ \_JL::UQJ Drbnf 4\
¥, n“kh‘l‘&'))n.'r\ _)3\) Loy c‘\.x}.; B )-uk“
e ;}3\\( PR *ijx AT
Kr Al C\Aa‘\ ::‘y\\\-\ A SR % 2 nz;’)é\)\’ ,_ul
RN NI S VR KA WP
1 3 \ - ERN
F I S PN

gt LA GV e Wo s 2 A, A SR
EUSC i AN NN AP \Az-:\m "

::;3:@*. RV eg_-';ém_,,i"'s_b.nﬁ,a N

st ot \5\ P AAH;\_A_{»‘\. x&.}“>):3,a ..‘-.%Jun\\-j
o e A ' A

Extract 9.1 represents a sample of response from one of the
candidate who performed well in letter writing. The candidate
adhered to the format of letter writing in Arabic Language and
his/her points are well elaborated, thus scoring high marks.
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However, few candidates (23.1%) who performed poorly in
this question did not manage to describe the main concept as
instructed that is to write a friendly letter to his/her friend
informing him on the visit and how is he/she going to spend
it instead they wrote sentences which were not related to the
demands of the question. Although most of them managed to
write only address, date and greetings of the letter. This
indicates that, the candidates did not have sufficient
vocabulary and good command in Arabic Language. Extract
9.2 shows a sample of poor response.

Extract 9.2
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Extract 9.2 shows a sample of poor response from one of the
candidate who adhered to the rules and format of letter in Arabic
Language like address, date and greetings but he/she could not
express the main ideas of a body of a letter which is informing
his/her friend on the visit and how he/she is going to spend it,
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3.0 ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES PERFORMANCE IN EACH
QUESTION IN 125/2 ARABIC LANGUAGE PAPER 2

3.1 Section 1: Rhetoric

This section had two questions which were question 1 and 2. The
candidates were required to attempt only one question. Each
question carried twenty (20) marks.

3.1.1 Question 1

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the
candidates were asked to explain some of rhetoric
terminologies from the given words like metaphor and
metonymy. In part (b), the candidates were asked to identify
metaphor “8_laduyl”,

This question was attempted by 77.1 percent of the
candidates. The performance in this question was average as
11.3 percent scored 0 to 0.5 marks, 39.4 percent scored 1.0
to 05.5 marks, 41 percent scored 06 to 10.5 marks and only
8.3 percent scored 11 to 16 marks out of the 20 marks
allocated to this question.

The candidates who performed well in this question,
managed to explain metaphor and metonymy and identify
metaphor “8 iV as expected. This shows that, the
candidates had sufficient knowledge on this topic. Extract
1.1 shows a sample of good response.

Extract 1.1
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Extract 1. 1 shows

sample of a response of a candidate who

performed well. He/she managed to explain some of rhetoric
terminologies like metaphor and metonymy. The candidate also

mentioned the basi

¢ elements of metaphor and identified it

correctly as required.
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3.1.2

However, most of the candidates who performed poorly
provided incorrect answers from the given words like
metaphor and metonymy and identify metaphor 3 asu¥i”
wrongly. Some of them did not understand the demand of
the question. For example, the question required the
candidates 1o mention the basic elements of metaphor instead
they wrote types of metaphor. This indicates that, the
candidates did not have sufficient knowledge and enough
vocabulary in Arabic Language. Extract 1.2 shows a sample
of poor response.

Extract 1.2
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Extract 1.2 represents a sample of a response from one of the
candidate who wrote types of metaphor instead of the basic
elements of metaphor. This might be due to lack of enough
knowledge on this topic.

Question 2

This question had two parts (a) and (b). In part (a) the
candidates were required to work out metonymy
‘Jujaltflaedl”. In part (b) the candidates were asked to
identify types of antonomasia ‘AW from the given
sentences.
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This question was attempted by 19.4 percent of the
candidates, of which 4.3 percent scored 0 mark, 53.1 percent
scored 01 to 05.5 marks and only 42.6 percent scored 06 to
11 marks out of the 20 marks allocated to this question.

Most of the candidates who performed poorly in this
question confused with adjective and substantive
antonomasia ‘“&USW in part (b), hence they answered the
questions in different way. This indicates that, the candidates
did not have enough knowledge on antonomasia ‘4usi’,
Some of them did not manage to identify the connection and
context of metonymy*dm i i’ from the given sentences
due to lack of enough knowledge on this topic of
metonymy*Juadl el Extract 2.1 shows a sample of poor
response.

Extract 2.1
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Extract 2.1 shows a sample of poor response of the candidate who
understood the demand of the question but he/she was confused
with adjective and substantive antonomasia ‘4 and led
him/her to write incorrect answers.
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3.2 Section 2: Literature

This section had two questions which were question 3 and 4. The
candidates were required to attempt only one question. Each
question carried twenty (20) marks.

3.2.1

Question 3

This question was composed of two parts each part had 5
sub-questions. The candidates were asked to write a poem
for each part.

This question was an optional one and was attempted by
34.3 percent of the candidates, of which 6.0 percent scored 0
to 0.5 marks, 3 percent scored from Ol to 05.5 marks, and
9.1 percent scored from 07 to 10.5 marks, 28.9 percent
scored from 11 to 15.5 and 53 percent scored above 16
marks out of allotted 20 marks.

Most of the candidates who attempted this question,
performed well. They wrote verses of poetry correctly as
instructed due to enough knowledge on poetry. Extract 3.1
shows sample of good response.

Extract 3.1
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Extract 3.1 shows a sample of good response from one of the
candidate who managed to write poetry correctly as required, thus
scoring a high marks in this question.
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3.2.2

However, most of the candidates who performed poorly in
this question provided irrelevant verses of poetry, some of
them wrote half verses and others wrote nothing due to lack
of enough knowledge on this topic, thus scoring lower
marks. Extract 3.2 shows a sample of poor response.

Extract 3.2
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Extract 3.2 represents a sample of the candidate's response. The
candidate copied from the given verses of poetry { 4de Lad sdaa 0%
pus) in part (a) and half verses of poetry in part (b) due to lack of
enough knowledge on poetry. For example (1S 41 (yal (uddlt 7 5,9)
while was supposed to be (#4841 (gl (udbll g 99 G 48 il G 2 g)
thus scoring lower marks in this question.

Question 4
This question had two parts (a) and (b). In each part, the

candidates were required to complete poetry with
appropriate information in the blanks.
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This question was attempted by 61.8 percent of the
candidates, of which 2.7 percent scored 0 mark, 3.7 percent
scored from 01 to 05.5 marks, and 6.3 percent scored from
06 to 10.5 marks, 17.7 percent scored from 11 to 15.5 and
69.6 percent scored above 16 marks out of allotted 20

marks.

Most of the candidates who attempted this question,
performed well. These candidates managed to complete
verses of poetry as required due to enough knowledge on
poetry. Extract 4.1 shows sample of good response.

Extract 4.1
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Extract 4.1 shows a sample of good response from one of the
candidate who managed to complete verses of poetry correctly,
thus scoring a high marks in this question.
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However, there were few candidates who performed poorly
in this question. These candidates could not complete verses
of poetry due to lack of enough knowledge on this topic.
Extract 4.2 shows a sample of poor response.

Extract 4.2
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Extract 4.2 represents a sample of a response from a candidate
who responded incorrectly this question. The candidate did not

manage to complete poetry with appropriate information in the
blanks as required.

3.3 Section 3: Literature

This section was composed of two questions. The candidates were

required to opt for only one question. Each question carried twenty
(20) marks.
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Question 5

In question 5, the candidates were required to explain
definitions of some literature words like lyric poetry,
narrative poetry and drama poetry. On other hand, the
candidates were required to mention types of prose and five
Arab literature periods.

This question was attempted by 64.7 percent of the
candidates. Performance in this question shows that, 2.6
percent scored 0 mark, 9.2 percent scored from 01 to 05.5
marks, and 26.9 percent scored from 06 to 10.5 marks,
36.1 percent scored from 11 to 15.5 and 23.2 percent
scored above 16 marks out of allotted 20 marks.

The candidates who performed well in this question,
managed to explain definitions of lyric poetry, narrative
poetry and drama poetry and also managed to mention types
of prose and five Arab literature periods. This indicates that,
they had enough knowledge on this topic. Extract 5.1 shows
sample of good response.

Extract 5.1
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Extract 5.1 indicates a sample of candidate’s responses who
answered the questions correctly by explaining definitions of
narrative poetry and drama poetry and mentioning types of prose
and Arab literature periods correctly, although, there were some
spelling mistakes like word (&aw34) which was supposed to be
(Ao g0,
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However, most of the candidates who performed poorly in
this question failed to define literature words like lyric
poetry, narrative poetry and drama poetry. Others copied
some of the statements from the question and used them to
define narrative poetry and drama poetry. Some of them
performed moderately in part (b), they managed to mention
some types of prose and three periods out of five periods
instructed. This proves that, the candidates lacked enough
knowledge on this topic. Extract 5.2 shows a sample of poor
response.

Extract 5.2
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Extract 5.2 represents a sample of a candidate who answered this
question poorly. He/she gave irrelevant answers to this question
and also copied some of the statements from the question and
used them to define narrative poetry and drama poetry.
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3.3.2 Question 6

In question 6, the candidates were required to mention some
targets of studying literature and its basic elements as well as
providing the definition of literature according to different
periods of Arab literature. In another part, the candidates
were required to show some advantage of literature and also
to explain in brief about literary Zuher.

This question was attempted by 31.4 percent of the
candidates. Performance in this question shows that, 3.9
percent scored 0 mark, 27 percent scored from 01 to 05.5
marks, and 50.7 percent scored from 06 to 10 marks, 17.7
percent scored from 11 to 15 and only 0.7 percent scored
18 marks out of allotted 20 marks. The general performance
in this question is average.

Most of the candidates who performed well in this question,
they managed to answer the entire question from part (a)
only by mentioning some targets of studying literature and
its basic elements as well as providing the definition of
literature according to different periods of Arab literature.
This indicates that, the candidates had enough knowledge on
part (a). Extract 6.1 and 6.2 show sample of fair response.

Extract 6.1
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Extract 6.1 represents a sample of fairly done candidate’s
responses. The candidate managed to mention some targets of
studying literature and its basic elements as well as providing the
definition of literature according to different periods of Arab

literature.

Extract 6.2

Ly

;-me: »-5 &\m\\qﬁm«ﬂ,\;&.\ h;\ﬂj/
[

x/-a‘u e \AM. \._nk,uw

{N\;:Jl e M} 22N /3

) /$\ AM» )\n—’b\*)—’ \)\.uo "1‘° /ZT”

k/‘_/
o) (g ru\ \_JZ) A2 ’L./«».-&.)ﬁ

[ Ry A

W

Extract 6.2 shows a sample of fair response in part (b). The
candidate managed to answer three questions correctly out of five

questions in this part.
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However, some of the candidates performed poorly in this
question because they provided incorrect answers. Some of
them ignored or provided irrelevant answers particularly the
fourth and fifth question in part (b). Others wrote their
answers which are not related to the demand of the question
due to lack of enough vocabulary. For instance, the item
which required the candidates to mention advantage of
literature, they wrote goals of literature. On other hand, most
of the candidates did not manage to answer item 5 correctly
which required the candidate to mention the name of a
person (Bashama) who took care of poet (zuher) before
rising as good poet. This indicates that, the candidates did
not have enough knowledge on history of Arab literature.
Extract 6.3 shows a sample of poor response.

Extract 6.3
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Extract 6.3 shows a sample of the candidate who gave irrelevant
responses to the question. In part (b), the candidates took some
words from the questions and made as his/her the answers for this
question.
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3.4 Section 4: Literature (Poetry and Prose)

This section had two questions which were question 7 and 8, the
candidates were asked to opt for only one question. Each question
carried twenty (20) marks.

341

Question 7

This question required the candidates to write an essay about
the concept obtained from a given poem.

The question was attempted by 47.5 percent of the
candidates, of which 31.0 percent scored 00 to 0.5 marks,
47.7 percent scored 01 to 05 marks, 15.6 percent scored 06
to10 marks, 5.3 percent scored 11 to 15 marks and only 0.4
percent scored 18 out of the 20 marks allocated to this
question.

Most of the candidates who performed poorly in this
question provided incorrect and inadequate explanation on
concept obtained from a given poem which took the message
that, mother or woman like a school because if you educate a
woman you will educate the whole society. Others did not
have ability to express and arrange their points. This proves
that, the candidates Jacked enough vocabulary to express
themselves. Extract 7.1 shows a sample of poor response.

Extract 7.1
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Extract 7.1 shows a sample of poor response of a candidate who
performed poorly. The candidate failed to provide the adequate
explanation about mother or woman like a school due to poor
language.
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However, few candidates performed well in this question.
These candidates managed to give the sufficient explanation
on the concept that, mother or woman like a school. They
also organized their points clearly and in a good flow. This
indicates that, the candidates had enough knowledge and
good command in Arabic Language. Extract 7.2 shows a
sample of good response.

Extract 7.2
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Extract 7.2 shows a sample of good response from one of the
candidate who organized histher points clearly and gave the
explanation logically about the concept obtained from a given
poem that mother or woman like a school.



3.4.2 Question 8

In question 8, there were two parts (a) and (b). In part (a), the
candidates were required to explain in depth the meaning of
the given poem. In part (b), the candidates were required to
explain in brief remark the teller in relation to the given
poem.

This question was attempted by 39.0 percent of the
candidates. The performance in this question was poor as
22.2 percent scored 00 to 0.5 marks, 51.9 percent scored 01
to 05.5 marks, 24.3 percent scored 06 tol( marks, 1.1
percent scored 11 to 12 marks and only 0.5 percent scored 18
out of the 20 marks allocated to this question.

The candidates, who performed poorly, were not able to
explain in depth the meaning of the given poem due to poor
command in Arabic Language. Most of them managed to
explain the name of the person who drafted that poem
“Abutwayyib.” This indicates that, the candidates lacked
enough vocabulary in Arabic Language. Extract 8.1 shows a
sample of poor response.

Extract 8.1

_ fbbh‘"\ 5%%15 ‘
s} Em)‘g(wﬂ_ﬂu& wbwl%
A e s T &bl wls o Ll pulid

;qu‘chl{o-D/"

c"a) Lﬁf;tll?ﬁJ;ALJlDL}-BLVbQJim‘&
,“/“Q..Jl hlg(')\,m.ﬂlh

—

\odllnd Ay Jm,\ el o llosal?
*b\,ﬁ*,\m ol it 0 Ll e

Extract 8.1 shows a sample of response of a candidate who failed
in this question. The candidate failed to explain in brief remark the
teller and relation of the given poem except his name
*Abutwayyib’ due to poor language in using Arabic Language.
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However, few candidates performed well in this question.
These candidates managed to explain in depth the meaning
of the given poem and made adequate explanation to express
in brief remarks teller in relation to the given poem as
required. This indicates that, the candidates had sufficient
knowledge and enough vocabulary in Arabic Language.
Extract 8.2 shows a sample of good response.

Extract 8.2
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Extract 8.2 shows a sample of good response from one of the
candidate who managed to interpret the poem and give in brief
remarks the teller in relation to the given poem correctly. The
points were also arranged logically.

Section 5: Literature (Response to Reading)

This section had two questions which were question 9 and 10. The
candidates were required to attempt only one question. Each
question carried twenty (20) marks.

3.5.1 Question 9

In question 9, the candidates were required to write a
summary on what happened when Ally Koja got back from
the journey and the lesson the society learnt from the story.

This question was attempted by 82.4 percent of the
candidates and their performance in this question was good
as 3.8 percent scored 0 mark, 8.5 percent scored (1 to 05.5
marks, 25.3 percent scored 06 to 10.5 marks, 48.6 percent
scored 11 to 15.5 marks, and only 13.8 percent scored 16 to
18 marks out of the 20 marks allocated to this question.

The candidates who performed well, had sufficient
knowledge and enough vocabulary to express themselves.
These candidates managed to explain the journey and the
lesson the society learnt from the story by arranging and
elaborating their points clearly. Extract 9.1 shows a sample
of good response.
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Extract 9.1
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Extract 9.1 shows a sample of response of a candidate who
managed to explain and arrange his/her points logically and
interpreted them clearly and correctly due to good command in
Arabic Language.
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3.5.1

However, there were some candidates who performed
poorly, they were not able to explain the journey and the
lesson the society learnt from the story. They also failed to
arrange and elaborate their points clearly. Other candidates
performed poorly because their explanations contained a lot
of grammatical errors and misspellings which led to
misconception on what was written. Some of them tried to
use even Swahili Language to explain their concept. This
indicates that, the candidates did not have sufficient
knowledge and enough vocabulary to express themselves.
Extract 9.2 shows a sample of poor response.
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Extract 9.2 shows a sample of poor response of a candidate who
failed in this question. The candidate decided to use Swahili
Language (kumleta) for expressing histher idea due to poor
language in Arabic Language.

Question 10

In this question, the candidates were asked to explain the
personality of shy link and how he used to treat people
financially and how the society judged him socially.
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This question was attempted by 12.6 percent of the
candidates and their performance in this question was
average as 4.9 percent scored 0 mark, 6.6 percent scored 4.5
to 5.5 marks, 62.3 percent scored 06 to 10 marks and only
26.2 percent scored 11 to 15 marks out of the 20 marks
allocated to this question.

The candidates who performed poorly, were not able to
explain the personality of shy link, how he used to treat
people financially and how the society judged him socially.
This indicates that, the candidates did not have enough
knowledge and good command in Arabic Language. Extract
10.1 shows a sample of poor response.

Extract 10.1
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Extract 10.1 shows a sample of poor response of a candidate who
failed in this question. The candidate did not manage to explain
the personality of shy link, how he used to treat people financially
and how the society judged him socially instead he was repeating
words® this story” (a8l s3) due to poor language in Arabic
Language.
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However, there were few candidates who performed fairly.
They managed to explain the personality of shy link, how he
used to treat people financially and how the society judged
him socially. However, their answers contained some
grammatical errors. Extract 10.2 shows a sample of a
candidate who performed fairly in this question.
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Extract 10.2 shows a sample of response of candidate who
managed to explain the personality of shy link and how he used to
treat people financially and how the society judged him socially.
The candidates’ points were logical and clear because he had a
good command in Arabic Language, although, there were some
grammatical mistakes like this sentence (lsi383 ¥ &f) which was
supposed to be (0588 ¥ 4.
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4.0

5.0

CONCLUSION

The general performance of the candidates in Arabic Language subject, in
the ACSEE 2014 was good because many candidates scored high marks.
Many candidates got good performance in comprehension, where 94.5
percent of them got the average of 30 marks or above, followed by
response to reading whereby 88.1 percent of candidates managed to get
average of 30 marks or above. The candidates performed averagely in
rhetoric, where only 46.25 percent were able to get the average of 30 marks
or above. This might be due to lack of sufficient knowledge on some topics
which were tested. The candidates have also shown weakness in poem,
where only 23.5 percent were able to score 30 marks or above. This poor
performance could be attributed to fack of enough vocabullary in  Arabic
Language. Appendix attached shows an analysis of the topics which were
well, average and poorly performed in Arabic Language.

It is our hope that this report will help teachers, students and other
stakeholders to improve the performance of future candidates.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to improve the prospective candidates' performance in this subject,
the following are recommended:

(a) Students should be encouraged to read widely to enable them to use
correct Arabic grammar and spelling. They also need to do more
exercise to enable them to express themselves fluently.

(b)  Students should have enough time to practice Arabic Language.
They should be given a lot of tasks to enable them to speak, read

and listen to various Arabic texts.

(©) Teachers should help the students on how to identify the specific
tasks of the question in order to give good and correct answer.

(d) Teachers should make sure that the syllabus is well covered and
each topic is well understood to the students.
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Appendix A’

The performance of the candidates in 125 Arabic Language Topic wise

SIN Topic Total The percentage of Remarks
number of candidates who
guestions scored 30 marks
and above

8. [Rhetoic | 2 | 46.25
| 9 |PoettyandProse | 2 | 285 | = Weak]
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