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FOREWORD

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) presents the Candidates’
Item Response Analysis (CIRA) for the Certificate of Secondary Education
Examination (CSEE), conducted in November 2025. This summative evaluation
report provides feedback to all educational stakeholders on the factors that affected
the candidates’ performance in the English Language subject.

The report highlights their performance on each question from the topics in which
they were tested. Analysis shows that the candidates with good performance on
different questions demonstrated competence and knowledge of different areas.
These areas include Listening and Understanding Simple Texts, Expressing Personal
and Group Routines, Writing Formal Letters, Expressing Opinions, Writing Using
Appropriate Language, Content and Style, Reading Information from Different
Sources, Asking for Services, Speaking Using Appropriate Language, Content and
Style, Expressing On-going Activities, Expressing Future Plans, Listening to
Various Simple Oral Texts, Expressing Oneself, Writing Cards and Messages, and
Interpreting Literary Works. However, some candidates did not perform well on
various questions due to a lack of competence and knowledge of different topics.
These candidates had difficulty understanding of the demands of the questions and
expressing themselves in English.

NECTA expects that all educational stakeholders will use the feedback and
recommendations provided in this report to improve teaching and learning, as well
as candidates’ performance in future examinations administered by the Council. The
Council also appreciates the support and contributions of various individuals to the
preparation of this report.

Prof. Said Ally Mohamed
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



1.0

INTRODUCTION

This Candidates’ Item Response Analysis (CIRA) presents candidates’
performance in the English Language subject in the Certificate of Secondary
Education Examination (CSEE), conducted in November 2025. The
examination was set for both school and private candidates, following the
2005 English Language syllabus and the 2022 English Language subject
examination format.

The analysis was done on each question and item. It indicates the requirement
of each question, the expected responses from the candidates and sample
responses from their scripts. The analysed questions were set from various
topics focusing on competencies such as Listening and Understanding Simple
Texts; Giving Descriptions; Writing Formal Letters; Expressing Opinions;
Writing Using Appropriate Language, Content and Style; Reading
Information from Different Sources; Speaking Using Appropriate Language;
Content and Style; Expressing On-going Activities; Expressing Future Plans;
Listening to Various Simple Oral Texts; Expressing Oneself; Writing Cards
and Messages; and Reading and Interpreting Literary Works.

Section A comprised Questions 1 and 2. Question 1 weighed 10 marks and
Question 2 weighed 6 marks, making a total of 16 marks. Section B comprised
Questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; each question carried nine (9) marks, making a
total of 54 marks. Section C consisted of Questions 9, 10 and 11. Each
question carried 15 marks, making a total of 30 marks. The candidates were
instructed to answer two (2) questions.

The number of candidates who sat for the English Language examination in
November 2025 was 555,442. Among them, 440,588 (79.48%) passed with
different grades. In contrast, 517,329 candidates sat for the examination in
2024. Among them, 393,064 (76.09%) passed with different grades, as Table
1 indicates.

Table 1: Candidates’ Pass Grades in the 2024 and 2025 English Language
CSEE

Year 2024 2025
Grades A B C D F A B C D F

Percent | 3.39 | 6.75 | 31.15 | 34.83 | 23.88 | 483 | 7.92 | 29.87 | 36.86 | 20.52
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Table 1 indicates that the performance in the English Language examination
in 2025 was better than in 2024 because it increased by 3.39 per cent.

The analysis was done based on the following three categories: First, the
candidates who performed well on different questions and the reasons that
contributed to their good performance; second, the candidates who scored
average marks and the reasons for their performance and lastly, the candidates
whose performance was weak and the reasons for their performance. Their
performance levels are categorised in Table 2.

Table 2: Performance Level in the English Language Subject

Range of marks Grade Remarks
75-100 A Excellent
65-74 B Very Good
45— 64 C Good
30-44 D Satisfactory
0-29 F Fail

Table 2 indicates that A is the highest performance grade in the English
Language subject and the lowest grade is F. However, performance levels are
categorised into five grades. The performance is presented statistically based
on three categories, namely Good, Average and Weak.

Good performance ranges from 65 to 100 per cent; it is represented by the
green colour. Average performance ranges from 30 to 64 per cent; it is
represented by the yellow colour. Weak performance ranges from 0 to 29 per
cent and it is represented by the red colour. The candidates’ performance on
each topic is summarised in the appendix.

ANALYSIS OF CANDIDATES’ RESPONSES TO EACH QUESTION

SECTION A: Multiple Choice and Matching Item Questions

This section comprised two (2) compulsory questions. Question 1 consisted
of ten (10) multiple-choice items, which carried ten (10) marks. Question 2
consisted of six (6) matching items, which carried six (6) marks, making a
total of 16 marks for both questions.



2.1.1 Question 1: Multiple-Choice Question

This question required the candidates to choose the most correct response
from the five given alternatives by writing its letter in the answer booklet
provided. The question tested their ability to use English in Listening to and
Understanding Simple Texts; Writing Cards and Messages; Dictionary Use;
Expressing Personal and Group Routine Habits; Expressing Likes and
Dislikes; Talking about Past Activities/Events; Expressing Opinions and
Feelings; Asking for Services and Expressing Oneself.

A total of 555,442 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
96,858 (17.44%) scored 7-10 marks, representing good performance;
276,524 (49.78%) scored 3—6 marks, representing average performance; and
182,060 (32.78%) scored 0—2 marks, representing weak performance. Among
those with weak performance, 29,740 (5.35%) scored 0. Their general
performance on this question was good, since 373,382 (67.22%) scored 3-10
marks. Their overall performance on the question is summarised in Figure 1.

100 1
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 1 49.78
50 -
40 A 32.78

30 |
20 - 17.44

O . T T
0.0-2.0 3.0-6.0 7.0-10.0
Scores

Percentage of Candidates

Figure 1: Candidates’ Performance on Question 1

Candidates with good performance on this question scored 7—10 marks. This
variation was determined by the correctness of their answers. Those who
scored 10 marks read and obtained the correct meaning from the given
alternatives. Hence, they correctly answered the questions in all items. These
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candidates had adequate knowledge of the topics in which they were assessed.
The majority of the candidates who scored average marks (3 to 6) had partial
knowledge about the topics; hence, they provided few correct responses.
Therefore, they failed to score full marks. Some candidates also scored 0-2
marks. These had inadequate knowledge of the subject matter. Some of them
left the items unanswered, while others guessed the answers. The following
part analyses their responses to items (i)—(x).

The following part analyses the candidates’ performance on items (i) to (x) of
Question 1.

Item (i) asked:

Your friend asks you to write his personal information at the back of his diary.
What is the suitable term for such information?

A References B Autobiography C Bibliography
D Abstract E  Biography

The item required the candidates to demonstrate their competence in writing
using appropriate language content and style; it tested candidates’
understanding of the application of creative writing in language.

The candidates who chose the correct alternative E, Biography, understood
that a biography refers to personal information or life details about a person,
usually written by someone else. They knew that writing someone’s personal
information (even briefly, like at the back of a diary) fits the idea of a
biographical note. They focused on whose life is being described (the friend,
written by another person).

However, some candidates selected incorrect options. Those who chose
option A reference were wrong. They confused reference lists with personal
information. References are sources consulted, not details about a person.
Those who chose option B, Autobiography, were wrong because the term
refers to a story of a person’s life written by that person. Their choice shows
partial understanding of the subject matter. The candidates who opted for C,
Bibliography, were also wrong since the term means a list of books or articles
about a particular subject or by a particular author. Their misconception might
be caused by vocabulary confusion, particularly due to the partial spelling
similarity between biography and bibliography. Likewise, those who selected
option D, Abstract, were wrong because an abstract is a summary of a research

4



work, not personal information. The term abstract refers to something that is
based on general ideas and not any particular real person, thing, or situation.

Item (ii) asked:

Which of the following is the correct expression?
I am as tall as him

I am as tall with him

I am as tall like him

| am tall as like him

| am tall as he

mooOw>

The item required the candidates to demonstrate their competence in using
conjunctions.

The correct answer was A, | am as tall as him. The candidates who chose this
alternative demonstrated their understanding of the correct use of correlative
conjunctions ...as....as..., which is normally used as a comparative structure
between two entities with similar quality. Candidates who chose option B, |
am as tall with him were wrong because they confused comparison and
association. The word with does not function in comparative expressions of
equality.

Those who opted for C, | am as tall like him were also wrong. The candidates
mixed the two structures within the same sentence where rules of grammar
do not allow them to co-occur in a single sentence. Moreover, the candidates
who chose option D, | am tall as like him, were wrong because they used two
conjunctions in the same position, which is grammatically wrong. The
candidates demonstrated a poor grasp of comparison patterns.

Similarly, those who selected alternative E, | am tall as he, were wrong since
the phrase was syntactically incorrect for two main reasons: first, it missed a
part of conjunction at the initial position of an adjective tall and second, the
pronoun he was placed at the wrong position of the phrase since it is
grammatically used as a pronoun of a subject and not a pronoun of an object
in the sentence or phrase. Accordingly, the sentence has an incomplete
comparative structure.



Item (iii) asked:

“I have been playing for five hours.” What would be the correct statement if
the event was completed at the moment of speaking?

I have playing for five hours

I had played for five hours

I played for five hours

| play for five hours

I plays for five hours

mooO m>

The item required the candidates to demonstrate their ability and competence
in applying correct tenses to communicate information accurately.

The correct answer was C, | played for five hours. Candidates who selected
this option correctly chose the simple past tense, which is used for actions that
started and finished in the past. They recognised that the time expression for
five hours can work with the simple past when the activity is over. The
candidates who chose item A, | have playing for five hours, were wrong
because the present perfect tense requires a past participle, not a present
participle. The item lacks verb agreement, where have corresponds with been
+ (verb+ing) or have + (verb +past participle).

Option B, | had played for five hours, was incorrect as it is the past perfect
tense. It is used when an action happened before another action in the past,
which is not mentioned here. Similarly, option D, I play for five hours, was
also incorrect because it is in the simple present tense. It suggests a habitual
or general action, not a completed one.

The candidates who chose item E, | plays for five hours, were also wrong
because the option has a subject-verb agreement error. The verb plays is used
with he/shefit, not 1. It also wrongly uses the simple present tense.

Item (iv) stated:

The cards expressing sympathy for the demise of somebody are referred to

Best wishes cards
Condolence cards
Invitation cards
Sadness cards
Ceremonial cards

Moo ®>



The item required the candidates to demonstrate their competence in
distinguishing various types of cards; it tested their understanding of various
contexts in which different types of cards can be used.

The candidates who opted for B, Condolence cards, were correct because they
knew the specific term used for expressing sympathy after someone’s death.
They understood that the word condolence directly refers to expressing
sorrow and sympathy for someone’s loss. They were familiar with the
common social and functional vocabulary used in such communication
settings.

The candidates who chose option A, best wishes cards, expressed their
misunderstanding of the emotional context. Best wishes cards are used for
happy occasions such as birthdays or celebrations. Similarly, those who opted
for C, invitation cards, expressed functional confusion. Invitations are meant
to request someone’s presence at an event, not to express sympathy. They are
commonly used when one wishes to summon people to celebrate at a certain
official or social occasion, such as a wedding, birthday, graduation and
inauguration.

Furthermore, candidates who chose option D, Sadness cards, were also wrong
because such cards are used when one wants to share unhappy information.

Lastly, candidates who chose option E, Ceremonial cards, were also wrong
since these cards are sent to call people for celebration on both formal and
traditional ceremonies. The term ceremonial cards is general and does not
specifically refer to sympathy for death.

Item (V) stated:

The following are the uses of the dictionary, except:
Identifying the usage of a given word
Knowing how a word is pronounced
Understanding the correct spelling of a word
Showing the number of words of a language
Understanding the meaning of the given word

mgooOw >

The item required candidates to demonstrate their competence in dictionary
use; it assessed their ability to identify the item which is not among the usage
of a dictionary.



The candidates who correctly answered this item opted for D, Showing the
number of words of a language. These candidates understood the primary
functions of a dictionary. They knew that dictionaries are used for showing
meaning, spelling, pronunciation and usage, but not for counting all the words
in a language. They identified the exception as required by the question. These
candidates demonstrated strong comprehension of reference tools and
understood the word except.

Candidates who opted for A, ldentifying the usage of a given word, were
incorrect. They overlooked the common dictionary features, as the option is
avalid use of a dictionary (e.g. parts of speech, example sentences). Similarly,
those who chose option B, Knowing how the word is pronounced, did not
know standard dictionary content. Dictionaries provide phonetic
transcriptions and sometimes audio pronunciation. This option reflects
correct dictionary usage.

Option C, Understanding the correct spelling of a word, was also incorrect
because it is one of the most basic purposes of a dictionary. Choosing this
option suggests weak familiarity with reference materials, indicating a
conceptual error.

Furthermore, candidates who chose option E, Understanding the meaning of
the given word, were also wrong because the option is a core function of the
dictionary. Hence, their selection of this option suggests that they guessed or
misread the question and failed to pay attention to the word except.

Item (vi) stated:

Fidelis likes neither fish nor beef. This statement implies that
Fidelis likes fish but dislikes beef

Fidelis likes both beef and fish

Fidelis dislikes fish but likes beef

Fidelis dislikes beef but likes fish

Fidelis dislikes both fish and beef

mogooOw >

The item required candidates to demonstrate their understanding of the
general knowledge of likes and dislikes in relation to correlative conjunctions
as applied in the clause Fidelis likes neither fish nor beef, whereby
neither...nor is used to show that neither of the two options is preferable. The



item tested the candidates’ competence in expressing their preferences in their
social life by using likes and dislikes.

The correct answer was E, Fidelis dislikes both fish and beef. The candidates
who selected this correct item demonstrated a good understanding of logical
meaning in English structures and negative constructions. They correctly
interpreted the correlative conjunction neither ... nor. They also knew that
neither ... nor expresses two negative choices at the same time. They
translated the sentence accurately into its implied meaning.

Candidates who opted for A, Fidelis likes fish but dislikes beef, misinterpreted
correlative conjunctions since the option reverses the meaning of neither ...
nor. It treats neither as if it applies to only one option. Option B, Fidelis likes
both beef and fish, was incorrect since this option expresses a logical reversal
of the intended meaning. It shows a complete misunderstanding of the
structure because both...and... is a correlative conjunction indicating that
Fidelis likes both options (beef and fish), which contrasts with the conjunction
neither.... nor.

Candidates who opted for item C, Fidelis dislikes fish but likes beef, expressed
a partial understanding of the concept, as the structure clearly excludes both
items. The option assigns mixed preferences, which contradict neither ... nor.
Option D, Fidelis dislikes beef but likes fish, was incorrect for the same reason
that the conjunction but contrasts the two options; that is, beef is not preferred
by Fidelis. This splits the meaning instead of applying it to both items.

Item (vii) stated:

In the sentence “He is always shouting at his wife.” The action of shouting
takes place:

Now and then

Only at the time of speaking

Over a longer period of time

In a near future

In a near past

mgooOw >

This item required the candidates to demonstrate competence and ability in
the use of tenses when expressing habitual actions.



The correct answer was A, Now and then. The candidates who chose this
answer were knowledgeable about the use of the present continuous tense.
They understood that the action is done habitually, as proved by the presence
of an adverb of frequency (always) and the present continuous verbs (is and
shouting). They interpreted the sentence as describing a long-term pattern of
behaviour, not a single event.

Candidates who chose item B, Only at the time of speaking, were wrong since
the phrase refers only to the current moment; therefore, candidates revealed
their incompetence when they did not comprehend the role played by the
adverb always in the phrase. This reflects a narrow view of the present
continuous. In this sentence, the tense is used for repeated behaviour, not just
an action happening right now. Similarly, candidates who opted for item C,
Over a long period of time, were also wrong since the option signifies that the
action ended after happening for a long period of time.

Option D, In a near future, was also incorrect since there is no future marker
in the sentence. Present continuous can indicate future time, but only with a
clear future context. Likewise, the candidates who chose option E, In a near
past, were wrong because the item expressed tense confusion. The sentence
is clearly in the present tense, not the past.

Item (viii) asked:

The following sentences express future plans except:
The president is addressing the nation tonight

| am going to drive to work today

They read both documents

I will be at work on that time

I might visit Serengeti if it does not rain heavily

mooO o>

The item required candidates to demonstrate their understanding of
expressing future plans; the provided item tested the candidates’ knowledge
and ability to identify the expression which does not talk about future plans.

Candidates who opted for the correct answer C, They read both documents,
had a clear understanding of verb tense and the instruction word except. They
recognised that the answer is in the simple past tense. The sentence refers to
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a completed action, not a future plan. They correctly identified it as the
exception among sentences expressing future meaning.

Option A, The president is addressing the nation tonight was incorrect. This
option uses the present continuous with a future time marker (tonight). The
option correctly expresses a planned future event, which is contrary to the
requirement of the question due to the word except. The candidates who chose
option B, I am going to drive to work today, were wrong because they
misunderstood future constructions. The option uses the “going to” future,
indicating a prior plan or intention. Moreover, candidates who opted for D, |
will be at work on that time, were wrong because the item refers to the future.
The presence of the auxiliary verb will + be shows that the action is going to
happen later.

Similarly, candidates who opted for E, | might visit Serengeti if it does not
rain heavily, were also wrong because of the modal auxiliary verb might,
which shows a possibility of something happening in the near future if a
certain condition is fulfilled.

Item (ix) asked:

When the school closes, Zuhura will visit her paternal uncle who lives at
Ikwiriri. What does the term ‘paternal uncle’ mean?

A Her aunt’s husband

B Her father’s brother

C  Her uncle from aunt’s father

D Her mother’s brother

E  Her uncle from aunt’s mother

The item required the candidates to demonstrate their knowledge of family
relationships; it tested their understanding of the position of individual
members of the family in relation to their blood ties and what they call one
another according to their age and sex in the family.

The candidates who opted for the correct answer B, Her father’s brother,
demonstrated strong vocabulary knowledge, especially of family and kinship
terms. They understood the meaning of the term paternal, which relates to the
father’s side of the family. They correctly identified a paternal uncle as the
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brother of one’s father and distinguished between paternal (father’s side) and
maternal (mother’s side).

The candidates who opted for A, Her aunt’s husband, had a partial
understanding of family relationships. The option describes an uncle by
marriage, where it ignores the keyword paternal Aunt’s husband could be
anyone who marries someone’s aunt, but not connected to a father’s side.
Candidates who opted for C, Her uncle from aunt’s father, was wrong
because the item presented a conceptual confusion about family lineage
terms.

Option D, Her mother ’s brother, confused paternal and maternal. This option
is a maternal uncle, not a paternal one. The candidates who opted for E, Her
uncle from aunt’s mother, demonstrated guessing/misunderstanding kinship
terms. This option is also ill-defined and does not correctly describe a family
relationship.

Item (x) asked:

When you write an official letter, you do not write the name of the writer in
the writer’s address. Why is it so?

A Itnormally appears at the bottom

B Itis not part of official information

C ltisnot part of the letter

D It confuses the addressee

E Itistoo long to fit in the address

The item required candidates to demonstrate their knowledge of the given
expressions, particularly in writing official letters. In particular, the item
tested their knowledge of the conventions and layout of formal letters.

The correct answer was A, It normally appears at the bottom. Candidates who
answered this item correctly demonstrated good familiarity with formal
writing layout and conventions. They understood the standard format of an
official (formal) letter; for instance, they knew that the writer’s name is placed
after the signature at the bottom, not in the writer’s address. They applied
knowledge of letter-writing conventions, not relying on personal opinion.

The candidates who opted for B, It is not part of official information, were

wrong due to a misunderstanding of formal letter-writing conventions. The
12
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writer’s name is official information; however, it is positioned at the bottom
of the letter rather than in the writer’s address.

Candidates who opted for C, It is not part of the letter, were wrong because
of their conceptual misunderstanding. In contrast, the writer’s name is an
essential part of an official letter.

Option D, It confuses the addressee, was also incorrect since there is no
confusion caused. This option shows that these candidates relied on guessing
rather than knowledge to answer the question. Moreover, the candidates who
opted for E, It is too long to fit in the address, were also wrong as they lacked
logical reasoning. Length has nothing to do with letter format. Likewise, their
answer signals that they guessed.

Question 2: Matching Items

This question had six (6) expression items in List A and eight (8)
corresponding alternatives in List B. The question required the candidates to
match the expressions involving auxiliary verbs given in List A against their
corresponding functions stated in List B by writing the letter of the correct
response beside the item number in the answer booklet provided. The question
tested the candidates’ knowledge of and competence in and speaking using
appropriate language content and style, precisely concentrating on the
expressions of auxiliary verbs.

The matching items were as follows:

LIST A LISTB

(i) May I go out? Express determination
(i) Can he play football? Express option

(ilf) He might be right. Express obligations
(iv) 1 can solve the problem. Ask for permission

(v) You must stay here. Express movement
(vi) 1 will die for my country. Show option

Express uncertainty
Express ability

IO MM MO wW>

A total of 555,442 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
93,550 (16.84%) scored 4-6 marks, representing good performance; 296,112
(53.31%) scored 2—3 marks, representing average performance; and 165,780
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(29.85%) scored 0-1 mark, representing weak performance. Among those
with weak performance, 49164 (8.85%) scored 0. Their general performance
on this question was good, since 389,662 (70.15%) scored 2—6 marks. Their
overall performance on the question is summarised in Figure 2.
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S 60 53.31
kS
% 40 - 29.85
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% 20 _J
: B
& 0 - : .
0.0-1.0 2.0-3.0 40-6.0
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Figure 2: Candidates’ Performance on Question 2

Candidates who correctly matched the items demonstrated a good
understanding of the functions of modal verbs in context. They distinguished
between permission (may), ability (can), obligation (must), uncertainty
(might) and determination (will). These candidates focused on the intended
meaning of each sentence rather than the verb form alone, indicating solid
grammatical awareness and good interpretive skills.

For instance, Item (i), May | go out?, was correctly matched with D ask for
permission. These candidates identified “may” as a polite modal verb used to
request permission, especially in formal contexts.

In contrast, the candidates who wrongly matched item (i) with A, B, C, E, F,
G and H lacked adequate knowledge of the appropriate context and style of
using auxiliary verbs to make a request or seek permission. The incorrect
items opted have different meanings: Item A, Express determination, refers
to the quality that makes someone continue trying to do something even when
it seems difficult. Item B, Express option. means having the freedom to
choose something because of having different alternatives. Item C, Express
obligations; meaning a state where someone is forced out of their will to do
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something whether is pleased with it or not; there is no room for a personal
choice. Item E, Express movement, refers to an act of making a motion of a
body from one place to another for personal reasons. Moreover, Item F, show
option, means to reveal alternatives before someone with their own freedom
to decide what they can do as their preference. Item G, Express uncertainty
means to have doubt that may result in hesitation by someone over an action
or decision. Furthermore, Item H, Express ability, refers to a level of skill or
intelligence someone has to undertake a certain course of action or decision.

Item (ii): Can he play football? was correctly matched with the corresponding
alternatives D (Ask for permission) and H (Express ability). The candidates
who matched this item correctly understood how auxiliary verbs are used
appropriately to obtain information and, at the same time, to seek permission
depending on the context and style of communication. This response shows
their awareness of language use beyond literal meaning.

Conversely, candidates who incorrectly matched the item with alternatives A,
B, C, E, F and G showed inadequate knowledge of the appropriate context
and style for using auxiliary verbs. They did not know how to use modal verbs
in requesting information or seeking permission.

Item (iii), He might be right, was correctly matched with G (Express
uncertainty). Candidates who chose this alternative demonstrated a sound
understanding of language use, recognising that the auxiliary verb might
expresses doubt or uncertainty about something that may be right or wrong.

Conversely, the candidates who selected alternatives A, B, C, D, E, F and H
showed inadequate competence in using appropriate language content and
style. They failed to identify the correct context in which might is used to
convey uncertainty.

Item (iv), I can solve the problem, was correctly matched with H (Express
ability). Those who chose this alternative demonstrated adequate
understanding of the auxiliary verb can as an expression of ability or
capability. Their responses reflected a correct interpretation of language use
in expressing competence.

On the other hand, candidates who matched the item with alternatives A, B,
C, D, E, F and G demonstrated insufficient knowledge of the functional use
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of auxiliary verbs. They failed to distinguish between ability and other
meanings, such as permission or option, indicating weakness in using
language contextually.

Item (v), You must stay here, was correctly matched with C (Express
obligations). The candidates who correctly matched these entries understood
that the auxiliary verb must can be used to express strong obligation or
necessity. This answer demonstrated the candidates’ proper knowledge of
appropriate language content and style in expressing obligations.

The candidates who selected alternatives A, B, D, E, F, G and H did not
adequately understand the expressive force of the auxiliary verb must. Their
responses indicated confusion between obligation and other meanings, such
as determination or future intention.

Item (vi), I will die for my country, states the quality that makes someone
continue trying to do something even when it seems difficult. Furthermore, it
expresses one’s devotion and commitment to undertake an action without
being forced. The candidates who correctly matched the item with A, Express
determination, demonstrated adequate understanding that the auxiliary verb
will can express strong determination or firm resolve, not merely future time.
This showed awareness of expressive language use in spoken communication.

In contrast, the candidates who matched the item with alternatives B, C, D, E,
F, G and H failed to recognise the intended meaning of will in the given
context. Their responses suggest a limited understanding of how auxiliary
verbs convey attitude and determination. Extract 2.1 illustrates a sample
response by the candidates who matched all six items correctly and Extract
2.2 is illustrative of the incorrect responses.

O,l! LIST A IR IV ’ vV v
wr g (D|H| G| HTc | A

Extract 2.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 2

In Extract 2.1, the candidate had adequate knowledge of expressing auxiliary
verbs.
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Extract 2.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 2

In Extract 2.2, the candidate failed to match the items since he/she lacked
knowledge of expressing auxiliary verbs.

SECTION B: Short Answer Questions

This section comprised six (6) compulsory questions: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, each
weighing nine (9) marks, making a total of 54 marks in this section.

Question 3: Reading for Comprehension (Jumbled Sentences)

The question required the candidates to demonstrate comprehensive
competence in reading, comprehension and making a good organisation of
ideas from the given jumbled sentences by arranging them in a sequential
order to produce a logical and meaningful paragraph. This question tested
their ability to read and comprehend information from the given sentences.

The question stated:

Rearrange the following jumbled sentences to make a meaningful paragraph
by writing the corresponding letter in the answer booklet provided. Use the
following format for your answers

Sentence number 1 2 3 4 5 6
Letter

A Then, we were called to line up and allowed to start.

B  The day came and we all gathered for the event.

C My heart started beating after that information since it was my first
time.

D  Surprisingly, | was the first person to touch the finishing line.

E  While we were running, the spectators were shouting, but I did not hear
my name.

F  One day, my name was mentioned to participate in the international
marathon.
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A total of 555,405 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
355,876 (64.07%) scored 6-9 marks, representing good performance;
112,632 (20.28%) scored 3-5.5 marks, representing average performance;
and 86,897 (15.65%) scored 0-2.5 marks, representing weak performance.
Among those with weak performance, 27,231 (4.9%) scored 0. Their general
performance on this question was good, since 468,508 (84.35%) scored 3-9
marks. Their overall performance on the question is summarised in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Candidates’ Performance on Question 3

The candidates who arranged the sentences logically into a meaningful
paragraph proved to be proficient in reading comprehension, sequencing and
logical organisation.

These candidates demonstrated a good understanding of narrative flow. They
correctly recognised the sequence of events from introduction, preparation,
action, to conclusion. Hence, they managed to identify temporal and causal
relationships (e.g., being chosen — the event day — preparation — running
— finishing). Moreover, they had adequate knowledge of how to ensure
coherence and cohesion. As a consequence, they logically linked the ideas
into meaningful paragraphs.

In particular, they correctly arranged letter F, One day, my name was
mentioned to participate in the International Marathon, as the first sentence,
because of the introductory phrase one day... which initially stated the fact
that it was the beginning of a paragraph. Letter C, My heart started beating
after that information since it was my first time, was correctly arranged as the
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second sentence, because the sentence moves the story to the day of the
marathon.

Letter B, The day came and we all gathered for the event, was correctly
arranged as number 3 because the sentence shows the narrator’s reaction to
being selected. Letter A, Then, we were called to line up and allowed to start,
was correctly arranged as sentence number 4 because the phrase allowed to
start which alludes to the word event. This implies that the event in the 3™
sentence was the one referred to in the 4™ sentence. It also describes the
preparation before the race begins.

Letter E, While we were running, the spectators were shouting, but I did not
hear my name, was correctly arranged as number 5. The candidates connected
the information from the 3™ and 4™ sentences, recognising that the event
allowed to start was the running as revealed in letter E. This created a logical
flow of events. It also adds action and context during the race.

Letter D, Surprisingly, | was the first person to touch the finishing line, was
correctly arranged as number 6. The candidates knew that in marathon
running, the final point is technically called the finishing line. Hence, they
precisely arranged the sentence to be the final event as it concludes the
paragraph with the outcome, bringing a meaningful paragraph, as follows:

One day, my name was mentioned to participate in the international
marathon. My heart started beating after that information since it was my
first time. The day came and we all gathered for the event. Then, we were
called to line up and allowed to start. While we were running, the spectators
were shouting, but I did not hear my name. Surprisingly, | was the first person
to touch the finishing line. Extract 3.1 is worth considering.
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Extract 3.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 3

In Extract 3.1, the candidate correctly arranged the sentences logically,
demonstrating competence in reading comprehension and sequencing.
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2.2.2

Conversely, the candidates who failed to arrange the sentences correctly
demonstrated incompetence in reading for comprehension. They arranged
events out of their correct order; for instance, they mentioned the finishing
line before the start of the race. They did not consider temporal clues, such as
the day came or one day and ignored sequence signals. These candidates
focused on individual sentence meaning rather than the overall story structure,
producing incoherent paragraphs. Some candidates demonstrated poor
proficiency in the English language. As a consequence, most of them failed
to understand the requirements of the question. Extract 3.2 is illustrative.
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Extract 3.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 3

In Extract 3.2, the candidate failed to understand the requirements of the
question and wrote the given numbers in words.

Question 4: Writing Cards and Messages

The question required the candidates to study and complete the missing
information in the Birthday Invitation Card by choosing the correct item
among the given alternatives in the box and filling in the blank spaces (i)—(vi)
to make the card meaningful and complete. This question tested how the
candidates could apply their knowledge of writing cards and messages.

The question stated:

Study the invitation card provided and complete it by choosing the correct
answer from the given alternatives and write it beside the item number in the
answer booklet provided.

4:30 pm to 10:30, RSVP, Birthday party, Green Star Hall,
Rose, Wedding Ceremony, Mobile Number 0711000543
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BIRTHDAY INVITATION
The family of Mr and Mrs Majengo has a great pleasure to invite you Miss
(i) to the (ii) of
their beloved son, Paul. The event will be held at (iii)
starting from (iv) :
Your presence will be highly appreciated.

(v)
Mrs Majengo:(vi)

A total of 555,442 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
500,258 (90.07%) scored 6-9 marks, representing good performance; 45,668
(8.22%) scored 3-5.5 marks, representing average performance; and 9,479
(1.71%) scored 0-2.5 marks, representing weak performance. Among those
with weak performance, 2,351 (0.42%) scored 0. Their general performance
on this question was good, since 545,926 (98.29%) scored 3—9 marks. Figure
4 summarises their overall performance on this question.
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Figure 4: Candidates’ Performance on Question 4

The candidates who correctly answered this question demonstrated adequate
mastery of reading comprehension, attention to detail and appropriate
language use in real-life contexts. They were also knowledgeable about
formal invitation conventions, including the sequence of key information:
invitee’s name, type of event, venue, time, RSVP and contact details. These
candidates demonstrated the ability to select contextually appropriate
language for each blank. They are aware of practical communication needs,
such as including contact details for confirmation.
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In item (i), the candidates correctly filled in the name Rose as the first item in
the card; they demonstrated a good understanding of writing cards and
messages. They knew that the inviter’s name in the invitation card must be
followed by the invitee’s name and they used the knowledge to choose Rose
as the correct answer.

In item (ii), the candidates filled the blank space with the correct alternative
Birthday party. These candidates understood that the invitee’s name must be
followed by the type of event or the purpose of the invitation. They
demonstrated adequate mastery of writing cards and invitation messages.

In item (iii), the candidates filled in the blank space with the correct
alternative Green Star Hall, which was preceded by the clause the event will
be held at, mentioning the name of a place where the event would be held.
The use of the preposition at gave the candidates a clue to their selection of
the answer (Green Star Hall), among other given alternatives. On the
contrary, some candidates filled in the blank space with an incorrect
alternative.

In item iv, the candidates who filled the blank space with the correct
alternative 4:30 pm to 10:30 pm knew that the occasion must have a specific
time and the construction ‘starting from’ clearly indicated the time at which
the event would be held.

In item (v), the candidates who filled the blank space with the correct
alternative ‘RSVP’ were knowledgeable that, at the end of the invitation card,
there must be an instructional acronym RSVP, which shows contacts through
which the invitees could reply concerning the invitation acceptance, excuse
or rejection.

In item (vi), the candidates who filled the blank space with Mobile Number
0711000543 were correct because they knew that a proper invitation card
must have the inviter’s/host’s contact number. Accordingly, they managed to
choose an alternative Mobile Number 0711000543 and filled it in the specific
blank space. They demonstrated mastery and adequate knowledge of writing
cards and messages. Extract 4.1 is illustrative.
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Extract 4.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 4

In Extract 4.1, the candidate had an adequate knowledge of formal invitation
conventions, including the sequence of key information.

In contrast, some candidates with weak performance on this question faced
difficulties in sequencing information logically and in interpreting functional
text. Some of these candidates misplaced information; for example, they
wrote the name of the venue in the blank for the invitee’s name or swapped
the time with RSVP. Some candidates omitted essential information, such as
RSVP or the mobile number, showing a limited understanding of invitation
card conventions. Others chose contextually inappropriate alternatives,
demonstrating weak comprehension of formal writing. Moreover, some did
not understand the requirements of the question due to poor proficiency in the
English language; hence, they left the item unanswered. Extract 4.2 presents
such incorrect responses.
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Extract 4.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 4
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2.2.3

In Extract 4.2, the candidate had a poor understanding of formal invitation
conventions, including the sequence of key information.

Question 5: Giving Descriptions

This question required the candidates to construct nine meaningful,
grammatical sentences using the given vocabulary (Round, Black, Energetic,
Pretty, Tall, Attractive, Shapeless, Kind and New) to describe the quality of
objects or human beings. The question tested their ability to make meaningful
sentences using the given adjectives to describe the quality of objects or
human beings.

The question stated:

Construct nine grammatical and meaningful sentences that express the
quality of object/human beings using the vocabulary items in (i)—(ix).
(1) Round

(i) Black

(il1) Energetic

(iv) Pretty

(v) Tall

(vi) Attractive

(vii) Shapeless

(viii) Kind

(ix) New

A total of 555,442 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
167,064 (30.08%) scored 6-9 marks, representing good performance;
145,474 (26.19%) scored 3-5.5 marks, representing average performance;
and 242,867 (43.73%) scored 0-2.5 marks, representing weak performance.
Among those with weak performance, 129,032 (23.23%) scored 0. Their
general performance on this question was average, since 312,538 (56.27%)
scored 3-9 marks. Their overall performance on the question is summarised
in Figure 5.
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Figure 5: Candidates’ Performance on Question 5

The candidates who answered this question correctly demonstrated an
adequate mastery of vocabulary usage, basic grammar and sentence
construction skills. These candidates constructed nine complete and
grammatical sentences and used each vocabulary item appropriately to
describe the quality of an object or a human being.

Moreover, they showed a good understanding of adjectives and their function
in sentences and maintained proper sentence structure, including subject, verb
and correct word order.

In item (i), Round, the candidates who answered correctly constructed
grammatical and meaningful sentences using the word round to show an
object which has a circular shape or appearance. They knew that the adjective
used to describe nouns in a sentence.

In item (i), Black was correctly used to describe an object or human being
having a quality of a dark colour or having no light.

In item (iii), Energetic was used to describe a person, animal, or other creature
with a lot of energy.

In item (iv), Pretty was used to describe things, people and places that are
pleasant, attractive and impressive to look at or listen to.
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In item (v), Tall was used in a sentence to describe objects, animals, buildings
and human beings with greater than average height.

In item (vi), Attractive was used to describe things with features that make
them seem interesting and worth having, also pleasant to look at.

Item (vii), Shapeless was used to describe objects, things or humans without
definite shape or clear structure.

In item (viii), Kind was used to express people who are friendly, caring,
helpful and considerate towards others.

In item (ix), New was used to describe things that have not existed before,
recently made, invented or introduced. Extract 5.1 is illustrative of the correct
responses.
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Extract 5.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 5

In Extract 5.1, the candidate demonstrated a good grasp of vocabulary usage,
basic grammar and sentence construction skills.
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In contrast, the candidates with weak performance on this question failed to
construct grammatical and meaningful sentences. Some of these candidates
used the vocabulary items out of context or incorrectly (e.g., adjectives as
nouns). Some of them wrote phrases instead of full sentences and made
frequent grammatical errors that affected meaning. Other candidates repeated
the same vocabulary item or omitted some items, while others used the words
without clearly describing the quality, as shown in Extract 5.2.
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Extract 5.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 5

In Extract 5.2, the candidate lacked adequate knowledge of applying
vocabulary to construct meaningful sentences in context.

Question 6: Re-writing Sentences

The question required the candidates to rewrite the given incorrect sentences
into correct ones. It tested their grammatical competence in structuring correct
sentences in the English language.

The question stated:
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The following sentences are incorrect. Rewrite them correctly.

(1)  The students were playing soccer yesterday. Aren’t they.

(it)  Although the headmaster offered the trip to Ngorongoro but the student
refused to go.

(iii) You can see | am busy right now. Do not west my time.

(iv) I must go to the farm despite of the rain.

(v) That is the man which came here yesterday.

(vi) My friend is to weak too run 15 km.

(vii) My sister was singing while | danced.

(viit) We planned to travel on ship.

(ix) 1 usually sleep on bed.

A total of 555,442 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
75,103 (13.52%) scored 6-9 marks, representing good performance; 145,807
(26.25%) scored 3-5.5 marks, representing average performance; and
334,532 (60.23%) scored 0-2.5 marks, representing weak performance.
Among those with weak performance, 159,064 (28.64%) scored 0. Their
general performance on this question was average, since 220,910 (39.77%)
scored 3-9 marks. Their overall performance on the question is summarised
in Figure 6.
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Figure 6: Candidates’ Performance on Question 6
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The candidates who answered this question correctly demonstrated a strong
understanding of basic grammar rules, sentence structure and common
English usage errors.

In item (i), The students were playing soccer yesterday. Aren’t they, the
candidates applied the correct rules of tag questions. They understood that the
question tag was incorrect in the given sentence because the independent
clause was in the past tense but the question tag was in the present tense and
it did not have a question mark. Hence, they rewrote the sentence correctly as
The students were playing soccer yesterday. Weren't they?

In item (ii), Although the headmaster offered the trip to Ngorongoro but the
student refused to go, the students who correctly addressed it managed to
distinguish between paired conjunctions and avoid double connectors. They
knew that the conjunction although does not coexist with the conjunction but
in the same clause; as a result, they substituted the word but with a comma (,)
to correct it. That is, Although the headmaster offered the trip to Ngorongoro,
the students refused to go. Furthermore, some of these candidates knew that
the conjunction although could be omitted in the sentence, leaving a single
conjunction but and attaining the correctness of the sentence. That is, The
headmaster offered the trip to Ngorongoro, but the student refused to go.

In item (iii), the candidates corrected the sentence You can see | am busy right
now. Do not west my time, as You can see | am busy right now. Do not waste
my time. The candidates were competent enough to discover that the sentence
was incorrect because the word west needed to be replaced with waste. They
understood that the word west refers to a direction, while waste means using
something carelessly or unnecessarily so that it is lost or depleted. They
demonstrated their competence and adequate mastery of the differences
between the two words with similar pronunciation.

In item (iv), the candidates re-wrote the sentence | must go to the farm despite
of the rain, correctly as | must go to the farm despite the rain. The candidates
demonstrated adequate knowledge of using the conjunction despite; that is, it
is not followed by the preposition of. Hence, they deleted the proposition of
and rewrote the sentence correctly.

In item (v), candidates who rewrote the sentence That is the man which came
here yesterday correctly demonstrated their sufficient knowledge of using
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relative pronouns. They noticed that the relative pronoun which was used
inappropriately to refer to a human being. Therefore, they replaced it with the
appropriate pronoun who, which was needed to refer to the main in the given
construction. They rewrote the sentence correctly as That is the man who
came here yesterday.

In item (vi), the sentence My friend is to weak too run 15 km was correctly
rewritten as My friend is too weak to run 15 km. The candidates knew that the
words to and too were wrongly used in the sentence. They demonstrated their
competence in using these elements by rewriting the sentence correctly.

In item (vii), the candidates who correctly rewrote the sentence My sister was
singing while | danced, understood that the sentence was in the past
continuous tense, expressing two different actions which were ongoing at the
same time by two different people. The candidates corrected the part of the
sentence that expressed the simple past | danced and re-wrote the sentence
correctly as My sister was singing while I was dancing. These candidates
demonstrated adequate mastery of the past tense by using them consistently.

In item (viii), the candidates who correctly rewrote the sentence We planned
to travel on ship as We planned to travel by ship had an adequate knowledge
of using the preposition in the English language. In particular, the candidates
substituted on with by in the given sentence. These candidates knew that the
preposition on is used to show a position covering, touching or forming part
of a surface and the preposition by is used to show a means or manner through
which a certain object is moved from one place to another.

In item (ix), candidates were required to correct the sentence | usually sleep
on bed. Those who answered correctly demonstrated an understanding of the
appropriate use of prepositions in English. The original sentence was
incorrect because the preposition on is not used with bed in the given context.
In English, sleep in bed describes being within the space of the bed for the
purpose of sleeping. Therefore, candidates correctly replaced on with in and
rewrote the sentence as | usually sleep in bed. Extract 6.1 shows an example
of correct responses provided by the candidates.
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Extract 6.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 6

In Extract 6.1, the candidate demonstrated a strong understanding of basic
grammar rules, sentence structure and common English usage errors.

In contrast, candidates who answered this question incorrectly failed to
understand the basic grammar rules, sentence structure and common English
usage errors. Some of them had poor proficiency in the English language, so
they did not understand the requirements of the question. Some of them wrote
the given sentences as answers without correcting the errors in the sentences.
Other candidates rewrote the sentences inappropriately and others skipped the
question. Extract 6.2 is an example from one of these candidates.
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Extract 6.2: A Sample of Candidate’s Incorrect Responses to Question 6

In Extract 6.2, the candidate demonstrated poor understanding of basic
grammar rules, sentence structure and common English usage errors.
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2.2.5 Question 7: Writing Using Appropriate Language, Content and Style

This question required the candidates to construct one meaningful and
grammatical sentence for each of the given structures. The question assessed
their ability to demonstrate competence in using structural patterns to
construct meaningful and grammatical sentences.

The question asked:

Construct one meaningful, grammatical sentence for each of the following
structures.

(i) both ... and

(it)  neither ... nor

(iii) either ... or

(iv) notonly ... but also

(v) prefer ... to
(vi) whether ... or

A total of 555,442 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
170,563 (30.71%) scored 6-9 marks, representing good performance;
151,196 (27.22%) scored 3-5.5 marks, representing average performance;
and 233,683 (42.07%) scored 0-2.5 marks, representing weak performance.
Among those with weak performance, 136,225 (24.53%) scored 0. Their
general performance on this question was average, since 321,759 (57.93%)
scored 3-9 marks. Their overall performance on the question is summarised
in Figure 7.
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Figure 7: Candidates’ Performance on Question 7
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The candidates with good performance on the question had adequate skills in
observing correct sentence structure, using coordinating and correlative
conjunctions and ensuring grammatical accuracy in written English.

Item (i) required the candidates to construct meaningful sentences using the
structure both...and. The candidates who constructed correct sentences in this
item were knowledgeable about the proper use of the correlative conjunction
both...and. They knew that the conjunction both...and is used to join two
equal ideas (words, phrases or clauses), signalling proper parallelism in this
paired structure.

In item (ii), the candidates were required to construct meaningful sentences
using the structure Neither.... nor. The candidates who constructed correct
sentences using this structure understood that the conjunction reither...nor is
used to express negation of two items, ideas or actions. The candidates knew
that one can use the conjunction to reject or disagree and they applied correct
verb agreement.

Item (iii) required the candidates to construct meaningful sentences using the
structure FEither...or. The candidates who managed to construct correct
sentences understood that the conjunction is used to express two options in a
sentence in which only one of them is possible. These candidates
demonstrated the ability to express two choices based on their preference.

In item (iv), the candidates were required to construct meaningful sentences
using the structure Not only... but also. Those who managed to construct
correct sentences using the conjunction Not only..but also were
knowledgeable that the conjunction is used to add extra information and to
emphasise that two qualities, actions, or ideas are true, with the second one
often being more important or surprising.

In item(v), the candidates were required to construct meaningful sentences
using the structure Prefer...to. Those who correctly used this structure
demonstrated adequate knowledge that prefer... to shows comparative
preferences by someone over two given choices or items. Therefore, it shows
choice or liking, meaning that one thing is liked more than another.

Item (vi) required the candidates to construct meaningful sentences using the
structure Whether... or. Those who constructed grammatically correct and
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meaningful sentences understood that the correlative conjunction whether ...
or is used to express doubt, choice, or uncertainty between two alternatives.
It is common in indirect questions and statements. Extract 7.1 illustrates the
correct responses.
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Extract 7.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 7

In Extract 7.1, the candidate demonstrated a good command of sentence
structure, coordinating and correlative conjunctions and overall grammatical
accuracy in written English.

In contrast, candidates with poor performance on this question lacked
adequate knowledge of sentence structure, coordinating and correlating
conjunctions and poor grammatical accuracy. Some of these candidates failed
to maintain parallel grammatical forms and others used incorrect verb
agreement, especially with neither...nor. Moreover, some candidates wrote
fragments instead of complete sentences and others skipped the questions,
signaling their poor proficiency in the English language. These candidates
did not understand the requirements of the question, as illustrated in Extract
7.2.
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Extract 7.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 7

In Extract 7.2, the candidate demonstrated a poor command of sentence
structure, coordinating and correlative conjunctions and overall grammatical
accuracy in written English.

2.2.6 Question 8: Speaking Using Appropriate Language, Content and Style

The question required the candidates to fill in the blanks with the correct
forms of either say or tell to make the given sentences meaningful. The
question tested their competence in communicating information using
appropriate language.

The question stated:

Fill in the blanks with either say or tell to complete the following sentences.

@i Al goodbye to me and left.

(if) Please us about your holiday. Did you have a nice time?
(iii) Don't just stand there! something.

(iv) Please everyone about our journey.

(v) Fatuma me that he was fed up with his job.

(vi) Never it again! They will chase you away.

(vii) Don't anybody what you have seen.

(viii) Did she you what happened.

(ixX) My sister couldn’t help me. She me to ask Janeth.
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A total of 555,442 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
487,384 (87.75%) scored 6-9 marks, representing good performance; 63,477
(11.43%) scored 3-5.5 marks, representing average performance; and 4,581
(0.82%) scored 0—2.5 marks, representing weak performance. Among those
with weak performance, 1,378 (0.25%) scored 0. Their general performance
on this question was good, since 550,861 (99.18%) scored 3-9 marks. Their
overall performance on the question is summarised in Figure 8.
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Figure 8: Candidates’ Performance on Question 8

The candidates who answered the question correctly had a good command of
verb—object relationships, vocabulary usage and sentence completion skills.
They also demonstrated a good understanding of reported speech structures.
These candidates distinguished between say and tell based on the presence or
absence of an object. They could correctly use tell usually with an object and
say when no indirect object is mentioned, for example, say goodbye and say
something.

Moreover, they correctly used tell when followed by a person or pronoun, for
example tell me, tell us and tell everybody. They managed to apply the correct
tense forms (said, told) and identify common expressions and fixed
collocations. For example, say goodbye, tell the truth and tell someone to do
something. Extract 8.1 is worth considering.
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Extract 8.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 8

In Extract 8.1, the candidate demonstrated a good command of verb—object
relationships, vocabulary usage and sentence completion skills.

Conversely, candidates with poor performance on this question faced
difficulty in identifying when object are needed, recognising fixed
expressions and using the correct tense. These candidates did not know that
tell usually requires an object (someone to be told something), while say does
not. Some of these candidates use the base form of verbs instead of the past
tense and others overlooked the sentence structures, hence provided the
wrong answers, as shown in Extract 8.2.
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Extract 8.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 8

Extract 8.2 indicates that the candidate lacked sufficient understanding of
verb—object relationships, accurate vocabulary usage and principles of
sentence completion in written English.

SECTION C: ESSAY QUESTIONS

This section consisted of three (3) questions: 9, 10 and 11. The candidates
were instructed to answer two (2) questions in this section. Each question was
worth 15 marks, making a total of 30 marks.

Question 9: Reading and Interpreting Poems

The question required the candidates to distinguish between the language
used in poems and that of normal conversation. They were expected to
describe poetic devices or figurative language commonly found in poems and
explain how their implied meanings differ from their ordinary, literal
meanings.

39



The question stated:

The language of poems is quite different from the language of normal
conversation. Verify this statement using two poems you have read in this
section. Give three points from each poem.

A total of 270,489 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
47,453 (17.54%) scored 10-15 marks, representing good performance;
67,300 (24.88%) scored 4.5-9.5 marks, representing average performance;
and 155,736 (57.58%) scored 0—4 marks, representing weak performance.
Among those with weak performance, 102,463 (37.88%) scored 0. Their
general performance on this question was average, since 114,753 (42.42%)
scored 4.5-15 marks. Their overall performance on the question is
summarised in Figure 9.
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Figure 9: Candidates’ Performance on Question 9

The candidates with good performance on this question demonstrated their
knowledge of the differences between the language used in poems and the
language used in normal conversation by using different figures of speech as
used in different poems. They had a clear understanding of poetic language.
They explained how poems use figurative language such as similes,
metaphors, symbolism and imagery, which is different from the direct
language used in everyday conversation.

Similarly, they used relevant textual references. These candidates correctly
cited examples of repetition, rhyme, personification, or unusual word order to
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support their points. These candidates had well-organised responses. Their
answers were logically arranged, clearly separating points from Poem One
and Poem Two, with each poem having three distinct and explained points.
In their introduction parts, the candidates wrote the meanings of key words,
including poem and language. Then, they introduced two poems of their
choice, studied under this section. In the main body, the candidates provided
a total of six points, three from each poem, as follows:

The poet has used irony to show recognition of reality different from
appearance example the title “Building the nation” is ironic since the poem
talks of irresponsible leaders like the Ps. Also, the Ps calls his driver a friend,
while in real sense he does not care about him. The poet has used sarcasm as
a figure of speech that uses a bitter word to inflict pain. The poet portrays the
PS’s luxurious menu to inflict pain to those leaders who misuse public money.
Sarcasm in this poem has been used to criticise leaders who pretend to be
working for the nation while doing nothing productive. They sell lunch
meeting. The poet has also used symbolism, as a figure of speech that use
words that stand for something else. In the poem, stomach ulcers symbolise
poverty, classes, injustice, or a warning that something is wrong in the nation.
For example, the driver suffers from stomach ulcers because he cannot afford
to buy food. Moreover, the poet has used hyperbole, a figure of speech that
shows the exaggeration of facts. For example, the menu that the PS ate has
been exaggerated to show a high rate of extravagance.

In addition, the poet has used alliteration, which refers to the repetition of
similar consonant sounds at the beginning of a word or a stressed syllable, as
the persona says: | attended to the matters of the state, highly delicate
diplomatic duties you know. The sound /d/ in the word delicate, diplomatic
and duties has been repeated for rhythmical/musical purposes. Likewise, the
poet has used rhyme schemes; the rhyme scheme of the poem selected is
irregular because there is no repetition of identical sound at the end of a line.
Furthermore, the poet has also used barbarism, as a figure of speech that
borrows words from another language, for instance, “Mwananchi” is a
Swahili word which means citizen. Also, the poet has used an acronym as a
figure of speech to shorten word forms such as Ps for Permanent Secretary.

Moreover, the candidate who used the poem “Hollow Heads” by Jwani

Mwaikusa, showed the figure of speech used by the poet in the poem, such as

the use of repetition to show the emphatic role. Words such as torture,
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emptiness and they fight have been used more than once to show emphasis.
The persona is urging people to fight because they are tortured. Also, the poet
employed the use of synecdoche, which refers to a figure of speech in which
a part of something is mentioned to represent the whole thing. Example,
“hollow heads torture me”. To mean uneducated leaders are burden and
trouble to the citizens. Furthermore, the poet has also used irony as the
persona calls his enemies friends. As it is seen in the third stanza, he says,
“All right, my friends, it’s a battle and I will fight it.” This aims to reveal the
persona’s mental and emotional suffering as a result of being surrounded by
illiterate leaders.

Additionally, candidates who used the poem “The Awful Dentist” by Jwani
Mwaikusa showed the figurative devices used by the poet. For example, the
poet employs hyperbole to exaggerate events for emphasis. The description
of the dentist pulling out not only decaying teeth but also strong ones from
the jaw of their mouth, making heaps of useless teeth. The statement is
exaggerated to emphasize selfishness and irresponsibility of the leaders.
Additionally, the poet uses quotation marks, for example, “our teeth shall all
be right!” to reflect the illusion the people had when the dentist graduated.
Also, the poet has used parallelism, which refers to sentences with the same
structure. It is used to show a rhythmic pattern. For instance, the persona says:
“and he started to work, prompt and immediate... and he started working on
their jaws”. In addition, the poet has also employed repetition, which refers
to the act of using the same word, phrase or sentence with the specific reason
either to show emphasis or to warn. They used the repeated phrase “heaps and
heaps of teeth” to emphasise the massive scale of destruction caused by the
dentist, as Extract 9.1 illustrates.
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Extract 9.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 9

In Extract 9.1, the candidate demonstrated a clear understanding of poetic
language.

Conversely, candidates with poor performance on this question failed to use
poems from the section. Some of these candidates mentioned poems that were
not studied; others referred to poetry in general without referring to specific
poems, which did not meet the demands of the question. In addition, some of
them gave fewer or unclear points. These candidates failed to give three clear
points from each poem, or they repeated the same idea in different words,
showing limited understanding.

Moreover, some candidates confused poetry with prose or conversation.
These candidates described the themes or story of the poems instead of
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focusing on language differences, while others used examples from normal
conversation rather than poetic language.

Furthermore, other candidates poorly explained their points. A number of
responses merely listed poetic devices without explaining how they make
poetic language different from everyday speech. Extract 9.2 shows an

incorrect response to the question.
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Extract 9.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 9

In Extract 9.2, the candidate demonstrated an inadequate understanding of
poetic language.
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2.3.2 Question 10: Reading and Interpreting Plays

The question required the candidates to demonstrate the truth that Africans
are conscious with liberated minds by referring to any two plays of their
choice read under this question and give three points from each play. This
question tested their ability to identify and discuss characters portrayed by the
playwrights as being aware of various aspects of their lives.

Question 10 asked:

The African society is gifted with highly conscious people with liberated
minds. Show the truth of this statement with reference to two plays you have
read in this section. Give three points from each play.

A total of 431,049 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
53,034 (12.30%) scored 10-15 marks, representing good performance;
94,214 (21.86%) scored 4.5-9.5 marks, representing average performance;
and 283,801 (65.84%) scored 0—4 marks, representing weak performance.
Among those with weak performance, 112,276 (26.05%) scored 0. Their
general performance on this question was average, since 147,248 (34.16%)
scored 4.5-15 marks. Their overall performance on the question is
summarised in Figure 10.
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Figure 10: Candidates’ Performance on Question 10.
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Candidates who answered this question correctly demonstrated that African
society has conscious and liberated minds by making relevant references to
two plays studied in the section and giving three well-explained points from
each play. Their answers signalled that these candidates had a clear
understanding of the plays. Accordingly, they correctly explained how
African characters question injustice, challenge oppression and make
independent decisions instead of blindly following tradition or authority.

Similarly, the candidates had relevant examples of liberated thinking because
from each play, they gave examples of characters standing up against
colonialism, dictatorship, or unfair leadership; women or young people
challenging restrictive traditions; and communities uniting to fight
exploitation or corruption.

Moreover, they had a good mastery of organisation and balance. They clearly
separated the discussion of the first and second plays, giving three distinct
points from each play, all linked directly to the idea of consciousness and
liberated minds. The correct response to the question was evidenced as
follows:

In the introductory part, candidates defined key terms or gave their prior
knowledge about a question. Some candidates defined liberated minds,
conscious people and gave their brief understanding about African society.
Then, they introduce the two plays they used as references for their responses.

In the main body, the candidates demonstrated their knowledge about the
question by showing characters who were gifted with liberated minds, or
issues that were seen to be liberating. The following is an example: From the
play “Three Suitors One Husband” by Guilaume Oyono Mbia, Julliette, as
an educated girl is aware that a woman is responsible for her marital life.
She refused to let her family decide on a man to marry. She therefore stands
firm to fight for a woman’s freedom of choice and self-expression. She is
against the traditional ways of life that undermine women. Also, Oko Kouma,
Juliette ’s cousin is aware that women have the right to speak about their own
lives. As an educated fellow, he wants Juliette to have the freedom to decide
for her future. He convinces his family that Oko is the right suitor, is well
educated compared to the other suitors. Moreover, Oko is aware of the value
of women in society. As an educated fellow, he is fighting for women’s rights
and is against the traditions which undermine women. Furthermore, it is
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portrayed that Sanga-titi, the witch-doctor, is a liar. He deceives people that,
through his magic power, he will help to find the person who stole money
from Juliette’s father. In the end, the villagers realise that he is not of help, so
they chased him away.

In the other play “The Black Hermit” by Ngugi wa Thiong’o, the playwright
reveals the awareness of people using the characters. People are aware of the
unfair government. The new government of Kenya after independence seems
to perpetuate colonial rule. People are still paying taxes whereas social
services like schools and hospitals are not available. People do not have the
land they fought for. The land has been taken by white settlers. Also, the
pastor is aware that Remi’s education is not meant to help him alone. It is
meant to help his fellow villagers as well. He therefore wants Remi to come
back to the village to help her mother and the villagers. He also wants to take
part in pastoral activities. The pastor believes that Remi’s education gave
room for Satan to tempt him to run away his village. In addition, Omange,
Remi’s friend is aware of racism, tribalism and religious factions which have
increased since independence. Education has enabled him to realise that it not
independence that must get rid of social segregation, but rather the educated
people in an independent country. He is aware that leaders who were
supporters of the Africanist Party are now encouraging tribalism.
Furthermore, Omange conscientises the young people not to run away from
their village, but to show how education opened their minds to be conscious
of traditional values that should not be encouraged, for example marrying a
widow.

In conclusion, the candidates correctly described the important roles played
by characters in eradicating outdated traditions and customs that may
undermine the welfare of society. Extract 10.1 is illustrative.
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Extract 10.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 10

In Extract 10.1, the candidate demonstrated the ability to analyse literary
works, particularly plays.

Conversely, some candidates answered this question incorrectly; they
demonstrated poor or incorrect reference to texts. Some of these candidates
mentioned plays not studied in the section, mixed events from different plays,
or failed to mention any play at all. Other candidates provided a narration
instead of an analysis. Many responses retold the storylines of the plays
without explaining how the actions of characters showed consciousness or
liberated thinking.
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Moreover, some candidates provided insufficient or repeated points. These
candidates failed to give three points from each play, while others mentioned
the same idea in different words. Some candidates also misinterpreted the
statement; as a result, they focused on describing how African traditions are
old-fashioned or oppressive, instead of showing how Africans challenge and
rethink such systems, as Extract 10.2 illustrates.
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Extract 10.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 10

In Extract 10.2, the candidate demonstrated a poor command of the English
language. Consequently, this candidate failed to understand the requirements
of the question.
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2.3.3 Question 11: Reading and Interpreting Novels

The question required candidates to show that mistreating others is morally
bad. The question tested their ability to interpret characters’ mistreating
behaviours that upset other characters, as portrayed in two novels of their
choice that they read under this section.

The question stated:

Mistreating others is morally bad because it makes them upset. With
reference to two novels, explain the truth of this assertion. Give three points
from each novel.

A total of 409,343 candidates (100%) attempted the question. Among them,
59,579 (14.55%) scored 10-15 marks, representing good performance;
92,754 (22.66%) scored 4.5-9.5 marks, representing average performance;
and 257,010 (62.79%) scored 0—4 marks, representing weak performance.
Among those with weak performance, 78,056 (19.07%) scored 0. Their
general performance on this question was average, since 152,333 (37.21%)
scored 4.5-15 marks. Their overall performance on the question is
summarised in Figure 11.
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Figure 11: Candidates’ Performance on Question 11.

Analysis shows that the candidates who answered this question correctly
demonstrated a clear understanding of the moral issue. These candidates
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explained how acts such as oppression, discrimination, exploitation, or abuse
can lead to pain, fear, humiliation and anger among victims. They also used
relevant and accurate textual references from each novel; the candidates gave
clear examples of characters who were mistreated and showed the effects,
such as loss of dignity and self-worth, emotional distress, resentment, or
rebellion, breakdown of relationships and social harmony. These candidates
also logically organised their ideas; they clearly structured their strong
responses, described the acts in the two novels separately and presented three
distinct points from each novel. All points were clearly linked to the assertion,
as follows:

In the introductory part, the candidates gave the meanings of key terms, such
as mistreatment and upset, or provided a brief understanding of the question.
Example: a person may become upset because of different malpractices which
have been done to him or her. Since members of society are supposed to live
in harmony, mistreatment is morally unacceptable. Various novelists have
portrayed members of various societies being upset by mistreatment from
others.

In the main body, the candidates used two novels as references for the
question. An example of the novel used was “Weep not Child” by Ngugi wa
Thiong’o. Candidates cited characters being upset due to mistreatments as
follows. Ngotho becomes upset when his piece of land is sold to Mr Howland.
The situation discourages him because it is the only property he has. His land
is sold when he is in the war fighting for the whites. Also, Njoroge becomes
upset because he has been victimised for his brother’s crimes, something that
leads to the end of his education. In addition, Mwihaki becomes upset because
her boyfriend, Njoroge, has been victimised for his brother’s crimes; as a
result, she becomes lonely. She is also upset because of suffering from
alienation caused by the status of her parents.

Moreover, in the novel “Unanswered Cries” by Osman Conteh, Olabisi is
upset because her mother, Makalay, forces her to undergo female
circumcision. As a result, she decided to protest actively and escape to the
city to join her father, Ade Jones. In addition, Makalay is upset because her
daughter, Olabisi, does not want to accept the proposal of circumcision.
Makalay keeps on complaining that her daughter has been ruined by her
father’s bad behaviour. Furthermore, Oya Bangura is upset because her
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fiancé, Ade Jones, is not faithful as he is involved in a love affair with another
woman called Yamide.

Additionally, in the novel “The Spared” by S. Ndunguru, Professor David
Chambakere becomes upset because his wife, Tsala, betrays him as she elopes
with Mwampkati, a situation that frustrates him a lot. Hence, he starts to drink
alcohol. Moreover, Gustar becomes upset because Mr Martin Wickman
terminates him and his colleagues, Peter Lindberg and Goran Frisk, from
work. This makes them take revenge by kidnapping Mr Wickman’s daughter.
Also, Tom Nyirenda is upset because is terminated from the Ministry of Land
and Environment by the president. The deal of terminating him is engineered
by Peter Msokonde, who advises the president to punish Mr Tom.

Moreover, in the novel “Wreath for Fr Mayer” by S. Ndunguru. Mzee Musa
becomes upset because of tortures and violation of human rights he suffers.
As the police terrify him with guns and they torture him physically, the
constable Muhagama pulls Mzee Musa’s hair and Mr Chowo twists his hand
despite the truth that he is innocent. Also, Kalistus is upset because he
receives a low salary from the fathers of the mission. Such a small amount of
money makes him fail to sustain his needs. Because he has no alternative, he
decides to continue working as a servant and hence becomes submissive. In
addition, Fr. Moyo becomes upset because he tries to fight the cholera
epidemic as he advises the villagers to be boiling drinking water. Conversely,
he becomes frustrated by the economic status of the villagers, as they do not
have proper utensils for boiling water. He keeps asking himself how the
villagers could be clean while they don’t even have soap.

Lastly, in the novel “Passed Like a Shadow” by Bernard Mapalala. Abooki is
annoyed and becomes unhappy when she is raped by John. She becomes upset
as her health deteriorates. She is worried that she might have been infected
with venereal diseases. Furthermore, Adyeri is mistreated by the school
management. He is ultimately fired from St. Leo High School. This situation
seriously ruins his mind. Extract 11.1 is an example of the correct responses
to the question.
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Extract 11.1: A Sample of Correct Responses to Question 11

In Extract 11.1, the candidate demonstrated a good command of literary
works, particularly novels.

In contrast, candidates who answered this question incorrectly failed to focus
on the moral aspect. Instead, they narrated events from the novels without
explaining why mistreatment is morally wrong or how it leads to emotional
harm. Some of them used irrelevant or incorrect texts. Their responses
referred to novels not prescribed in the section or confused events and
characters from different texts.
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Moreover, some candidates provided fewer than three points per novel,
repeated ideas, or listed events without proper explanation. Yet, other
candidates misinterpreted the assertion by focusing only on physical suffering
and ignoring emotional upset, which was central to the assertion. Extract 11.2
illustrates an incorrect response to the question.
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Extract 11.2: A Sample of Incorrect Responses to Question 11

In Extract 11.2, the candidate demonstrated a poor command of literary
works, particularly novels.

PERFORMANCE OF THE CANDIDATES ON EACH TOPIC

The candidates were assessed in eleven (11) topics in the English Language
subject in CSEE, 2025. These topics were Giving Descriptions; Writing
Formal Letters; Writing Using Appropriate Language, Content and Style;
Reading Information from Different Sources; Reading for Comprehension;
Speaking Using Appropriate Language, Content and Style; Expressing
Ongoing Activities; Expressing Future Plans; Expressing Oneself; Writing
Cards and Messages; and Reading and Interpreting Literary Works.

The analysis of the candidates’ performance on each topic reveals that the
candidates had good performance on Speaking using Appropriate Language,
Content and Style (99.18%) which was tested in Question 8, Writing Cards
and Messages (98.29%), Reading for Comprehension (84.36%), Speaking
Using Appropriate Language, Content and Style (70.15%) and Listening to
and Understanding Simple Texts; Expressing Opinions; Writing Cards and
Messages; Dictionary Use; Expressing Personal and Group Routine Habits;
Expressing Likes and Dislikes; Talking about Past Activities/Events;
Expressing Opinions and Feelings; Asking for Services and Expressing
Oneself (67.22%), which were tested in Questions 4, 3, 2 and 1 respectively.

66



4.0

5.0

In addition, the candidates had average performance on Writing Using
Appropriate Language Content and Style (57.93%), Giving Descriptions
(56.27%), Interpreting Poems (42.42%), Listening for Information from
Different Sources (39.77%), Reading Literary Works (37.21%) and
Interpreting Novels (34.16%) from questions 7, 5, 9, 6, 11 and 10,
respectively.

There were no candidates who performed poorly in any of the topics in which
they were tested.

CONCLUSION

The candidates’ general performance in the English Language subject in the
CSEE 2025 was good. The candidates with good performance demonstrated
sufficient knowledge of the tested topics and mastery of the English
Language. Their knowledge enabled them to identify the requirements of the
questions and respond accordingly. In contrast, some candidates had average
performance due to moderate knowledge of the tested topics and mastery of
the English language.

RECOMMENDATIONS

For candidates to improve their performance, this report recommends the
following:

(i) The topic Reading and Interpreting Literary Works should be taught
and learned with greater emphasis on elements of form, particularly
language, since the questions seemed to be challenging for most
candidates.

(i) Teachers, parents, guardians and associations should motivate learners,
prepare materials and organise various English language games and
activities, including essay competitions, grammar games, debates,
composition writing, poem citation and recitation competitions,
interviews and speech delivery at district, regional and national levels,
to help candidates improve their English proficiency.
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(iti) Grammar instruction and practice should be strengthened by

(iv)

(v)

emphasising tense usage, subject-verb agreement, possessives and
sentence transformation through daily short drills and guided exercises.

Teachers and school management should provide candidates with
enough exercises, assignments, English practice, quizzes, tests and
internal examinations with close supervision to equip them with
knowledge of interpreting the demands of questions.

Enhance dialogue writing and functional communication by conducting
role-plays on real-life situations such as booking services, asking for
help and formal greetings. They should teach polite expressions, turn-
taking and correct dialogue format.
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APPENDIX
Summary of the Candidates’ Performance per Topic in 2025 CSEE

Percentages of
Candidates who Scored | Remarks
30% and Above

Question
Numbers




Writing Using Average
6. Appropriate 7 57.93
Language, Content
and Style
7.| Giving Descriptions 5 56.27 Average
8. | Interpreting Poems 9 42.42 Average
Listening for 39.77 Average
9.| Information from 6
Different Sources
10 Reading Literary 11 35.69 Average
Works 10
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